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LO2 Discuss the Activities
Involved in the Patrol
Function

When we think of the
police, our first image is
that of a man or woman in
uniform driving a police
car, at rapid speeds with
lights and siren, to the
scene of a crime or an
accident. We also may
think of the uniformed
officer on foot patrol
(“walking a beat”) in a
downtown business area moving a drunk and disorderly
citizen away from a group of shoppers. (Foot patrol is
a method of deploying police officers that gives them
responsibility for all policing activity by requiring them

foot patrol

Police officers walk a beat or
assigned area rather than patrol in a
motor vehicle.

Kansas City patrol study
The first study conducted to test
the effectiveness of random routine
patrol.

Log onto www.cengagebrain.com
to practice your vocabulary with
flash cards and more.

to walk around a defined geographic area.) We may

think of a police officer on horseback or on a motorcycle.
All these officers have one thing in common: they are
patrol officers.

Since the time of Sir Robert Peel (the promoter
of the first organized, paid, uniformed police force in
London in 1829), patrol has been the most important
and visible part of police work to the public. Peel’s major
innovation and contribution to society was the idea of a
continuous police presence throughout a community that
is organized and delivered by means of regular patrol
over a fixed beat by uniformed officers. Patrol is the
essence of policing.

Activities of the Patrol
Officer

Patrol is known as the foundation of the police depart-
ment. Patrol officers are the uniformed officers who
respond to calls for service, emergencies, and all sorts of
disturbances that occur. They are the most visible arm of
the criminal justice system as well as the gatekeepers to
that system.

The patrol function has changed little since 1829 and
has three main goals:

@ The deterrence of crime

® The maintenance of a feeling of public security

®  Twenty-four-hour availability for service to the
public

Traditionally, the primary services provided by the
patrol function include activities that involve both enforc-
ing the law and serving the public.

124 T 8 Police Operations

ACTIVITIES OF A

PATROL OFFICER:

» Enforcing laws

» Deterring crime

» Maintaining order

» Keeping the peace

» Enforcing tratfic laws

» Keeping traffic flowing
» Investigating accidents

» Conducting preliminary
investigations

» Responding to calls for
assistance

» Assisting vulnerable
populations

LO3 Describe the
Findings of the Kansas
City Patrol Study

Random routine patrol, otherwise known as preventive
patrol, involves a police officer driving around and within
a community when he or she is not on an assignment from
the radio dispatcher or a supervisor. Tradition has held
that random routine patrol creates a sense of omnipres-
ence and deters crime because a criminal will not chance
committing a crime if a police officer might be just
around the corner. Random routine patrol was believed to
enable police officers to catch criminals in the act of com-
mitting their crimes. Just how effective is random routine
patrol? The Kansas City patrol study was the first attempt
to actually test the effectiveness of random routine patrol.

The Kansas City Study in
Brief

During 1972 and 1973, the Kansas City (Missouri) Police
Department, under the leadership of Police Chief Clarence
Kelly (who later became the director of the FBI) and with the
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