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Uger Interface Design
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is different from other controls: The Tab key 1akes you only to one radio button
in a group (the selected button), even though all buttons in the group have their
TabStop and TabIndex properties set. If you are using the keyboard to select ra-
din hullnnn, vou musl tab to the Eroup and then use yOUur up and down arrow
keys to select the correct button.

Setting the Tab Order

To set the tab order for controls, you can set each control’s TabIndex property in
the Pl'{}rll':l‘lit’:t‘s window, Or you can use Visual Studio's great feature that ht:!p.%
vou sel Tablndexes automatically. To use this feature, make sure that the Design
window is active and select View/ Tab Order or click the Tab Order button on the
Layout toolbar. (The Tab Order item does not appear on the menu and is not
availahle on the Layout toolbar unless the Design window is active.) Small num-
bers appear in the up[mr—lell corner of each {1unlml; these are the current
Tablndex properties of the controls. Click first in the control that you want Lo be
Tablndex zero, then click on the control for TabhIndex one, then click on the next
control until you have set the TabIndex for all controls (Figure 2.18).
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for a text box. the TabIndex of
the label must precede the
TabIndex of the text box.
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Make sure lo not have duplicate
numbers for the Tablndex properties
or duplicate keyboard access keys.
The result varies depending on the
location of the focus and is very
confusing. m
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