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Between 1870 and 1910, the number of clerical workers, salespersons, govern-
ment employees, technicians, and salaried professionals multiplied 7.5 times,
from 756,000 to 5,609,000.5 The growing middle class constituted a formi-
dable political force, and with their support the reformers accomplished most
of their major aims within a couple of decades. The way Americans elect their
leaders, hire public employees, and administer public services still reflects the
politics of the reform era.



