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Take a genre of music—such as pop,
country, hip-hop, dassical, jazz, or
rock—and write down some:
common characteristics about
artists who perform in that
category. This will be your schema
for artists who perform in this
particular music genre. Now select a
specific artist or band from that
genre. Using Internet research,
‘write down some characteristics
about this artist or band that both
support and undermine your
schema. Does this new information
change your initial impression or
apprediation for this specific artist,
band, or musical genre in any way?
Why or why not?
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Embracing Art - CHAPTER 9: THINKING ABOUT ART

Visit the following page from the Bloomberg Business Web site to view Roy Lichtenstein’s Masterpiece (1962): http://www.bloomberg.com/slideshow/20

The Process of Art Criticism

Although there are various art critics, art theories, personal agendas, and styles of critique (which you will see when aesthetics are discussed), focus for now on a standard, four-part approach used by most art critics. It involves
the use of description, analysis, interpretation, and evaluation.

Description

The first step to critiquing a work of art is to accurately study and describe it. Focus first on the objective qualities of the work, including the name of the artist, the title and date of the artwork, the medium used, the size of the
artwork, and other specific information that may be provided, such as historical background or context. Next, describe what you see in the artwork. Does it use traditional or nontraditional media? Is it realistic, abstract, or

expressionistic? Does it make use of three-dimensional perspective? Does it focus on a flat picture plane or surface? Is it static or kinetic? What's the subject matter? Is it a still life, a landscape, or a figurative work? If it is a
recognizable image, can you describe what is happening? What kinds of
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“The more that you can describe about an artwork, the easier i

will be to analyze and critique.

colors, shapes, lines, lighting, or other compositional elements are used? Does this particular artwork resemble a specific style or movement of art with which you're familiar? Is it similar or dissimilar to other artwork in its
environment? The more that you can describe about an artwork, the easier it will be to analyze and critique.

In this initial step, it’s important to be as objective as possible. For example, rather than saying, “It’s a sloppily painted work with poor color choices,” you may want to say, “The artist uses an expressive, painterly style with

contrasting orange and lime green colors.” The goal is to provide as many unbiased facts about the artwork as you can—that is, information that any viewer can readily confirm—without yet making any subjective judgments
about the artwork.

The second step to critiquing a work of art is to analyze its compositional structure and component parts. How do the various elements within the artwork relate to each other? Does the artist appear to focus primarily on the use of line and shapes or on color and
texture? Does the composition appear balanced or unbalanced? Does everything look intentional, or are there parts that appear random or unplanned? Is it large and imposing or small and restrained? Is there one unified style used throughout or a collection of various

styles or motifs? What elements seem most predominant? Is the artwork designed to be primarily viewed, touched, or heard? Is the artwork designed to interact with its environment, or does it exist independently of its surroundings? The more elements you can
compare and contrast, the more thorough your analysis of the compositional structure will be.

Interpretation

Once you've developed a fairly complete list of objective characteristics, the third step is to interpret the overall meaning and purpose of the artwork. The easiest way to begin is to describe how the various qualities of the artwork affect you personally. For example,
what is the overall mood of the work? Is the subject matter happy or sad? Does the overall sensation feel pleasant, soothing, detached, upsetting, o puzzling? Are the brushstrokes, lines, or shapes orderly, or haphazard and jarring? What s the artst trying to
communicate? Is there an identifiable story or narrative? Are there any recognizable symbols, metaphors, or influences? Is there an obvious political or social agenda that the artist is trying to convey? What is the overall meaning of the work? Describe as many
subjective feelings or impressions about the artwork as you can, carefully keeping your individual beliefs separate from your objective descriptions.

“Judging whether or not an artwork is a ‘masterpiece’ is largely a matter of opinion.” L
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