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something. Times were hard, but Victoria was convinced they would soo,
be less lean. Like so many others, she had come to New York to make her
fortune, but she had the wherewithal to succeed. Her voices had told her
she was to lead a great crusade, but she would need money to do that. And
money to keep them our of the stinking warrens of poverty. They would
not only survive in this hard place, they would thrive.

They picked their way through the teeming streets, lifting their
skirts carefully to avoid the offal and horse shit. As they walked down-
town, the sidewalks grew crowded with men shouldering each other re-
turning from work, whores accosting them, pickpockets working the
crowd, carts loading and unloading, vendors selling oranges, hot corn,
oysters, coffee and chestnuts, girls crying their wares of matches or flow-
istreet musicans tootling or sawing away or loudly singing. They
out of the way of carriages and once a thundering water cart
peompany rushing to claim a fire. Twice sporting men accosted
ung men on the prowl—but Victoria clutched Tennie and
$diaway. Arm in arm, she and her favorite sister marched on.
Tennie away from Buck to save her—the other sane and
Btheir family. Together with her husband James, they

Rl e o

nas usual. The Silvermans a*
& when she might have slep
windowless kitchen,
erying to be fed. The &

e
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