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present purposes we will have to leave it at that.

With these considerations of what I have called music’s ‘liberating
power 1 have reached a reasonable place, I think, to conclude my
introduction to a philosophy of music. It is my end but not the end. There
are many topics I could go on from here to discuss, and they are no less
worthy of discussion than the ones I have already discussed. However, a
book must end somewhere, and for this book here, with the question of
Why should you listen?, seems as good a place as any.

But before I close I want to give my reader an important bit of
prudential advice. Don’t believe anything I have written. This is an
introduction to my philosophy of music. There is probably no view I have
put forward here that enjoys universal assent. I have tried to give a fair
account of the opposition in the appropriate places, but I am certain that
the opposition will not think so. So beware! You had better give the
opposition a separate hearing.

The point of an introduction to any branch of philosophy ought to be
not to convey information but to get the reader to think about the
relevant questions as an independent agent. It was to make this point that I
employed, in my epigraph, the quotation from Plato’s Phaedo in which
Socrates adjures his disciples to think for themselves, after he is gone. It is
the only quotation in this book. I could think of no better way of
beginning it than with Socrates’ admonition. And I can think of no better
way of ending it. ‘If you think that what I say is true, agree with me; if
not, oppose it with every argument and take care that in my eagerness I
do not deceive myself and you and, like a bee, leave my sting in you when
I go’



