The Death of lvan llych

During an interval in the Melvinski trial in the large build-
ing of the Law Courts, the members and public prosecutor met
in ITvan Egorovich Shebek's private room, where the conversa-

fon turned on the celebrated Krasovski case. Fador Vasilievich
warmly maintained that it was not subject to their jurisdiction,
Tvan Egorovich maintained the contrary, while Peter Ivanovich,
not having entered into the discussion at the start, took no part
in it but looked through the Gazette which had just been handed
.

“Gentlemen,” he said, ‘‘Ivan iych has died!”

“You don't say so!”’

“Here, read it yourself,” replied Peter Ivanovich, handing
Feédor Vasilievich the paper still damp from the press. Sur-
rounded by a black border were the words: “Praskovya Fédo-
rovna Goloving, with profound sorrow, informs relatives and
friends of the demise of her beloved husband Ivan llych Go-
lovin, Member of the Court of Justice, which occurred on Febru-

ary the 4th of this year 1882, The funeral will take place on
Friday at one o’clock in the afternoon.””

Ivan Tlych had been a collea
and was liked by them all. He ha
an illness said to be incurable, His post had been kept open
for him, but there had been conjectures that in case of his
death Alexeev might receive his appointment, and that either

gue of the gentlemen present
d been ill for some weeks with
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d Alexeev. So on rae.

’ ]WOUld succee €Cejyiy, =
Vinnikov or Sll;tiﬁf-’s death the first thought of each of the
news‘of Ivatn n'}:/ate room was of the chax?ges anq Promgg,
men in tha 'pn among themselves or their acquamtances,
mlghE'IOCCﬁzll? be sure to get Shtabel’s_ place or V'nniko .

o ;édor Vasi]ieViCho " Wa's promlSEd that long agol 3
tﬂguﬁomoﬁm means an extra eight hundred rubleg , Yea
me besides the allowance. brothies-in-Jave

“Now I must apply for my rs er-ir W'S transfe,
Kaluga,” thought Peter Ivanovich. "My wife will be ver,
and then she won't be able to say that I never do anythin
her relations.” . i

“I thought he would never leave his bed again, said Pey.:

5 p ter

Ivanovich aloud. “It’s very sad. o

“But what really was the matter with him?

“The doctors couldn’t say—at least they could, but
them said something different. When last I saw him |
he was getting better,”

“And I haven't been to see hj
meant to go,”

€ach of
thOug}“{ (
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. -h had been his nearest
r ilieViC?vzlgi\ﬁiae;;‘éaganvc;icsd‘law' witl: I\;\alrr:‘ llych
e i imself o b under 0BG NS B
l;::i COnSlier his wife at dlﬂ? ;:hr(::sesigle to get her brother :
' Haymg“'ecmre oy Ir::ali;ger Ivarltjovich sacrificed his usual y

 his € i~ circuit ch’s i r
and (;ferred = tl-ﬂﬂé-:vening’ clothes, and drove to Ivan 1y ' N
n hlS E v

L e Y 3 LT U g
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naP’ rriage and two cabs. Leaning i
huusefkt the enu"am;f Sk::;l)%:wc:stairgs near the cloak-stand was i

.t the wall in the h cloth of gold ornamented with gold ;
o nelid covered with #O ish c’l with metal powder. i &
5 coftil ssels, that had been Polls ed up g5 Pedar ,

and 1255 black were taking off their fur cloaks.

ladies ™ nized one of them as Ivan Ilych’s sister, but .the
pranoVich recs?t%anger to him. His colleague Schwartz was just
other Waj jvnstairs, but on seeing Peter Ivanovich enter he
Commgd aﬁd winked at him, as if to say: “Ivan Ilych has made a
wppzf things—not like you and me.” o
IrlessSchwartz’s face with his Piccadilly whiskers and his sh.m
fieure in evening dress had as usual an air of elegant solemnity
which contrasted with the playfulness of his character gnd had a
special piquancy here, or so it seemed to Peter Ivanov1cl“\.

Peter Ivanovich allowed the ladies to precede him and
slowly followed them upstairs. Schwartz did not come down
but remained where he was, and Peter Ivanovich understood
that he wanted to arrange where they should play bridge that
evening. The ladies went upstairs to the widow’s room, and
Schwartz with seriously compressed lips but a playful look in
his eyes, indicated by a twist of his eyebrows the room to the
right where the body lay. :

Peter Ivanovich, like everyone else on such occasions, en- C
tered feeling uncertain what he would have to do. All he knew '
was that at such times it is always safe to cross oneself, But he

should make obeisances while |
e adopted a middle course. On

Two
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whisper. A vigorous, resolute Church Reader
was reading something in a loud voice with a
_uamniamm any contradiction. The butler’s assi
stepping lightly in front of Peter Ivanovich Smm_ mwmsr e
thing on the floor. Noticing this, Peter ?m.:os.nﬂ ..ms::.m 50
ately aware of a faint odour of a decomposing bod 7 immeg
The last time he had called on Ivan E\nmr P W .
had seen Gerasim in the study. Ivan Ilych :mmr o} Tvanoy
fond of him and he was performin s e Micularff
. . g the duty of a sjck k.
. 1&.9. Ivanovich continued to make the sipn of -
slightly inclining his head in an intermediate &Wm % 2% by 4
the coffin, the Reader, and the icons on the ﬁmzmm °n betwee :
the room. Afterwards, when it seemed to him »TM w:moSmS £
ment of his arm in crossing himself had gone on t ong. 1k
stopped and began to look at the corpse. Sy
The dead man lay, as dead men always lie, i ally
rmmé.imw. his rigid limbs sunk in the soft Wmmﬁ\o“ Mmmmgmn_m:w .
fin, with the head forever bowed on the pill A
waxen brow with bald 5 sukn et
patches over his sunken temples was
z:.:m.n up in the way peculiar to the dead, the protruding nose
wwMa::m to press on the upper lip. He was much changed and |,
o W_Mﬁ M..m<mm~“ Mwwﬂmanwwwnm\ mmmwa ?m:oﬂmr had last seen |
e dead, his face was hand-
somer and above all more dignified than when he was alive. The |
expression on the face said that what was necessary had been
accomplished, and accomplished rightly. Besides this there was
in that expression a reproach and a warning to the living. This
warning mmmBm.m to Peter Ivanovich out of place, or at least not
m.w_u:nmzm to him. He felt a certain discomfort and so he hur-
MM&W M_.Ommnmm ww.:mm: once more and turned and went out of
e .Mm “.z mmwn“t m“ﬂm&v\ and too regardless of propriety, as he
mnrimnm was waiting for him in the adjoining room with
_mmm. mv_‘m.mm wide apart and both hands toying with his top-hat
behind his gn.w. The mere sight of that playful <<m=-m~.ooam9
and elegant figure refreshed Peter ?m:oinm. He felt that
Schwartz was above all thege happenings and would not surren-
Amw to any depressing influences, His very look said that this in-
cident of a church service for Ivan llych could not be a sufficient
reason for infringing the order of the session—in other words
that it would certainly not prevent his unwrapping a new pack

+ 1N A frock,
N expression ¢

il o
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ds and shuffling them that evening while a footman placed
of &M sh candles on the table: in fact, that there was no reason
o osing that this incident would hinder their spending the
3_.2._% 3 agreeably. Indeed he said this in a whisper as Peter
m<m=_<mmn: passed him, proposing that they should meet for a
?m:om: Fedor Vasilievich’s. But apparently Peter Ivanovich was
-l y bridge that evening. Praskovya Fédorovna

tined to pla
_M_oM%MM‘ fat woman who despite all efforts to the contrary had
Moa_.::& to broaden steadily from her shoulders downwards

and who had the same extraordinarily arched mwmvnos.a as the
lady who had been standing by the coffin), dressed all in black,
her head covered with lace, came out of her room with some
other ladies, conducted them to the room where the dead body
lay, and said: “The service will begin immediately. Please go
" Schwartz, making an indefinite bow, stood still, evidently
neither accepting nor declining this invitation. Praskovya Fédo-
rovna, recognizing Peter Ivanovich, sighed, went close up to
him, took his hand, and said: “I know you were a true friend of -
lvan Ilych . ..” and looked at him awaiting some suitable re-
sponse. And Peter Ivanovich knew that, just as it had been the
right thing to cross himself in that room, so what he had to do
here was to press her hand, sigh, and say, “Believe me. . ..” So
he did all this and as he did it felt that the desired result had
been achieved: that both he and she were touched.

“Come with me. I want to speak to you before it begins,”
said the widow. “Give me your arm.”

Peter Ivanovich gave her his arm and they went to the in-
ner rooms, passing Schwartz, who winked at Peter Ivanovich
compassionately.

“That does for our bridge! Don't object if we find another
Player. Perhaps you can cut in when you do escape,” said his
playful look.

Peter Ivanovich sighed still more deeply and despon-
dently, and Praskovya Fédorovna pressed his arm gratefully.
”N:ms they .Hmmnrmn_ the drawing-room, upholstered in pink cre-
m_h,:m and lighted by a dim lamp, they sat down at the table—
o sc% a sofa and Peter Ivanovich on a low pouffe, the springs
Fedg ich yielded spasmodically under his weight. Praskovya
iy fovna had been on the point of warning him to take an-

€I seat, but felt that such a warning was out of keeping with
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Nowing her nose. When she had done so he saig, ~
" and she again began talking and brought o :
dently her chief concern with him—namely 85 ,
to how she could obtain a grant of money @m i
on the occasion of her husband’s death. She sﬂs ﬁrm.
she was asking Peter Ivanovich’s advice abo ﬁmam _
he soon saw that she already knew about ﬁn v
detail, more even than he did himself, Sh w_Msﬁo
could be got out of the government in n.o:m i
band's death, but wanted to find out wheth e
sibly extract something more. Peter Iva e mrm.nos_n . _uo
some means of doing so, but after nmmmnm e oy e to tink
of propriety, condemning the governme :m.w mo_” " s.r fleand, oy
he said he thought that nothing mo ol b gardlnes |
sighed and evidently began to mmimmS ity o sl
visitor. Noticing this, he put out his n?mm:m ot geting idofhe |
_52_\H and went out into the m:ﬁmaonﬂmﬁmxm‘ rose, pressed e
n the dining- . q
T Bcnmr _.oom5 where the clock stood that Ivan Ilych |
! and had bought at an anti u
Ivanovich met a pri jitanices i ki
: priest and a few acquaintances who had ,.
o attend the service, and h i doughtera |
s e e recognized Ivan Ilych’s daughter, a
mvvmmqmam _v.éc:m woman. She was in black and her slim figure
Zppest slimmer Em: ever. She had a gloomy, determined, a- B
il Mm.d\ expression, and bowed to Peter Ivanovich as though .,
e _:wmoBm way to blame. Behind her, with the same of |
e %o , stood a SmmEd\ young man, an examining magis- :
" rm 4 %B Peter Ivanovich also knew and who was her fiancé,
; a heard. He bowed mournfully to them and was about
0 pass into ﬁ.rm death-chamber, when from under the stairs ap-
peared Em figure of Ivan Ilych’s schoolboy son, who was ex- &
wﬁsmq like his father. He seemed a little Ivan llych, such a5 §
I&a., Ivanovich remembered when they studied law topaihex
is tearstained eyes had in them the look that is seen in the eyes
of boys of thirteen or fourteen who are not pure-minded. When
he saw Peter Ivanovich he scowled morosely and shamefacedly-
Peter Ivanovich nodded to him and entered the death-chamber- i
The service began: candles, groans, incense, tears, and sobs. P& 75
ter Ivanovich stood looking gloomily down at his feet. He o
not look once at the dead man, did not yield to any depressing

influence, and was one of the first to Jeave the room. There was
no one in the anteroom, but Gerasim darted out of the dead -

Wm:m«ﬁ

hat vag mﬁm
Stion i .
mo<m55.%_” ,.
ﬁm_uﬁ mma.nmmn Z
ﬂmﬂ&oa&m& ;
the minye |
W how myg b
ce of her rmw. .

d
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THE DE
g the fur

g hands amon

ith his stron .
/e ro0m rummaged W1 . ng 1
o mﬁho%:m\ Peter Jvanovich’s, and :m_vmm ?B&Mﬂ NM e
im,” sai vano
o friend Gerasim, said mmnmn b

7 said

:Em:\ F - L 4
Z ffair, isn't 1t
Iegmea 200 o it some day;

something . 1, wvill. We shall all come t

= MMM_M&MM his teeth—the ever, white teeth o-“n wm
Gerasi?l mmma\msm\ like 2 man in the thick of urgent WO m
:mm:@r_wmo ened the front door, called the coachman, _..mnﬁm
. w:mcmwOSm% into the sledge, and sprang back to the por as
etk diness for what he had to do next. "
L d the fresh air vmn—nﬁ_maw pleasant 2

[vanovich foun
the dead body, an

ked the coachman. ..,
Tl call round on Fédor

Peter 4 i
ter the smell of incense, d carbolic acid.

#Where t0, sir?”’ as
#¢'s not toO late even NOw. - -

vasilievich.”
He accordingly drove there and
the first rubber, SO that it was quite €O

2]

Ivan Ilych’s life had been m
and therefore most terrible.

He had been a member of the Court of Justice, and died at

the age of forty-five. His father had been an official who after
- serving in various ministries and departments in Petersburg had
made the sort of career which brings men to positions from
which by reason of their long service they cannot be dismissed,
though they are obviously unfit to hold any responsible posi-
tion, and for whom therefore posts are specially created, which
though fictitious carry salaries of from six to ten thousand rubles
that are not fictitious, and in receipt of which they live on to a

great age.
i Such was the w&é.ﬂo.ﬁ:&:oﬂ. and superfluous member of

Qm superfluous institutions, Ilya Epimovich Golovin.

The m_amm Mma three sons, of whom Ivan Ilych was the second.
ol 1 mmws was following in his father’s footsteps only in an-
the mmnsw% Msm:w and was mr.wmaw approaching that stage in
P M smr._nr a similar sinecure would be reached. The
3¢ pasitinns s a failure. He had ruined his prospects in a number
and was now serving in the railway department.

found them just finishing
nvenient for him to cutin.

ost simple and most ordinary
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At school he had \ i
to him very horrid mn% M.Mmmgﬂmm Micn:.rmm formerly seemed
when he did them; but when _mﬁw eel disgusted with himself
were done by people of good vonmm: he saw that such actions
gard them as wrong, he was able on~ i .
right, but to forget about them entire] AL gl Hhipes
at remembering them., Y or not be at all troubled

Having graduated from the
the tenth nmm:w of the civil mmw&nwnwmm_ MMWm wand mzm&mmm for
from his father for his equipment, Ivan i M..m H.mMmEmm Gonm_w
clothes at Scharmer’s, the fashionable S:ow N ordered Emmwm
inscribed respice finem" on his watch-chain, took %:.m a ﬁﬂwm Mn\_
fessor and the prince who was patron of the mnrmw,_\m % ! s mw“m.

well dinner with his comrades at Donon’s first.class mﬁ arant
and with his new m:.& fashionable portmanteay, ::mﬂmmnwwmrmm\
shaving and other toilet appliances, and a travelling EW > ﬁEH
chased at the best shops, he set off for one of the provinces

£ g
1#Reflect on your end.”
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through his father’s influence, he had been attached to
as an official for special service.

rovince Ivan Ilych soon arranged as easy and
e a position for himself as he had had at the School of
wmmon:mm his official tasks, made his career, and at the
sed himself pleasantly and decorously. Occa-
al visits to country districts, where he be-
haved with dignity both to his superiors and inferiors, and
performed the duties entrusted to him, which related chiefly to
the sectarians,” with an exactness and incorruptible honesty of
which he could not but feel proud.

In official matters, despite his youth and taste for frivolous
gaiety, he was exceedingly reserved, punctilious, and even se-
vere; but in society he was often amusing and witty, and always
moom.sm:b.mm\ correct in his manner, and bon enfant, as the Gov-
ornor and his wife—with whom he was like one of the family—

used to say of him.

In the province he had an affair
vances to the elegant young lawyer, and there was also a milli-
ner; and there were carousals with aides-de-camp who visited
the district, and after-supper visits to a certain outlying street of
doubtful reputation; and there was too some obsequiousness to
his chief and even to his chief’s wife, but all this was done with
such a tone of good breeding that no hard names could be ap-
plied to it. It all came under the heading of the French saying:
“ll faut que jeunesse se passe.”” It was all done with clean hands,
inclean linen, with French phrases, and above all among people
MM EM__Mm% society and consequently with the approval of people

rank.
__ Solvan Ilych served for five years and then came a change
Bl Em. official life. The new and reformed judicial institutions
Mpmﬂ introduced, and new men were needed. Ivan Ilych became
Em a new man. He was offered the post of examining magis-
o M, and rm. accepted it though the post was in another prov-
and wsa obliged him to give up the connexions he had formed
the m make new ones. His friends met to give him a mmn@.omn
m?w : ad a group-photograph taken and presented him with a
Cigarette-case, and he set off to his new post.

S\Tmhm\

In the P

a mnmmmg

Law. He
same time amused ¥
sionally he paid offici

with a lady who made ad-

nw__m%mz Christian sects that had broken off from the Russian Orthodox

%
Youth must have its fling.”
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Av evamming magistrde Tvan Hyeh was i
st and dovorous @ man, inspiring xc_mez_ _‘MMLMM_F mE. QS_EE il
o separating is offickal duties from his private life Nnd capapls
been when acting as an official on special servic .f = e hag
aow as examining magistrate were far more inte . His dy ._h_.
; i , resfin
tractive than before. In his former position it had b Cp
& wear an undress uniform made by Scharm een ple
through the crowd of petitioners and officials m..w_ Ad. fo .
H&Vﬂ%::ﬂﬁ%n.%:&ﬁ% with the Governor, M:«Mmeﬁ,m__ " |
N THIN 2 ce and easy gait he et
Mz% nm W.M_EZ oo to have mvn%_u o“,”o%\ M“w Mﬂm_%__ﬂﬁyw ,w_ !
En...lca«—.. c”_mﬂw_ﬂm.ﬁ.mc_u_a had been directly Lo_uo:ugw.._
spucia ::wf,m“:nlw M..mr ﬂ,ﬁa the sectarians when he went g
inadis; s :., s ,”, ;.._ m__ﬁ_& to treat them politely, almost,
O S = ,Z::m them feel that he who had theld
S8t Thoes s,_mz M:..,?.., treating them in this simple, En:&_. J
amining magistrate ,__M but few such people, But now, s an ex:8
tion, even the Ec,ﬁ,w o lych felt that everyone without excep:
power, and that he p ﬁvo:mi and self-satisfied, was in his
Paper with a certain m; only write a few words on a sheet
satisfied person woul ammm__ﬂm. and this or that important, self
accused person or a witnes B:mz. before him in the role of an
him to st down, would _,_mwm: and if he did not choose to allow-
questions. lvan Tlyeh o ave to stand _”E_.c_.c him and answer his
contrary to soften m<mw w,a:mca his power; he tried on the
the possibitity of mcmhxm_.mu.m.o? but the consciousness of it and '
and attraction of his o m%.:mn,m effect, supplied the chief interest
ammnations, he very mowm. i _:.w work itself, espectally in his exe
<onsiderations irrefuys n acquired a method of eliminating all -
ducing ever the me n_.:. to Em legal aspect of the cane, and res
would be presented st complicated case o a form In which L
on paper only in its externals, completely

munwﬂﬂmd hi A
servin 5 1S personal opinion of the matter, while above all b

lvety wag g
: e of th
On
2wn, he
wf ony

'
)
o8

taking y . ”wﬁ g bo mn_u_.v, the new Code of 18644

made _._m_waﬂ ¢ post of examining magistrale In o :csm

2 new foof acquaintances and connesions, placed him
ooting, and assumed a somoewhal different {one

"€ eman,
B

cipation |
PANOD o the serfs in 1861 was followed by o thoroigh alf :_::;

judicial Uﬁsﬂ.,.«.n::ﬁm. [Trans.]

&g ev : 5 iy
B €Very preseribed formality. The work was new and [van -
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rather dignified aloofness towards the
ked out the best circle of legal gen-
1 and wealthy gentry Jiving in the town and assumed a
ht dissatisfaction with the government, of moderate
liberalism, and of enlightened citizenship. At the same time,
without at all altering the elegance of his .oxmw.. he ceased shav-
ing his chin and allowed his beard to grow as it pleased.
fvan liych settled down very pleasantly in this new town.
The society there, which inclined towards opposition to the
Governar, was friendly, his salary was larger, and he began to
play vint,® which he found added not a little to the pleasure of
life, for he had a capacity for cards, played good-humouredly,
and calculated rapidly and astutely, so that he usually won.
After living there for two years he met his future wife,
Praskovya Fédorovna Mikhel, who was the most attractive,
clever, and brilliant girl of the set in which he moved, and
among other amusements and relaxations from his labours as
examining magistrate, Ivan llych established light and playful
relations with her.
While he had been an official on special service he had
T%: accustomed to dance, but now as an examining magistrate
it was exceptional for him to do so. If he danced now, he did it
s if to show that though he served under the reformed order of
things, and had reached the fifth official rank, yet when it came
to dancing he could do it better than most people. So at the end
M: an evening he sometimes danced with Praskovya Fédorovna,
m__a it was chiefly during these dances that he captivated her.
._“,._., :_"_ in _.s<... with him, Ivan =<n.r had at first no definite inten-
o Ol man m_v;:m, but when the girl fell in love with him he said
imsell; “Really, why shouldn’t I marry?”

ouk up an attitude of

1& ﬁ P »
ncial authorities, but pic

an
tlemen an
tone of slig|

T

_Sx___,.gw_rcw«n _égo_.c/_.:: came of a good family, was not bad-
plred mu. A 1 ....a some little property. van llych might have as-
i :::_a brilliant match, but even this was good. He had
Was s.c_«. .,, n z_,:_. he hoped, would have an equal income, She
bl Sm.::._zzﬁ__ ;1.: was a sweet, pretly, and thoroughly
ol 1 Lo .__r_ _._,5_.4_5:. o say that tvan llyeh married because he
Pathize ,;_,m._p _d | raskovya Fedoroyna and found that she sym-
(il e 1o v Wi viows of life would be as incorrect as to say

marrded because his soctal cicle approved of the match,

A
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He was swayed by both these considerations: the
- the ma

him personal satisfaction, and o]
) . , and at the same time it ... ¢ B3V
ered the right thing by the most highly Hummnmﬁwum t was no:mam
So Ivan Ilych got married. el ASSOciates;

. The preparations for marriage an
M__.moww Wmm. s:Mr its conjugal nmwmmmm@ %MTMmﬂ.mmewm of ma.
crock Ty, and new linen, were very pleasant c:EwﬂH.Ea.. W&
e ﬂmmﬂ%al.mo ?wﬂ Ivan Ilych had begun to Ew:mm vl E.
mmnmoazos not impair the easy, agreeable, pa e
s character of his life, approved of wm e
garded by himself as natural, but P i

s M e would even improve it, B
unpleasant, depressing, and uns mﬂwmsm:n? something nej§
was no way of escape m_bmx Sy shyinc from which thereh
His wife Smwrowﬂ an ﬁwﬂm&% = :
Ilych expressed it to Egmmﬂwlmwwwﬂ SQMMWMHW nﬂm WN e N
propriety of their life. She began to be j ithout a8
‘ jealous without an
MM“MP«M%@MMMM% ho &N.Mm his Mi._oﬂm attention to her, mocm.W,m,
ccones. g made coarse and ill-manneréd
e Awﬁﬁmmw M\.nmn :%Q‘—.rowma to escape from the unpleasanty
. ! e of affairs by the same easy and decorous rela
tion to life that had served him heretofore: he tried to ignore his
wife’s disagreeable moods, continued to live in his usual easy.|
and pleasant way, invited friends to his house for a game of
cards, and also tried going out to his club or spending his eve
nings with friends. But one day his wife began upbraiding him
so vigorously, using such coarse words, and continued to abus
him every time he did not fulfil her demands, so resolutely anc
with such evident determination not to give way till he submit
ted— that is, till he stayed at home and was bored just as she
was—that he became alarmed. He now realized that matri
askovya Fédorovna—was not always

mony—at any rate with Pr d . ..
conducive to the pleasures and amenities of life, but on the con-:

trary often infringed both comfort and propriety, and that he %
must therefore entrench himself against such infringement:
And Ivan llych began to seek for means of doing so. His official

duties were the one thing that imposed upon Praskovya Fédo-
rovna, and by means of his official work and the duties attached

to it he began struggling with his wife to secure his own inde-

pendence.
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with the birth of their child, the attempts to mmwmm :. and ?m
us failures in doing so, and with the real w.bm imaginary ill-
¢ mother and child, in which Ivan Ilych’s sympathy was
ut about which he understood nothing, the zm.mm of
himself an existence outside his family life became

vario
nesses 0
mmamﬁam& b
securing for

11 more imperative. .
- B>m his %:m grew more irritable and exacting and Ivan Ilych

transferred the centre of gravity wm his life more and anw to his
official work, so did he maoi to like his work better and become
mbitious than before.

Bo_.mﬂmQ soon, within a year of his wedding, Ivan Ilych rm.a re-
Jlized that marriage, though it may add some comforts to life, is
in fact a very intricate and difficult affair towards Swmnr in order
to perform one’s duty, that is, to lead a decorous life approved
of by society, one must adopt a definite attitude just as towards
one’s official duties.

And Ivan Ilych evolved such an attitude towards married
life. He only required of it those conveniences—dinner at home,
housewife and bed—which it could give him, and above all that
propriety of external forms required by public opinion. For the
rest he looked for light-hearted pleasure and propriety, and was
very thankful when he found them, but if he met with antago-
nism and querulousness he at once retired into his separate
fenced-off world of official duties, where he found satisfaction.

Ivan Ilych was esteemed a good official, and after three
years was made Assistant Public Prosecutor. His new duties,
their importance, the possibility of indicting and imprisoning
anyone he chose, the publicity his speeches received, and the
success he had in all these things, made his work still more at-
tractive.

More children came. His wife became more and more
mw_mzn_o:m and ill-tempered, but the attitude Ivan Ilych had
" rmnma ﬁoimwmm his home life rendered him almost impervious

grumbling.
toam %MW seven years’ service in that town he was transferred
short of I province as .wc_u.:o Hun.ommo:ﬁoﬁ They moved, but were
y ;osa%:mw and his s:mm. did not like the place they moved
beside, ,m:.nrm salary was r_m.rm_. the cost of living was greater,
Stll mope c_n two of Em:...nr__&mb died and family life became

Prast :Emmmmﬁ» for him.

Skovya Fedorovna blamed her husband for every
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M.Mnc.%a:_o:@ they encountere
nrmur:j:cza between husb
ren's education, le

putes, and thos
¢ dlsputes w
gl o ere apt t d
2:_,”,_,.””“_@__.“ ,._%3”::3 only _:cm% s..me_._s?
- ame o them at time
were islets at which they anchore

out upon that oc
can of velle
their aloofness from one asm___.,mh,:_:w which

grieved Ivan 1l
but he now re w.“..ﬂ rh_i he considered that it oughy
the goal at imn_ﬂ m. the position as normal, Emn_ oﬂm: o exigt,
himself more and Bwqm_ﬁma _", family life, His aim &Mmswwnua it
them a semblance of _:.«3:” _p hose cz_u_oammi:cmmmm and to e+
this by spending less and _m.w.w:.nmm and propriety, He mnsm__wm
obliged to be at home he Emm_ ”_c_so mz:: his m.m:s:vc and when
presence of outsiders, The chief tl safeguard his position by the
his official duties. The whole int hing however was that he had
the official world and that 583%8%1 of hig life now centred in
ness of his power, being able to ruin L (L R
the importance, even the external _a:. m:.v&o% .rm wished to ruin,
or meetings with his mcco_.n::m_mm_m_ﬂ_%\ mom - Q:U:.:S 8.::.\
and inferiors, and above all his Em‘_mﬁ l ::nnomm.izr o s
which he was conscious—all this n:mw_j _M u:_&_:m of cains; a
his life, together with chats with wmm no_,“_: g e e
bridge. So that on the whole Ivan Ilych’s mwom MMm‘n.QSﬂn“m\ %:a
as he considered it should do—pleasantly and _uwﬁwmwmw o flow
So things continued for another seven years. His eldest
daughter was already sixteen, another child had died, and only
one son was left, a schoolboy and a subject of &mmm:\m_.os Ivan
Ilych wanted to put him in the School of Law, but to mﬁmnm him
Praskovya Fédorovna entered him at the High School. The
daughter had been educated at home and had turned out well:
the boy did not learn badly cither,

So Ivan llych

He was already 2

d in their ne
and and wife
d to topics which

w homg, Moy
s ehpecially
recalled (o

of the
1o the
Hnjﬁ-ﬁ h—_?

d for a while and then again gor
an g
showed itself _m”

Ihis aloofness might hay,
¢

lived for scventeen years after his marriage-
Iy mn::: of long standing, and had

Rifer, whilc awaiting a more desir-
god unpleasant occurrence

P
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e upset the ﬁnmm&:_ course of his life. He was expecting to
yor esiding judge in a University town, but

...m:ﬁ:ﬁ c:¥ .
c_:iﬂwcaorwi came to the front mnmo_&mm:mﬁ:rm mnvo_av
Hapi d. Ivan llych became irritable, Evamn_ﬁ& I%v@

t instea .‘ .
e d with his immediate superi-

and p:u:n__&, both with him an ‘
ors—who became colder to him and again passed him over

other appointments Were made. .
asg,_,zm was in 1880, the hardest year of Ivan Ilych's life, It was

that it became evident on the one hand that his salary was
insufficient for them to live on, and on the other that Jm had
peen forgotten, and not only this, but that what was for him a._.m
greatest and most cruel injustice u_uvmmz& to others a quite ordi-
nary occurrence. Even his father did not consider it his duty to

help him. Ivan flych felt himself abandoned by everyone, and

(hat they regarded his position with a salary of 3,500 rubles as

quite normal and even fortunate. He alone knew that with the
consciousness of the injustices done him, with his wife’s inces-
sant nagging, and with the debts he had contracted by living be-
yond his means, his position was far from normal.

In order to save money that summer he obtained leave of
sbsence and went with his wife to live in the country at her
brother’s place.

In the country, without his work, he experienced ennui for
the first time in his life, and not only ennui but intolerable de-
pression, and he decided that it was impossible to go on living
like that, and that it was necessary to take energetic measures.

Having passed a sleepless night pacing up and down the
veranda, he decided to go to Petersburg and bestir himself, in
order to punish those who had failed to appreciate him and to
get transferred to another ministry.

Next day, despite many protests from his wife and her
brother, he started for Petersburg with the sole object of obtain-
ing a post with a salary of five thousand rubles a year. He was
no longer bent on any particular department, or tendency, or
kind of activity. All he now wanted was an appointment to an-
:Em.q post with a salary of five thousand rubles, either in the ad-
m::_m:mmo? in the banks, with the railways, in one of the
:M%Mmmm ZmQ.m\m .mencmo:m\ or even in the customs—but it
i o carry with it a salary of five thousand rubles and be in a
biom stry other than that in which they had failed to appreciate

And this quest of Ivan Ilych’s was crowned with

then



Ivan Semenovich, Peter Ivanovich Was to be

tersburg Iv.
nmm:wﬂ.mm - Ly
Justice.

A week later

he tel
place. I shall rece; egraphed to his wife: “Zachar in My
tation of re _ m}
port

olleagues besides g
es giv-
%zn.m z:”mm thousand m_e,.m
with his removal. All his

than he had been for

cheered u
P and a truce w
told of how he had be S arranged between them. Ivan llvch
I en féted Uv‘ evervb . ¥
all those who had been his enemi rybody in Petersburg, how
fawned on him, how envious z..m_mm were put to shame and now
how much everybody in Petersb Wniﬂnmmnmo_m mw_m appointment, and
) _#er.ods Fédorovna :ﬁm:mw to all zm% g
believe it. She did not contradict anything, b AN Y 1
for their life in the town to which wrm m”m ut only made plans
saw with delight that these plans were Wmm Wzmo%w. M..p: Eﬂr
M;m agreed, and that, after a stumble, Zmﬂmm a,..mm WMmmmme.%_m mm
n%—m._“ﬂn natural character of pleasant lightheartedness and de-
Ivan =v”nr had come back for a short time only, for he had
to take up his new duties on the 10th of September. Moreover,
he needed time to settle into the new place, to move all his be-
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buy and order many addi-
h arrangements as he had

from the Eo&:n? and to
tly what Praskovya Feédo-

ina word, to make suc
which were almost exac
ided on.
:mna Mwm%rmsm had :mvvmsm.a so fortunately, and
his wife were at one in their aims and moreover mrmi
: nother, they got on together petter than they
, little of o€ @ . Ivan Ilych had
N .ce the first years of marriage. Ivan Uy :
f taking his family away with Z.B mn.o:nm. but Eor_am
f his wife's brother and her m_mﬁmn.._:-_mi, iw._o mm
cuddenly become ﬁE..;nEEE amiable and friendly to him an
pis family, induced him to depart alone. - induced b
So he %ﬁm;m? and the cheerful state .om 85 in c.nm : W
his success and by the harmony between his wife and himsell,
the one intensifying the other, did not leave ?B .Em found a de-
lightful house, just the thing both he and his wife had QEwBﬂ
of. Spacious, lofty reception rooms in the old style, a convenient
and dignified study, rooms for his wife and daughter, a study
ior his son—it might have been specially built for them. Ivan
lych himself superintended the arrangements, chose the wall-
papers, supplemented the furniture (preferably with antiques
which he considered particularly comme il faut), and supervised
the upholstering. Everything progressed and progressed and
%Eounrma the ideal he had set himself: even when things were
only half completed they exceeded his expectations. He saw
what a refined and elegant character, free from vulgarity, it
would all have when it was ready. On falling asleep he pictured
to himself how the reception-room would look. Looking at the
vet unfinished drawing-room he could see the fireplace, the
screen, the what-not, the little chairs dotted here and there, the
m_m_ﬁm and plates on the 2m.=m. and the bronzes, as they would
, H W wmz m<mQ:_.5m was in place. He was pleased by the
st , would be impressed by it. They were certainly not
o by Shely. o WHh e 5 pardulary
aristocratic character to "r.m 27%5 lace _M »m.m,ﬂm . vmnanc_mqa..
tentionally understated ever n_amsv in : aﬁ b Ll
prise them. All this so mwmw% n_mw. order to be able to sur-
though he liked his official ed him that his new duties—
he had expected. S icia work—interested him less than
. Sometimes he even had moments of

:.wuw:mm. .
_.,., | things:

sistence ©

i 3 e v

e e s A e AT
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her present condition and so cha her mi
M..:? »HM ﬂ“ﬁm Peter Ivanovich aMmW:mm& ros..::.ﬂw%.wrnmrmﬁ dowy
e n”xwz and had consulted him regar &zv. ?a ar-
- m“nr.w”w“ﬂn leaves. The whole room was Em__smm Ly
e e e » and on her way to the sofa the _mo o
- - - ‘ m ,
Beved M_mm ermr«”ﬁwr rose also and gave M_wz: Mmﬁﬂmwmﬂﬂwcﬂw. .
fﬁvm.mEm &o.:.? < mnmwww shawl herself, and Peter ?mbos.nrs,aﬁs
St dows mw ﬁm.wmm .mm the rebellious springs of the vo:.m.wwms
ke e ms: dow had :ﬁ.x quite freed herself and _um”“
e iy mﬂmn mMEmmE and again the pouffe rebelled and e

s was all over she took out a clean nmENMM

handkerchief becan
and the mqﬁ.mwmmas.#m th to weep. The episode with the shawl
e pouffe had cooled Peter Ivanovich’s

emotions and he sat there with a sullen look on his face. This

ms.ws.mammncmm .
ler, who came HMMm«a,mmnSana pted by Sokolov, Ivan Llych’s but-
skovya Fédorovna TWM n_.Smm:ﬁ the plot in the cemetery that Pra-
She W»Oﬁﬁmm weeping and would cost two hundred rubles.
aiv of @ vickm :wEmHM MM_ , looking at Peter Ivanovich with the
Peter Ivanovich made a mmEmMMm_Mermn.: was very hard for her.
tion that it must indeed be so. gesture signifying his full convic-
“Please smoke,” she said in a
i St s A magnanimous yet crushed
voice, and ed to discuss with Sokolov the ﬁn.nm%opn the plot

for the grave.
Peter Ivanovich while lighting his cigarette heard her in-

quiring very cir nwsmgum%% .-.:8 ﬁrw prices of different plots in
finally decide which she would take. When

the cemetery an
that was done she gave instructions about engaging the choir

Sokolov then left the room.
T look after everything myself,” she to
’ Id Pet ;
albums that lay on the table; and :cmm.b_w\m%m“\ M..m\

shifting the .
table was endangere y his cigarette-ash, she j ;
pas sed him an ashtray, saying as she did so: no:m_n.MMw.. anW_*MW\
fectation to 52y Halk mu.,_m». prevents my attending to practical
affairs. On the contrary, if any thing can—I won't sa ﬂo: le
put—distract me, it is seeing to everything no.ﬂ_nm i
out her handkerchief as if prepar rning
she sho PRGN R
shook herself and

tering her feeling,

VN

me, i
him.” She again “.cor
put suddenly; 25 if mas
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THE
to talk to

#But there i something I want

g control of the springs of
quivering under him.

calmly.

3 n "

_ai.?m:os.nr powed, keepi

which :mmediately began
bly the last few days.”

red terri .
said Peter [vanovich. .
d unceasingly, not for minutes

:QQ Tm.ﬂ\\
| He screame
the last three days he screamed incessantly. It
d how I bore it; you could

I cannot understan
off. Oh, what I have suffered!”

three rooms : : .
at he was consclous all that time? asked

ar him
fe ssible th

“Is it pO!
[vanovich.
o he whispered. #To the last moment. He took leave
efore he died, and asked us to take

“Yes,” S
of us a quarter of an hour b
f this man he had known soO

Volodya away.”
The thought of the sufferings O
intimately, first as a merry little boy, then as a school-mate, and
suddenly struck Peter Ivanovich

EammmmaoS:-:ﬁno:mmm:@
with horror, despite an unpleasant consciousness of his own
and this woman’s dissimulation. He again saw that brow, and
that nose pressing down on the lip, and felt afraid for himself.

“Three days of frightful suffering and then death! Why,
happen to me,” he thought,

that might suddenly, at any time,

n”m for a moment felt terrified. But—he did not himself know
had :MMMM “Mﬂwawa\ reflection at once Onmnﬂmm to him that this
otand sguld o %ﬁ r&: Ilych E.E not to him, and that it should
would be yieldin wv%m: to H.E:\ m:m that to think that it could
Shwartz's ey g 10 depression which he ought not to do, as
Peter _cmzos.nﬂnwmmnos plainly showed. After which reflection
about the detai] mw reassured, and began to ask with interest
cident :mES_mﬁo Ivan Ilych’s death, as though death was an

 After man M ?m.b Ilych but certainly not to himself.

MMWm Ivan llych Nmn_mwm;m of the really dreadful physical suffer-

. © effect those endured (which details he learnt only from

0vna’s Nerves) %_:mm.a:mm had produced on Praskovya Fédo-

e widow apparently found it necessary to get

STCmmsmmm.
h :\ h, Pete .
WY ang P ZSW:OSGF how hard it is! How terribly, terribly
Peter Fm:mmm._: began to weep.

ovich sighed and waited for her to finish
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Without Jooking at her
Her dress, her figure, t

18
he said “Yes.”
he expression of her face, the tone
of her voice, all revealed the same thing. “This is wrong, it is not

should be. All you have lived for and still live for is false-
hood and deception, hiding life and death from you.” And as
soon as he admitted that thought, his hatred and his agonizing
physical suffering again sprang up, and with that suffering a
consciousness of the unavoidable, approaching end. And to this
was added a new sensation of grinding shooting pain and a feel-

ing of suffocation.
The expression of his face when he uttered that “yes” was
dreadful. Having uttered it, he looked her straight in the eyes,

turned on his face with a rapidity extraordinary in his weak stat¢

and shouted:
“Go away!

12

From that moment the screaming began that contined
for three days, and was sO terrible that one could not hear il
through two closed doors without horror. At the moment he an
swered his wife he realized that he was lost, that there war 1
return, that the end had come, the very end, and his doubt
were still unsolved and remained doubts.

#Oh! Oh! Oh!” he cried in various intonations. He hadl 1%
gun by screaming 1 won’'t!” and continued screaming o (e

letter O.
For three whole days,
him, he struggled in that black sack into which he w

thrust by an invisible, resistless force. He struggled as o 148
condemned to death struggles in the hands of the executi i
knowing that he cannot save himself. And every momenl Lo Il
that despite all his efforts he was drawing nearer and nea 8
what terrified him. He felt that his agony was due to [his 1 Ao
thrust into that black hole and still more to his not being, ol

as it

Go away and leave me alone!”

during which time did not exit! 1
as le g

get right into it. He was hindered from getting into it by b o8
viction that his life had been a good one. That very justific e
moving for wian!

of his life held him fast and prevented his
it cavsed him most torment of all.

taddenly some force struck him in the chesl atil iL
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making it still harder to breathe, and he fel through the hole
and there at the bottom was a light. What had happened to him
was like the sensation one sometimes experiefices In 2 railway

s\&ui—&aﬁﬁ is

carriage when one thinks one is going back
sware of the real

really going forwards and suddenly becomes

direction.
i~Yes, it was all not the right thing,” he o
“but that's no matter. It can be done. But what is the right
thing?”” he asked himself, and suddenly grew o
: This occurred at the end of the third day, fovo froners LERER

his death. Just then his schoolboy son had crept softly in o
gone up to the bedside. The dying man was = Aok ]
B rately and waving his arms. His hand fell oft the Doy's hesd,
and the boy caught it, pressed it to his lips, and began to cry.

; At z_m”. very moment Ivan Ilych fell through and caught
sight of the light, and it was revealed to him that though his life
had not been what it should have been, this cottid sUll e ettt
_q._ma. m..mm asked himself, “What is the right naumaz and eyt
.“Mwm%.w:umiw.ﬂmn rm_ felt that someone was kissing his wm.:n_. He
wife came u ww_w\_._“sormanmn hprbeoiids i mo_.mE. o
him ovm:-BWcﬁrmn sﬂ.:E ”M%Mmmﬂn& by mﬁoium 2 ok
and a despairin _omw on her f; o for her 5

despairing look on e face. He felt sorry for her too.
sorry but it will be vmm s Eamm_.:. TRears
“ay m.nw but had not M“wn it &m..\ e, WhY.
.eak? I must act " be the strength to utter it. Pesides, WAy
valed his son m . ,ozmrn. .<<=r a look at 1is Wi he indi
“orry for o_:m: w&.mm. Take o Aneyiee o
o mwa 00. . ..” He tried to add, “Forgiv® me," but said
e waved his hand, knowing that H¢ Whose under-

\_w:%mamzmnma would understand. :
e rwhﬂﬂﬂaw Hw_ grew clear to him that what had been op-
v ing him maio ?a not leave him was all dfOPPing away at

- from e rmmm. om ten sides, and from a/l Sides. He was
e En.mm 2 m”:ﬁ act so as not to hurt theM: release them
wplel” he Eocmz.ﬁ.h”mmmrmcmﬂﬁmm. “How 808
1 become of it? Where are %MW E:m.“b.w.m s

:M Eﬂmn_ his attention to mm i
es, here it is. We of i i Y
“And death . . . irwh.m,‘ﬂww%wm i >

e e i
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different position. He lay on his back, groaning and staring fix-

edly straight in front of him.
She began to remind him of his medicines, but he turned

his eyes towards her with such a look that she did not .mamr
what she was saying; so great an animosity, to her in particular,
did that look express.

“For Christ's sake let me die in peace!” he said.

She would have gone away, but just then their daughter
came in and went up to say good morning. He looked at her as
he had done at his wife, and in reply to her inquiry about his
health said dryly that he would soon free them all of himself.
They were both silent and after sitting with him for a while went
away.
<:~m it our fault?” Lisa said to her mother. “It’s as if we werc
to blame! I am sorry for papa, but why should we be tortured?”

The doctor came at his usual time. Ivan Ilych answered
~Yes" and “No,” never taking his angry eyes from him, and al
last said: “You know you can do nothing for me, so leave me
alone.”

“We can ease your sufferings.”

‘You can’t even do that. Let me be.”

The doctor went into the drawing-room and told Pras
kovya Fédorovna that the case was very serious and that the
only resource left was opium to allay her husband’s sufferings
which must be terrible.

It was true, as the doctor said, that Ivan Ilych’s physical
sufferings were terrible, but worse than the physical suffering
were his mental sufferings, which were his chief torture.

His mental sufferings were due to the fact that that might
2s he looked at Gerasim’s sleepy, good-natured face wilh il
prominent cheekbones, the question suddenly occurred (o I
“What if my whole life has really been wrong?”’

It occurred to him that what had appeared perfectly i«
sible before, namely that he had not spent his life as he should
have done, might after all be true. It occurred to him (hat 1y
scarcely perceptible attempts to struggle against what w.it <88
sidered good by the most highly placed people, those care el

noticeable impulses which he had immediately supyre o f

imight have been the real thing, and all the rest false. ol e
(o tessional duties and the whole arrangement of his [if: a4
L Lty and all his social and official interests, might s
(il e tried to defend i)l those things to hin <l S8

E

Z
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suddenly felt the weakness of what he was defending. There
was nothing to defend. :
“But if that is so,” he said to himself, “and I am leaving
this life with the consciousness that I have lost all that was given
me and it is impossible to rectify it—what then?”
He lay on his back and began to pass his life in review in
quite a new way. In the morning when he saw first his footman,
then his wife, then his daughter, and then the doctor, their ev-
ery word and movement confirmed to him the awful truth that
had been revealed to him during the night. In them he saw him-
self—all that for which he had lived—and saw clearly that it
was not real at all, but a terrible and huge deception which had
hidden both life and death. This consciousness intensified his
physical suffering tenfold. He groaned and tossed about, and
pulled at his clothing which choked and stifled him. And he
hated them on that account.
‘ IM shmm given Ms_wnmm dose of opium and became uncon-
~wious, but at noon his sufferings be again. He -
Iunly away and tossed from mmmmmno %MM. - e,
_.%m wife came to him and said:
“Jean, my dear, do this for me. It can’ harm

lin helps. Healthy people often do F:nm s ot
ﬂm opened his eyes wide.

What? Take communion? Why? It’'s unnecessary! How-

Ve a”

She began to cry.
“Yes, do, d i i
oy es, do, my dear. I'll send for our priest. He is such a nice
m,»: nmwr Very well,” he muttered.
'en the priest came and heard his confessi
-t e ession, I
Ju :mnma and seemed to feel a relief from his noﬂﬂﬂ:%:n”
: . ._ __ __. ntly from Em.,. sufferings, and for a moment there came
i) unvm. Im.m.m.mp: began to think of the vermiform appen-
il the possibility of correcting it. He received th A
#Iwith tears in his eyes. R
Whe iy
. ><_._.._.__,,.=.mw%m_m him down again afterwards he felt a mo-
__...._,.. w: the hope that he might live awoke in him
i began to think of the operation that had been sug-
y " _J_ﬁz. To _.~<m._ I want to live!”” he said to himself S
- Wile came 1n to congratulate him after his nciia._:mo?

' lwnattering the usu i
al conventional :
~ouleel better, don’t you?”’ e

)
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acute, but he didd not st and did not call. :..w .”z.z, .m .ﬂf..:“,_””_..w

Go on! Strike el But what {s it for? What have [ don

_ "
iy _ﬁ....:.,:”, grew quiet and not anly coased weeping but M;.”.:
held his breath and became all attention, It was as though ,_p.
were listening not to an audible voice but to the volee of his soul,
1o the current of thoughts arising within him,

What i it you want? was the first clear conception capa-

ble of expression in words, that he heard. 2

“What do vou want? What do you want' he repeated to
himselt. .

“What do 1 want? To live and not to suffer,” he answered.

And again he lstened with such concentrated attention
that even his pain did not distract him,

1o Bve? How ™ asked his fnner voice.

Why. to live as 1 used to—well and pleasantly,

“As vou lived before, well and pleasantly? the voice
repeatad,

And in imagination he began to recall the best moments ol
his pleasant life. But strange to say none of those best moment:
of his pleasant hfe now seemed at all what they had :.:.:
seemed— none of them except the first recollections of chil!
hood. There, in childhood, there had been something really
pleasant with which it would be possible to live it it 2:6 1"
warn. But the child who had experienced that happiness existe!
no longer, it was like a reminiscence of somebody else,

As soon as the period began which had produced the pis
ent Ivan lveh, all that had then seemed joys now melted botin
his sight and turnad into something trivial and often nasty

And the further he departed from childhood and (i

nearer he came 1o the present the more worthless and ,,r_:.,:.:
were the jovs. This began with the Schoal of Law. A little th
was really w,/L was still found there—there was lightheark !
ness, frendship, and hope. But in the upper classes thew b
already been fewer of such good moments, Then during the fis
vears of his official career, when he was in the servive ot i
Governor, some pleasant moments again occurred: they v
e memories of love for a woman. Then all became voniie

| there was still less of what was good: later on ayuum o

| kst that was good, and the further he went the &
Lhis marriage, a mere accident, then the v gl
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ment that followed it, his wife’s bad breath and the sensuality
and hypocrisy: then that deadly official life and those preoccu-
pations about money, a year of it, and two, and ten, and twenty,
and always the same thing. And the longer it lasted the more
deadly it became, “It is as if I had been going downhill while 1
imagined I was going up. And that is really what it was, I was
going up in public opinion, but to the same extent life was ebb-
ing away from me. And now it is all done and there is only
death.”

“Then what does it mean? Why? It can’t be that life is so
senseless and horrible, But if it really has been so horrible and
senseless, why must [ die and die in agony? There is something
wrong!”

“Maybe [ did not live as [ ought to have done,” it suddenly
occurred to him, “But how could that be, when I did everything
properly?” he replied, and immediately dismissed from his
mind this, the sole solution of all the riddles of life and death, as
something quite impossible,

“Then what do you want now? To live? Live how? Live as
vou lived in the law courts when the usher proclaimed ‘The
Idpe is coming!” The judge is coming, the judge!” he repeated
I himself, “Here he is, the judge. But I am not guilty!” he ex-
launed 55%..1%, “What is it for?” And he ceased Q.%mbm. but
lning his face to the wall continued to ponder on the same
question: Why, and for what purpose, is there all this horror?
it however much he pondered he found no answer. And

‘v never the thought occurred to him, as it often did, that it all
+ vlted from his not having lived as he ought to have done, he

.._...:,7.2:3.geﬂon.:ammomzwiro_ma?gn dismissed
fange an idea.

\nother fortnight passed. Ivan llych now n onge i
. ol
e would not lie in bed but lay cwn”ﬁ sofa, facing ﬂwm:ﬂ.:»
" all the time. He suffered ever the same unceasing agonies
ol loneliness pondered always on the same insoluble

- v TWhatis this? Can it be that it is Death?” X
th?’ 5
S answered: “Yes, it is Death. ™ Andthain

Wi 0 b ' i
W these sufferings? And the voice answered, “For no




IS MO PO DR BN
asogy asneart BRI PUR Jansee we DadNe Jou )
SNRUUN Q8 R a0y vy ) B[OPAYM A
2z g noag T IR AL (SRR e auop oy ISR AYAL
TRD 0 duRege R} PR POD) 10 Aoy iy
0 Gran o SSNUIRUY QLR sy “ssqussycdoy sy 1o
u u adaw T PIR v ayy . g 2a8u0) on s\
22y pud WO AU A vt wes pay WSRO 1) |
U 3 J../aEE Q¥ A0S 3N puw e S QU0 s
poumy Sl TONS Suse woy sy siy PRAGWM 0} |
‘ SARME 09 0N
« MM BARS 1] us g8 e s )
DRUACSM Y |, wiseian ‘Seme o6
“uted tha
-um auzes ayt PUR A Sem puRd papeys awes AR S0P
S unsesas) wo Junsaz vu.w. vwm.nﬂV,”w PRZOPWD S Yawn Avy
-y ay apys RUSRRD pue Agamb Suzop paq ag 10 1001
Sunys sea WSRO SSAUSNODSUC poureSar PUR ‘N3 Yo
oiq ay LuiPP0S puy ‘ﬂ.wum..mﬁccu R4 nq paySSnns A Y
ag ySnonp 1% O3 patuem a4 PRURNYIy sea 3 Suuo
paneding?™® S2M ‘Jjasi ut ySnoua iqure) ‘s puy WOLKN
ag o Um:mﬁ..— 34 10U pnED Al w1 IIny pue INPINY DAYl
s Aoy yPUOW NG “Pes ypeq doap ‘mowmeu e QUL sty
Sureg amm g ST pue uz,“mé WY Q3 pawaes 3] ~Arasnu Py
adms 10 ;e® 2 W Sem 3y Sunsiow AR W 320y Jnoqe 1A
ABME JUSM 3YS IWOS Noo3 pue paaude oy

« A0 AWoS aye]
@r..Nv, (Y saempy,,
e «92d 32218 vt nod ary,
Amsaa O% ON,, “PIES PUR 5343 51y pouado 3y 1nq Jrasiay
Wy s s 0 PUR A2me unserso) puss op PaysIm ayg ureSe
uSyy 3sop of FRY Spew Pu® ‘s34 suy pauado ‘1ay Em.wL ay
g ...uOuan g ur wrey yg Jysna je 2] pawIngan S STH

= i © 03 pandar 3 (P
@53 wonssnl ® 03 pandar a3y | ‘smoy WISBISO) puss ‘sag

S|quzsy AOUL PUR 310UT Jwresaq [[® ¥ JO pu3 3jqejiaau ay
Py ‘Uogesss’ O SEM I3 pu Sues 34 paurewar maﬂg.,...a AT

SLl w IU¥.= NYAI 40 HIY3Iqg IHL

i B AT e

R T R R L T R

i ] K

o Supou e gepaeng Haggone e o
TR R L TN U el ot

IRV

;__
WL auod pung Ay ov) e
il 1 vl pig Asil kA
o [[u AL,

SRHAL LAV JO A 1L TIM (i ol ang ek o) Ajuo
o tunpowios o) Hupegas yapaodiag 0Pl 1v afjuis g

R TR R (T U
i

AV VAL VOA Y
y CAuae puaa pue gy pooit pres

WIRS @ 1AL U CTOL[IE) 0L WHod) :E.E_:_ W ;_.Hm.uk daif v
O] ‘pres ays | aeE ) auip §j HugoH agv am J1 ‘[[9M,, b
1 padenja oye dugas) 1M Apod ,__..;.. | _
| o) Bk Aq ane ‘eauale ey el pus afdwnon dn g,””_”_
)1 Ay sea e e o) vpepd atuosed g ail pue enofadq
WG .’._:9—4*4:1 pinom :::._.‘._.a_a _G:S::u)::.. ayl (L] 1_—.‘:@
NN (e .3—: pue i yeaaq o) PatEp auo ou auy) ¢ d0) nq 5:_...x
a0 0] pey aauas ay L, 08 op o) aqEsodurg sem 1 j1q ‘pei
10k aq 0) pey s way) yim jueadipur Apuapgas ‘i .::_.._a_
18 sada Supannd im Supee sem yaApp ueap quape merd
WY JB PAYOO] OS[E SIOL10 ALL|, ‘JU[I8 SLUEIAC PUE YIAT] LA
1 poaueS YRIAGK B ] 10PR.] UOHERIDAUOD DL JO JHPIL oY) U]
‘owie oy shempe
s pue pajeadar sfemie 81 JEL) UONERIDAUOD JO 1108 alf)—duijoe
1y Jo wsijear pue aduedaa oy o) se dn Buesds vopesiaauoy
poaufesip oy Enep 1op ‘poof Apemopaed sem jpreyurag yeieg
UPIYM Ul SDIQ1 QWOS  PauOnUAWE BUACIOPR] BAAOYEEL |
4 ANAUAN0N] IUHILPY UL 'RDK,,
«20J2q 1oy uaas nok aaey ‘on,, ipardar uay inqg ‘uopsanh
QU DI 3811 10 JOU PIP AL UVAL I PIYUIDg L[RIVG Uaas 104D
peY Ay Jowaym yakp ueap jo pasmbuy yaraoaa, 10pay
‘ssowueseajdun swos pauos
-8200 sy nd udaq pey Layy axaym pue uray) ude) pey oym
0} se 1ay8nep pue tayjow U22MIaq UOnEId U UR SeM dddL|)
pue ‘sasse[3-viado ayy ynoqe sayjow 10U padyse eS| pamo|[of
DUIS Y SeM Y MOy payse uede pue umop jus e Loy,
wiry pand pue poojsiapun
OYM unserds) saprsaq auo Ajuo ayy sem edsep ey YoAp ueag o)
Pawaas 31 *Ad jo yoo[ pauayyBuy s,40q ayy aas o) [NJpeaIp sem
it Mou pue ‘wiy oy anayjed pawaas sdemie pey uos srp]
[Pm mauy AT
URAL WRIYM Jo Burueaw ayy ‘saka SIY 19pun pamoys smopes

AOISTOL 031 ™ pLl




\IF‘

THE DEATH OF IVANILYCH = 173

172 = LEO TOLSTOY medicine bottles, were all there, and the same aching

- wallpaper, -

“You see he doesn’t listen to me and doesn’t Bwn.m._:,. well suffering body, and Ivan Tlych began to moan. They gave him a

cine at the proper time. And above all he lies in a vom..:_:: 1ty subcutaneous injection and he sank into oblivion. g
no doubt bad for him—with his legs up.” It was twilight when he came to. d..m% brought F

She described how he made Gerasim hold his 1=€£5 1" tinner and he swallowed some beef tea with difficulty, and then

The doctor smiled with a contemptuous affabili By that :,1. everything was the same again and night was coming on.

“What's to be done? These sick people do have foolis I fan Aftes dinner, at seven o'clock, Praskovya Fedorovna came
that kind, but we must forgive them.” into the room in evening dress, her full bosom pushed up _uv. her
When the examination was over the doctor Jo=0ku corset, and with traces of vosdmn on her face. She had reminded

[T [

watch, and then Praskovya Fédorovna announced t& Iva 1yl him in the morning that they were going to the theatre. Sarah

that it was of course as he pleased, but she had sent todiy 1 s Bernhardt was visiting the town and they had a box, which he

CRTE R N U O R D eted on their taking. Now he had forgotten about it and

g2an it Michae Ramilovicl, (their fegular QOnﬂAH_..V . rMH Momﬁ offended him, but he concealed his vexation when he

“Please don’t raise any objections. I am doing this fr s as e : - box
ironi i bered that he had himself insisted on their securing a

own sake,” she said ironically, letting it be felt that She wa R : . : d aesthetic plea-
ing it all for his sake and only said this to leave him. N0 11l ¢ and going because it woulklhe an wSHECE R P

felt thoo b sure for the children.

refuse. He remained silent, knitting his brows. He s 3 . :
was so surrounded and involved in a mesh of falsity” that « = uunmm.rocym Fédorovna came in, self-satisfied but yet with a
hard to unravel anything. rather guilty air. She sat aosa.g and asked m..oi he was, but, as he
Everything she did for him was entirely for he® 0w saw, oa.% for the sake of mm_c:m. and not in order to learm about

and she told him she was doing for herself what She aoio il it, knowmg that Em.nm was nothing to learn—and then went on
was doing for herself, as if that was so incredible thal I« to what she really wanted to say: that she would not on any ac-
understand the opposite. count have gone but that the box had been taken and Helen and
their daughter were going, as well as Petrishchev (the examin-

At half-past eleven the celebrated specialist arr® ve« . 3 :
the sounding began and the significant conversat ion: . I \ng magistrate, their daughter’s financé), and that it was out of

BRI e in R rothervom Faboul the Kadnevs =uaaik the question to let them go alone; but that she would have much
pendix, and the questions and answers, with such & 1 a1« & preferred to sit with him for a while; and he must be sure to fol-
portance that again, instead of the real question of lif € an 1 4 low the doctor’s orders while she was away.
which now alone confronted him, the question aros€ 0f the & “Oh, and Fedor Petrovich” (the fiancé) “would like to
ney and appendix which were not behaving as they v |y ‘wme in. May he? And Lisa?”
and would now be attacked by Michael Danilovich a nd the ;.P: right.”
cialist and forced to amend their ways. eir daughter came in in ening dress

The celebrated specialist took leave of him with a . voung flesh exposed (making a mrw..s_.._ Om».c.zﬁ~ ve mam.’-o-. m-dm_-
though not hopeless look, and in reply to the tim il qu s own case caused so much suffering) mngm o, s
Ivan llych, with eyes glistening with fear and hope, ! ¢ & ently in love, and impatient with illn .m:mg.:m_..nn_zd. Wi
as to whether there was a chance of recovery, said thvat b - 8 Isxause they interfered with her ha i o deaihs
not vouch for it but there was a possibility. The Jc»ok «f 1§ Fedor Petrovich came in g.ﬂwﬂ:mm”mm:m dress, his hair

with which Ivan Ilych watched the doctor out was feorl 4 vled d g wav-;. a ﬂm—an stiff collar

that Praskovya Fedorovna, seeing it. ev . al s ; round his long si neck,
s 8 it, even wept a« Shwe b " cnormous whi g é
room to hand the doctor his fee. 4 l:hily stretched 9.“ ?&Mﬂg ma”M». and —“mﬂr.”“ black trousers
- z T ...H_._—.f. drawn on, ; _m~..h. € 25;.—8?
o _.”:_ pleam of hope kindled by the doctor’s enc « ity 4 Followin _.,h.bu..uum holding his opera hat in his hand.
WLt long. The same room, the same pictur “S. chirt, S “witorm, poor little fell mnroonvo% de; In unnoticed, in a new
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he never for a moment forgot that he had postponed the impor-
tant matter of the appendix. At eleven o’clock he said good-
night and went to his bedroom. Since his illness he had slept
alone in a small room next to his study. He undressed and took
up a novel by Zola, but instead of reading it he fell into thought,
and in his imagination that desired improvement in the vermi-
form appendix occurred. There was the absorption and evacua-
tion and the re-establishment of normal activity. “Yes, that's it!”
he said to himself. “One need only assist nature, that's all.”” He
remembered his medicine, rose, took it, and lay down on his
back watching for the beneficent action of the medicine and for
it to lessen the pain. “I need only take it regularly and avoid all
mjurious influences. I am already feeling better, much better.”
He began touching his side: it was not painful to the touch.
“There, I really don't feel it. It's much better already.” He put
out the light and turned on his side. . . . “The appendix is get-
ting better, aborption is occurring.” Suddenly he felt the old, fa-
miliar, dull, gnawing pain, stubborn and serious. There was the
same familiar loathsome taste in his mouth. His heart sank an
he felt dazed. “My God! My God!” he muttered. “Again, again'
and it will never cease.” And suddenly the matter presented il
self in a quite different aspect. “Vermiform appendix! Kidney"
he said to himself. “It's not a question of appendix or kidn¢y
but of life and . . . death. Yes, life was there and now it is goiny,
going and I cannot stop it. Yes. Why deceive myself? Isn't il ol
vious to everyone but me that I'm dying, and that it's only .
question of weeks, days . . . it may happen this moment. 111«
was light and now there is darkness. I was here and now I'in pu
ing there! Where?”” A chill came over him, his breathing ¢
and he felt only the throbbing of his heart.

“When I am not, what will there be? There will be notlin,
Then where shall I be when I am no more? Can this be «yi
No, I don’t want to!”” He jumped up and tried to light the « i
dle, felt for it with trembling hands, dropped candle and ¢ 11;
sticks on the floor, and fell back on his pillow.

“What's the use? It makes no difference,” he said 1o Lt
self, staring with wide-open eyes into the darkness. I (.
Yes, death. And none of them know or wish to know il !
they have no pity for me. Now they are playing.” (I1: i
through the door the distant sound of a song and its acc iy
ment.) “It's all the same to them, but they will die too! 1ol !
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first, and they later, but it will be the same for them. And now
they are merry . . . the beasts!”

Anger choked him and he was agonizingly, unbearably
miserable. “It is impossible that all men have been doomed to
suffer this awful horror!” He raised himself.

“Something must be wrong. I must calm myself—must
think it all over from the beginning.” And he again began think-
ing. “Yes, the beginning of my illness: I knocked my side, but I
was still quite well that day and the next. It hurt a little, then
rather more. I saw the doctors, then followed despondency and
anguish, more doctors, and I drew nearer to the abyss. My
strength grew less and I kept coming nearer and nearer, and
now I have wasted away and there is no light in my eyes. I think
of the appendix—but this is death! I think of mending the ap-
pendix, and all the while here is death! Can it really be death?”
Again terror seized him and he gasped for breath. He leant
down and began feeling for the matches, pressing with his el-
bow on the stand beside the bed. It was in his way and hurt
him, he grew furious with it, pressed on it still harder, and up-
set it. Breathless and in despair he fell on his back, expecting
death to come immediately.

Meanwhile the visitors were leaving. Praskovya Fédo-
rovna was seeing them off. She heard something fall and came
in.

“What has happened?”

“Nothing. I knocked it over accidentally.”

She went out and returned with a candle. He lay there
panting heavily, like a man who has run a thousand yards, and

“lared upwards at her with a fixed look.
“What is it, Jean?"”

“No ... o... thing. I upset it.” (
won't understand,” he thought.)
And in truth she did not understand. She picked up the
lnd, it his candle, and hurried away to see another visitor off.
When she came back he still lay on his back, looking upwards.
"“What is it? Do you feel worse?”’
“Yes,”

She shook her head and sat down.

“Do you know, Jean, I think we must ask Leshchetitsky to
‘e and see you here.”

“Why speak of it? She

This meant calling in the famous specialist, regardless of
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extent?”” he asked himself. “Nonsense! It’s all rubbish. I mustn’t
give way to nervous fears but having n_._om.m: a doctor must keep
strictly to his treatment. That is what I will do. Now it’s all set-
tled. I won't think about it, but will follow the treatment seri-
ously till summer, and then we shall see. From now there must
be no more of this wavering!” This was easy to say but impos-
sible to carry out. The pain in his side oppressed him and
seemed to grow worse and more incessant, while the taste in his
mouth grew stranger and stranger. It seemed to him that his
breath had a disgusting smell, and he was conscious of a loss of
appetite and strength. There was no deceiving himself: some-
thing terrible, new, and more important than anything before in
his life, was taking place within him of which he alone was
aware. Those about him did not understand or would not un-
derstand it, but thought everything in the world was going on
as usual. That tormented Ivan Ilych more than anything. He
saw that his household, espedially his wife and daughter who
were in a perfect whir of visiting, did not understand anything
of it and were annoyed that he was so depressed and so exact-
ing, as if he were to blame for it. Though they tried to disguise il
he saw that he was an obstadle in their path, and that his wifc
had adopted a definite line in regard to his illness and kept to il
regardless of anything he said or did. Her attitude was thi:
“You know,"” she would say to her friends, “Ivan llych can’t d:
as other people do, and keep to the treatment prescribed fin
him. One day he'll take his drops and keep strictly to his di
and go to bed in good time, but the next day unless I watch hin
he'll suddenly forget his medicine, eat sturgeon—which
forbidden—and sit up playing cards till one o'dock in U«
moming.”
“Oh, come, when was that?” Ivan lych would ask in v
Bon. “Only once at Peter Ivanovich’s.”
“And yesterday with Shebek.
“Well, even if I hadn't stayed up, this pain would h..
kept me awake "
“Be that as it may you'll never get well like that, but will ../
ways make us wretched.”
Praskovya Fedorovna's attitude to Ivan llych’s illne-
she expressed it both to others and to him, was that it wa. 1.
own fault and was another of the annoyances he causci I
m.d: mv,nm.. felt that this opinion escaped her involuntarily 1.4
that did not make it easier for him. ;

’
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At the law courts too, Ivan Ilych noticed, or =..o=m~= he no-
ticed, a strange attitude towards Ea_mn_m” It mm..s.nng seemed
to him that people were watching him 5&5&@0—% as a man
whose place might soon be vacant. Then again, his friends
would suddenly begin to chaff him in a friendly way about his
low spirits, as if the awful, horrible, and unheard-of thing that
was going on within him, incessantly gnawing at him and RN.”
sistibly drawing him away, was a very agreeable subject
jests. Schwartz in particular irritated rE.. by his uon.._mw.@. vivac-
ity, and savoir-faire, which reminded him of what he himself had

n years ago.

T M.mmw% Q:Mm to make up a set and they sat down to cards.
They dealt, bending the new cards to soften them, and he sorted
the diamonds in his hand and found he had seven. Eum partner
said “No trumps” and supported him with two g:nm.
What more could be wished for? It ought to be jolly and lively.
They would make a grand slam. But suddenly ?m: Ilych was
conscious of that gnawing pain, that taste in his mouth, and
it seemed ridiculous that in such circumstances he should be
pleased to make a grand slam.

He looked at his partner Mikhail Mikhaylovich, who
rapped the table with his strong hand and instead of snatching
up the tricks pushed the cards courteously and indulgently to-
wards Ivan Ilych that he might have the pleasure of gathering
them up without the trouble of stretching out his hand for them.
“Does he think I am too weak to stretch out my arm?” thought
Ivan Ilych, and forgetting what he was doing he over-trumped
his partner, missing the grand slam by three tricks. And what
was most awful of all was that he saw how upset Mikhail Mik-
haylovich was about it but did not himself care. And it was
dreadful to realize why he did not care.

They all saw that he was suffering, and said: “We can stop
if you are tired. Take a rest.” Lie down? No, he was not at all
lired, and he finished the rubber. All were gloomy and silent.

~oned and was poisoning the lives of others, and that this poi-
- did not weaken but penetrated more and more deeply into
lis whole being.

With this consciousness, and with physical pain besides
'he terror, he must go to bed, often to lie awake the greater part
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them an answer to the question: “Is my nc:mm.:.o: _um.% Is it very
bad? Or is there as yet nothing much wrong? >:m it seemed 6
him that the meaning of what the doctor had said was that it
was very bad. Everything in the streets seemed depressing. dﬁ
cabmen, the houses, the passers-by, and the shops, were dis-
mal. His ache, this dull gnawing ache that never ceased moa., a
moment, seemed to have acquired a new and more serious sig-
nificance from the doctor’s dubious remarks. Ivan Ilych now
watched it with a new and oppressive feeling.

He reached home and began to tell his wife about it. She
listened, but in the middle of his account his daughter came in
with her hat on, ready to go out with her mother. She sat down
reluctantly to listen to this tedious story, but could not stand it
long, and her mother too did not hear him to the end.

“Well, I am very glad,” she said. “Mind now to take your
medicine regularly. Give me the prescription and I'll send Gera:
sim to the chemist’s.” And she went to get ready to go out.

While she was in the room Ivan Ilych had hardly taken
time to breathe, but he sighed deeply when she left it.

“Well,” he thought, “perhaps it isn’t so bad after all.”

He began taking his medicine and following the docto: .
directions, which had been altered after the examination of (/i
urine. But then it happened that there was a contradiction |-
tween the indications drawn from the examination of the urin
and the symptoms that showed themselves. It turned out (.l
what was happening differed from what the doctor had (ol

him, and that he had either forgotten, or blundered, or hid:l: 1
something from him. He could not, however, be blamed |
that, and Ivan Ilych still obeyed his orders implicitly and al 1/
derived some comfort from doing so.

From the time of his visit to the doctor, Ivan Ilych’s i
occupation was the exact fulfilment of the doctor’s instruc (i
regarding hygiene and the taking of medicine, and the ob:.- .
tion of his pain and his excretions. His chief interests cam 11 |
people’s ailments and people’s health. When sickness, il
or recoveries were mentioned in his presence, especially «1:. .
the E:mmm resembled his own, he listened with agitation w1 1.
ww tried to hide, asked questions, and applied what he Iy 1

is own case.
::?ﬁam pain did not grow less, but Ivan Ilych made cffoii

¢ himself to think that he was better. And he could I il

"
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i i i he had any un-

nothing agitated him. But as soon as he nac i
m._um_mmmmmmmm S:rm his wife, any lack of success in his ommﬂm_
m\onw or held bad cards at bridge, he was at once acutely sensi-
ble 0m his disease. He had formerly borne such mischances, hop-

it and attain
i - 1st what was wrong, to master it an
el ) - ow every mischance upset

success, or make a grand slam. But n et
i :m into despair. He would say to himself:
him and plunged him into desp o better s TGN

4 ow, just as I was beginning to .
o i e effect, comes this accursed misfortune,

cine had begun to tak . . .
or ::Emmmmmgmmm. _..”” And he was furious with the n.zmrm?.o_.
re causing the unpleasantness and kill-

with the people who we un :
ing him, Woa he felt that this fury was E:S.m him but could not
restrain it. One would have thought that it should have been

clear to him that this exasperation with circumstances mbm peo-
ple aggravated his illness, and that he ought wrmnmmoﬂ to ignore
unpleasant occurrences. But he drew the very opposite conclu-
sion: he said that he needed peace, and he watched for every-
thing that might disturb it and became irritable at the slightest
infringement of it. His condition was rendered worse by the fact
that he read medical books and consulted doctors. The progress
of his disease was so gradual that he could deceive himself
when comparing one day with another—the difference was so
slight. But when he consulted the doctors it seemed to him that
he was getting worse, and even very rapidly. Yet despite this he
was continually consulting them.

That month he went to see another celebrity, who told him
ilmost the same as the first had done but put his questions
tather differently, and the interview with this celebrity only in-
1eased Ivan Ilych’s doubts and fears. A friend of a friend of his,
+very good doctor, diagnosed his illness again quite differently
ltom the others, and though he predicted recovery, his ques-
lions m:a.msvvoﬂmonm bewildered Ivan Ilych still more and in-
vieased his doubts. A homceopathist diagnosed the disease in
! inother way, and prescribed medicine which Ivan Ilych took

“t10tly for a week. But after a week, not feeling any improve-
“.___A___ and rms.sm lost confidence both in the former doctor’s
.___..._.___“_ci and in this one’s, he became still more despondent.

_____,,.._,.W\EM M_.n_w acquaintance mentioned a cure effected by a

e m.m ng 1con. Ivan llych caught himself listening atten-

il alarmedipiing to believe that it had occurred. This inci-
g Im. “Has my mind really weakened to such an
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explosion. Praskovya Fédorovna now had good reason to say
that her husband'’s temper was trying. With characteristic exag-
geration she said he had always had a dreadful temper, and that
it had needed all her good nature to put up with it for twenty
years. It was true that now the quarrels were started by him. His
bursts of temper always came just before dinner, often just as he
began to eat his soup. Sometimes he noticed that a plate or dish
was chipped, or the food was not right, or his son put his elbow
on the table, or his daughter’s hair was not done as he liked it,
and for all this he blamed Praskovya Fédorovna. At first she re-
torted and said disagreeable things to him, but once or twice he
fell into such a rage at the beginning of dinner that she realized
it was due to some physical derangement brought on by taking
food, and so she restrained herself and did not answer, but only
hurried to get the dinner over. She regarded this self-restraint as
highly praiseworthy. Having come to the conclusion that her
husband had a dreadful temper and made her life miserable, she
began to feel sorry for herself, and the more she pitied herself
the more she hated her husband. She began to wish he would
die; yet she did not want him to die because then his salary
would cease. And this irritated her against him still more. She
considered herself dreadfully unhappy just because not even hit
death could save her, and though she concealed her exaspera

Gon, that hidden exasperation of hers increased his irritation
also.

After one scene in which Ivan Ilych had been particularl
unfair and after which he had said in explanation that he ¢
tzinly was irritable but that it was due to his not being well, «/1¢
szid that if he was ill it should be attended to, and insisted on |-
going to see a celebrated doctor.

He went. Everything took place as he had expected an«/ .
it a2lways does. There was the usual waiting and the imporl.ini
zir assumed by the doctor, with which he was so familiar (1«
sembling that which he himself assumed in court), and 1l
sounding and listening, and the questions which called for .10
swers that were foregone conclusions and were evidently 11
necessary, and the look of importance which implied tha
only you put yourself in our hands we will arrange 1+
thing—we know indubitably how it has to be done, alw.y
il same way for everybody alike.” It was all just as it wa: 11 11
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law courts. The doctor put on just the same air towards him as
he himself put on towards an accused person.

The doctor said that so-and-so indicated that there was so-
and-so inside the patient, but if the investigation of so-and-so
did not confirm this, then he must assume that and that. If he
assumed that and that, then . .. and so on. To Ivan Ilych only
one question was important: was his case serious or not? But the
doctor ignored that inappropriate question. From his point of
view it was not the one under consideration, the real question
was to decide between a floating kidney, chronic catarrh, or ap-
pendicitis. It was not a question of Ivan Ilych’s life or death, but
one between a floating kidney and appendicitis. And that ques-
tion the doctor solved brilliantly, as it seemed to Ivan Ilych, in
lavour of the appendix, with the reservation that should an ex-
amination of the urine give fresh indications the matter would
be reconsidered. All this was just what Ivan Ilych had himself
brilliantly accomplished a thousand times in dealing with men
on trial. The doctor summed up just as brilliantly, looking over
his spectacles triumphantly and even gaily at the accused. From
Ihe doctor’s summing up Ivan Ilych concluded that things were
had, but that for the doctor, and perhaps for everybody else, it
wiis a matter of indifference, though for him it was bad. And
Ihis conclusion struck him painfully, arousing in him a great
lecling of pity for himself and of bitterness towards the doctor’s
indifference to a matter of such importance.

He said nothing of this, but rose, placed the doctor’s fee on
i table, and remarked with a sigh: “We sick people probably
vl put inappropriate questions. But tell me, in general, is this
+wuplaint dangerous, or not? . . .~/

The mmnﬁon looked at him sternly over his spectacles with
r e eye, as if to say: “Prisoner, if you will not keep to the ques-
__ I _EM to you, I shall be obliged to have you removed from
e vourt,”

Al have already told you what I consider necessary and

“ e, _U“ﬁ analysis may show something more.” And the doc-
~lowed,

_ _.<m. M Ilych went out slowly, seated himself disconsolately

) e _..:m%.m m%%n Munonmaroim. All the way home he was going

B =EeS r Mad said, trying to translate those compli-

- ob » scientific phrases into plain language and find in
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human relation. And he did it all easily, pleasantly, corred!
and even artistically. In the intervals between the session’. f
smoked, drank tea, chatted a little about politics, a little alwiit
. . but most of all about offiivl

general topics, a little about cards,
appointments. Tired, but with the feelings of a virtuoso—one vl

the first violins who has played his part in an orchestra with i
cision— he would return home to find that his wife and dauy
ter had been out paying calls, or had a visitor, and that his non
had been to school, had done his homework with his tutor, ainl
was duly learning what is taught at High Schools. Everythiny,
was as it should be. After dinner, if they had no visitors, Ivan
llych sometimes read a book that was being much discussed il
the time, and in the evening settled down to work, that is, read
official papers, compared the depositions of witnesses, and

noted paragraphs of the Code applying to them. This was nei
ther dull nor amusing. It was dull when he might have been

playing bridge, but if no bridge was available it was at any ralc
better than doing nothing or sitting with his wife. Ivan Ilych’
chief pleasure was giving little dinners to which he invited men
and women of good social position, and just as his drawing,

room resembled all other drawing-rooms so did his enjoyablc
little parties resemble all other such parties,

Once they even gave a dance. Ivan Ilych enjoyed it and ev-
erything went off well, except that it led to a violent quarrel with
his wife about the cakes and sweets, Praskovya Fédorovna had
made her own plans, but Ivan Ilych insisted on getting every-
thing from an expensive confectioner and ordered too many
cakes, and the quarrel occurred because some of those cakes
were left over and the confectioner’s bill came to forty-five ru-
bles. It was a great and disagreeable quarrel, Praskovya Fédo-
rovna called him “a fool and an imbecile,” and he clutched at his
head and made angry allusions to divorce,

But the dance itself had been enjoyable, The best people
were there, and Ivan llych had danced with Princess Trufonova,
a sister of the distinguished founder of the Society “Bear my
Burden.”

.._. he v_wme::a connected with his work were pleasures of
mﬁﬂﬂo?.a_“; acﬁ_.mu_ pleasures were :..QE of vanity; but Ivan
:w.w_ Lk ﬁ?@mﬂ% .E:E«.n. %Ea\ playing bridge. He .nnraci_nmmom
Slesali’e that gh%mmﬁm le incident happened in his life, the

med like a ray of light above everything else
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. 1 it down to bridge with good players, not noisy partners,

1ol course to four-handed bridge (with five players it was an-

i 1o have to stand out, though one pretended not to
sy, 1o play a clever and gerious game (when the cards al-
" 0 i), and then to have supper and drink a glass of wine. Af-
w1+ pame of bridge, especially if he had won a little (to win a
|1y sum was unpleasant), Ivan Ilych went to bed in specially

s onnl humour,
4o they lived. They formed a circle of acquaintances among

il Lt people and were visited by people of importance and by
gy folk, In their views as to their acquaintances, husband,

. ile, and daughter were entirely agreed, and tacitly and unani-
wionsly kept at arm’s length and shook off the various shabby

iiends and relations who, with much show of affection, gushed

o the drawing-room with its Japanese plates on the walls,
Soon these shabby friends ceased to obtrude themselves and

only the best people remained in the Golovins' set,
Young men made up to Lisa, and Petrishchey, an examin-

iy magistrate and Dmitri Ivanovich Petrishchev’s son and sole
heir, began to be so attentive to her that Ivan Ilych had already
wpoken to Praskovya Fédorovna about it, and considered
whether they should not arrange a party for them, or get up
wome private theatricals,

So they lived, and all went well, without change, and life

llowed pleasantly.

4]

They were all in good health, It ¢
health if Ivan llych sometimes said that _..Mch.ma:% MWMa_mnn_-_”m_ “m
his mouth and felt some discomfort in his left side,

But this discomfort increased and, though not exactly pain-
ful, grew into a sense of pressure in his side gnnosvnaonw ill
humour. And his irritability became worse and worse and _uovm.u:
to mar the agreeable, easy, and correct life that had established
itself in the Golovin family, Quarrels between husband and wife
became more and more frequent, and soon the ease and ame-
nity disappeared and even the decorum was barely maintained
Scenes again became frequent, and very few of those islets _.a..
mained on which husband and wife could meet without an

i
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absent-mindedness during the Court Segsions, and would con-
wider whether he should have straight or curved cornices for his
curtaing, He was so Interested in it all that he often did things
himself, rearranging the furniture, or rehanging the curtains.
Onee when mounting a stepladder to show the upholsterer,
who did not understand, how he wanted the hangings draped,
he made a false step and slipped, but being a strong and agile
man he clung on and only knocked his side against the knob of
the window frame, The bruised place was painful but the pain
soon passed, and he felt particularly bright and well just then,
He wrote; “I feel fifteen years younger.” He thought he would
have everything ready by September, but it dragged on till mid-
October. But the result was charming not only in his eyes but to
everyone who saw it,

In reality it was just what is usually seen in the houses of
people of moderate means who want to appear rich, and there-
fore succeed only in resembling others like themselves: there
were damasks, dark wood, plants, rugs, and dull and polished
bronzes—all the things people of a certain class have in order to
resemble other people of that class. His house was so like the
others that it would never have been noticed, but to him it all
seemed to be quite exceptional. He was very happy when he
met his family at the station and brought them to the newly fur-
nished house all lit up, where a footman in a white tie opened
the door into the hall decorated with plants, and when they

went on into the drawing-room and the study uttering exclo
mations of delight, He conducted them everywhere, drank in
their praises eagerly, and beamed with pleasure, At tea that eve
ning, when Praskovya Fédorovna among other things aski«
him about his fall, he laughed and showed them how he hinl
gone flying and had frightened the upholsterer.

“It's a good thing I'm a bit of an athlete. Another m.n
might have been killed, but I merely knocked myself, just hei

it hurts when it's touched, but it's passing off already—it's o1l

a bruise,”

So they began living in their new home—in which, a: .l

ways happens, when they got thoroughly settled in they fou!

they were just one room short—and with the increased incon

which as always was just a little (some five hundred ruble:.) 1.«

little, but it was all very nice.

Things went particularly well at first, before everyilii,
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was finally arranged and while something had still to be done:
this thing bought, that thing ordered, another thing H.S<mn_\ m_“_n_
§ ino else adjusted. Though there were some disputes be-
sy were both so well satisfied and

tween husband and wife, they : .
had so much to do that it all passed off without any serious

S:m::og_.:mimm hmm:oe,nmsmmzwanmamnmnrm_.n_::
and something seemed to be lacking, v_”: they were .»Tmb mak-
ing acquaintances, forming habits, and life was growing fuller.

Ivan Ilych spent his mornings at the law courts and came
home to dinner, and at first he was generally in a good humour,
though he occasionally became irritable just on account of his
house. (Every spot on the tablecloth or the upholstery, and ev-
cry broken windowblind string, irritated him. He had devoted
s0 much trouble to arranging it all that every disturbance of it
distressed him.) But on the whole his life ran its course as he be-

lieved life should do: easily, pleasantly, and decorously.
He got up at nine, drank his coffee, read the paper, and

(hen put on his undress uniform and went to the law courts.
I'here the harness in which he worked had already been
stretched to fit him and he donned it without a hitch: petition-
i, inquiries at the chancery, the chancery itself, and the sit-
lings public and administrative. In all this the thing was to
rxclude everything fresh and vital, which always disturbs the
ipular course of official business, and to admit only official re-
litions with people, and then only on official grounds. A man
would come, for instance, wanting some information. Ivan
llych, as one in whose sphere the matter did not lie, would have
nothing to do with him: but if the man had some business with
I in his official capacity, something that could be expressed
v olficially stamped paper, he would do everything, positively
+ w1ything he could within the limits of such relations, and in
'loing so would maintain the semblance of friendly human rela-
tines, thatis, would observe the courtesies of life. As soon as the
“llwial relations ended, so did everything else. Ivan Ilych pos-
wwd this capacity to separate his real life from the official side
! allairs and not mix the two, in the highest degree, and by
" practice and natural aptitude had brought it to such a pitch
| wmetimes, in the manner of a virtuoso, he would even al-
limself to _ﬂ the human and official relations mingle. He let
#+ It do this just because he felt that he could at any time he
resume the strictly official attitude again and drop the

quarrels.
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remarkable and unexpected success, At Kursk an acquaintance
of his, E. 1. Tlyin, got into the first-class carriage, sat down beside
Ivan lveh, and told him of a telegram just received by the Gov-
ernor of Kursk announcing that a change was about to take
place in the ministry: Peter Ivanovich was to be superseded by
Ivan Seménovich

The proposed change, apart from its significance for Rus-
sla, had a special significance for Ivan llych, because by bringing
forward a new man, Peter Petrovich, and consequently his
friend Zachar Ivanovich, it was highly favourable for Ivan llych,
since Zachar Ivanovich was a friend and colleague of his.

In Moscow this news was confirmed, and on reaching Pe-
tersburg Ivan llych found Zachar Ivanovich and received a
definite promise of an appointment in his former department of
Justice,
A week later he telegraphed to his wife: “Zachar in Miller's
place. [ shall receive appointment on presentation of report.”

Thanks to this change of personnel, Ivan Ilych had unex-
pectedly obtained an appointment in his former ministry which
placed him two stages above his former colleagues besides giv-
ing him five thousand rubles salary and three thousand five
hundred rubles for expenses connected with his removal, All his
il humour towards his former enemies and the whole depart
ment vanished, and Ivan Ilych was completely happy.

He returned to the country more cheerful and contente!
than he had been for a long time. Praskovya Fédorovna al:o
checred up and a truce was arranged between them., Ivan Hych
tcld of how he had been féted by everybody in Petersburg, how
all those who had been his enemies were put to shame and nou
fawned on him, how envious they were of his appointment, a1
how much everybody in Petersburg had liked him,

Praskovya Fédorovna listened to all this and appeared 1o
blieve it, She did not contradict anything, but only made pl.n
Jer their life in the town to which they were going. Ivan Ily. I
t wowitli delight that these plans were his plans, that he and |
“le oy reed, and that, after a stumble, his life was regaining; il
¢ 1 u S natural character of pleasant lightheartedness andl
LI A |
e \ ___wa_r had come back for a short time only, for he 11

' P his new duties on the 10th of September, Morcin .
d time to settle into the new place, to move all I 1.
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der many addi-
longings from the province, and to buy and or
::.m__ n__:x.: in a word, to make such arrangements as he had
renolved on, which were almost exactly what Praskovya Fédo-

rovna too had decided on,
Now that everything had happened so fortunately, and

that he and his wife were at one in their aims and moreover saw
40 little of one another, they got on together better than SQM
had done since the first years of marriage. Ivan Ilych ha
thought of taking his family away with him at once, but the in-
sistence of his wife’s brother and her sister-in-law, who had
suddenly become particularly amiable and friendly to him and
his family, induced him to depart alone.

50 he departed, and the cheerful state of mind induced by
his success and by the harmony between his wife and himself,
the one intensifying the other, did not leave him. He found a de-
lightful house, just the thing both he and his wife had dreamt
of, Spacious, lofty reception rooms in the old style, a convenient
and dignified study, rooms for his wife and daughter, a study
for his son-—it might have been specially built for them. Ivan
llych himself superintended the arrangements, chose the wall-
|rapers, supplemented the furniture (preferably with antiques
which he considered particularly comme il faut), and supervised
the upholstering. Everything progressed and progressed and
approached the ideal he had set himself: even when things were
only half completed they exceeded his expectations. He saw
what a refined and elegant character, free from vulgarity, it
would all have when it was ready. On falling asleep he pictured
0 himself how the reception-room would look. Looking at the
vel unfinished drawing-room he could see the fireplace, the
«1een, the what-not, the little chairs dotted here and there, the
lishes and plates on the walls, and the bronzes, as they would
I when everything was in place. He was pleased by the
Ihought of how his wife and daughter, who shared his taste in
i matter, would be impressed by it. They were certainly not
v pecling as much, He had been particularly successful in find-
iy and buying cheaply, antiques which gave a particularly
cilocratie character to the whole place. But in his letters he in-
'utionally understated everything in order to be able to sur-
) oo them. All this so absorbed him that his new duties—
"l he liked his official work—interested him less than
expected. Sometimes he even had moments of




