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city where deviant norms and values, impoverished lifestyles, unemployment, cultural
conflict—all the elements of social disorganization—perpetuate criminal behavior.

Shaw and McKay laid the foundation for the development of social disorganization
theory in a theoretical movement that spanned over seven decades of research. We turn
now to a brief look at the legacy of the Chicago School in the field of environmental

criminology.

Environmental Criminology

Are certain places more prone to criminal activity than others? If so, what s it about these
places that make them crime magnets? These questions are the subject of contemporary
criminological research, which draws a link between criminal behavior and the geographic
Jocation and physical features of specific neighborhoods."” (See Connecting Research to
Practice for a study of crime, disorder, and the impact of collective efficacy.)

Crime, Disorder, and
Collective Efficacy

Durin

i : n's ¥ contribusin:

i}?ii_ i ctivity;y Environmental criminologists analyze the immediate context
“]:lt in which criminal behavior. occurs in order to understand how environmental vari-
ables, potential offenders, and targeted victims interact. Within this approach, there are
three basic premises:** E

Cru.mnal behavior is significantly influenced by the immediate nature of the
environment in which it occurs. '
Thﬁ: distribution and pattern of criminal activity is not random but vary according
to time, place,zand situation. Certain times, places, and situations facilitate criminal
opportunities.?? o
U . ) . ,

fldc.erstandmg the role of environmental variables in the pattern and distribution of

criminal activity is essential to controlling and preventing crime.

diso;:;i:::islc Prﬁlsisi be(lilind the study of crime and environmental variables is that

able taroes foilﬂg. OL oods send a message to .woulid—be criminals that this is a vulner-

ate invoglved i crime jcaus.e'weézias a community, e‘lther do not care, are afraid, or also

5 predicn b Ill _(l:{rli‘.rﬁn dac{t:lwty.. .Researchers have 1de.ntiﬁed five components that help

- ot f ikelihood of a criminal event—space, time, the offender, the victim, and
ol (Table 8.2).
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