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The Profogues  #w 31

Mlike his modesty, Caxton’s piety probably isn't in question. Like
Sir Geolfrey’s, Caxton’s is real. Although he asks readers to pray for the

and the chapters of the be
Knight of the Tower made for
book has C x/ij#j, or 144 chaptersy@ach with its own title, I've only
(ton prints them there, too.
ranslation of The Book of
the Knight of the
Compared to Cakton’s prologue, it has a more literds
tone. Unljk€ Caxton, who needed to sell this book to m
Geoffey's living came from his birth into the landed ariste

. acy: He
wrote with only his daughters, not profit making, in mind.

Blame, Shame, and Defame — Sir Geotfrey’s
Prologue

Here begynneth the book whiche the knyght of the tourc made.
And speketh of many fayre ensamples and thensygnementys and
techyng of his doughters
(Here begins the book which the Knight of the Tower made. It
contains many fair cxamples to teach his daughters)
Prologue

In the year of our Lord 1371, at the end of April, I sat in a garden
under a shadow, all mourning and pensive. But I rejoiced a little in the
music of the wild birds, who sang in their own language —the black-
bird, the song thrush, the throstle and the nightingale, who were
happy and joyful. This sweet song gave me spirit and made my heart
enjoy everything, so that T started to remember the times that passed
during my youth. Then love held me fiemly in his great service so that
for hours T would be glad and happy, and many other times full of sor-
row, like many a lover. But [ have been compensated for my sufferings,
since the fair and good lady has been given to me —she who knows
everything about honor, goodness, and conduct, The beautiful lady
scemed to me the Hower of all that’s good. T delighted in her so much
that I madc songs and lays, roundcls, hallads, virclays, and new songs in
the best way I knew how. But death, who spares no one, has taken her,
and [ have suffered sorrow and heaviness for more than twenty years,
The heart of a true lover shall in no time nor day forget love, but will
remember it forever,
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32 ew  The Book of the Knight of the Tower

And then, while Twas pensive, Tsaw my daughrers coming y towards
me. I wanted them to turn to honor above all other things, for they are
young and small and lacking wisdom and reason, And therefore thcv
ought to be taught and courtcously chastised by good examples, as did
a queen—a queen of Hungary, T think—who fairly and sweetly chas-
tised her own daughters and taught them (it’s told in a book she wrate).

When I saw my own daughters coming toward me, | thought about
when T was young and rode with my fellow soldicrs in Poitou and in
other places. I remembered the things the soldiers said about their
cncounters with ladics and damsels, whosc love they asked for. If one
fady wouldn’t listen to their prayer, another soldier would ask for her
love without cven waiting. And the men didn’t care what answer the
ladies gave them, because they had ncither fear nor shame, being so
hardened and accustomed to acting this way. They spoke well, using
finc languagce to deccive the ladies and damscls. Thcv brought them
news, sometimes true, sometimes lics. Because of thcm many ladics
were dishonored —and all for no cause or reason.

In all the world there is no greater treason than to deceive gentle-
women or to cause them dishonor. Yet many gentlewomen have been
deccived by the great oaths the men use and so [ often argued with
them, saying, “You over-false men, how may the gods allow you to live
when you forswear yoursclves and hold no faith?” But none of them
amended their ways.

1 fear that some men are still like this now. Therefore 1 concluded
that [ would have a little book made wherein I would have written the
lives, manners, and deeds of reputable women who arc honored for
their virtues and bounty. After their deaths they will be renowned and
praised until the end of the world, and people will take good example
of them. By way of contrast I would have included in the book the
vices and w mn@,clomgs of evil women so that the evils they are guilty of
may be avoided by those who might crr but who are not yet blamed,
shamed, and defamed.

I thought about my beloved daughters, who scemed so young and
small, and I wanted to make them a little book to read so they might
learn and study and understand the good and evil that has already hap-
pened, in order to keep them from that which is yet to come. For there
arc those who laugh with you, but mock and lic about you behind your
back. It’s a hard thing to know the present world.

Thus I left the garden and found two of my priests and two clerics.
I told them T wanted to make an exemplar for my daughters to learn
from, to read and understand how they ought to govern themselves,
and to keep themscelves from evil. [ had the priests and clerics read o
me the Bible, stories of kings, chronicles of France and England, and
many other strange historics, and from them T made this book. T didn't
want it in rhyme, but in prosc in order to condensc it, and also so it
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The Prologites =0 33

would be casicr to understand. The book is tor the great love that 1
have for my daughters, whom I'love as a fathcr ought to love them. My
heart will have perfect joy if they turn to good and honor, serve and
love God, and have the love and the grace of their ncighhors and of the
world. And because, according to God and nature, cvery tather and
mother ought to teach their children in order to turn them from the
cvil way and to show them the right way both tor the salvation of their
souls and the honor of their carthly bodics, T have made two books,
one for my sons and the other for my daughters. As they read, they will
rctain some good cxample about tlecing from evil and retaining the
good. For it may happen that sometime a good example will come to
their minds when they are with others who are speaking of these things.

In his prologue, Sir Geoffrey mingles fact with fiction in conft

rays. In the opening paragraph he says he mourns a dead lady, #hich
ha led some readers to assume that his wife has died, leavingbehind
mothwgless daughters in need of advice, It may make 2 ‘ompelling
story, bug Jeanne de Rougé, the mother of Jeanne, Anpé, and Marie,
was alive ab well in 1371, when the book was begun/not dying until
some time after 1383 Then who is the dead Avoman? Perhaps
Sir Geotfrey refeisto a lad) he idealized in his yguth. Perhaps there’s
no lady at all, and he¢’s merely echoing thg/kind of literature he
knows in order to makda start—after all, shany fourteenth-century
works begin with prologudg set in springtime gardens. While birds
sing joyously, the narrator—¥ke Sir Geoffrey—suffers from love-
longing or feels melancholy overylady’s death.

However, the meeting with his«<Pughters in the second paragraph
need not have been fictional. One oRthe most common forms of
recreation for medieval ladies ahd gentlemsg was to walk in the gardens
of manor houses and castles. Full-time pgrdeners looked to the
upkeep of sweet-smelling herbs, flowering fri\t trees, and carefully
placed seats, some of tem benches made of grassy earth constructed
around small trees ®here young men and women could have the
kinds of intimate fonversations that Sir Geoffrey wdygries about his
daughters having. In one miniature painting in a manigcript of his
book (reprodu cd on the cover of this book), Sir Geoflrdy is shown
sitting on jyst such a bench, pointing his index finger at his\yife and
daughterg/s he reads to them from a scroll in his lap. A low garden

rall surgounds all four family members.®

Nof need we doubt the existence of the queen of Hungary who
wrofe a courtesy book for her daughters, the one Sir Geoffrey mentiony
in'the second paragraph of his prologue. Although it doesn't survive

[,
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40 e The Book of the Knight of the Tower

way dates were remembered to the intricacies of local politics. Xd
lways, the promise of eternal bliss and the fear of eternal damsfation
wege present, and devils were real and walked abroad.
evertheless, Sir Geoffrey’s spirituality has a certapf mercantile
qualityN le gives to God and therefore he expects gertain things in
return—prayers answered a hundredfold, he ofgén says. As befits
their statiothas his daughters, Jeanne, Anne, and Marie can also take
part in this quid pro quo arrangement: [ prgy therefore I get. What
they get, according to their father, is notjust spiritual rewards. His
fifteenth-century London counterpart,Kobert Goodwyn, had a sim-
ilar stance toward his réligion. As a mddern scholar says of a family of
London woolmerchants, “Chey togk it for granted that the deity had
a benevolent interest in their daily affairs, crediting {for example}
their opportune withdrawal of woney from Bruges bankers to divine
prompting.” Often, Sir (eoflréys stories emphasize the worldly,
material rewards prayer,can bring, ah( this emphasis would also have
appealed to Robert Goodwyn and Ms daughters, Katherine and
Elizabeth. The singérity of Sir Geoffrey'\Jevotion isn't in doubt, but
the depth of h'sé)iritual understanding 15\ despite the two priests
and two Cleri%tvho were assisting him in comypiling his book.

¢aves nothing unpunished.” Punishments are a largg part of
Sir Geoffrey’s world. Throughout The Book of the Knight of the lower,
both spiritual and worldly concerns result in gruesome punishmexgs as
well as pleasant rewards, as we see in the stories in this chapter.

Here foloweth the book of thensygnemens and techynges of the
knyght of the Toure. And first how god ought to be honoured
aboue all thynges.

(Here follow the lessons and teachings of the Knight of the Tower. And
first, how God must be honored above all things.)

It’s a right and noble thing to sec the old stories about our prede-
cessors which were written to give us good examples, and to instruct us
about their good deeds and how to avoid the cvil that they avoided.

My very dear daughters, T am much older than you and have scen
the world longer than you have, so I'll teach you about the world
according to my own knowledge, which isn’t large. Because of my great
love for you, I want you to turn your hearts and your thoughts to God,
to tear and serve him. Doing so will bring vou happiness and honor
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Prayer o 41

in this world as well as in that other world, for certainly all the true
happincess, honor, and all of a person’s good name comes from God and
from the grace of his holy spirit. All things happen according to his
pleasure and rule, and he returns a hundredfold all the service done to
him. Therefore, my dear daughters, it is good to serve such a Lord.

s<nsistence that his age and experience make him-uch more
knowledgeabtethan his daughters, Sir Geoffrey sounds like a modern
father. But he seemsteundercut his ownetaims to authority with the
same kind of traditional miedieval modesty formula that Caxton uses
in his Prologue when, in the same sentence, he says his knowledge
isn’t large. IHe doesn’tnecessarily thirksghat, but it was what you said
in the Middle Ages. Besides, compared to>od, humans and human
knmﬂcclgé'ivere minuscule, and humans neededtq acknowledge that
intheir daily prayers.

How the matyns and houres ought to be said
(How matins and hours ought to be said)

Because the first work that man and woman must do is to adore and
worship our Lord and to say his service, as soon as you wake up you
ought to acknowledge him as your Lord and maker and remember that
you arc his creature. Say your matins, hours, and prayers, and give
thanks and praisc him. Thosc who arc in holy orders should say laudate
dominum omnes gentes Benedicamus patrem et filium cum sancto spiritu, or
something similar which praises God. It is better to thank and bless
our Lord God than to ask him for things. The requesting, the demand-
ing, and the giving of rewards and praisc is the office of the angels, who
always give thanks, honor, and praise to God. We should thank God
instcad of asking things of him because he knows better than we do
what is good for a man or woman.

Before going to sleep, we ought to pray for those who are dead.
Also, we should pray for thosc who pray for dead men. And don't forget
the blessed and sweet Virgin Mary, who prays for us night and day.
Commend yourself to the holy saints of heaven, and when that is donc,
then you may go to sleep.

It may appear from the Knight's advice that his oli?bw@lters,
eanne and Anne, spent a great deal of their time prayiag. This would
»wexample, spent the
art of their day in prayer. FO/]‘ID{«PH_." they participated in ser-

i e canonical hours of matins, prime,
57and compline, and at other times they
devotions. Some of them might have other

terce, sext, nonecs
might engage in
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48 ew  The Book of the Knight of the Tower

How we ought to praye for them that ben dede
(How we ought to pray for those who are dead)

Similarly, there was once a damsel whom a great lord spied upon,
He wanted to have her in order to accomplish his foul pleasure and
delight, bur the damscl hid hersclf for fear of him and said vigils tor
dead men. When the lord found her, it scemed to him that he saw
more than ten thousand buricd prisoners protecting her. He ranin ter-
ror and sent her word that he would leave her alone. Atterwards, he
asked herwho that great company of people was who was with her. She
told him she knew nothing about it, except that when he pursucd her,
she had said the vigil for the dead. Then the lord knew it was the dead
who protected her—and this is a good example to always pray for those
who have departed from this world.

In the medieval West, death was much more a part of life than it is
in developed countries nowadays. The Black Death ravaged Europg
in 1348—50, while Sir Geoffrey was a young man, and during his life-
e, recurring epidemics reduced Europe’s population by almédst a
thirdh Giovanni Boccaccio describes the horrors of the pestilénce in
- in the beginning of his Decameron. Attributing the isease to
stars or God's punishment, Boccaccio tells of ghe egg-sized
cople’s armpits and groins and the blagk’spots on their
bodies that sighaled almost certain death by the thifd day. Even more
terrifying than the pestilence itself was the way people responded
to it, abandoning néighbors, spouses, and eyeh their own children to
save themselves. No fineral processions ge€ompanied the dead to the
churchyard for burial; in Tagt, people oféén died on the streets or alone
in their houses, their boc
stink. There were so many bedi
dreds of them, of all social cladses, in huge trenches “like a ship’s
cargo.” Boccaccio says thatGver ayundred thousand people died in
Florence alone, leaving gmpty the walaces and homes that noble
ladies and gentlemen afid their servanty had formerly filled."" Even
Laura, the woman/who inspired the \[lorentine poct laurcate
Francesco Petrarclto write his love sonnets,Xhe Canzondere, fell victim
to the Black Dedth that Boccaccio describes.

Some fornyol plague struck England and the how Countries in the
late fifteenth century. The Goodwyn family woultkhave left London
for theipCountry estate in Essex to protect themselvyg and sent their
servanfs into London to conduct business. Alice Gondwyn would
worried about her sons, Richard, who was in Calais, aad John, at
xford, and they might have written letters in which they mdgtioned
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Raising Children  #% 103

out of her own, as she headed for the stairs. We can picture her
stopping to look down at her still-sleeping daughters, perhaps
spnoothing a tendril of brown hair out of Anne’s face, before assuming
Juties of running the household. The girls probably went with her
iing Mass and saw her at meals. On most days, they wou
her when the ladies gathered for needlework and ¢

their mother would have listened to them reciting the prayers a nurse
had taught themve Maria and Paternoster—and.she might have
helped them memori2ea favorite prayer of hers] or shown them a
miniature she liked to medjtate on in her boek of hours.

"The girls would have seemtheir father/much less frequently since
he was often away at war. Even vlu:n/ﬁlc was home, he would have
been busy with the business of beifig a wealthy landowner: talking to
his estate managers, entertail_},i-n/{_i, visithqg noblemen, making sure his
sergeants were keeping hismien-at-arms i fighting trim. Butat meals
he might see his (l&lugll.-l/éf‘ﬁ‘ and during tinlsy of recreation, such as
the garden encountet he mentions in his prologue, when his daugh-
ters came waiki/:;g’tmwnd him.

Sir Geoffre§ doesn’t mention young children oft
short treaphent of the subject gives the lie to Aries anchis followers
by indiedting that he thinks of childhood as a separate stag oflife. As
s rt:l,l:t"é/n the case, the focus of his stories about children is apprgpriate
Chiristian behavior. For example, within a chapter about

_/Valyaunt lady Rebecca the wyf of ysaac,” the Knight includes a story
about an unnamed couple who, like Rebecca and lsaac, were long
unable to have children.

wn, but even his

Because they prayed for it, God sent them a handsome boy, and shortly
after that, another son who was ugly and lame. Truly, they should have
given their first child to the Church; but when they saw how deformed
their second son was, they decided to send him instead, keeping the Hrse
son to be their heir. This angered God so much that he took both sons
from them, and they lived in sorrow, never having any other children.

You should never make God any promises you can't keep, and never
mock God the way this couple did. Nor should people take their chil-
dren away from the monastery once they have been given to it, which
[ have scen happen many times.

I have also scen with my own cyes people being taken from abbeys
for the sake of the lands and possessions they would inherit when their
relatives died. None of those who were removed from the monasterices
ever lived peaccably—in the end they all came to naught. This is true
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104 #0  The Book of the Knight of the Tower

of women as well: T didn't know a single one who was taken from a
monastery who didn’t have an cvil end. They were defamed and
dishonored and died in childbirth, or ¢lse had some other bad end to
their lives. You can sce from this that men shouldn’t take from God
that which is his.

Both younger boys who wouldn’t inherit and girls who weren't to be
married might be promised to the church for life, whether or not they
were particularly religiously inclined. But you had to be wea
slace your child in a monastery or convent, so only the 10bility,

pPerhaps one percent of the population, usually gave any of their
chilren to the church. It was a convenient place tg/leave weak,

handisapped, or illegitimate children, and church offigals sometimes
complaihed about the custom® even as they benefited from the wealth
that accompanied the child. A girl was required to pring a dowry to the
convent, one NOt quite as large as she would have brought with her to
a marriage, whedsas boys’ families usually gavefome kind of gift to the
monastery. This meant that generally only/noble girls entered con-
vents, but a few boys Wight also come fropi lower classes (particularly
the boys who joined lessprestigious orders). Some noble girls who
would eventually marry wek¢ sent to gbnvents to be educated instead
of being brought up by tutorsynd gévernesses at home.

In the next story we see that dparing the rod was hardly considered
a proper way to raise a child. Afthdy gh the story’s purpose is to warn
parents against cursing their chiltheen to the devil, Sir Geoftrey
compares cursing to beatipg and advodqtes the latter. Boys were rou-
tinely whipped and beagén when they were bad or when they didn’t
learn their lessons at school. Some writers, such as Anselm of
Canterbury, spoke oft against corporal punishment, and in doing so,
they indicate how/Common the practice was. Girls were also beaten,
although probally less often; after all, the wNgers who mention
whippings ar¢/usually discussing them in the dgntext of formal
education, add girls received far less formal educaxion than boys.
Christine dfe Pizan tells princesses that they should sypervise their
children’ydiscipline, but she doesn’t specify what kind of punish-
ments they should receive. The wise lady will correct heg children
“severely herself if they misbehave,” she writes,” but she goe\into no
furgher details, the way Sir Geoffrey does below.
I1e begins with Jacob and Leah who—he says—never cursedtheir
ons when they were bad, instead finding other ways to punish thag,
including beating them. For, Sir Geoffrey writes, it's better to beat
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seurse them once—as the next

m\_\\%‘q_
your children a hm'red\tinws th:
part of his story shows. -

—

How the faders and moders ought to praye for theyr children
(How fathers and mothers ought to pray tor their children)

Cursing your children brings about perils, like it did to a woman and
her husband whe were both casily angered and always brawling with
cach other, Once their son did something wrong, and both his mother
and father cursed him bitterly. Angrily, the child answered them fool-
ishly. This filled the parents with wrath, and they cursed him to the
devil. The Fiend came and, scizing the boy by onc hand, lifted him
from the ground. Wherever he rouched the child, firc sprang out—and
thus his hand was destroyed. Because of this, he was in peril all his life.
Keep this example in your memory and sce by it that there is great
danger in cursing your children and wishing them any cvil, and even
greater peril in giving them to the devil out of anger.

The devil 157
Indeed, in a story the-fourteenth-century English preacficr Robert
Manning of Brunne tells, when a mother cursesfier daughter for not
being ready with her clothing aft she-tiathes, the devil snatches the
daughter away to his infernal Jregit'ins."

Parents had to be_caréful in other way
celebration nvg_;;.&l‘(ﬂ;irth of ason in the next ston
for the p_;u'mi'té and reminds readers to be moderate, ¢Ve
It wotld have been far better had the parents in this story ce
through prayers and Masses rather than with feasts and jousts.

as well. The excessive
urns into tragedy
in their joy.
brated

How men ought to sette and put theyr children in the wylle of god
(How men ought to entrust their children to the will of God)

I want you to know about a queen of Cyprus who was too old to
have children, Nevertheless, because her husband was so sood, at his
prayer Giod gave them a son. To cclebrate their immense joy, they put
on a feast and a joust, and sent for all the great lords and ladies of the
land, The feast was nobly and richly held, and nothing was lacking;
there was plenty of silk and cloth of gold, and the palace resounded
with music. The jousting and the tourncying was fair to see, the knights
running at cach other like they were in a battle. What pleasure and joy
there were, But all this displeased God, and by his providence and will,
the child died. When his death was known throughout the court, the
jov and mirth turned into great sadness and sorcow Everyone lete,
going sorrowfully to their own homes, And thus men ought not to
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