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Martin Luther developed the notion that the bible was more important than the institution

of church. This is when his rebellion to the church began, he delivered a 95 pages document to
the Wittenburg Cathedral which contained th%e areas which he thought the church ought to have

changed. AN
In Ericson’s view this was not a genuine rebellion. Erickson asserts that I Martin Luther

wanted to genuinely reform the church his efforts could have been seen at a younger age. In his

view Erickson believes that rebellion starts at youthful age and not at the age which Martin

Luther started rebelling.

Erickson likens these events to the earlier life of Martin Luther; he observes that this
behavior to rebel against the church was similar to the behavior in earlier life where he rebelled

against his father. He suggested that martin Luther was never rebellious at all, but was just
reactionary. Erickson does not view martin Luther as a person who reformed the church by the

use of his theological position but rather as a person who convinced people as way of working

out his identity crisis and his own demons.
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Some of Erickson views are true regarding Martin Luther. The rebellion age is a
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Cyonsistence concept even in today world. It also good to note that had Martin Luther not rebelled
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/yb s ather) e could not have reached the levels he went to. This is consistent to Erickson’s
view to some extent; however, Erickson’s argument might lead to someone thinking that had
martin Luther listened to his father and gone on with his law degree and later joined the church

his journey could have been different. The urge to fight the bad vices in the church does not

begin from his rebelling against his father but because he had the passion in him.

The view that martin Luther was reactionary is also not true. There was no way for
Martin Luther to start rebelling against church if he did not know about the church practices. It is
almost impossible for one to challenge people who are authorities in a given subject without the

same knowledge or some superior knowledge. Therefore, martin Luther had to acquire the

ledge so as determine what was right or wrong.
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questioned the authorities on the conformity to the bible but no one stood up to challenge the

church leaders.

On the point on identity crisis, there are very many things that can explain the actions of

martin Luther. At the age of 20, this is the age at which one starts making decisions regarding his

career path
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law degree was probably the choice of Martin Luther king. However as he grew
Martin Luther discovered that his passion was somewhere else and took the best course of action.

To say that martin Luther had identity crisis is like saying that all his followers among them

great scholars hadfdentlty crisis. The later life of Martin Luther did not justify Erickson’s claim
on

that martin Luther king ha(f]\identity crisis. He went on to do great things and there was no
A
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ﬁ\However some things in Martin Luther’s life did V{suggest some abnormal behavior

which Erickson relied on to make his case on
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