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PART 2 Writing Arguments

A Letter to Jim

(A Rogerian Argument)
REBEKAH TAYLOR {STUDENT)

Dear Jim,

I decided to wtite you a letter today because 1 miss our long talks. Now that I have
transferred colleges, we haven’t had nearly enough heated discussions to satisfy either of
us. [ am writing now to again take up one cf the issues we vehemently disagreed on in the
past—meat-based diets,

Jim, I do understand how your view that eating meat is normal differs from mine, In
your family, you learned that humans eat animals, and this view was reinforced in school
where the idea of the food pyramid based on meat protein was taught and where most chil-
dren had not even heard of vegetarian options. Also, your religious beliefs taught that God
intended humans to have ultimate dominion over all animals. For humans, eating meat is
part of a planned cycle of nature. In short, you were raised in a family and community that
accepted meat-based diets as normal, healthy, and ethically justifiable whereas 1 was
raised in a family that cared very deeply for animals and attended a church that frequently
entertained a vegan as a guest speaker.

Let me now briefly reiterate for you my own basic beliefs about eating animals. As |
have shared with you, my personal health is important to me, and 1, along with other
vegetarians and vegans, believe that a vegetarfan diet is much more healthy than a meat
diet. But my primary motivation is my deep respect for animals. T have always felt an
overpowering sense of compassion for animals and forceful sorrow and regret for the
injuries that humans inflict upon them, | detest suffering, especially when it is forced
upon creatures that cannot speak out against it. These deep feelings led me to become a
vegetarian at the age of 5. While lying in bed one night, I looked up at the poster of a
silky-white harbor seal that had always hung on my wall. As I looked at the face of that
seal, T made a connection between that precious animal on my wall and the animals that
had been killed for the food I ate every day. In the dim glow of my Strawberry Shortcake
night light, I promised those large, dark seal eyes that T would never eat animals again,
Seventeen years have passed now and that promise still holds true. Every day 1 feel more
dedicated fo the cause of animal rights around the world,

I know very well that my personal convictions are not the same as yours, However,
I believe that we might possibly agree on more aspects of this issue than we realize.
Although we would not be considered by others as allies on the issue of eating meat, we do
share a common enemy——factory farms. Although you eat animal products and I do not,
we both share a basic common value that is threatened by today’s factory farms, We both
disapprove of the unnecessary suffering of animals.

Though we might disagree on the morality of using animals for food at all, we do agree
that such animals should not be made to suffer. Yet at factory farms, billions of animals
across the world are born, live, and die in horribly cramped, dark, and foul-smelling barns.
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CHAPTER 7 Responding to Objections and Alternative Views

None of these animals knows the feeling of fresh air, or of warm, blessed sunlight on their
backs. Most do not move out of their tight, uncomfortable pens until the day that they are
to be slaughtered. At these factory farms, animals are processed as if they were inanimate
objects, with no regard for the fact that they do feel fear and pain.

It is because of our shared opposition to animal suffering that 1 ask you to consider
making an effort to buy meat from small, independent local farmers, 1 am told by filends
that all supermarkets offer such meat options, This would be an easy and effective way to
fight factory farms, I know that Lcould never convince you to stop eating meat, and T will
never try to force my beliefs on you. As your friend, I am grateful simply to be able to
wiite 10 you so candidly about my beliefs. I trust that regardless of what your ultimate
reaction is to this letter, you will thoughtfully consider what 1 have written, as T will
thoughtfully consider what you write in return,

Sincerely,
Rebekah

For additional writing, reading, and research IeSoLIrces, go to
www.mycomplab.com
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