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MORA Why I Am a Writer

alone with the page—words carefully chosen, woven into a piece unlike
any other, enjoyed by me in a way no other person will enjoy them. I love
the privateness of writing and reading.

3 Iwrite because I am curious. I am curious about me. Writing is a way of
finding out how I feel about anything and everything. Now that I've left the
desert where I grew up, for example, I'm discovering how it feels to walk on
spongy autumn leaves and to watch snow drifting up on a strong wind. [
notice what's around me in a special way because I am a writer. I notice my
world more, and then I talk to myself about it on paper. Writing is my way
of saving my feelings.

4 T write because I believe that Hispanics need to take their rightful place
in American literature. We need to be published and to be studied in schools
and colleges so that the stories and ideas of our people won't quietly disap-
pear. Although T am happy when I finish the draft of a poem or story, T al-
ways wish that I wrote better, that I could bring more honor and attention
to the abuelitas—grandmothers—I write about. That mix of sadness and
pleasure frequently occurs in a writer's life.

s Although we don't discuss it often because it is depressing, my people
have been and sometimes still are viewed as inferior. We have all been hurt
by someone who said, “You're not like us; you are not one of us. Speaking
Spanish is odd; your family looks funny.” Some of us decide we don’t want
to be different; we don’t want to be part of a group that is often described
as poor and uneducated. I spoke Spanish at home to my grandmother and
aunt, but I didn't always want my friends at school to know that I spoke
Spanish. And I didn't like myself for feeling that way. I sensed it was wrong,
but I didn't know why. Now I know.

6 Tknow thar the society we live in affects us. It is not easy to learn to dis-
regard the unimportant things about people—the car they drive, the house
they live in, the color of their skin, the language they speak at home. Tt
takes courage to face the fact that we all have ten toes, get sleepy at night,
8et scared in the dark. Some families, some cities, some states, and even
some countries foolishly convince themselves that they are better than oth-
ets. Then they teach their children this ugly lie. It's like a weed with burrs
and stickers that prick people.

How are young people who are Hispanic or members of any ethnic
8T0Up supposed to feel about themselves? Some are proud of their cultural
roots. But television commercials are busy trying to convince us that our
55, clothes, and even our families arent good enough. It is so hard to be
Mm.an_n your many interesting selves, because billboards and magazine ads
wo you that being beautiful is being thin, blond, and rich, rich, rich. No

nder we don't always like ourselves when we look in the mirror.
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CHAPTER 1 Communicating Is Language at Work

8 So I write to try to correct these images of worth. I take pride in beir

Hispanic writer. I will continue to write and to struggle to say what
other writer can say in quite the same way.

Post-reading Questions
CONTENT

1. What are some of the reasons Mora gives for writing?

2. Why does she say that “a mix of sadness and pleasure fre-
quently occurs in a writer’s life”?

3. Why didn’t Mora speak Spanish in school> How did she fecl
about this decision?

4. In what ways does Mora attempt to “correct images of worth”
through her writings?

STRATEGIES AND STRUCTURES

1. What personal example does Mora give to show that some
people don’t want to be different? How does Mora illustrate
the unimportant “things about people”?

2. In what way do specific topic sentences help to lead the reader
through each paragraph and organize the essay?

3. What is the effect of the repetition of lead-in phrases like “I
write because”? What do you imagine the author is attempting
to achieve?

4. In what way do the first and last paragraphs function as a fram-
ing device for the whole essay?

LANGUAGE AND VOCABULARY

1. A simile is a comparison with the use of /ike or as. At the end
of paragraph 6, Mora uses a simile to illustrate the effects of
the ugly lies we tell about others. What is chis simile? Is it an
accurate image of cultural lies? Why? Why not?

2. Mora uses one Spanish word in her essay, abuelitas. How docs
she define this word for the non-Spanish speakers? When do
you feel this would be an effective strategy in your own
writing?

Group Activities

1. Mora claims that Hispanic authors need “to be studied in
schools and colleges.” Divide into small groups, go to the li-
brary, and find stories, essays, poems, and/or articles written
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by Hispanic authors. Choose one you like best and write a
summary of it to present to the class. Why do you imagine
your particular author likes to write?

2. The author tells us that “billboards and magazine ads tell you
that being beautiful is being thin, blond, and rich, rich, rich.”
In small groups, look through several magazines and discuss
whether Mora’s claim is true or not and compare your findings
with the other groups.

Writing Activities

1. In a short composition, briefly explain why you are not “a
writer.” You might begin your paper much like Mora, using
topic sentences with lead-ins such as 7 write because . . . or
I don’t write because . . .

2. Using ideas gencrated from Group Activity 2, write a brief es-
say in which you support or disprove Moras claim that “maga-
zine ads tell you that being beautiful is being thin, blond, and
rich, rich, rich” with specific examples from your observations.
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Pre-reading Questions

1. The title of Mora’s essay, “Why I Am a Writer,” seems to promise
some sort of explanation or answer. Why do you imagine Mora or
any other person would want to be a writer?

2. Do a freewriting in which you explain why and when you write.

es with my friends. I like to d

1 1like people. T like long, slow |

So why do I sit with my tablet and pen and

ive

2 There are ma nswers. | write because | am a reader. I want o

to others what writers have given me, a chance to hear the voices of people

I will never meet. Even if 1 met these authors, 1 wouldn't hear wi









