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Speech Analysis
Your task here is to analyze the writing and effectiveness of the following three speeches, and provide a 
written critique of each. See guidelines for each kind of speech below. About half a page for each 
speech is the appropriate length.


1) Persuasive Speech


I apologize for the image quality in the following video, but upon watching it you will understand why 
I wanted to include this persuasive speech anyway. It is Severn Suzuki (David Suzuki's daughter) 
appealing to the United Nations on behalf of all children. 


The girl who silenced the world for 5 minutes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQmz6Rbpnu0&feature=player_embedded


2) Informative Speech 


Speech to Inform by Scott L Tauber (for college speech or public speaking courses) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2wCTgss4bY&feature=player_embedded


3) Entertaining Speech


Awesome Funny High School Graduation Speech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=APdSHPBPLLY&feature=player_embedded


The Big Three


It is a common understanding that there are three main purposes to give a speech or presentation: to 
inform, to persuade, or to entertain. Of course, there are no distinct separations – in order to persuade 
you must inform, and lectures can be entertaining and informative at the same time. The key is to ask 
what the end 'purpose' is. Towards that purpose, different techniques in preparing and speaking can be 
employed. 


1) Informative Speeches:


Speeches that inform are designed, as the name suggests, to convey information. These include 
anything from a voice message saying when and where a meeting will take place, to a university 
lecture. Testimonies in court, high school presentations, and YouTube videos on how to do something 
are likewise members of this category. 


Example of Informative Speech Analysis:


“This is a great example of an informative speech. Let's look at some of the elements that made it so 
effective.
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“Her introduction activated the audience's interest by making them think about what their life would be 
like with no hair. She then hooks their interest in the topic by making the subject personal, and taking 
off her hair prosthesis. She also tells the audience exactly which aspects of alopecia she will be talking 
about.


During the body of the speech, she explains technical terms to make the information accessible to the 
audience, and she maintains a friendly tone. She even makes a few jokes, for example, "I don't wear 
makeup for the nose hairs...." She relates the topic to the audience as well by explaining that if they are 
worried about losing their hair, they can't go to a doctor and find out because it's unpredictable. 


She presents her points in a very clear, organized and logical fashion. 


Her conclusion sums up the speech, and reiterates what has been discussed. She sums up simply with 
"Alopecia makes your hair fall out," and then explains how the new knowledge the audience just 
recieved will/can affect their lives, for if they or someone they know gets it, they now understand that 
"It's not life threatening, just life altering." Strong finish with a memorable line.


This speech is really an exemplar for any informative speech you may have to do. It follows the classic 
structure: intro, body with main points and supporting details, sum up conclusion, and extension. 
Classic and very well executed!” 


2) Persuasive Speech:
This type of speech is meant to influence the beliefs or actions of those that listen. Commercials, 
political speeches, protest cries, sales pitches, and job interviews are all included in this category, along 
with many others. 


Example of Persuasive Speech (by Obama) Analysis:


“Wow, he's a powerful speaker – an extremely persuasive one.
This speech was given in Berlin, and was a plea for Europe and the United States to rekindle a historic 
relationship and work together towards furthering world security, and common humanity.


Obama right off appeals to ethos, offering a personal family story which legitimizes his claim of being 
a "citizen of the world." He isn't speaking at home, and he is well aware that many members of the 
German public aren't 'pro-American.' 


He then goes straight for the emotions, appealing to pathos, getting the people of Berlin on his side: 
"this city knows the dream of freedom!" Validating your audience's history and experience is a great 
persuasive tool.


Obama also appeals to logos. He presents his ideas in a clear and logical order. He makes the 
connections for the audience. 


The metaphor of "walls" is a repeated theme throughout the speech, and was very cleverly selected. 
Beginning with the Berlin wall, the great symbol of removing devisions and creating unity, he makes 
his plea to unify against common challenges by pointing out other, more symbolic walls. In this 
moment he also uses the rhetorical device of repetition:


The walls between allies on either side of the Atlantic Ocean cannot stand!
The walls between the countries with the most and those with the least...
...between races, tribes, natives and immigrants, Christians and Jews and Muslims...
These are the walls we must tear down! 








He uses repetition in several key areas of the speech for dramatic effect:


History has led us to a new crossroads...a new promise...a new peril...


Obama also increases his persuasiveness by recognizing and respecting the "other side" – those in 
Europe that hold the view that America is part of the problem in the modern world. 


It is an incredible speech, very inspiring, a call to unity to tackle the woes of the planet.” 


3) Entertaining Speeches:


Speeches intended to entertain draw people together to share in an occasion, such as wedding speeches, 
toasts, awards ceremonies, convocation speeches, or introducing a speaker or performer at an event.


Example of Entertaining speech analysis:


“This is an entertaining wedding toast speech with personality. First off, she gets the audience's 
attention with a joke "You're all going to want to be really quiet because my speech is really funny." 
She continues to hook them in with a rather dissonant beginning to a wedding speech. It is unexpected 
that she would talk about wishing ill upon her older sister, so it really grabs your attention, and it's 
really funny.
The body of her speech is what you would expect from the sister of the bride – the warm fuzzy lovey 
stuff, and it is made all the more effective because of the contrast from the introduction – now she 
wishes her sister only happiness, and she thinks she's found it, etc. 


Her delivery is light and converstational, and she is clearly well prepared. She knows where she's 
going, and so she is able to stay converstational, while at the same time emotional where it is 
appropriate. 


She ends with a toast to the happy couple – the reason for the occasion, and the drawing together of 
everyone in the room. Very well done.”
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