r-in-other words, to. treat “cop.
ms of “maiter,” the “mentai” i,
sical,”“‘people” in-terms of gy

:fly; The poem begins with g
whlch in the course of the fy.
L is- “separated out,” splitting
er and a spiritual counterpag,
n is the malign aspect of the
action.its benign aspect. In ¢
slopment, the maligh passion i
he benign active partner, the in-
tion, takes: over. At the begin.
WO :aspects were amblguously
assion would be the “scene” of
(the “ob]ectwe ‘symptoms” of
e paralleled by the.’ sub_]ectnre
e:mind, the bochly state thug
ir ground of -.the mental state),
* come separated out, the mentz]
the bodily. passion. It.becores
1ight, makmg dlscovenes and
ounded..in the’ bod1ly passion,
of. action, in: transcending the
symptoms of, the. fever, would
ifferent..ground. or scene, one
'ahty to the quallty of the tran-

'nt act is concretlzed or “mate-
- ‘ision of the unmortal” scere,
anza IV to.the original scene of
renly scene.of the dead, or im-
_ 1¢.scene in which the Urn was
i land wluch is alsq fixed on ifs
i s the. mtemahty of this vision,
¢ ,passage.in . Yeats. relating the
<y without to. the ‘depths of the
we. showed a sunﬂar _pattern in
»f the vision that followed his
an’s Homer. We suggested that
yming. upon 2 ney internal sk,
_ ition with. the ‘Urn-as -act, the
-came upon -through identific
ctraents of Chapman ] u'ansla

¢ - jthe level at whlch
: >t contradiction no longer pre-
e terms of this scene, he ¢

proclaim the unity of truth.and beauty (of science

and art), a proclamation which he needs to make
preclsel}' because here. was the basic:split respon-
sible for the romantic: agitatiorr (in-both. poetic
and philosophic- idealism). That is;:it was gratify-
ing to have. the-oracle proclaim the unity. of.po-
eiry and sclence because thevalues of technel-
ogy and business -were. causing them to be at
odds. And: from. the: perspective of a . “higher

level? (the perspective: of a dead or:immortal |

scene trans¢ending the world of temporal contra-
dictions) the’ spht oould be proclamled oihce more
A Dmitys ‘

- At.this pomt ‘at thls stage of exaltatlon -the
fever has been. replaced-by chill. But. the: bodily

Ir f""' £ai-

passmn has completely dropped out of accm_ln_t |

Lrtemture as Equlpm ent o

for szmg

A

[
’ A,ll is: now mental. action. Hence, the-chill (asan

the ecstatic -exglamation; “Cold- Pastoral"’) 1s
proclalmed only in its benign aspect..; s

: :We mpay-contrast this diseussion wrth explana—
t10ns such as-a. materialigt: of - the. Kretschmer
school might offer. I refer to accounts.of motiva:
tion that might tréat: disease as-cause and. poeni as
effect. In-$uch accounts,:the:disecase -would not be
“passive,” but wholly active;-and what'we have
called -the mental action: would:be ‘wholly - pas:
sive, hardly. more .than: an: epiphencmeriott,::a
mere symptom of the disease quite as &re-the
fever ;and:-the. chill themselves.1Such acceounts
would give:us no conception-of the essentlal mat-
ter here ‘the intense lmgmstlc actmty

.....

Here I shall, put.do !
statement in beha]f of what m1ght be ca,talogued

with a fair degree of accuracy, as a socrolog:cal ‘
criticism of literature, Sociological criticism in it- |
self 18 certamly not new T shall here t:ry to sug- |
gest what partlally new elements oL, emphas1s I]
think- should be added to this old apprqach And
to make the “way in” as €asy as. possrble L shall ‘

begin with a d1scuss1on of proverbs

I

Examine random specimens in The Oxford Dic- -
tionary of Enghsh Proverbs. You will note, 1 |
think, that there is.no_“pure” literature here.
Everythmg is, “med1c1ne » Proverbs are des1gned ]

for, G

. _-e typ zal TECUITer
That I8 ;_p ople find.a’c rtam isocial, relation 1p

recurring so_frequently that they must,“have a
word for it.” The Eskim have special names for :

m&ny dlfferent kmds ;of, .snow;; (ﬁfteen, 1f L e
member nghtly) because variations in the quahty

 a as bneﬂy as posmble a |

| mit that. such naming is. done, not. for

must sme up snorw much more accuxatejy t;han
we do. And the same is true of socral ;Jhenomena
Soc1al structures _give rise (o “type”.sifuations,
subtle subd1v1310ns of the relatlonshlps inyolved
in.., competitive and cooperatrve ~-acts.. Mar

proverbs seek to. chart in more or less h@;ne an_d
p1oturesque ways, these “type”situations. L. sub-

glory of the, thing, but because of i

-+ | bpon] human, welfar:e A different name. for, soow
| implies a different kmd of hunt. Some names, for

snow imply- that one}should not _hunt-at aIl Aod

situations:are not.deyeloped.ont; of “drsmterested
cumosrty,,, but, because the names unply a coms-

amPles

=
once.” “Thmk of ease but work on.” “L1tt1e trou—
bles .the. gye, . but. far less the soul.”:“The worst
Tuck: NOW, the{ better another trme A “The wind.in
one’s face makes one wise.” “He that hath lands
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' hath quan‘els » “He:knows how. to-carry-the dead |

cock home " “He 1§ not poor that hath httle but
“he that desireth much
- +:+For vehgeance; “At length the fox .18: brought

. torthie furtier:”:“Shod’ inthe cradle, barefoot m,
I lion’s: share.™ “To catchione nappm‘g ” “To smeﬂ

- the: stubble:’* “Sue: a: beggar.and -get a Touse:”

_*The higher t the ape:goes; the more he shows his
- dogs. “He ‘measures another’s- corn by his own
‘bushel.” *He shuns the: :man - who knows him

well¢
ﬂlcm e motbil

*Proverbs fHat. have 10 do wnh foretellmg (the '

'most ‘obvious -are those: to:do. with the weather):
. “Sow peas and:beans-in-the wane of the moon,

- Who soweth them sooner, he-soweth too soon.”

* “When the wind’s in the north, the skilful fisher
goes not forth.” “When the sloe tree is.as white
- as a sheet, sow your barley whether it be dry or
" wet.” “When the sun-sets bright ‘and clear, An
easterly wind you neeéd not fear. When the sun

sets in a bank A westerly wmd we shall not

CWHRE?
In short: “Keep your weather eye openr’ be

-realistic about";z:mg up today s weather, because

. Yo ¥acy ‘has’ beating ‘uporr: ‘tOMOITOW’S |
_ Weather And forecast niot only the- meteorologl- ]

ather, _but also the soc1al weather' “When

“Sraws *shiow - which way' the wind blows.”
“Wheii'thé ‘fish is caiight, the- net isTaid ‘agide.”
“Remove dri old tree; and it will wither to’ death.”

*The wolf* may ‘lose h1s teeth, but never his na- |

tire: > “He that bites dn every ‘weed. must needs
Tight oi po1son " “Whether theé p1tcher strikes the

§tone, of 'the’ stone the p1tcher, it is bad for the
‘pttcher - “Eagles catch no ﬂxes ” “The more j

laws thé’more offenders.”

*In'this foretellmg category we might also in- |

clude thie  recipes for wise" living, sometimes
moral, ’ someumes ‘technical: ~*First “thrive, and
then wive? “Think ‘with thé wise but talk with
‘the vulgar » “When the fox preacheth, then' be-
ware your geese.™ “Venture a small fish to catch
& great one,” “Respect & man, he w1]l do the
tore:”" " oo b

“In_the class of “typtcal récurrent gituations™

KENNETH BURKE °

“The moen:does ot heed - the barking ‘of

“Fool‘ tie knots and wise - men’ loose '

-am poor in money I am rich in virtue”) or to

| that “place” the ‘provefbs once and for ail. What
| T want is* categones that suggest their active - J
| ture. Heére is no “realism for. its own sake.” Hett §

] ‘g put such proverbs and‘proverbxal ex- |

pressionsas:“Sweet-appears sour when we pay.”
“The. treason :is: loved-but-the traitor is hated”
“The-wine: in: the bottle does not quench thirst"
“The : sun is- never ‘the..worse for shining on a
dunghill.” “The lion kicked: by.an ass.” “The

arat,” “To cool one’s heels.”

: By all means, I:do not w1sh to suggest that ‘this
is7 the’ only ‘way in “which. the .proverbs could
be: classified. For instance,-1 have listed in-the
“foretelling” group ‘the proverb,!‘‘When the fox
preacheth; then beware: your geese.” But it-could
obviously be “taken over” for vindictive:pur-
poses. Or ‘consider a proverb like, “Virtue flies
from ihe heéart of a mercenary man.”:A poor man
might obviously use it either to:console himself
for being poor. (the implication. belng, “Because

strike at another (the lmphcauon .being, “When
he‘got money, what else could* yoit expect of him
but deterioration?”). In fact we-could even:say
that such symbolic vengeance would itself be
aspect of solace. And a proverb like “The sun is

never the worse for shining.on a dunghill
(which I'have listed under “typ1ca1 fecurrent sit-
ations”) rmght as-well be put in the V}Jlt‘hCllVB
category.

The point of issue’ is' not 1o ﬁnd catcgorles

is realism’ for promise, admonition, solace, Vel
geance, foretellitig, instruction; charting; all for ¥
the direct bearing that such acts have upon mat |
ters of welfare.

spen

Step two! Why not- extend such analysis of §
proverbs to encompass the whole field of htefﬂ 1
tire? Could the most complex and’ sophisticad
works of art legitimately be conisidered SO ¥
what as “proverbs writ large”? Such leads, if | hﬂ‘l
‘admissible, should help us to discover import
facts about literdry organization (thus satleY
the requirements of technical criticism). A
kind of observatton from this perspective shoy

apply beyond htetature to-life. in
helping. to: take: literature: out of 1
and give it.a plaoe in a: general
picture).--

The. pomt of view: rmght be 1
way: Proverbs are strategies for ds
uations. In so far-as situations.are
current -in--a- given social sttuctu
velop names. for them and-strategis
them.. Another name for: strategles

People have often commented ¢
there are contrary proverbs, But 1.1
above approach to proverbs.sugge
modification:of that comment, The
tradictions. depend. upon. differenc
involving a-correspondingly diffe
strategy.. Consider; for instance,
opposite pair:-“Repentance.comes
“Never too.lateto mend.” - The .fi
tory. It says .in effect: ‘You'd bett
you'll . get yourself too: far into -
The second . is - censolatory, . say
“Buck.up, old man, you can still pi

. Some critics;have quarreled wit
selection. of the, word “strategy” a
this process. I.have asked them to
terative term, 50, far w1thout profi
Tean think ofis. “method.” But.if
in suggestmg to-some people an o
procedure “method”™ erss in sugge

“methodical” one. Anyhow let’s 1
Uments;

Concise Oxford Dictionary: “3
ment of an army or armies in-a cz
$0 moving or disposing troops or
POse-upon the enemy the place anc
ditions for fightinig prefefred By ot
Greek word that refers to-the leadii

New English Dictionary: “Strat
Projécting and directing the larger
fents and operations-of a campaig
emAﬂdl’c ‘Cheron; Traité Complet .

end par stratégie-les manoeuvr.

ut: Ia Sortie et le bon arrangemen.

Vgomplete Treanse on Chess: “Strateg
TS whose goal is attack and correct pc

ﬂﬂu



‘Sweet appears sour when we pay»
is. loved but the- traitor is hateq
the: bottle does not 'quench thirg »
never the..worse for shining op
he lion kicked by-an ass)” “Th,
“To catchi.one napping.” “To smejj
" slone’s heelsl” S
ns, Fdo not wish to suggest that thj;
way in whicli-the .proverbs coulg
For instance, 1 have listed in the
group the ‘proverb, “When _the fox
:n beware your geese.” But it coulq
“taken over” for vindictive pyr-
nsider a proverb like, “Virtue fligg
t of ‘a mercenary mar.” A Poor may
sly use-it either to:console himseif
r (the implication being, “Because |
money 1 am rich in. vn:tue”) or f
ther (the implication .being, “When
+, what else could you expect of him
tion?™). In fact, we could even say
abolic vengeance ‘would ‘itself be an
ace. And a proveérb like “The sun s
sorse for shining on a dunghill
s listed under “typical recurrent sif-
ht as well ‘be put in-the vindictive §

: of issue is not to find: categories f
the proverbs once and for all. Wha §
egories that suggest their active ns- |
no “realism for its own sake.” Her §
m'promisé,{_adrrionﬁidn, solace, ver- §

telling, instruction, -charting, all for

aring that such acts have upon ma-
N rﬁ. - o

Why not extend such analysis o g
: g%rﬁﬁéés' thie whole field of liten §
the thost complex and sophisticatd §
tt legitimaiely e considered sont §
yverbs writ large™? Suchleads, if helt :-‘
should help-us t _1s’c}(':'vcr_:i‘m;.mrtfiﬂl .:
literary organization (thus _satglsfylﬂg ;
nerits of techrical eriticism), And &g
ervationi from this perspective shol°g

A
apoly beyond literature to life in. general (thus
pelping to take. literature -out of its:separate bin
and give it a place in a. general “sociological”
pleture). - -7 e e

The point of view -might be phrased in this
way: Proverbs are strategies for dealing with siz-
uations. In 5o far as situations are typical and re-
current in-a- given social structure, people de-
velop names for them and strategies for handling
them. Another name for strategies might. be atfi-
M?People have often commented on the. fact that
there are contrary proverbs. But I believe that the
above approach to proverbs suggests'a necessary
medification-of that comment. The-apparent con-
rradictions depend. upon. differences -in attitude,
involving a correspondingly different choice of
strategy.. Consider, for instance,, the.apparently
opposite pair: “Repentance -comes too- late” and
“Never too late fo mend.” The first; is admoni-
tory. It says in effect: “You’d better look out, or |
yow'll get yourself too. far into: this business.”
The .second, is consolatory, saying .in -effect: |
“Buck up, old man, you can.still pull out of this.”

. Some critics have quarreled with me about.mny
selection. of the. word “strategy” as the name for
this process. L.have asked them to suggest an,al-
ternative term, so. far without.profit. The.only one
I'can think of is. “method.”. But.if “strategy” emrs
in suggesting to-some people. an overly conscious |
procedure, “method™ errs in suggesting an overly
‘methadical” one. Anyhow, let’s look at the doc-
uments: ' e

Concise Oxford Dictionary: “Strategy: Move-
ment of an army or armies in a campaign, art of |
so moving or disposing troops or ships as to ini-
pose upon the enemy the place and: time and con- |
ditions for fighting preferred by oneself” (froma
Greek word thiat refers to'the leading of an army). .

New English Dictionary: “Strategy: The art of |
projecting arid directing the larger military move-
ments and operationsiof a campaign.”™ < ..

André:Cheron; Traité Complet-d’Echecs: “On
entend par stratégic les manoeuvres qui-onf poir
butla sortie-et le bon arrangemient des piéces."!

%

Looking :at. these definitions, I gain.courage.
For surely, the most highly alembicated and.so-
phisticated -workof art, arising.in complex civi-
lizations, could be considered as designed to or-
ganize and command the army of one’s thoughts
and ‘images, -and to So organize them. that one
“imposes upon the enemy the time and place and
conditions for fighting preferred by oneself,” One
seeks to “direct the, larger movements and opera-
tions” in one’s campaign-of: living.. One “maneu-
vers,” and the mancuvering is an “art.?: . -

Are not the final results one’s “strategy”’? One
tries, as.-far. as_possible, to develop .a strategy
whereby one “can’t lose.”*One tries to.change the
rules of the game untii they: fit his own necessi-
ties. Does the artist encounter disaster? He will
“make capital” of it. If one is a victim of compes
tition, for instance, if one.is:elbowed out, if one is
willy-nilly. more - jockeyed against than: jockey-
ing, one can:by the solace and vengeance of art
convert this.very “liability” into an “asset.” One

“tries o fight on his own terms, developing:a strat-
egy for imposing the proper.“time, place, .and
conditions.” ... .. ... LA P

But one must also, to:develop-a full strategy,
be.realistic. One must size:things up properly.
One. cannot: accurately know how things .will be,
what is promising and what is menacing, unless
be accurately knows how things are. So the wise
strategist :-will :not be content with. strategies of
merely a self-gratifying sort.: He will “keep-his
weather.eye open.” He will noi: tog -éagerly “read
into” a scene-an-attitude that-is‘irrelevant to it, He
waon’t,sit.on the side of an. active: volcano and
“see” it as a dormiant plain. .. .- ... i

Often; alas, he will. The.great: allurement in
our. present popular “inspirational literature,” for
instance, may be largely-of this.sort. It-is a strat-

egy: for. easy. consolation;- It “fills a, need,” since
there. is -always a need for:easy. consolation —
and in an era of confusion like our own the need

| 18 especially keen: So people are only toe willing

t0."meet a man halfway™ who will play down the
I‘eﬂlisﬁc l'laIIﬁIlgOfour Simaﬁoﬂ and play up such

j strategies .as. ma_._kc solace ;cheap..‘iHowever,, i]
- | should propose a reservation here. We usually

take it for granted that people who consume-our

Complete Treatise orf Chess: “Strategy signifies’the ma- -
teuvers whose goal is attack and cofreat position”™ [Bd.} . . |
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and Bamboozle Otiesélf and- Othier:People? are
readifig as:stuidents who' wﬂl‘attempt ‘applying the |
' recipesgiven: Nothing of the sort. Thereading of
@bodR onsthe attairivg of sticeesk i in itself the
symbelic uttainivg of that'success. 1t is-while they
Fead ‘that “theseteaders “are**“succeeding:” Pl
Wwagerithat; in by far the ‘great majority ‘of cases,
siich’ réaders> make o serious attempt: 16 "apply
thesbook’s rec1pes-i ‘TheJute of thesbook remdes
intherfact that the feader, while: ‘reading it; is'then
living in thesaura:of sticeess What héwants s
etfsy ‘suceess;and ke gets it inssymbolic form by |
the mére readmg itself. To' attempt -applying such |
' stuff inv-rgal Jife would bé:very 1fﬁcult “fu]l ‘of !
many disilliisioning problém
- Soinetimes-a different st gy may arise. The ;
author niray rémain Tedlistic, Avoidingtoo easy a |
forst of - selace—yet hefinay. get-asfar off the |
trackin his ownway. Forgetting thatrealismn 45 an ;
aspect fortforetelling, he may ‘thke’it.-as'an‘end in |
itself. He-is tempt&d to°daithis by two factors® (1) |
an'ifl-igested philesophy- of science, leading him
mistakenly to-assume that “rélentless” natoralistic |
“truthfulness” is a proper end in itself;and (2) a |
merely: competitivé-desireito outstrip-other wiiters
by beitig “more réalistic™ than théy. Works' thus
made “efficient” by tests of ‘¢ompetition internal
to the'book tride are 4 Kind 'of academicism riot'so |
narfted (the writer wsuallythinks-of it s the dppo- -
site - of “academicism). ‘Realism ithus ‘stepped:-up |
compet1t1vely might -be distingnished from the
proper sortby-the-nare of “naturalisin:™ As -4
izihg things up,” the natufalistic: tradi- |
tion tenids to become s inacéurate as the ‘*mspn‘a— :
tlonal” strategy, though ‘at thé opposite sxtreme:
Anyhow *the"fnairi’ point ‘is ‘this: A work like |
' e “its'homely- American trans- :
Tation, Babbiifyis'the strateégic naming of a‘situa- -
tion: Ii-singles out'a pattern of éxperience thatds -
sufficiently’ repreﬂentatlve of our sécial structure,
ihiat redurs sufﬁclenﬂy oftén wntatis mutardss,
for'people to “niced @ word for it™and te-adopt an |
aftitude:towards it.: Each work of ‘art is the addi:
tioh of a word to‘an-infotmal” dictionary -(or; i
the:case 'of; pu‘rely? ‘de_l'-'ivative;-'arti'sfs;f the addit‘i'on ;

Bur]ce 1s pamdymg Dale Camegle’% How 5 1o Malce :
Friends and Influente People: in-particular; biit'the ‘géfire of

the self-help book continues to thrive today. [Ed.] g
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ofrd; submdlaly méaning to:a word ‘already givey
by. seme-origindting iartist). As for: Madapné-Bo.
varythe Brench-critic. Jules de:Gauldtier propaseq
to add it to our formal dictionary by coirling;the
wordiBovarysme? and:» wntmg a whoie babk to
saywhathe‘meantby g L
i+ Mencken's: beeksoanhe Amemcan Languagg
I ‘hateé:to-say; is splendid.-T: console imyself:wity
the' reminder-that: Ménéken didn’twrite-it: Many
- millions':of rpeopler iwrote. it; and Meneken wis
merely the amanuensis who took it down ffom
their dictation. He!foundra true “vehicle™ (that is,
#'book: that touldbé gréater than the ‘auther who
wrote it) He' gets theﬁroyaltles bi]t the ]Ob was

'you see a people who! weig up- agamst A new set
of typical recurrent: sﬂuat:ens, situations: typical
of their:businessy thsit- pohtlcs ‘their criminial or-
ganizations;theit’ ‘SpOFtS. “Either " thére were o
wistdg:for’ these i’ standard Enghsh ‘or peopie
didu’t kniow thiem, o they d1dn’t 5ot
Sorahiew vocabuldry: arose, 1o+ *give lis'a’ Fword
forit:” T-see’no teason for behevmg thiat Amigr
icans var usually “fertile - ‘hﬁn’ word»comage
‘Aeriéan 'slang was not’ deve’ioped out of'some
exceptmnal gift. It wis: developed out of the fact
that neWw typicat sitoa onis had-atisen and people
needed hames’ for thémi; They h‘ad 6 gize thmgs
* They Had fo'¢onsole and stiike;, 16 promise
and aditionish. Thisyhad o deseribie-for purposes
of forecastmg‘ And’“slang” was’ the result. Ttis,
by this' anialysis, sunply proveérbs not so named 2
kmd of “folk crmc}sm N o _

With: what, then, would “sociological criticisn’
along these lines be ‘concerned?. It would seek 10
codify the.various :strategies - which artists. have
developed with, relation to the naming «of situd

| tions. In.a-sense;much ofit.-would evenbe * ‘time-

Iess,” for many.;of:the ¢ ‘typical;recurrent: sitng-
tions’ are not peculiar to ouriown. civilization &
-all.. The. situations -and. .strategies. framed in
Aesop’s Fables, for. instance; apply to. human &

| lations now just as fully as they applied in &
| cient,Greece.. They are, like philosophy, suffi
. ciently: “generalized”. to. extend far beyond ¢
| particular combination of events named by the®

5

80 e

“

in any.one:instange; They:mame afi¢
we could:say that they:are on a.thig
sraction.” Qne:doesn’tusually this
“ahstract,” sinceuthey: are insudlly; ¢
their s;wlisac;-:-_gexpressfen.: Biit-th
aim- to-.disceri: the:“general beliin
Jar™ (wh1clsn Wﬁllld? suggest sthat:-4
Goethe) DT e Comed b

. The: attempt to»tre hlferatureﬁ
point of situatipns:and ‘strafegies st
ant of _.Sp'eng.leh& notion Hofi:ithi
raneous,.” By “contempgtaneity
corresponding stages of different &1
stance, if modern New York is mx
dent Rome, then we are “contempc
decadent Rome, or with some’
decadent city among the Mayas, e
sense that situations are “timeless,’
cal,” “contemporaneous.” A gives
tionship may be at one time nam
foxes and lions, if there are fo
about; or it may now be named in
manship, advertising, the ‘tactics

ete. But beneath. the change in |
may often dlscern the naming of
tion,

So socmloglcal cnt1c1sm as he
would seek to assemble and codi
might occasionally lead us to outr.
a3 we sometimes found exempl
great sermon or tragedy or abstrus
1080phy the same strategy as we
fied in a dirty joke. At this poini
S¢rmon and the dirty joke togethe
Ing by situation” and showing the
ble particularizations. In his exc
Cﬁ!'mng essay, “A Critic’s Job of

Blackmur says, “I think on 1
(Burke’s) method -could be appl
fruitfulness to Shakespeare, Das.
or Marie Corelii.”> When I got th
Lhad to admit that Blackmur was
cle is an attempt. to say for the m
b said. As a matter of fact, Pll g
0d maintain: You can’t prope

b’Rmham P. Blackmur, “A Critic’s Jol
Published in Language as Gesture (1952)
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ity.~As: you' ‘read ‘that: boiok,
g wereup- agamst a newse[
-Sitiations, situations: ttypical
2if pohtms their criminial or-
ports.: ‘Eithet” thére were o
standard Enghsh 0T peop]e
o thcy didr’t ¥‘sovnd ‘right”
ry arose, togive lisia word
son'for Believing-that- Amidt-
Iy - fertile e word:Coinage.
s ot deve'loped out of some
was' deveIoped out of the fact
iations had‘arisen-and people
hémi. They had to “size things
onsole and stiike;, (6 pmmlse
yhad to déscribes for purposcs
¥ «slang” was'the resutt. Tt is
nply proverbs not so named a
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would “soc;ologlcal cnuclsm

e concemed" It would seekto
5 istrategies -which artists. have
dation..te. the naming of - sifuar
- mch ofit:would even: e time-
the “Wplcal,;reeurrent situa-
- yliaf to .ouriows: civilization &
ns -and. strategies: framed in
ot instance; dpply to. uman ©
as fully as they applied in &
ey--ate,like philosophy, suffi-
sed”s to: extend far beyond
' \ation of events named by the?

ip any-one-instance; They name ail{essence:”0r,
we could say that they.are.on a- “hlgh level of-ab-
s!IaCHOIl * One:doesn’tusually think of them:as
uahsteack,” -sirieenthey are.usually. so: concrete.in
their stylistic:: expressmn Buit.- they. invariably

zim- to- diseerny the: general beliind -the: particu- |

™ (whlch wé)uld suggest that they .are . gaod
GOﬂthe) T5 dsteet i as) ;

. The. attempt to treat. ht’erature -from: the stand-

int of situatipps;and strategies. suggests A vari:
ot of Spengler& notion rof;ithe: *contempo-
mneous.” By contempotanelty he meant
coresponding stages of different cultures. For in-
sance, if modern New York is much like deca-
dent Rome, then we are *“contemporaneous” with
dcadent Rome, or with some corresponding
decadent city among the Mayas, etc. It is in this
sense that situations are “timeless,” “non-histori-
cal,” “contemporaneous.” A given human rela-

tionship may be at one time named in terms of

foxes and lions, if there are foxes and lions
about; or it may now be named in terms of sales-
manship, advertising, the-tactics of politicians,
¢le. But beneath the change in particulars, we
may often discern the naming of the one situa-
tion,

So socmlogwal criticism, as here understood,
would seek to assemble and codify this lore. It
might occasionally lead us to outrage good taste,
s we sometimes found exemplified in some
great sermon or tragedy or abstruse work of phi-
losophy the same strategy as we found exempli-
fied in a dirty joke. At this point, we’d put the
sermon and the dirty joke together, thus “group-
ing by sitnation” and showing the range of possi-
ble particularizations. In his exceptionally dis-
ceming essay, “A Critic’s Job of Work,” R. P.
Blackmur says, “I think -on the whole his

{Burke’s) method could be applied with equal

fuitfulness to Shakespeare, Dashiell Hammett,
or Marie Corelli.”® When I got through wincing,
Thad to admit that Blackmur was tight. This arti-
¢le is an attempt to say for the method what can
b said. As a matter of fact, I'll go a step further
ad maintain: You can’t properly put Marie

’Rmha:d P. Blackmur, “A Critic's Job of Work” (1935),
Published in Language as Gesture (1952). {Ed 1

by
Corelli:éind Shakespgare apart until youhave first
put:them together. Firsy génus, then-differentia:
The;strategy: Jin commonis the: gens. The rarige
or:scale . of spectrum of; pamculamzanons is’ the
dlfferchUa

:+ Amyhow,: that?s “whats F'm: drwmg at xAnd
_that,"s why reviewers sometime findvin-my woik
“intuitive’:-leapsithat .are’ dubious:as-science:”
They: are: not fleaps’. at-all: They-ate classifiea
tions;sgroupings, -made <on:the hasis . of : Some
strategic-element common. to the items: grouped.
They-are neither more nor less “intuitive” than
any grouping or classification of social events.
Apples can be grouped with bananas as fruits,
and they can be grouped with tennis balls as
round. I am simply proposing, in the social
sphere, a method of classification with reference
1o strategies.

The method has these things to be said in its
favor: It gives definite insight into the organiza-
tion of literary works; and it automatically breaks

- .
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“down the barriers erected about literature as a
specialized pursuit. People can classify novels by

reference. to three kinds, eight kinds, seventeen
kinds. It doesn’t matter. Students patiently copy
down the professor’s classification and pass ex-
aminations on it, because the range of possible
academic classifications is endless. Sociological
classification, as herein suggested, would derive
its relevance from the fact that it should apply
both to. works of art and to social situations out-
side of art. :

Tt would, I admit, vmlate current p1eﬂes break

-down current categories, and thereby “outrage

good taste,” But “good taste” has become inert.
The classifications I am proposing would be ac-
rive. I think that what we need is active cate-
gories.

These categories will lie on the bias across the

“catégories of modern specialization. The new

alipnment will outrage in particular those persons
who take the division of faculties in our universi-
ties to be an exact replica of the way in which

God himself divided up the universe. We have.

had the Philosophy of Being; and we have had
the Philosophy of Becoming. In typical contem-
porary specialization, we have been getting the
Philosophy.of the Bin. Each of these mental lo-
calities has had its own peculiar way of life, its
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own . values; evenits: own- speeial “idiom::for

seeing; “thinking, and. “proving.”: Among other |

things, & Sociological approach should: attempt to
provide a reintegrative: point .of view; a-broader
empire of investigation encompassing the lot;
-::' What would such sociological : categories. be
like? They would-consider works of art; T think;
as-strategies for.selecting enefies-and alliés, for
socializing: lesses, for warding off ‘evil-eye; for
purification; - propitiation, :and .desanctification;
consolation and . vengeanee; admonition and .ex-

Sy

hortation; -implicit- commands: or' instructions of

‘one:sort or another.:Arti forms like “tragedy” of

“comedy” or “satire” would beitreated as equip.
mients'for living, that:size. up sitnations in varioys
ways:and in keeping with correspondingly vari.
ous rattitudes.~The typical “ingredients of such
forms ‘would be’sought.:Theif relation t0 ‘typical
situations would be stressed. Their compaative
values would be-considered;:with the intention of
formulating-a “strategy: of 'strategies,” the: “over-

| all? strategy obiained by:inspection; ofthe lot. ...

‘Frank Rayniond Léaws,-—’a cri
ism,‘Was both in-Cambridge,
Leavis survived: his tenure as a1
War I'tobecomie 4 lecturér a¢ B
oi to Downing ‘College in 193
and ‘his “wife, the forier Quée
Serutiny (1932-53); a qiiarterly
their critical principles: Leavis-r
visitinig. professor-of English at-
(1965-68); Walds'(1960), and B
gees, and’in:the year of his daat
Ithas been'said that Leavis’s

in English Poetry: A Study of ¢
Tradition and Development in En
inthe n6vel (Fhé Great Fraition
Karenina” and Owisi “Essays -[1
Leavis]). But this' getisralization ¢
pation with criticisn- itself (The -
teaching and the uliiversity (Bdycs
Schiool” {1943); Litevdture: in Oy,
Clark-Lecture§™ of ‘1965]: Thesif,
Thought [19751): Tei fact bne must”

- of ﬂle‘-'Sut’_:éé'ssérsﬁ to’ Matthiew ‘Ax

Viewed literaturd itsélf) a6 4 form o
the domliniant-ideology aiid allow
self, R
. Liké his German contémporary,
Cl}t{cs, Leavis viewed the world: of
drifting after World War T'had des
nsus.* Although Erigland, unlike
“locatic-idéology of the military
™d of the Flanders trenches. Orgar,
tlled to offer any coherent explatiar
;;e hedonismi of the' 19205 testified |

faith in any of thie codes that had
T studies was aTesponse to this mec
. Was it possible for a'small caidré
smrcounter the leveling forees of POy
Unde coherence to contemporary life

. cItook.. Together with his_conte,

Chards and William Empson (see |




