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introduction to Saciclogy

'We all belang 0 rany groups; you're « member of your sociology ciass, and yoa're a mesaber of you: family;, you may
beloag o 4 politicai pany, sports team, orthe crowd watrhing a sporting event, yoo're & citizen of your country, and you're
4 part of a generation. Yun may have s sumewhat different mile m each gruip and feel Jiffercntly m each.

Litoups vary in their sizes and formalities, a5 well as in he levels of atmchmen: between group members, among othey
thimgs. Within 4 jarge group. smuller groups may exist, and each froup may behave differessly,

Atarock concert, for example, some mav enjoy unging alang, otiers prefer ta sit and observe, while il prhers may joits
0.4 dmosh pit or try trowd surfing. Why do we feel and act differently in different tvpes of soeia] stuations? Why mght
people of a single group exhibit different behaviors in the same siteation? Why might people scting simitarly not feet
conrected vo ochers exhiblting the same behaviar? 1hess ave some of the many guestions sociologivis ask as they study

1.1 What !s Sociologv?
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What Are Saciety and Culture?

Sociolagy s the stady of groups and group interections, sutleties and sovtal interacrions, frm small and pasons] graups
1o very farge groups A group of people who Uve in a defined geographic area, who tnteract wich une another, and whe
share ¢ common culture is what soclologists el a society. Sociologists study all aspects and levels of society. Sociologists
working from the micre-level study small groups and individual interactions, while those using macro-level analysis look
o trends among and Detween largs groups and sovieties. For example, & micro-level study might look at the aceepted rules
of eonversating in varinus groups vuch as among teenagsrs or business professianals. (n contrast, 3 matvn-Jevel analysis
might research the ways that language use has changed over time or n socisl media outiets,

The ternt culiuye refers io the group’s shared pract/oss, vaioes, and befiefs. Cuisure encompasses a group*s way of life,
from routine: everyday nieractions to the most important parts of group members' ves. It inclodes everything prodaced
by 2 society, incTuding of of the social rles Sociclogists ofter study cu:liure using the sociological imapination, which
pianeet socictogist C. Wright Mil's descrioed as an awarensss of the relationship between & person’s behawior and
experience anid the wider culure that shaped the person’s cheices and perceptions. s a way uf seeing cur own end other
peaple’s behavior in relatiorship to history and secia! structure (1939).

Uree illestration of this is 2 person’s detision to marcy In the Laied States, this choice 1s heavily influenced by individuat
feelings; however, the social scceprahity of marrtage relative w the pamson’s ciscumstances also pliys a part. Remember,
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though, that culfirze is a product of the people in a society; socieliists take care no! o treat the convept of “culture” as
though it were o%jve in 115 own tight. Reffication 1 an emor of ireatimg an abstrac: coneapt as though 1t has a real, material
existence {Sabn 2003)

Studying Patterns. How Sociclogists View Saciety

Al! sociologists are interested in the experiences of tydividuals and how those experiences are shaped ov imersctions wit
souial groups and soctety as @ whele. To a socolugist, the persona! decisions an individua] malees do not exist in a
vacmum. Cuitvral patrerns #nd socizh forces put pressure on people to selers ons chafoe over asother, Sociologists iry ‘o
tdentify diese general priterns by examining the hebavior of large gooups of people bving in the sime saciety and
axperiencing the same soietal presaures,
Changes in the .5, family swociure offer an examyle of penems that sociologists are interesied in sopdying, A “nypcal®
 family now *s vastly ditferent than :n past decades when most U.5. famdies consisted of maried parents 'rv.ng in & home
with ther immagried children, The peccent of unmarried coules, same sex coupies, single-parent ard singtr-adult
hounseholds is nereasing, as well as is the numier of expanded households, tn which extended family members such as
grandparents, cousing, or adult 1tuidren Eve topether in the family home (LS. Census Sureau 2013).

While mathors il make up ihe majority of single parens, millions of fathers are alws ruising their chitdren alone, and
tore ian 1 miilion of these single futhers have never been marrled (Williams Istivute 2010; vited in Ladden 20Ln,
Incressingly, sifigie men and wormen and cohabitating opposite-sex ol same-sex cougles are chousing o raise children
ouiside of mariage through: surrogates or adootion.
Some socinlogisi study social facts, which are the laws, morcls, values, rebigious beliefs, custams, fashions, rituals, and
ali of the cultural rules that govem socia! life, that mav contribute 1 these changes in the family. Do peoste in the United
States view marrizge and faml'y different'y than hefore? Do employrment and-economic canditions piay a role? How has
catture infinenred the choices ihat individaals make jx Yiving arrasgernents? Cthsr sociaiogists are studying the

. consequences of these new patterns, such 3+ the ways children are 1#fecied by them o cheaging needs for edocation,
housing, and healthcare,
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Arother example of the way society influences individual decisions can be ssen in penpie’s opinows about and use of the
Supplemémal Nutmizon Assistance Program, or SNAP benefits, Sume people believe these wheo receive SNAP benetits are
lazy aod unmotivated, Statistics from the Untted States Degarmment of Agricuiture show 3 commlex picture.

E21 1
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Tebie 1.1 SNAP Use by State Sociclogists axaming social conditions in different states to exvliain differences
in the nambar of paonla rocalving SNAR hanetite, (Tabie courtazy of L1 S, Dananmant of Apriculture}

Percent Eligible by Resson for Ell gibility

e | e mEar | o
e Limdtg® Program Expmption

Alabama 29 62172 i 73180
Aiaska 0o 62772 v} 100
Caitffernia 6 62772 0 54774
Digrictof | . 100 62/72 P o 200
Florida 48 62772 ls] 0 80788
Mississippi 39 __ &2] 72 i ] 3 | 100 -
womt;u.;n £ 1 S ,u.q._.,. e ,‘ et ;4;;;.....,.

Thie percentape of tie population receiving SNA:* berefits is muct: ighet i cereain siies than in others. Does this mean,
if the stereotype above were appiied. that pecple in sume states are luzier and less motivated than thoes in sther sidles?
Sociologists study he economies in sach sue — companag unemployment rates, food, enes gy costs, and other factors - 1
expiain differences in social issues lke this.

“To identify social trends, sociologists aiso study how people se SNAT benefits and how peaople reac: 1 tieir use
Recearch bus found that for manv people from all classes, ibere w 2 siong sttgma attached to the use of SNAP benefits
This stigrnis can prevent people whu qualify for this tvpe of assistance from using SNAP henefits. Acvording ta Hanson
and Gundersen (2002), how strongly this stigma is telt is Haked to the general economic chimate. This illustrates how
sociologists observe a patrern in society

Socielogins ideniufy and stady panerne. recated to i kends of contamporary social issaes, The “dom't ask, don’t teil”

-Poicy, the emergenoe of the Tea Party as 3 political faction, how "Pviter has wnfiuenced everyday opynunication  these

atiz a1l examles of topics thi sociologists migh: explie,
Studying Pert and Whole: How Sociutogists View Social Stuctures

A key basis of the sociologica’ perspective s he concept that the individual and society are ‘nseparasle. It is mpossile to
smudy one without the adver German seelologise Norber Elias ealied the nrocess of sumitaneously enslyzing the behavior
of individuals and the soctrey thai shapes thet ehavior figuration,

An appiication that makes this concept undersiandubile ' the praciice of religion. While people experience their religions
in a distmetly individual manner, religion exists b i darger social conteat. T'or instavre, an mdividual s 1eliglons practice
may be influenced oy what govemnment dictates, hohdays, teachers, plives of worship, fitisis, and so on. ‘i hete :nfivences
underscore the impertant relationship hetween individual peactoes of refigion and soctal pressures chat influence thar
religivus experience (Llas 1978).

king onnecions. [N} ®

individuai-Society Connections

When socivingist Nathan xiems spoke 19 his friend Ashiey ta pagdonym) abon: the muve she and her parner had
enade £0om an arown CRYeEr to a small Mhdveste town, he was curious atwsat how the sotial pressares placed paa
reshian vougle differed from ane tcommuntty to the wther. Ashlev smd that in the ity they bad been aceustomed to
getiing [oioks and bearing comments when she and ker partner walked hand m band Otherwise, she felt that they
were at least being tolerated. fhere had been htbs d no omtrngh discrimmatian,
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Things chanyed whea they moved 1w the small sawn for ber partner s job. for the fire: tine, Ashley found herself
expenienving direct discriminetinn because of bey sexual orermation. Some of i wias particalarly hustful. Landlords
woultl oot rent tn them. Ashiey, who is a Inghly wraired piofessirinal, bad 1 grest Jeal of difficulty inding a new job
When Nathan asked Ashiry if she and her pariner became diveousaged or bitter about this new siuation, Ashley said
that rather than lethng it get to them. they derded to do something abou it Ashiev dpproached groups at & lacal
college and several charches in the area Togethar they decided tis form the sowns firs gav-straight allipce

The sluince has wor'sed sucLessfully to tducate their commurnicy shont same-sex watples. It aiso worked w raise
awereniess about the kings of discimination that Ashiey and her parter exgerienced m the wwn and how the<e conid
be elimmated. Tha alfisnce bas eetutne 4 strong adviraty group, and i 5 working to Jttain equal rights for lessian,
gy, vrseaval. and ransgender, or LG indivadials,

iierns observed dhar this is un excellenz examp’e of bow neparive <ocat forces can result 12 4 pravtive response fivm
individials to bring about social change (Kiems 2011}

1.2 The History of Sociology

“ o @ @
Figure 1.4 veo:e have sson shinking 32 sciologiss ripba’ore sacioiogy Zziame & eaamiz sosterre disoip!ca, Plc and Artsotle.
e VUCUS. <3k, and Voraoe < 30: e stage for moem SO0 ukgy: (Phaios (). ().} couresy of Wikinec a Cismong, Photd Loy couruEy of
Mounoudliviimeda Camnons)

Since anclent times, people have been fascinated by the reltionship between indivithals and the societies i which they
belony, Many topics studied m modem socislogy were also stadied by anclent philosophers in thels desire to descrine an
ideal sociery, including theories of sucial conflict, ecanomics, socks: cohesion, and power {Hannoun 2003).

ln the thintzenth century, Ma fuan-Lan, 2 CUhinese historian, first sscogpized sorial dynarnics as an underiylig component
of Ristarica] develonment in his semina encyclopedis, General Studv of Literary Kemains. The next contury sav the
emergence of the hisiorian some consider to be the war'd’s first soctologist: Tha Kheldon {1332 1406) of Funisia. He
wrnte sbout many topics of nwerest today, setting 4 foundation for both modam soclology and econamucs, inclading 4
theory of socia! conflict, & compurison of nomadic and sedentary Bfe, 2 descr’ption of poiitical econnmy, and & study
coonecting 4 tribe's social cohesion to s copatily for power {Hannoum 2503).

-In the eighteenth century, Age of Enlightenment phitosophers developed generl principles that coi’d be used to explain
soclal Bife. Thinkers suchi os John Locke, Vialtaire, [mmanae] biany, and Homas Hobbe respronced w what they saw as
social 1is by writing on toples that they hoped weorld lead to sodial reform. Mary Wullstonecraft (1758 1797) wrote about
women'’s tonditions in society. Her warks were long igoored by the male srademic stucture, byt since the 1870s,
Wolisionecraft ha; been widely vonsidered dhe first ferninist shinker of conseguence,

The carly nineieenth cenrary saw great changes with the industrial Hewalutian, mereased modity, and new kinds of
employment. [t was also 2 tme of grea secial and poBitical upheaval with the rise of empires that expased many

peuple —for the firit .me- 10 societies and calisz: other than e awn, Mdlions of teaple moved into cities and many
people nirped away from their taditional religlous beliefs.
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Creating a Discipline
Auguste Comin (1788-1857)—The Futher of Sociology

Figure L5 auguns Conve 1 sumsido e by mery tu o the fsiser of soc. gy, [FhoTo-courtesy of W sl sfla Camm-14).

‘the term spLinlogy was first coined fn 1780 by the French essavist Lrrmamne’-foseph Sievds (1748 1836) Jn an
unpubiished manuscript (Yaos et ai 1999); In 1838, the term was renvented by Angaste Comee ¢1798- 1857). Comte
originally siudied 19 be an engineer; bint !ater betame 2 pupil of sovia philosupher Clrude Heor de itauvroy Comee de
Saint-Simen (1760 1825). They both thought that social scientists cousd study society using the same scientific methods
utlhized in natural scienves. Combe also béleved in the potential of social seiemtists t work toward the bettermen: of
society. He beld thar once seholars identified the Jaws thar governed society, saciolagists could addeess problems such as
pour education and poverty (Ahererombie et «. 2000,

Comte named the sciemific study of soctal pasierns positivism, He descnised his philosophy in 5 series of hooks called
The Course in Pusitive Philosoply (1030 -1842) and A General View of Positivism |1848). He belteved tht using
scientific methods v revea) the luws by which socisties and irdividuals interact wold usher 1 a new “positivist” age of
history. Whle the fiald and its termunlogy heve prown, soctulog sts 561t believe in the posiiive impact of thelr work,
Harriet Martineau (1802-1876p—the First Woman Sociologist

Harriet Martineai was & writer who addressed a wide range of social sclence issues She was an earty observer of sacis
practices, inrind:ng economics, socizl dass, religion, sultide, government, and women’s rights, Her writing career began
18 931 with # ser’es of storles sifled YHustration: of Polical Loonomsy, 1 whach she tried to eduicate ardinary people
about the prineiples of econoimics (Johnson 2603},

Mumtinean was the first to translate Comite’s weiting from French ta English and theretry introdured sociolopy o English-
speaking scholars (Hilt 1991 ). she & aiso credited with the first systematic methodulogical intemational comparisons of
social imstitetions in two of her most famos sacielogacal wocks: Society tn Americo {1837} and Retrospect uf ‘Western
Travel (1838) Martineau found the workings of capitalism at odds with the professed moral procipes of peaple in the
United States, she painted o1t the taules wath the free enterprise system in whech workers were explozied and impoverished
while business owners becare wealthy She fartber noted shat the belief in a1l betng cheated equal was nconsistant with
the lack of women's rights. Much (ke Mary Wollsionecraft, Maszineau was often discounted 1 her mwn wime by the male
domination of academic’ sociology.
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Karl Marx (1818-1863)

quu:\e 1.8 War Maw was sia 1 He foumaen of s xgio Wy vl¥ sess shout sazal contict ane sdll e eva-t tilay 5o coartesy of John Sayal-
Ve iin Comenc:z)

#arl Marx {18318-1845) way ¢ German philosapher and economist. In 1848 he and | riedrich Cogels (18401885
coauthored the Communist Munifesto. 'Lhis hook 1s one of the most jnfaenaal poiiticsl manuscripis 'n Wsory It siso

- presents Mancs theory of soeiety, which diffe-ed from what Coarte proposed.

Mam rejectad Comte's positivism. He balieved thar soueties grew and changed as a result of the strapgties of different
soctal classes over the means of productien. At the e he was developing his theocies, the indusertal Revolution and the
vise of capitalism led to great disparitfes in wealth hetwesn the owners of the factories-and workers. Capitalism, an
economic system characterized hy private or corpeeate ownership of goods and the means w0 produce them, grew in many
natons.

Masx predictsd that inequatites of caphalism would become so extreme that workers would evenmally revali, This woald
lead in the colfapse of capiialisen, which would e replaced by commupist. Conimunism 15 20 ECORDMUL System wwder
which there I no private-or cosporate swnership: everything is owned comemunatly and disribured as needed, Marx
believed that communism was & male eqaiteble system than vapitstism.

While his teangrmic preductions may rot have come true in the ime frame he prediceed. Mara’s wea that social confiles
leads to change in society is still one of the major theores ased In modem soctclogy.

Herbert Spencer {1820-1903)

In 1873, the knglish philosopher Herbert Spencer published ihe Study of Sociolugy, the first So0i with ine term
“soctolugy” in the tide, Spencer rejected much of Comite's philosuphy as we'l as Mand's theary of class struggle and bis
support of communism. Instead, he favored a form of government that allowed market foress to control capitalism. His
wark influenced many earfy snesologists ineiuding fimite Puckheim (1858.-1817).

Georg Sitnmel (1858-1818)

Georg, Simmel was 8 German ant critic who wrote widely on social and political issues as weil. Simmel took 4o antt-
positivism stance and addressed topics wuch as sacai tonflier, the funchon of money, individual identity in city hfe, md
the Eurgpean fear of outsiders {3tapley 2010} Wach of his work focused on the micro-level thearies, and i analyzed the
dynamivs of two-persen and three-person groups. His work alse emphasized individual osture as the creative capacitios of
individuals. Simmel’s conirhutions to sociology e not aiften incladed in academic histones of the discipline, perhaps
oversiadowed by his comemporaries Durkheim, Mead, and Weber (Ritzer and Goodmasn 2004),

Emile Duriheim (1858-1817}

Durkheim helped establish sociniogy ax 4 forma; academic discipline by establishing the first Sarapean department of
soctoiogy at the Lniverswy of Bordeanx 1n 3645 and by publishmg his Rules of the Sociologica! Method in 1895. In
aniher ‘mpontant work, Divisien of Labour in Seciety (1893), Durkhei tad out his theory on horw satieties transformed
foam & primsive site snto A capstalist, industrial society. According i Durkheim, people 1ite to their proper levels in
soriety baset on mest ’

Suskheim believed that sociofugists could study dbjective “social facts” (Poqgl 2000) He aisa beiteved that through such
studies it would be passibie to determine if a wociery was “hea'thy” ar “pathalogioal.’ He saw heaithy saceties as stabile.
whle natholopicsl soeisties experienced 4 brsakdows in sucial norms heeween indivithils and society.

FGNZE h AR a .S e o 7 PR
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in 1897, Durkheim attempted to demonsirate the effectiveness of his rales af sncial research when be published a work
ted Swrde. Durkheim examined sueide statistion i ditferent ootice districts (6 research difforences batween Catholic
and Frotestent communites. He attributed the differences 10 sociorelighons foroey retver than to individieal or
psychologieal causes.

Gaorge Herbert Mead! (18E3-16831})

George Herbert Mead was 2 philossphes anst soaiolopim whose word focused on the ways 1 which the mind and the seif
were developed as o resuit of social processes {Cronk nd. ). He argued that Bow an individual comes 1w view himself ar
herself f5 hased vo 2 vary large extent un interavtions with others, Maad called specific individuals that impaceed o person's
&ife significant others, and he also concepuaiized  genzralized nthers® s the organized and goneralized attitude of 2
sorsal group. Mead's work is € osedy associated wish the symbolic 'nteraction’st 4pproach «nd emphasizes he micro-leve]
of analysis,

Max Weber (18641920}

freminent soctoligist Max Weber established a socislogy depariment in Germany o the Ludwig Maxinlians Lniversity
of Munich in 1918 Weber wrote o many topics ralated to sociology inciuding politica! change :n Russia and social forees
that affeci factouy workms, He is known best for hes 1904 book, ihe Protwestant & thic and the Sprret of Capitalive, Yhe
theory that Welrer sets forth in this hook is st} controversial. Some oelteve that Weber argued thar ihe teeliefs of many
Protestants, espedially Calvinivis, led to the creation nf tapitalism, Others intespre: i o5 mmply Carning that the
itdedlogies of capitalirm and Protestantism are o Hlementary.

Weber betieved that it was difficult, 5 not impossible, 4o e stzadard scientfic methods in atcurately predhet the behavior
of groups 2= peaple huped to.do. Thev argued that the influencs of tuitare on human behavior had o be taken into
osccount, This even appiied ty the researchers themselves. whn, they betieved, should be sware of how their awn cultural,
bisses cotdd influence def resaarch. 1o ded! with this problem, Weber and Dilthey inroduced the concept of verstehen, a
German word that means to understand in 2 deep way In seeking verstehon, outside observers of 2 sorial world —an entire
cultrire o7 i nall setting - - atemnt 10 understand it from an insider’s Do of view

Inhis book The Nature of Sacial Action (1842), Weber described sotinlogy as striving 10 "tierpret the meaning of sovia’
action and thereby ghve o cansat exnianation of the way & which achon praceeds and the effects it produces.” He and other
like-srunded sociologists praprsed a philasophy of antipositivism wheretty social vesearchers would strive for sabjectivig:
as they warked to represent syciel prucesses, cultiral norms, and soctetal values This approach led to some research
methods whose aim waa not to generalize o1 pradict (tradinonat science), st s systematically gain anin-depth
understanding of sacia® warlds

‘The different approaches to ressarch based on postivism o1 antipostivism are often considered the foundation for the
differences found 1oday hetween quanti:ative socislogy and qualimtive sociology Quantitative sacielogy uses stutistical
methods such as survers with lange numbers of participans, Researchers amlyze data ueing swatistical techniques to see if
they can untover patierns of human hebavior, Chealitative secialogy seeks tb understand human behavior by learming:
about it thraugh in-depth inkerviews, focas groups, and analys's of coment sources flike books, magaxines, journals, and
popuiar med.s).

L R Sl Scial Policy & Debate

Shouid We Ralse the Minimum Wage?

in the 2014 State of the Unice: Address. Prosident Obama catied o Congress 1o raise the aatanal WML wage,
and he signed an sxecutive orde: pating this mes effect for individuals working on new kederdl service contracts.
Congress did aot pass legalation 1o chacge the tatona! min muymn wige mare broadly. The nesult hes Secome a
RyCional comraversy, with vanious economists miing different sites on the issuz, and pubiis Peotests being staged by
severat groups. of minmum-wage workers

Upoorents of raising the mnimorn wage argue that seme workers would get langer paythechs whilte sthors wounld
tase their johs, and compunies wauld de Jess Lkelv & hirs new wickers becaiss of te inzeassed cost of paying tham
(Bemsteiz 20i4, cited in (XK
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she economy of leaw-wage warkoers having mose incams (Hasses 204, cited i LN

Sociolagrss may constder the mininvam wage issae from o:ffaning, perspecuves x5 well How moch of an impavt
wmﬁdammwagem:whwefmamgkmdm?&mm#ﬂmﬂythcwmeﬁetm.wm“hcmmm
mg.-hﬂhmdkmpfmdmdamhie.%mnﬁﬂ:b@kuhawﬂmedm:mmmpmulmﬂ;
reilstinnshins. Soms socraiagisty right research the ymrmact on the wiatow of small husiness ownars, These wold ail be
examples of puidic sociology, a branch of sociolugy that srives & bring sacinlogical didogie to pulsiic forams. The
mﬂpﬂkﬁw%mmmmmdmmmm:MMMimMassistm
fm&rgmmmmgmmmsmmaﬂ, mechaumguufgxﬂ;!icmchin;?mmmmﬂﬁp]e
publicy @ multiple ways.

1.3 Theoretical Perspectives

Figure 1.7 Sciologi:s devaloe t-samez & expliln socisl Jceumencek surh a protest - albes. *- 2 courlesy of voanews.coTAkme e
Commens)

Soctologists study socii! events, ineractions, and patterns, and thay develon a theary i an attempe 1 explain wiwv things
wosk as they do. In sociology, 2 dueory 15 a way 0 explain different aspects of social intevactions and to create o testable
praposition, called o hypothesis, dbout soctety (Allan 2006}

Eor example, aithough sweide is generaliy considered an individuat phenomencn, £mile Durkheim was interestad in
studying the socsal faciors that affect i1, itis stadied social ties within a groap, ur social solidavisy, and hypothesized that
differences m suicide rates might be explained 2y religlon-based differences, Purkheim gathered a sage amomt of data

_ about Evropeans who had ended thelr lives, and he did indeed find d*fferenres hased on religion. Protestants were more
Ekely to conimit suicide thar Cathulics in Dydkheim’s society, and his work scpports the utdity of theory 1o sociological
research
Fheories vary in scope depending on the seale of ihe issues that tey ave meant i explain. Macro-devel thearies relate o
large-seale isues and Linge groups of people, while mucro-Jevel thearies Tak at very specitic relatonshing between
individuais or small groups. Grand theories aiterrt 1o explan bange-scale relationships snd answer fimdamental

quesiions such a5 why secieties form and why they change Sociologic o] theory is constanily evniving and shouid never be

coasidered compiete. Classic sociologica? theaties are stifl considered impaortan and curent, bt new soctolopie:) theoties
il wpen the work of def- predecessars and add ro them {Calhozr 2002y,

in soctology, a few sheorfes provide broad perspeatives thar help explain many differen: aspects of soctal life, and these are

cafled paradigms. Pavadigne are philososhical and thearerica! framsy, orks used within a diseipiine io formulae theories,
feneralizations. and the experiments performed in suppart of them. Three paradigms have come to dominate socologics!
thinkiny, because they provide usefu! explanaons: struchral functionalam, conflict theory, and symbolic interactionism.
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Table 1.2 Sociological Thepries or Perspectives Different sociological perspectives enabie sociologists to
viesw aocial issues throuah a varistv of usehy Isnsas

Foous

Tha way sach part of sociely functians tegetner to cantribute to the
whole

- ?’ie way inaquaiities aaﬁi;ilh_ut; 10 socal &,%;mces and parpetuats
differences povier

One-to-one intaractions and communicatons

Functionalism

Funcionalis, also called siructura: functional theory, sees soctety as 3 struuture svith imterrelared par's designed to meet
the hlological and social needs of the individaa’s in that socSety | uncliondtism grew out of the writings of English
phitusopher and bivlogist, Heben Spence (1820- 1904), who saw samilarities beiween soczeiy and the human butly: he
arguied that st as the varons organs of the body work mgether w keen the body Feacticning, the various parts of society
work together 1 keep soc'ety functionang (Spencer 1848). The parts of society that Sperce vefered to weze the social
institutions, or patterrs of beliefs and behaviors forused oty meeting social needs, such as government, education, family,
hesltheare, religiun, and the econemy.

Emile Durkcheim, another eary sucinlogist, appited Spence's theory o explain how socleties change and survive over time,
Durkheim belisved that society 34 a compiex system of interrelated and interdepen-lent parts that wazk together to maintsin

. stabttity (Durkhesm 1893), and that society is heidl together by shared values, lnguages, and svmbals, He beleved that to

study sociedy, 3 sociologist must jork beyond individwals to sucial facts such ax laws, morels, va'ues religious heliefs,
customs, Fashion, md o, which al? serve 1o govern socud Vife. Alfred Radddifi-Hrown (18681 -1955) defined the -
fumction of any recurrent activity as the purt it played tn sertai life as « who'e. and therefore the commbution & maekes to
sacial shiiity and continuity (Radchiff-Brown 1952), (n 3 healthy sotiety, all pacts wark wgether to maintatn stabiliry, a
stite called dynamic equilibrium by later sociologists such a5 Parsans { 1961)

Butkhein belicved ihat individusls may make cp seciety, tut in erder o study socisty, sociatogists have fo ‘nok beyund
Individuals to social facts Social facts are the iaws, mocais, values, religions beliefs, customs, fashions, rituals, and atl of
the caitural rules that govern sociui life ((urkheim 1883). Lich of these saciui facts serves one or more functisns within a
soclety. §'or example, anz function of a society's laws may be to protect sociery from v.olence, while anather i punish
criminai bebavior, whiie another is 1o preserve public helth,

Apother noted structural fimetomlist, Bubert Merton (18.0- 2063), pointed gut hat sovial processes often have many
hunctions. Manifest functions are the coasequences of 2 social process that ate sought or anticinased, wittle latemt
fumcifoss are e unsought conseqaences of a soctat process. A mardfest function of cullege education, fur example,
Inchdes gauining knowledge preparing for 4 career. and finding 2 good job tht wflizes that education. Laten: funciions of
your cullege years inciude meeting néw people, participating in extracurricutar activities, or even finding a spouse or
partner Another iatent function of edacaton I creating & hecarchy of ernployment hased o the Jevel of education
attamed, Latent funcuons cin be beneficia’. neuersl, or harmfl. Social processes that have undesirabie consequences for
the operation of saciety are called dysfunctinns. In education, examples of dvsfunction inciode gaating nad grades,
truancy, dropring eat, not gradusting, and por fiding suitshle employment

Criticism

One oribicesm of the structural-functienal theory Iy that it can's adequately exalain socicl change, Ast problematic is the
somewhat raula nature of this theory, repevtive hefiavior pattems are assumed 1o have a functior. yet we profess o
know thift *hey have 3 fundiion only because they are repeated. iurthermore, dysfuncidans may continue, &von though they
don™ serve a functfor, which seemingly contradictz the sasic premise of the <heory. Many sociclogisis now helleve that
Bunctionatism 1 uo Jonger usefnl a5 a macro-leve! theary, but tha 12 does serve J wsefni pu:pose 'a some muddevel
anaiyses,
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ey Big Picture
A Glohat Cuiture?

Flgure 1.8 tore soxo oy see Uy 0201 warld LY D T Lmadon O M wridny g giEce) AT A YU DEan i My Gt
copRithes BPhaln Louraly ¥ quaskee s okt

Sociologays sround the workd [ook closely for <ugns of what wuuld be an unprecedented svent: the smergence of a
global cukure. In the paw, empries vich as those that existed 10 Ching, Eumooe, Africs. and Gentral and South
America imked people from many diffevens countries, but thuse peopkt rarety became part of a common caltre. They
ived teo far from euch orher, spoke differen: Janguages, practived different reliplom, and teded few goods. Yoday,
Increaser in cummEteation, teavel. and trade have made tie world a much snailer plice, Mage and more people are
ahle o communicate with cuch other insentiv-- whisvever they are fousted - ov welephnie. videa, and text, They share
movies, wlevision showe, sxtsic, games, and information over the Intermet. Strdents can siiudy with feachens and
purmuls fron the uther side of the globe. Cravernmens find it harder w hide conditione aride treir courtries from the
reat of the worid

Socicingists research many differer: aspects of this patentia! global walame. Some explore the dynamics inveived m
the socii intstations of global valine communitios, sue as when members fuel a closer frshi o other group
members thn t people reviding m their own counies. Other sociologists study the imnact this growing imernational
cubture has ¢n smaller. hess-powerful tocal cultures. Yet giher researcners explare how internzHonai markets and the
eursomrcing of labar impact social inequaliies Saciclugy can plav 3 key roke in peaple's abilities t underszand the
natire of this smerging gledal culture and Sow  respomd to 1t

Conflict Theory

Conflict theory ivaks at seciety as a competition for limited resoirces, This perspective v s macro-level approach most
identified with the writhgs of Germun phi‘osopher and sotiologist Karl Marx (1918-1883). who saw society as being
made np of individuals in different sociul claases who mus! compete fur social, materkal, and polstical resources sich us
food and housing. employment, educanon. and [asure tme. Social institations I govemment, educating, and religion
reflect this competition in their intierent inequaiities and help matntatn the onequal social stracture. Some individusls and
ongunizations are sble to obtein and keep mare resturces than others. and these “winners” ose the:r power and inficence i
thainiain social institusions. Severad theorist suggested v artations an this basic tieme,

Polish-Aursirian sociologist Ludwig Gumplowicz (1838 1909) expanded un Marx's ideas by anguing tha: war and
conques: are the basis of civilizations. He believed thar enltural and ebnlc conflicts ied 1o states beng idennfied and
defised by u dominant group tha had power over uther groups ({oving J007).
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Gemman sociologist Max Weber agreed with Marx but also believed that, in adtition to econormic inequalities. inequalities
of political poveer and sorial stueture cause conflict, Weber noted that different grougs were aftected differently based on
edaration, rece, and gender, and thet peogple’s resctions to inequal:ty were moderated by class differences and rates of
sacial mobility, 45 well as by percept:ons abou the legidmacy of hose in power.

German soclologist Georg Stmmel (1856 - 1916) beteved tht conflict can help ntegrate and stabiiize a sociey. He sald
that the intensity of the conflivt varses depending on the emotiona! invatvement of the parties, the degree of sodidarizy
within the opposing groups, and the cianity «ed Emited nature of the goals. Simmet also showed that groups wark to creste
Entermil spildarivy, cenwralize power, end reduce dissent. Resolving canfliets ean reduee tefision and hostility and can pave
the way for futare agieserents.

1nthe 1930s and 19405, German phisosophers, knuwn us the Irunkfurt Schaol, developed ¢ ritica? theary as an slaboration
o Marxist principles, Critical theory s 2 expanson of conflict theory and & beoade: than just smiﬂugy, inciuding other
socisl sclences and philosoplyy: & uritical theory attempts to address viruorural issues causing inequality, it must explain
what's wrong in current social reality, identity the people wha can muke changes, and provide practical goals for social
{ranstormation (Horkeimer 1982)

Muore recently, inequality based on gender or rave has seen explaned in a similfur manner and has identifisd
institutionalized power structares that help o maintain wnequality cetwasn groaps, Janet Salizman Chafetz {1941 - 2006)
presented 2 model of feminist theory thu: atterngs to-explain the foroes that maintain gender inequality as wel! as a theary
of how s1ch & system can be changed {{urner 20031 Simélarly, exitical race theory grew out of a citival analysis of race
and ractsm fron a legat poin: of view, Critsl roce theery looks at sroactera’ mequal®iy based on whte privilage and
associated wealth, power. and prestige.

Criticism

i
CELEOGLLEGIISE Sociclogy inte Real Worldl

Farming and Locavores: How Sociological Perspectives
Might View Food Consumption

ihe consumpeion of food iy 3 communplace, daity occurmence. vet it can ak o be asseciated wath wmportant moments
i1 our Eves Esting Gan be an mdividual oe @ groep acion, and eating hebits and cuwaoms ae wilvenced by our
cubwrres. In the context of society. oar ration 's foud system s ot the core of namertm a8t atovements, poitcat
Isxaes, and economic debates. Any of these facsors might become a wpic of soticlogical stady.
A structura’-fanctionat approach v the topie of foed corsamptinn might b interestad in the tols of the agriculture
incusiry within the nation's econemy and how this b chunged fram the early days of manual Jabor Ferming o
maderr mechanized production Another examinastion rmghe study the different fonctions tha: oeewr in food
production: from famming and harvesting to fashy packaping and s consumerism
A conflict theorist might be intereseed in she power d-fienertiak present in the regulation of fuod, by exploring where
people’s right to inforvarion imersects with corportions’ d-ive for profic and how the governmen: mediates thoee
wmteresys Ur a wosflict theoris: might be srerested in the power ont powerlessnes: expenienced by boval farmers
Ve e fanming congomelates, s ds the documentary Foud Inc. depicts as revuiteg from Monsarto's
patenting of seed technedogy. Angther wpie of Stady might be hoss uncon vanes between different seoial classes
A soclolugist viewing food consumption through a symibrelic imeraction:st lens would he more interested in muerp.
‘evel tapics, such as the symhalic use of food in religious ritnaky, e the sofe &t pizws In the souial interaction of &
famiry denner. This perspective mght aiso study the intersctions amwny proup raembers who identify hemsebves
Yased on their sharing & partcular déet, such 43 vegetarians {people who don’s et meat) o locavares {peosle who
siove to eat locsliv produced food)

Just as etructurel fiunctionalism was criticized for forusing too mouch on the siabi%ity of societes, vonfiict theory has been
criticized because it tends to focus on conflizi to the exciusion of recogniung stabiliny Many sooal struciores are
exqremely stabie or bave graduaily srogressed over it varher than changing, sbruptly as conflaet theory would suggest,
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Symbolic Interacticrist Theary

Symbalic interactionism is 4 micro-Jevel theory that focuses on the reletionships among individuals within a society,
Commuttication - the exthange of meaning through language and symbols - is belleved tu e the way in which people
make sense of their social worlds. Theorists Herman and Reynolds (1494} note that this perspective sees people 2s being
artive in shaping the social world rather than slmpiy being arted upon,

George Herhert Mead { 1853-1941) is considered & founde: of symbelic interactionism though he never published his work
on it (LaRosca and Reltzes 1993). Mesd's student, Herbert Blurner, coited the =rm "symbelic interactionism” and
sutlined these hasit presmises: bumans ‘nteract with things based an meanings ascribad to those things; the ascrthed
meaning of things eomes from o ineractions with uthers and society; the reesaings of things are interpreted by 1 person
when dealing with things in specific drcumstances (Blumer 1969), H vou love books, for example, 4 symbelic
interactionist might propose that vau learned that books are good ar importarit in *he interictions you hzd with family,
friends. schoul, or church, mayhe your family hed 2 speei reading time each week, petiing vour lismary cand wag ireated
a: 2 ypecial event, or bedtime stories were assoeiated with wanmth and tomfort,

Social scientiste who apply symbotic-interactiorast thinking look for putierns of interaction between individuals. Fheir
studies ofter. invoive abservation of tme-om-one interactions. For exemple. while a conflter thearist studving a politica’
pratest might {ucns on class difference, a symbolic interactionis? would be more in‘eresied i how individuals ™ the
pratesting group interact. 2. well a5 the sigas and symbols protesters e o commanlcate their messsge. The focus on the
imporaice of Symboals inbufiding 1 society led soclologists [ike Erang Goffman (1922 - 1982) @ develap J technigae
calied dramaturgical analysis. Coffan used *heater as an analogy for social interaction and recognized that peoples
interactons showed pasterns of cultural “scripes, ™ Becsuse it van be unclenrwhat pace a person may play ina given
stiation, he or she bas 1o improvise tus o7 her role as the sivation urdalds (Goffman 1958).

Studies ihat use the symibolic interartionist perspective are move Hhely to use gualitative research me:hods, such as in-
depth mteeviews of parlicipant bservation, because they seck 10 understand the symbaltc wodds v which research
subjects Tive,

Constructivism ia un extension of symbole imeraction theory which proposes that reality is v.hat humans cognitively
construct 1t 0 be. We develop social convtracts based on interactons wiih ailers, and those constructs that last aver time
are those tha: have mesnings which are widely agreed-upon or genenally cocepted by mos within the society. This
approach 1 often usad to understand what's defined 2+ dev:ant within 2 society. T hers is po absclute defaition pf
deviance, and different sacieues have corsiructed Jifferemt meanings for deviance, a5 weli a5 assacizting different
behavio:s with devimee. One suiuation tha: fliustrates this 2 what voa befieve you're to do if vou find 3 wallet in the
street. I the United Scates, turning the wallet in to lotd authorities wauld be cons idered the appripriate action, and bo
keen the wailei would be seen as deviant. In contras;, many Lastern societics would comsdder it much more appropriate to
keep thewaller and search For the owner yourself; hrning it over bo sumeone else, even the autharities, would be
considered deviant behavior.

Criticiom
PResearh dotte from this perspactive s ofter scrutinized because of the difficuliy of remalning objective: Others criticie
the extremely narvow focus &n svmholic interaction, Proponents. of course. cumsider this ane of Us greatest strengths,

Sociological Theory Today

Thesa three approaches are sirl] the maio foundatien of mudern sociological theory, bz some evoluiion has been seen.
Stractordl-funsctionaliem was 2 dominant force after World War 4f and until the (960s and 1470s. At that time, saciologists
hegan to feel thar srvcturad-Functiviialism did aot sufficiently explain the tapid sowal changes happening = the United
States at ihat time.

Conflict theory then gatned prominence, as there was renewed emphasis on Institutionalized soefal inequalify. Critical
theory, and the parncular aspects of femninist theary and criscal race theory, focused on creating sowiel change through the
application of socialugical prineinles, and the Geld saw a renewed emphasis an heiping ordinary peaple anderstarsd
socieiogy principles, in the form of public socinioy,

Postmodern social theary atempts 1o look at socisty throogh an sniirely new lens by reject =g previons maco-level
atempts to explain soctal phenomera. Generally considered as paining acceptance in the [ate 1970s and eady il
postmodem socts] theary is 2 micra-level approach that Jooks. at <mall, taval groups and individual reality. ts growth in
popuiariy coneides with the consinouvis aspects of symboilc intsractionism.
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1.4 Why Studyv Sociology?

Figure 1.9 ve sesaarch of speioiogists <ernes: snd Meie Cask Selped the Supreme Diuct aasite to end “wepbate b etua.” acial
s&g™gaLos IR achoofs i 12 At Seaea (Mt couesy i pubhe dekn)

When Ex rabathy Lekford tried to cater Cenitrat High Sedical in witle Rock, Arkanses, in Seprember 1957, she was met by
an angry crowd. St she knew she had the law an her side. Tiree years earlier i the Imndmark Brown vs. the Boerd of
Education case, the Uk Supreme Court had ovartarned swenty-ome stite Jaws that allowed blacks and whites to be tatght
In separate school systems as loag as the schoo] systems were “equal.” One of the major factors influencing that decision
was research conducted by the husband-and-wife wean of sociviogists, Kenneth and Mamie Clark. Y resparch showed
that segregation was harmful i yeung Blark schoolchiidren, and the £ onre found that harm 1o be unconstiostonal.

Since it was Arst {oumded, many peonle interested in sociolagy have een driven by the schalardy desire to coniribute
knowledge to this field, while others have seen it as war not only @ stady society but alsw to imprave it Besides
desegregation. sociology has piayed a crucial role 0 many important $ouia! reforms, tnch as sguat opportunity for women
i the workplace, improved westavent for individuals with meniat handicaps or learning dsabiliies, increased auceasibiliy
and accommodation for peaple wich physica! handiceps, the tight of nat.ve populations to preserve thelr land and culnive,

. and prison system reforms.

The promnent sociologis: Peter L. Berger (%5 |, in his 1963 ook fmtation o Sociology A Humanistic Perspeciive,
describes a soaolagist as "sormeone contemed with atderstanding sociew in a disciplined way ¥ He aserts tha
sociciogias have a nawral interest in the monumental moments of peopie’s fives. a5 well a3 a fascination with banad,
everyday ocourrences. Berger dist» describes the “aba” moment wher a sacinlogical theary becomes applicable and
understond-

fTihere 15 a decepuve simpiicrty and obviousness abodt some sociclogical iovestigations. One reads
them, rods at the famliar stene, remarks that one has heand all th's before and don't people have
beter things to do than to waste the.r time on truisms—untl one s suddenly brought up against an
insight that radicaly questions evarything one had previously assumed about this familiar scens.
This is the point at winch one begns 1z sense the excitement of sooology (Berger 1963}

Sociobngy v be exciting because it (eaches people ways to recagnize how they fit into the world énd how others percetve
them, Looking at themnselves and society from a socological perspect've helps peopte ses where they connect to different
groups based on the many different ways they classify themselves and how society Jassifies them in tum. (i ralses
awareness of how those glassifications - such as economic and status levels, eduration, ethnicity, or sexual

orientation -affect perceptios.

Sociology reaches people not o accept eagy explanations. 11 teaches them a way w organize dieir thinking so that they can
ask better questions and formulate better answers It makes peaple more aware thet ther are many differens kinds of
people in the world wha do pot necessardly think the way they do. It increases. theirwillingress und abilay & iy 1o see the
word frum other people’s perspectives. 1%is prepares thern 2o Live #nd work in an increasingly dverse and integrated
word. '

Eociolegy in the Workplace

Employers continne o seek yevple with what are cailed “masferable skills.” Lhis means that they want 2o hire people
whose knowledge and edication can be applivd in a variety of setifags and whowe skills weit contribute to variows tasks.
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Smying saciolngy can provide peogle with this wide knowledge and 4 ski]l set that can contribute t many workplaces,

* an understunding of siuial systems and Lorge burcaucraties;

*  the ability 1o devise and carry ont vesearch projects t assess whether program or pelicy s working
* the ability tn colieet, read, and analyze statisticd information fram puils or surveys:

= the ability to recognize importar defferences in peeple’s social. vultural, and seonomic backproumds;

= skills i preparing reporis and communicating complex ideus: and
¥ the capacity for oritcal tinking aboat sor:al issces and provlems thit confront modem soclety.
(epartment of Sociology, Lstiversity of Alabama)

Saclology prepares people for 3 wide variety of careers Hesfdes ity conducting social research or maining others in
the field, people who graduate from rolicge with a degree in soctulogy are hired by government agencies and corporsrions
in fields such a3 socia! services, counseding (e , family planning, caveer, substance atuse), communrty planting, health
services, marketing. market research, and haman rescurces, Ever 2 small amount of waiing bn sociciogy can be an asset
1 careers ke eales, public relanons, jeurndlism, teaching, law, and cnminal Justice.

el RS Ll Sociology ine Real World

Please "Friend” Me: Studants and Social Networking

The pheaomenan hrown s Facebook was designed specfically for studenss, Wheress earlier pEnerahlons wIE Tt
in exch ather's printed yearbenhs at the end of the academue year, maodern techoology and e {memet ushened tn
tynamic pew ways for peopli to interaty secialty. tnstead of having tu meet up on camps, skrdents can calt, text, and
Eiype fram thexr Sorm roums. Insead of g study group pathering weekiv o the Yibi ary, vodine forums and chet rooms
help learnem connecz. Yhe avatlshitin and immediacy of computer technology has forever changed the ways
whith vudents engage with each other

Now, alter several secia’ netwurks have vied for primacy. a few Tuve establishied their pluce in the market .und some
have uttraited miche qudience. While Facebrok Lannehed the sorsa networiing trend geared towad teens and young
adutis. now penpie of all ages are actively “friending® sach ather | tnkedln distingeished nseif by focusing un,
professinral connections and served asa virtazl world for wockplace eetwacking. Mewer offshuots ke Foursquare
help people connecr dased on the real-world places they frequent. while $witter hae pornered the market on brevity

The widespresd! uwnerstup of smanphones adds o this sorted exnenance; the Pew Research Center (20712) found tha
the majanty of people in the United States with mobsle phenes tow have “soart™ phones with fnternet capability,
Many people worldwide zan row avcess Facehoul, Ywitser, and uther social meds from virtuaDy anywhete, and
these seems to be an increasang accaptance of smarphose use 1 rumy diverse and previously probsbited sesings. The
smteames of siartphone use, 45 with uther social media, are ont et dear

These tewer mode of sutia! ingeraction have also spawned harmdful comseguimtes, such as crerboliyving and what
same cali FAB, o Facebook Addiction Disorder. Resedrchers have a'so examined other putental neglateva mpacts,
suth a; whether 1 aceboaking lowers a student’s £324, or whether there gt be leng-term effects of replacing {ace
to-fare imaraction with socal media

All of these snial networks demonstrate emengioy;, wiays that people 'nteract, whether positive or egative. They
tliustrate how sociologicd; topies are alive and changing mday Social media il most cerniniy be a developing wpic
in the saufly of socialngy for decades to came.
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