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harp criticism in the recent past for the racist and

Disney movies have come under s
s depicted in the Aladdin Film released in

sexist stereotypes related to the Arabian people a

d Ron Clements. It is mainly built

the year 1992. The film was directed by John Mucker an

upon the Arab-style folktale Aladdin and the Magic Lamp from One Thousand and One

Nights. It portrays Arabs in a bad way and heavily focuses on several stereotypes like the
objectification of women and arabs being violent in nature which paint the Arab people as

d people. This review will focus on the various stereotypes regarding Middle East culture

and the real life experiences associated with the depicted stereotypes.

The film opens with a song that insinuates that the city of Aghrabah (meaning “very

) is barbaric. There is a lot of violence with the main character Aladdin
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also show the unreasonable amount of violence

6/% being beaten severely. Several other scenes al:
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OU‘/L despite being a love story. This in today worlds has been witnessed with the stereotype that

Arab people are violent. It has led to racial profiling and fear from other people and i some

instances, Arab people beingdranded as a terrorist group.

The other thing evident from the movie that makes the Arab culture look bad is the
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l Arab culture
ture. It 1s very common to hear people question how women
are treated > Arab ¢ e WI
Cmn the Arab culture with an already formed opinion about the same / o
There is ¢ ; arri i
cre is also the issue of arranged marriage and women's rights. The film depicts the
woinen as mere objects that are only meant to be seen and not to be heard. Princess Jasmine

does not have any choice regarding her marriage partner. Even she is not allowed to have any
is contrary to the actual facts in the modern world. It is sad that the movic

mind of children who see Arabs as very bad people that are mean

1S

friends. Th

creates impressions in the

to WOomen.

lere is another stereotyp€ evident in the movie that of injustice in the Arab

Then
e barbaric nature of Arabians living in the city of

nations and failed judicial systems.Th
ands of thieves as a mode of punishment.

Aghrabah is shown by the practice of cutting the h
and of princess Jasmin¢ woman almost

The movie contdins a scene that nearly shows the h

being cut off for helping a needy child. The lyrics in the opening song were quite offensive
and categorically stated that in the city; they would cut off your ears if they do not like your
face. This depicts Arabs as real bad people. Aladdin is sentenced and a punishment of being
ntation whatsoever. This concept has in very many

beheaded given without any trial or represc

o the mainstream media without any factual evidence from the

instances found its way t

ground.
g conditions. The issue of poverty and street

There is also the issue of deplorable livin
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¢ Last live in deplorable conditions. Such kind of misconceptions goes 4 long way into
influencing the thinking of people right from childhood. (One case In point 1s after the 9]
bombing where Muslims and Middle Fas people were treated with contempt and even in
Some instances treated with contempt

and cven in some instances attacked and branded a

terrorist. Then there are the recent regul

ations in the USA laws where people from several

Middle East countries have been prevented from entering the country despite having vahid

documents, jobs, and families within the country. [ have on several occasions been tahen

through more thorough screcning and questioning at the Airports compared to other peuple

When stereotypes are toleraied in both mamstream and social media platformes o
actually forms a basis of propagating untrue issues about particular persons or thisgs in hie

As some once said there only two types of people. good people and bad people, this applics

to any population and not a certain race.
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