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Mexic ans: Pion eers o ]L' aD iﬁ”er ent Ty : 'ﬁ?i«h -its population. F these cond_itions do not chas}ge, Mexico willi re-

ericans need {o pay more aftention to our southern neighbor
what is happening in, say, Israel or Palestine, in Ireland or in the
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The whole yace of Mexicans hére is becoming a uselesy com-
modity, becoming cheap, dog [cheap. Eleven Mexicans, it is
stated, have been found along the Nueces in a hung up condi- .
tion.

TABLE 3

—Galveston Weekly News, TOP SOURCES OF LEGAL IMMIGRATION TO
1855 THE UNITED STATES BY COUNTRY
FISCAL YEARS 1820-1996"
| All Countries 63,140,227
Germany 7,142,393
: Mexich 5,542,625
he Mexican diaspora is at the cbre of our country’s Latino hetiti Ttaly i 5427298
Not only are two of every thiiee Latinos in the United Stateg United Kingdom 5,225,701
Mexican origin, but only Mexigans cag, claim to be both early frefand 4778459
tlers on U8, soil and the largest group of new arrivals. So many Mexic o 23,066
have come since 1820 that they arg now the second-largest immigr Austria-Hungary 4360723

nationality in our history. No Hispdnic group has contributed more
the nation’s prosperity than Mexicdns, yet none makes white Ameri¢
n1ore uneasy about the future. :

Most troubling are the descendanis of the Mexican pioneers, for o
you admit Mexicans’ long history on 'U.S. soil, you must necessarily
cept Hispanic culture and the Spanish language as integral componen
of our own national saga.

Mexicans, in fact, have lived “here? sidce before there was a Mexico
a United States. And they have beer} immigrating to this country almo;
from its inception. Since 1820; when the federal government start
keeping immigration records, only ope other country, Germany, has s¢
moré immigrants o our shores.

Whether or not Mexican immigration continues to surpass all oth
as it has in recent decades, depends Jlargely on what happens below
Rio Grande. We often forget that Mexico is the most populous Spani
speaking country in the world. It hjs 95 million residents, a high bi
rate, and desperate poverty. A distubbing portion of its national wealt
flows outside its borders each day 4nd into the pockets of Wall Str
shareholders. So much of ‘that wealth bas been sjphoned off in 1ecen

can Americans, meanwhile, face a frustrating identity pl'(?blﬁl'.n
té that of Puekto Ricans They are both native-born and immi-

pam He settled iri the isolated northeastern town of Mouterrey,
it'i§ now noitheastern Mexico, and by 1660 he owned one of six
i the town. His grandson, Blas Canales, was born in 1675 in Cer-
t north of Monterrey. Both towns had been founded by Chris-
Jews trying to escape the Spanish Inquisition and had become
iuﬁg mmmg centers on. the northern fronmer 2
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region above Tampico all the way up to the Nueces River. The territory

was then home to the Lipan Apadhes in fhe west, Comanches in the

north, the Coahuiltecans along the Rio Bravo, and the Karankawas

along the Gulf Coast?
After some initial exploration, B

hundred eriollo, mestizo, and Indid

candon set out in 1749 with several
n families from central Mexico, ail
drawn by promises of free land. He quickly established a string of settle-
ments stretching up the Rio Grgnde, and along the river itself he
founded the present-day cities of Camargo and Reynosa.* One of Es-
candox’s chief aides was Captain Bles de la Garza Falcon,a Canales fam-
ily member by marriage.® _

Over the next few years, Escandon treturned to start several more set-
tlements, the last of which was the town of Laredo in 1755, thus capping
one of the most successful colonizing ventures in the New World .S Alto-
gether, the young captain is credit 4 with establishing twenty towns and
eighteen missions in iess than ten jyears, all but one of which still exist.
The missions he founded logged three thousand Indian converts in their
first few years, far more than the, Puritans accomplished in their first
fifty.

Pscandon called his colony Nuevo Santander. Tightly linked through
the family conuections of its original land-grant settles, and isolated
from the rest of the colonial Sparfish world by barren scrub plains and
hostile Indians on either side of t‘}ic valley, Nueva Santander became a
uniquely sélf-sufficient and selflcontained pastoral community. The
colony’s life and the commerce o its towns revolved around and were
unified by the river. The settlers used the fertile lands closest to the tiver,
for crops, and those at the edges df the river valley for livestock.” North
of the Rio Grande, an immense diy plain stretched to the Nueces River
150 miles away. Thick grass grew ear-round on that plain, and the coun-
tryside was dotted with chaparral and mesquite, ebony and huisache,

trees. The settlexs’ herds multiplied so rapidly that within two years the.

one hundred families in the towns of Camargo and Reynosa owned
thirty-six thousand head of cattle horses, and sheep.? ’

Several Canales family membets traveled with Escandon’s colonizing,

expedition. They settled first in Mier, on the southern side of the Rio
Bravo, but by the early 1800s, one of them, José Antonio Canales Salinas
secured a royal land grant on the porthern banks of the river, in present:
day Starr County, Texas. His land, which covered about ten thousang
acres, was called the Sacatosa Grant aod, later, the Buenavista Ranch
Like most of the original land grantees, the Canales family prospere
and became members of the region’s nineteenth-century elite. José An
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tonio Tiburcio Cariales, for example, was one of the original signers of
Mexico’s declaration of independence.’ '

By the 1820s, however, immigrants from the United States, Iréland,
and Germany began setiling in the region, especially farther to the
north, and the Mexicans along the Rio Bravo felt increasingly threat-
ened as the Anglosstarted to dispute their ownership of the grazing land
sputh of the Nueces. Tt was over the Nueces Strip, in fact, that President
Polk eflgi.neered the Mexican War. In early 1846, after Texas had joined
f tl.le unior, General Zachary Taylor’s army crossed into the disputed ter-
: titory, provoking a Mexican army attack.

One Canales ddscendant, General José Antonio Rosillo Canales,
. emerged a hero 011 the war, adopting guerrilla tactics against General
: "I‘aylor’s armuy with' devastatiog results, During February 1847, his band
inflicted more than 150 casualties on the Americans, who soon dubbed
im the “Chaparral Fox.” By the war's conclusion, Canales had become
o famous he was elected governor of Tamaulipas.'?

Once the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo relinquished the Nueces Strip
to the United State:s, however, the inhabitants of Nuevo Santander were
shocked to see the|very river that had bound them together for a hun-
d{ed years suddenly turned into its opposite—a dividing line between

0 hostile nations; The Anglos even changed the river's name, from Rio
Tavo to Rio Grande. Those Canales family members who lived below
e river in Mier were now under different sovereignty than those living

the BuenavistaIRanch and other small properties on the US. side.
}t,h the. new sovereignty came & host of new laws, especially for land
gistration, tax, and inheritance. The new codes were promulgated and

ifflin Kenedy, a Florida riverboat captain, arrived in the area in the
er of 1846. The army had recruited him to operate a fleet of boats
the Rio Grande. Kenedy sent for his longtime pilot, New York-born
hard King, and after the war, the two men purchased some of the
at army auction, so they could transport the swarms of prospectors
g through on their way to the California gold fields.! To secure a
POIY of the river trapsport, Kenedy and King decided to form an al-
ce: . ith Charles Stillman. The cartel they created was blessed with the
dly assistance of Brevet Major W. W. Chapman, the local army com-
or, who arranged lucrative army supply contracts for them 1?
e?inwhﬂe, farther to the north, another Anglo raucher had discov-
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ered his own way of cashing in on the fighting. H. L. Kinney, a n0torig
smuggler south of the Nueces, secur}d an appointment as a colonel &

quartermaster for Gegperal Winfield :
;ato a boomtown of two thousand pepple. After the war, Kinney founded::

the city of Corpus Christi on the sit
From the start, the Anglo settlers

an obstacle to progress, and routinel

ten it was seized at sheriffs’ sales
failure to pay taxes.

“Many [Mexicans] didn’t know how to read or write,” said Safl
Motina, a Canales family descendant who lives in Brownsville. “Il
didn’t understand their rights and tose of their grandparents. Anybg
could tell them, ‘your grandfather lost his land, sold it, and they coulaﬁfa';z '

prove otherwise.™*

~ Violence against Mexicans becanie commonplace. “The whole ra
Mexicans here is becoming a useless commodity, becoming cheap
cheap,” wrote the Corpus Christ] correspondent for the Galves
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&r cattle empires in the northern countryside. Stephen Powers, the
st Jand lawyerin the region, was their able assistant in that effort. -
foung and McJA]len, Kenedy got his start by marrying a wealthy
an. In his case! her name was Petra Vela de Vidal® The Kenedy
“La Para,” eventially stretched to 325,000 acres and employed

cott’s troops and turned his rafi

of his ranch.®

aw the Mexicans in South Texag k neh |
ig:time he died in 1885, his ranch encompassed 500,000 acres, ent-

more than five hundred people, and even contained its own town
ertrudis. ! ,
anta Gertrudis ranch house,” recalled former Texas Ranger
urham, in a chilling insight into life on the Nueces Strip, “was
k&' an army arsenal inside. In one big room there were eighty
:Henry repeating rifles and maybe a hundred boxes of shelis.
stood in the lookout tower day and night, and there was always
the ready for each of those rifles.”

enal was thefe for a reason. Many of the new land barons rus-
from one another and from the herds of the fefenos. Richard

cheated them out of their land
d auctioned for pennies an acr

P

Weekly News in 1855. “Bleven Meiicans, it is stated, have been : Lt infamous cattle thief, was said to have turned the Texas Rangers

along the Nueces, in a hung up condition. Better so than to be left

ground for the howling lobos to te

for the red peppers that burn his insides raw.” ¥ Lynching of Mexies
continued into the early 1900s, with Canales family members witngss

one as late as 1917.1¢
Whole communities were driven

Uvalde. A scant six years after Texas independence, thirteen Ang_li-)‘si B

gobbied up 1.3 million actes in “le;
ers.” Among them was Scottish i

general store in Brownsville aften the war and married Salome

member of a prominent Mexican
trol of her family’s estate. Edinbu
named after Young’s native city in
his widow married his clerk, John
and Young ranches measured 160
lowing in the footsteps of his old b

Merchants Stillman, King, and Kenedy soon joined the lah
well. Stillman. gained control of the giant Espixitu Santo Lang
buying up fraudulent squatters’ titles and outlasting the red
owners in the courts. He founded [Brownsville on-part of th
turned it into the gambling, salopn, and prostitution cents
gion.”® While Stillman concentrated on the. land atound Brg

stedmboat part}hers King and Ken

¢ in picces, and then howl the fritory eiends over entire counties,” wrote a newspapet ¢or-

for the Corpus Christi World about King in 1878, “Fifty cents

ot

from the towns of Austin, Segu s
_ “who dajed challenge the Anglo encroachment were often

A1 sales from 358 Mexican Tan andits and outlaws. The most famous “bandit” of them all,

igrant John Young, who-0pe
land-grant family, thus gainiin 20
o, seat of Texas's Hidalgo Chby
Scotland. After Young die
McAllen. By the 1890s, thé: M
000 acres, and the onetime cle:
0ss, had his own town, Mc/&

Heiflienrode into town with fifty followers, raised the Mexican flag,
éath the local jailer and four other whites who had been tesr-
anis, The town’s whites dispatched a militia and a company
ts to capture him, but Cortina raised an army of twelve
ns and routed them. He then declared a war against the

$ifrom safe havens on the Mexican side. Neither the
_nfingent of federal troops dispatched to the territory,
£d4'by Colonel Robert E. Lee, was able to capture him., Ac-
He-rustling and indicted for treason, Cortina became the

daies - .o - .
pexican Ametican in Texas. Mere rumors that he was in the

edy turned theit attention:t
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icini icked wholé towns Tije ohly respite from his attac
vcifrl?;gbpeﬂreen 1862 and 1867, wheja Cortina dectared -aﬂ"’“‘;:;c_
United States and turned his guns on the French a.xr_nY_»l*} efas ik
Mexico and installed the Austrian] archduke Max ?J:mce x:r[;P
One of Cottina’s top officers du;rmg the resistance to Fr oo of
vando Canales, a veteIan of the Ma:nc;:an—A.mt’ﬂ'iGafi1 Wéf aanles weent
serve as governor of Tamawipas. v © tod in 1875 by Piés
ician in the region uhtil he wasg ar rested in ¥ I
EZ:: ;fgiﬁligél;iaz at the request gf the United States gnd thrown
lmﬁe%i?éﬁa%is dowed but did not stop the Anglo expropriatioi 9 i
Mexican wealth. In 1850, propexty in Texas hadd})e;aréogltlf‘;t%eév%nél =
- 1 the two groups. Thiat year, accordii Y
E;Zirzz‘zgxised 324 pgercent of the workers in the stale and ownsc
percent of its wealth. Over t?w next twenty yeax
changed drastically. By 1870, teja "
_____________ _ ; + of the wealth: . L z
o possesser .Ofiﬁfeﬁ:;‘ga remained the overwhelming AJOL & f‘%l
In S‘?uth g h 4 all the large estates were in Anglo handg nset of World War I brought yet another reversal in U.S. policy
one-third of the ranclsl es;l}ano fa L ‘toward Mexican immigrants. Three months after President Roosevelt
1?00- Qunly the sma e'rcsgales who ran the family’s Buenavista ek : &d war on the Axis powers, the United States and Mexico reached
diehaxds was L?ma?od temml,ati on, Facro Salazaar, his great SO " ipteethent on a new program to import Mexican workers. As many as
Because of Luciano s ; hundred acres of the old ranch. “They had 1o T00D Mexicans a year were soon being contracted to work here. It was
stil retaEmS'tLﬂG - ’Evgolazaar a San Antonio army enginesr, recalle d>the brecero program, and it would last in one form or another un-
PmteCt-lt Wlﬂ} guEsAn ; 0Or f,ellaw who didn’t, lost it.”26 Even as th 5: While it did, it brought millions of migrants into the country for
2 1992 mterﬂefw-l dyﬂgou h. other Mexicans kept migrating into al work, and each year after the harvest a good portion of them
sands lost (he¥ ajli na mi%lic;n arrived in the region between 1900 = *4 way to stay in the country flegally. Not that most Americans
~ Southwest. More than : ntil the 1960s, few paid attention to the kuman traffic along the
19307 1 least of all the inhabitants of the atea, for whom the international
afcation line was more a fantasy of the politicians in Washington
f everyday reality3 '
“World War 11 did something else. It transformed the thinking of a
:generation of Mexican American men who served in it, just as it
Puerto Ricans. More than 375,000 Mexican Americans saw active
n the U.S. armed forces, many in critical combat roles. From Texas

* during his childhood in Brownsville, “but I only got to meet
jen I went to Qiltown high school.” %

st organized attempt to break down that segregation came in
é4i sevén Mexican organizations met in Corpus Churisti to found

n was the complete assiinilation of Mexicans and their accep-
‘ equal citizens by Anglo socjety. To accomplish that, LULAC
‘chief goal teaching Mexicans to master English.?

the Great Depression hit and unemployment surged among
L

iiiiimigrant hysteria. More than 500,000 were forcibly deported dur-

{'§

exicans were able to find safety in numbers.

¢re were no jobs, but the land took good care of us,” recalled
&s family member Santos Molina, now a San Antonio high school
t. “We planted corn and grain and watermelons, calabazos and
‘We had four or five milk cows, We hunted rabbits and deer. Goats
‘cost younbout a dollar then, so we had plenty to eat.”®

—

By the 1920s, the Rio Grande] Valley was-as segregated as a?atthe;
Szuth A:Erica’Mefdcans coraprised more thai 90 per(:;:nt gfa;lts t}?:P;lu
white Tainori £ the land ans e
i the white minority conl trolled most © !
ic;fli,;o‘i;erimelda Garza, a retired public school teacher who was b
in the town of Benavides in 1923 to GEI’V?‘:{SXO and Man e
pever met an Anglo antil she was thirteen. “Not *?[00 ma1}0y1 wk1 eet,son
» Jmelda said. “Tmet a black P
j few workers, pure rednecks, Imt?
]t;llset Er:c time when I moved t© Kingsville to teach at Herrel Elemen

1", ) - . [ .
SC?;;:I brother-in-law, Santos Molina, admits to “having seen Anglt

eithe
t

‘Battle of Bataan, as many as a quarter of the wounded were Mex-
gan-Aimerican. 3 :
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fought against. Molina enlisted
unit of the Seventh Infantry D
mandy beach on the second daj
all his men were killed or wouy
unscathed, he was severely wo
many.

When the war ended, the Me
to much of the same discrimina
this time they refused to accept it.

Manuel Garza, who served |in a field artillery unit with the

ivision, where he led a squad ont

ided that day, and while Molina s

King family ranch and one of the most racist towns in South Tex
town, the White Kitchens chai had cooks and busbays who were

cans, but they wouldn’t let the Mexicans come in to eat,” Garza rec
orm just walked in and forced the
ings Inn. It was in a neighborhood of
let us in there. When we came out ¢

“One day a bunch of us in w
serveus.The same thing with K
_Germans, Those people never
army, we started making a wh
they have more Mezican custo
Similar protests erupted th
ville’s Congressional Medal o
Lopez, was denied service at

Jle fot of noise and they let us eat.

F Honor winner, Sergeant José Me:
4 local restaurant, it touched off a

among mexicanos, Middle-clss organizations like LULAC, an

newly formed Ametican GI
records of their members and
For the first time, the Mexic
nority’s monopoly of political
ant officer in the 19508, Nerio G
angry at the Anglos’ racism b
_town’s Mexican population ag
and sewers on their side of toy
commissioner, wheie he remaj
Despite Garza’s victory in K
and San Axntonio, the cry for &

Forum, pointed with pride to th

demanded equal treatment.®

rainst the lack of paved streets and

(ingsville, and a few others in Los A

960s.
o sit on the sidewalk for speaking S

Mexicans continued into the 1
“The first time I was made {
1 was six years old,” recalled §
Manuel Garza, “I got caught
was rexicand and my next-dg
By then, the majority of stu

or neighbor.”*

in 1940 and was assigned to an airhi 1

; of the Allied invasion of France, Néai

2

mers in Kings Inn than anything els
roughout the Southwest. When Brg;

\ns even dared to challenge the Anglg,
power. While working as a Kingsville,
3arza, Manuel Garza's brother, becam
. decided to run for office. He roused

»n, and handily won his first race for ig
ined for most of the next thirty years.

! quality and respect from the generati
World War I went largely udheard, and segregationist policies aga
sandra Garza, the daughtei of Imelda 3

because 1 was speaking to the janitor. E

Hents at nearby Texas A&M were Mexi
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2
(tad

o sians. For the first time, they ran a slate that won control of the stu-

; ernment. They began calling themselves Chicanos, turning the
i word that had always been used among the poor in the Southwest
i%ikane those bora north of the Rio Grande into & badge of pride,
“Eniker became a way for young people to conmect culturally with
can homeland, in much the same way that the change from
%to “black” had affected the civil rights movement in the South.
Chicanos even started referring to the Southwest as Agztldn, the
stec historians in the Codex Ramirez (1583-1587) gave to the
ith of Mexico from which their ancestors had come. Reacting to
es of Anglo racism, they now quixotically saw Aztldn as a his-
: sland in which Mexicans would eventually become the major-
Jii: recovering their land from the white settiers.

Texas was emerging as the center of Chicano unrest. When a
ve working-class Mexican Americans won control of the Crys-
“ouncil in the Rio Grande Valley in 1963, the victory electrified
§:throughout the Southwest. Shortly afterward, a strike at La
3rms by Cesar Chavez’s United Farm Workers union stirred
fiicanos with visions of recapturing majority rule—at least in
Xas.

BN

M

L

L

. 0 u.ohthe most infiuential groups to arise during the period was the
(1235 American Youth Organization (MAYO), founded in San Anto-
illie Veldzquez, a young community organizer for the Catholic

Wy mmittee on the Spanish Speaking, and Crystal City’s José An-

Ufititez. Gutiérrez and Veldsquez, both sons of Mexican immigrants,
fid up symbolizing two trends within the new movement. Gutié-
e father fought with Pancho Villa in the Mexican revolution,
smatic college-educated radical. He proselytized throughout
Hiwest for an independent political party of Chicanos to counter
cratic and Republican parties, both of which he saw as racist.
/élazquez, whose farmily also fled Mexico during the revolution,
praguiatic. His parents had grown up in the Chicano barrio on
ot San Antonio, where his father became a meatpacking
tét returning from World War IL%* Onée of Willie’s classiatedat
llege in San Antonio was a tall, gangly Chicano natned
eros. Veldsquez was never comfortable with the more revolu-
25 of Gutiérrez. This may have been due in part t0 lis
fhication or to the influence of Congressman Henry Gonziles,
ero who paved the road to power for Megxican Americdns
instream electotal politics, or to his longtime friendship with
Whatever the reason, Gutiérrez and Veldsquez eventually

O
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parted ways. Gutiérrez went on fo found the militant Raza Uiij
while Veldsquez started the faf less confrontationsl Souths
Registration and Education Project, and turned into the fore
cate of Hispanic voting rights injthe country.

Gutiérrez’s new group, howgver, caught fire much mor
young Chicanos. It won a series ¢f election victories in 1969 in a!
small Texas towns, including Crystal City and Kingsville. In ¥
Raza Unida slate led by the party’s state chairman, Carlos Gili
aided by Chicano students fromiTexas A&M, sought to capturs
of the city council, Their slate chdllenged both the white ranch.
older generation of established tgjanos, among them Nerio G- i
of the militants regarded Garzajas too accommodating to the WhitoA
tablishment. Their attack agains{ him divided entire families, i uﬁiﬁﬁ
the Canales, and the bitterness those battles engendered remafii!
day. Sandra Garza joined the militants against her uncle Negi
Nerlo’s daughter, Diane Garza, defended him.3

“We had shitheads like that Guerra,” recalled Diane Garza,alo
administrator in the Brownsville public schools, during an ini
decades later. “Those sons of bitches were instilling ‘Burn th

~hate-thegringo,” but-yet-in-turnitheirgirifriends-were all gringasy
came here and instilled all this drop out of school bit, but theirfad
ways were not in the best interests of the town "%

‘The conflict event tumed viole

Evone

R
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thwest, as a teacher a.nd community organizer, trying to re-
7lost lands and that cultural tradition, She worked in Col-
"Corky Gonzdlez's Crusade for Justice, in northern New
Reies Lopez Tijerina’s Alianza Federal de Pueblos Libres

iance of Free Towns), then in California and Texas with labor

ales story has been repeated over and over in the Southwest
‘hicano families. It is sometimes difficult for white Americans
d how deep the roots of Mexican Americans are in that part
itry. Most whites who live in the region, after all, only arrived
g the last fifty years. At best, thejr migration story goes hack
grations, hardly comparable to that of the old Mexicans. Farm-
der Cesar Chavez’s family, for instance, rmoved to Arizona i
‘before it was a state. The family owned land there until the
ression bankrupted them and forced them to move to Cali-
igrant laborers. Lépez Tijerina, who was born in Texas in 1926,
ounted the stoxy of how his great-grandfather was killed by An-
stole-the family’s land,

any recently arrived Mexican imroigrants can usually point to
rical ties to the Southwest. In a study of the old Mexican neigh-
of Lemon Grove in San Diego, for instance, ethnographer
varez documents nearly two hundred years of a migratory cir-
ween Mexico’s Baja California and our own state of California

gasoline cang in their hands. We had to call not only the h1ghway ji!
but the Texas Rangers. They couldn’t even begin to break the crowd ol
idiots. We had locked my dad in the house. They were saying thingsslices
“‘Nerio is a coconut.’ But at gut vel everyone knew who Neno

p;tted Mexicans against one andther unnecessarily. “They though
uncle was a vendido,” recalled Sandra Garza. “But it was just the
blood not understanding the new, If you look at it now, they could'ha Ve
worked well together,”

After the Kingsville election, SLndra Garza, who never forgot her
ents’ accounts of the Canales fathily legacy, or their stories of the Iai{
the gringos had taken from them, threw herself into the ChlegifL_
movimiento, For the next decadel she moved from town to town in®

3
7
e

sae extended families of miners and farmers. Family members

wyel back and forth between the two territories in response {0
-conditions, The two Californias, Alvarez maintains, have his-
een one in geography, economics and culture. Only in the last
irs did the border become a barrier to those ties. Furthermore,

q@n family networks and solidarity were actually strengthened

;the migratory circuit as individual family members relied in-
Iy on the remittances of distant relatives for survival.38
an labor. The Mexican market. Mexican music and food. Mexi-

levision and radio. Mexican names of cities, states, rivers, and

- Anglo America continues to deny how much the social, cul-

olitical, and economic reality of the West and Soutbwest has been
d:by Mexicans. They have been part of its creation and they will
an even bigger part of its future. That undenied Mexican hentage
aunt the rest of us umtil we aceept it as our owm.
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