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=pressed by 21 percent of the American public in 1995, blaming television more
any other factor for teenage violence.\Such tentative estimates as have been
ade suggest that the media account for between 5 and 15 percent of societal
slence. Even these estimates are rarely specific enough to indicate whether what
2t issue is all violent crime, or such crimes along with bullying and aggression
wre generally.

One frequently cited investigator proposes a dramatically higher and more
-ific estimate than others. Psychiatrist Brandon S. Centerwall has concluded from
ze-scale epidemiological studies of “white homicide”in the United States, Canada,
South Africa in the period from 1945 to 1974, that it escalated in these socictics
in ten to fifteen years of the introduction of television, and that one can therefore
sce that television has brought a doubling of violent societal crime:

- Of course, there are many factors other than television that influence the amount of
violent crime. Every violent act is the result of a variety of forces coming together—
poverty, crime, alcohol and drug abuse, stress—of which childhood TV exposure is
Just one. Nevertheless, the evidence indicates that if hypothetically, television tech- .-
10logy had never been developed, there would today be 10,000 fewer horricides
cach year in the United States, 70,000 fewer rapes, and 700,000 fewer injurious
=ssaults. Violent crime would be half of what it now is.

enterwall’s study, published in 1989, includes controls for such variables as
7 possession and economic growth. But his conclusions have been criticized
taking into account other factors, such aslpopulation changes during the time
I studied, that might also play arole in changing crime rateSShifts in policy and
2 of prison terms clearly affect these levels as well. By now, the decline in levels
fent crime in the United States since Centerwall’s study was conducted, even
television viewing did not decline ten to fifteen years before, does not square
i extrapolations. As for “white homicide” in South Africa under apartheid,
brings more severe challenges to official statistics from that period.
=n the lower estimates, however, of around 5 to 10 percent of violence as
=d with television exposure, point to substantial numbers of violent crimes in
“ation as large as America’s. But if such estimates are to be used in discussions
v decisions, more research will be needed to distinguish between the effects
“sion in general and those of particular types of violent programming, and to
: cifically what sorts of images increase the aggressor effect and by what
2nd throughout to be clearer about the nature of the aggressive acts studied.

“2ia representatives naturally request proof of such effects before they
to undertake substantial changes in programming. In considering
remedies for a problem, inquiring into the reasons for claims about
entirely appropriate. It is clearly valid to scrutinize the research designs,
methods, and possible biases of studies supporting such claims, and to
== the reasoning leading from particular research findings to conclusions.
© < for some demonstrable pinpointing of just when and how exposure to

~-=nce affects levels of aggression sets a dangerously high threshold for
-~z risk factors.
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