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Congquerors and Victims:
The Image of America Forms
(1500-1800)

We saw cues and shrines in these cities that looked ke gleam-
ing white towers and castles: a marvelous site.
—Bernal Diaz del Castillo, 1568

he arrival of European explorers to America began the most as-

tounding and far-reaching encounter between cultures in the his-

‘tory of civilization. It brought together two portions of the human
race thatuntil then kad known nothing of each other’s existence, thus es-
tablishing the basic identity of our modern world. French writer and
critic Tzvetan Todorov has called it “the discovery self makes of the
other™; while Adam Smith labeled it one of “the two greatest and most
important events recorded in the history of mankind. ™

Of the Ewropeans who settled America, those who hailed from En-
gland and Spain had the greatest impact. Both transplanted their cul-
tures over vast territories. Both created colonial empires from whose
abundance Europe rose to dominate the world. And descendants of both
eventually lannched independence wars that remade the political sys-
tems of our planet.

That common history has made Latin Americans and Anglo Ameti-
cang, Hke the Arabs and Jews of the Middle East, cousins in constant con-
flict, often hearing but not understanding each other. Most of us kaow
Little of the enormous differences between how the Spanish and English
settled America, or how those disparities led after independence to na-
ons with such radwaIIy divergent societies. For just as adults develop
ey petsonality traits in the first years of childhood, so it was with the

-0eW nations of America, their collective identities and outlooks, thejr

anguages and social customs, molded by centuries in the colonial womb.
s first chapter seeks to probe how both Latin American and Anglo
rican cultures were shaped from their colanial beginnings in the
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endence wars of the early 1800, particularly how each
in separate regions of what now makes up the United

English and Spanish settlers

views and customs they brought with them affect the

America they fashioned? What was the legacy of the settlers’ religious

beliefs, racial pol

systems of their
How were the

colonies? How ¢
uses, promote o

cies, and economic relationships? How did the colonial
smother countries influence their political traditions?
bights of individuals regarded in the two groups of
lid givergent views toward fand, its ownership and is
retard the development of their societies? To what de-

gree did the various Amerndian civilizations the Furopeans conquered
influence the settlers' own way of life?

The native poplildtion at the time of first contact

bated. Bstimat
equated or s
liog; some scho
perhaps 25 mill
milion inhabit
the Rio Grand
Jevel of uneve:
The Han and

based city-stat

WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE
has been much de-

s vary wildly, though there seems little doubt that it
ssed that of Burope. Most Hkely, it was around 60 mil-
ars place it as high as 110 million? The greatest number,
on, lived in and around the Valley of Mexico, another 6
d the Central Andes region, while the territory north of
was home to perhaps agother 10 million? A bewildering
development prevailed among these Native Americans.
poque Were still in the Stone Age, nomads foraging
bayous of the North American Gulf Coast. The slave-
s of the Aztecs, Mayag, and Incas, on the other hand, xi-
istication and splendor of Burope. The Agtec capital of

Tenochtitldn was a bustling metropolis. Meticulously designed and inge-

picusly constry

by well-guarded causeways, it contained some 250

Hernan Corté

mere 50,000 4nd that of Seville, the greatest ity in Castile,
40,000.) The Spaniards were awestruck. One of Cortés's captains, Bernal .

cted in the middle of a lake, where it was accessible only
000 inhabitants when

L first entered it. (London’s population at the time was a
barely

Diaz del Casiitlo, left a vivid description of what he and his fellow

Spaniards beh

We saw a great number of canoes, Sonie CO
others retyrning with cargo and megchandise;

one could

the other tities that weze built on water

ming with provisions and
and we saw too that
apother of that great city and

not pass from one house to
except over wooden draw-

b1d that first day from the top of the central Aztec temple:
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bridges or_by canoe, We saw . .. shrines in these cities that looked
like gleaming white towers and castles: 2 marvelous sight.
Some c-»f our soldiers who kad been in many parts of the world, in
sCous‘_;antm;)(pIe, in Rome, and all over Haly, said they had never
een a market so well laid out, so large, 50
" ge, 50 orderly, and so full of

But Aszec civilization could not compare in grandeur, archaeclogists
tell as, to its predecessor, the city-state of Teotihuacdn v;hich ﬁourisghed
for s'evera! centuries before it collapsed mysteriously 1;1 AD, 700, leavin
bei_-xmd soul-stirring pyramids and intricate murals and artifacts ,as 'cluei
to its resplendent past. Nor did the Aztecs approach the sophistication of
the Mayans, AD.‘].erica.’S Greeks, whose mathematicians and astronomers
?Irpa.ss;d a.uzir in antiquity and whose scholars invented during their
Scﬂg;?c eriod (a.D. 300 to 900) the hemisphere’s only known phonetic

?arther north, beyond the Rio Grande, hundreds of native societies
ex:st.eld when the Europeans arrived, all with their own languages and
traditions, t_hough only the Pueblos of New Mexico and thDe Iroguois
Confederation in the Northeast approached the level of civilization
reached by the natives of Meso- and South America. The Pueblos were
Elescg::n‘ded from the even larger and more advanced Anasaz, who flour-
ished in preS{?nt-day Colorado, New Mexico, and ziu‘izona’ciu:ri:a0 the
twelfth and tlnrtfeenth centuries a.1. before they, too, mysteriously dc%sap-
};cared. By the time the first Spantards arrived in the region in 1540, the

. 'u'eblos num.bered around sixteen thousand. They were living in s;nail
cities of mult}ievel adobe apartments built on high plateaus, among thern
ACOfna, Zudi, and Hopi. A peaceful, sedentary civilization the PTIGblOS
syrvwe'd of:f the ocean of barren scrubland and buttes by plzmtino exten-
s;vely in river bottoms. They practiced 2 complicated animist ;e]igion
:a ai revol‘:fed aropnd their ceremonial center, the kiva, where they
ﬁu‘,ht their young that “competitiveness, aggressivensss and the ambi-

0’}1;0 lead w‘?re . . . offensive to the supernatural powers™

Shamznhoqac{ls Co'nfederation, formed around 1570 by the Mohawk
Sl S;Of <:1:}13f3 Fliawatha, was the largest and most durable alliance of
e hmte;;ll:n lcelts ;11 North Am‘cncan history. Its influence stretched from
2k othor T a; E-l.ake Supeflor to the backwoods of Virginia, Feared by
I fz, e'Iroquoxs heca}n':e gatekeepers to the huge fur trade
iy o Thrce ]1111 t:twT competition between the English and French
A h &y lived in towns of up to several thousand rasidents in
ghouses protected by double or triple rings of stockades. So-
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v in each of the five Troquois pationz was matrilineal.
Lo the men who served as each clan’s delegates to the na-

tion’s coundl, and each nation, in turn, elected representatives to the

confederati

The Euro

n's Afty-member ruling body, the Council Fire. That council

sans who stumbled upon this kaleidoscope of Amerindian

decided all i;sues affecting the confederation by consensus.

civilizations
wardness. T
million dead
devastated 1
in the span
land that £
soared, and|
being. The 4
to in¢rease

were themselves just emerging from a long period of back-
he Black Death had swept out of Russia in 1330, leaving 25
| There followed a refentless onslaught of epidemics that so
he continent that its population declined by 60 to 75 percent
of 2 hundred years. So few peasants were left to work the
Ludal society disintegrated, the price of agricultural labor
aew classes of both rich peasants and poor nobles came into
dden labor shortage spurred technical innaovation as a way
broduction, aud that innovation, in tumm, led to the rise of fac-

sories in the cities. The social upheaval brought about a new mobility

among the

long-suffering peasantry, and with it a new aggressiveness.

Rebellions by the starving poor against their fendal Jords became more
frequent. Some even assailed the all-powerful Catholic Church, whose
bishops preached piety to the common man while surrounded by the

privileges d

£ the nobility.’

By the fifteenth century, the frequency of plagues ebbed, population

rebounded;

and the continent emerged into a dazzling era of artistic and

scientific abhievement. The first printing presses disseminated the new

knowledge

widely, through books written in scores of vernacular lan-

gusges, ending forever the monopoly of Latin and the stranglehold of
the clergy pn learning. In 1492, as Columbus launched Europe’s historic
encounter with the Amerindians, Renaissance geniuses like Fieronyraus

Bosch and

Leonardo da Vinci were at the apex of their fame; the Ger-

man masi
twenty-
glishman
and M

¢ Albrecht Dilrer, was twenty-one; Niccold Machiavelli was
; Dutchman Desiderius Frasmus was twenty-six; the En-
omas More was fourteen; Copernicus was only nineteen,
Luther a boy of eight.

The revblutions in production and in knowledge were reflected in pol-
itics as well. For the first time, strong monarchs ruled England and Spain,
kings wholwere determined to ¢reate unified nations out of fiefdoms that

had quaryi
empire.

Forenast among those monarchs were King Ferdinand of Aragénand -

lod and warted against each other since the fall of the Roman -~

Queen Isibella of Castile, who joined their twin kingdoms and finally

ousted thT, Moors in 1492 from the Kingdom of Granada, the last Arab
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stronghold in Europe. For most of the previous eight centuries, Moors
had ?ccupied the Tberian Peninsula, where they withstood ﬁcrce, but in-
termittent crusades by Christian Spaniards to reclaim their land. Those
crusades—the Spanish call them La Reconquista—had sueceeded over
the centuries in slowly shunting the Moors farther south, until only
Granada remained in Arab hands. '

Ir.anicallly, the Moorish occupation and La Reconquista prepared
Spain for its imperial role in America. The occupation turned the coun-
try and the city of Cérdaba into the Western world’s premier center for
the study of science and philosophy, while the fighting engendered a
hardened warrior ethos in the hideiges, Spain’s lower nobility. It was
those hidalgos who later xushed to fill the ranks of the conquistador
a.mn'cs.in the New World. The wars provided vital practice in coloniza-
tion, with Spanish kings gradually adopting the practice of paying their
warriors with grants from land they recovered in batile. Finally, La Re-
conguista reinforced a conviction among Spaniards that they were the
true defenders of Catholicism.

Unlike Spain, which grew monclithic through La Reconquista, En-
gland emezged from the Middle Ages bedeviled by strife among itsj own
people. The most bloody of those conflicts was the thivty-year Wars of
the Roses, which finally drew to a ¢lose in 1485 when Henry Tudor of the
House ::rf Laacaster vanquished Richard I1I of the House of York. Henry
VII quickly distinguished himself by creating a centralized government
and reliable systern of taxation, the first English monarch to do so. His
SuCcess was due in no small measurs to the prosperity of English farm-
ing, .to the flowering of English nationalism, ard to his enlightened con-
cessions to local self-governrment. Henty’s subjects proudly believed
themselves to be better off than any people in Europe, and they were
largely right, for neither the widespread class divisions nor the famine
and squalor that affiicted much of the continent during the fifteenth cen-
tL}ry <ould be found in England, Slavery, for instance, did not exist in the
Iémgdom, and English serfs already enjoyed greater Hberties than their

uropean counterparts.” The yeomanry, small farmers who corprised a

i:;gt:h middle cias§ between the gentry and the serfs, fostered economic
. £y and provided a counterweight to curb the power of the nobility.

Aztcgiz ggut:t; time, Parliament and the traditions of English common faw
e t{:. gverage cmzen.g‘reater protection from either the king or

Sot an any ot_hfar po.litlcal system in Europe.
b di\:ere t[?e cor}dmons in 1497 when Hexry, fired by news of Colum-
oy 0§;fenes, dispatched explorer John Cabot to America, Cabot
1 Newioundland and faid claim to North America for the British
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Crown, but k¢ perished in a subsequent trip before establishing a colony.
That failure, plong with the discovery of gold and silver in Mexico and
Peru a few dbcades later, permitted Spaia to catapult to the piunacle of
sixteenth-certury wotld power. Me anwhile, the English, bereft of colonies
and in¢reasingly consumed by religious and political strife at home, were
reduced to shiping at Spanish grandeur through the exploits of their pi-
rates.
‘When they finally did embark on a New World empire a century later,
the English jorought with them not just their tradition of local self-
governmentbut the vestiges of their domestic contflicts as well, most im-
portant of which were the religious echisms and sects that avose after
Henry VIII broke with the pope in Rome and established the Church of
England. Amhang those sects, one in particular, the Puritans, was destined
to Jeave a vast imprint on American society. .
Another 4British” confiiet that was to greaily influence the New World
was the coldnizing of Catholic Ireland and the bloody repression that ac-
companied iit. By their calious treatment of the Irish, Anglo-Norman
Protestants lset the stage for the massive Irish flight that followed. En-
glish leader} justified that occupation by claiming that the Trish were &
barbarian geople, but in doing so, they gave birth to notions of Anglo-
Saxon superiority that they would later use to justify their conquest of

Native Américans.?

EARLY SPANISH INFLUENCE N THE UNITED STATES

The textbooks most of us read in grammar school have long acknowl-
edged that Spanish conquistadores crisscrossed and laid claim to much of
the southein and western United States nearly a centuty before the first
English colonies were founded at Jamestown and Massachusetls Bay.
But most Angle American historians have promoted the view that the
early Spanilsh presence Tapidly disappeared and left & minor jmpact on
U.S. cultuge when compared to our dominant Anglo-Saxon heritage.
Those efrly expeditions, however, led to permanent Spanish outpasts
throughout North America, to the founding of our earliest cities, Saint
Augustinei and Santa Fe, and to the naming of hundreds of U.S. rivers,
mountaing towns, and even several states. Moreover, they led to a Spanish-
speaking population—more accurately, a Latino/mestizo population—
that has dxsted continuously in certain regions of the United States
since that|time, That hexitage, and the colonial society it spawned, has
been so often overlooked in conteraporary debates over culture, lan-
guage, and immigration that we would do well to review its salient patts.
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; uan Ponf:e de Ledn was the first European to touch what is now U.S
soil. His f.rmtles.s search for the Fountain of Youth led to his discovery.ir;
15313—of La Florida. He returned eight years later but was killed in battle
with the Calusa Indians before he could found a settlement

Nearly two decades after Ponce de Ledn’s death, Franci'sco Visqu
de Coronado and Hernando de Soto, their imaginations fired b qﬂ:z
treasures Coriés had seized in Mexico, each led major expeditiolrrls i
search of the fabled cities of gold. Starting from central Mexico in 1S3l9n
Corqnado and his men marched north into present-day Arizona, Nevc:
Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas, planting the Spanish flag ;vher-
ever .they went, By the time the expedition retumed in 1542, the
Spaniards ]::tad discovered the Grand Canyon, crossed and named r’uan
of the continent’s great rivers, but discovered no gold. The same eaz
Coronado set out, De Soto led an expedition out of Cuba that e loyred
muc!:'of Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi Arka.nsxfs, and
Louisfana, but ke and half his men perished without ﬁndit;g any treasure.

The rost extraordinary exploit of all, however, was that of Alvar
Nifiez Cabeza de Vaca, who arrived in Florida in 1527—fifteen years be-
fore De Soto—as second-in-command to Panfilo de Narvsgez the
b‘unghng onetime governor of Cuba whom King Charles of Spain at’ltho-
nze:d to complete the colonization of Florida. After landing on the
Penmsula’s western coast, Narvdez led a three-hundred-man e;pedition
m]'and near present-day Tallahassee, then foolishly lost touch with his
ships and was killed. His men, unable to withstand the constant Indi
attacks, headed west along the Gulf Coast on makeshift barges. =

On‘ly four survived the ordeal, among them Cabeza de Vaca and a
Spamsh. Moor named Estevanico. The four spent the next seven years
\;?lndenng through the North American wilderness, Their six-thouzand~
cro:sit;ikfo ?nlt; of the great exploration odysseys of history, and the first
oo ad orth America by Buropeans, s preserved in a report

za de Vaca wrote for the king of Spain in 1542, At first, they were

- ;le?ated and en’sla_ved by coastal iribes, where Cabeza de: Vaca was
mau:nes(;)toften his life became unbearable. After a year in captivity, he
f‘Whe%‘eve oIescape and tc-E)k up the life of a trader between the tribes:
boome thr ‘1:1?1:[’ the Indians fr.eated me honorably and gave me food,
O I;j; ee mzu commodities, I became well known; those who did
R personally knew me by reputation and sought my acquain-
I’issl;gilﬁz?;i;y linedical knowledge enabled him at ons point to cure
e o o rom that point on, the tribes revered him as 2 medi-
nce a year, when the various tribes gathered for the annual
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picking of prickly pears, he was reunited with his feltow Spaniards, who

remained duslaved, At one such gathering in 1533, he engineered their
escape and they all fled west through present-day Texas, New WMexico,
and Arizona. As they traveled, word spread of the wondrous white med-
icine man dnd his companions, and soon. thousands of Indians started to
follow in & aravan of worshipers. The four did not finally reconnect with
ization in northern Mexico until 1534. By then, Cabeza de
Yaca had Been transformed. He no longer regarded the Native Ameri-
can a8 a savage, for he now had an intimate understanding of their cul-
ture and opflook. Instead, the barbarity of his feliow Spaniards toward
now filled him with despair. His description of his trp
through af area where Spanish slave traders were hunting Indians re-
mains a pdwerful revelation into the nature of the Conquest:

With Heavy heaxts we looked ouf over the lavishly watered, fertile,
and beautiful land, now abandoned and burned and the people thin
and whak, scattering or hiding in fright, Not having planted, they
were veduced to eating roots and bark; and we shared their famine
the whote way. Those wha did receive us could provide hardly any-
thing, [They themselves looked as if they would willingly die. They
brought us blankets they had concealed from the other Chxistians
and tdld us how the latter had come through razing the towns and
carryipg off half the men and all the women and boys!®

THE TOLL OF CONQUEST

The devastation Cabeza de Vaca wamed of still defies comprehension.
By the latte 1500s, a mere century after the Conquest began, scarcely 2
milflion nhtives remained in the entire hemisphere. An average of more
than 1 million people perished annually for most of the sixteenth cen-
tury, in what has been called “the greatest genocide in human history.

On the idland of FHispaniola, which was inhabited by 1 million Tainos in.

1492, lesg than 46,000 remained twenty years Tater.? As historian Francis .
Jenningsthas noted, “The American land was more like a widow thana -
virgin, Elrropeans did not find a wilderness here; rather, however frvol~ ..

untarily, they made one.” _

Fewer! natives perished jn the English colonies only because the
Amerindian populations were sparses to begin with, yet the macabre.
percentages were no less prisly: 90 percent of the Indian population was
gone within half a century of the Putitan tanding on Plymouth Rock; the
Block Tdland Indians plummeted from 1,500 to 51 between 1662 apd

L2 VI
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1774; the Wampanoag tribe of Martha’s Vineyard declined from 3,000 in
1§42 to 313 in 1764; and the Susquehannock tribe in central Pem;sylva-
nia nearly disappeared, falling from 6,500 in 1647 0 250 by 1698.13
Much of this cataclysm was snavoidable. The Indians succumbed to
sma}llpox, r_nezfsles, tuberculosis, and bubonic plagoe, for which they had
no mumtx just as Buropeans had succumbed to their own epidemics
in previous centurfes. But an astounding number of native deaths re-
sulted from direct massacres or enslavement. If the Spaniards extermi-
11‘at.e-d more than the Brifish or Freach, it is because they encountered
civilizations with greater population, complexity, and wealth, societies
Ii:::i gi?;ﬁ:g ls‘resmted any attempt to subjugate them or seize their
. The battlts for Tenochtitldn, for instance, was rivaled in overall fatali-
tlcs.by few in modern history. During the cighty-day siege of the Aztee
capital by Cortés and his Texcoco Indian allies, ?AO,(}EO natives per-
ished.™* A few Indian accounts of the battle survive today only becanse
of Franciscan missionaries like Bernardino de Sabagiin and Diego de
Durén, who as early as 1524 developed a written form of the Nahuatl
lang,uage, the lingue franca of central Mexico. The missionaries urged the
Tndians to preserve their {ragic songs and reminiscences of the Con-
quest, and several of those accounts, such as the following section from
the Codex Florentino, vividly describe what happened at Tenochtitldn:

ane again the Spaniards started killing and a great many Indians
died. The flight from the city began and with this the war came to an
efld. The people ceied: “Wa have suffered enough! Let us leave the
city! Let us go live on weeds!”

A few of the men were separated from the others. These men
were the bravest and strongest warriors. The youths who sexved them
were alse told to stand apart. The Spaniards immediately branded
them with hot irons, either on the cheek or the lips.1?

eIZ.l.es§ d’chan a quarter century after the arrival of Columbus, the Indian
genocide sparked its first protest from a Spaniard, Fray Bartolomé de las

: Casas, who had arrived in Santo Doningo as a landowner but opted in-

fi’c:;i rito b;:com:a a Fran.c:isca‘n missionary. 'The first priest ordained in
'Bains:aI"n die quickly relinquished his lands and launched a campaign
et ot t;; ens!av?ment that made him famous throughout Burope.
radinge cag'gmg, he auth(_)red a sexies of polemics and defended
A ém c debate.s against Spain’s greatest philosophers. The
us of those polemics, 4 Shori Account of the Destruction of the
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Indies, rocpunts scores of massacres by Spanish soldiers, including one

otdered by Cuba’s governor Pénfilo WNarvdez, which Las Casas person- .

ally observed. In that incident, according to Las Casas, a group of natives
approachetl a Spanish settlement With food and gifts, when the Chris-
tians, “without the slightest provocaﬁon,butchered before my eyes, some
three thoysand souls—men, WOmen snd children, as they sat there in
front of ug™
Las Cajas's untiring efforts on behalf of the Amerindians led to
Spain's adoption of “New Laws” in 1542. The codes recognized Indians
as free ang equal subjects of the Spanish Crown, but landowners in many
regions refused to observe the codes and kept Indians in virtual slavery
for genergtions. Despite his heroic efforts, Las Casas, who was eventually
promotedto Bishop of Chiapasin Guatemala, also committed some ma-
jor blundgrs. At one point he advocated using African siaves to replace
Tndian labor, though he ultimately recanted that position. While his
polemics jwere among the ost popular books in Europe and led to
widespread debate over the toll of colonization, they greatly exagger-
ated the dlready grisly mumbers of the Tndian genocide, thus making Las
Casas the uawitting source of the Spauish “Black Legend” propagated
by Dutchiand British Protestasts.”
$pain, jof course, had no monopoly on settler barbarism. Tn 1637, the
Puritans bf the Massachusetts Bay Colony mistakenly concluded that fo-

cal Pequgts had killed two white men, 50 they set out to punish them. As- '

sisted bylother Indian esomies of the tribe, the Englishmen attacked the
Pequot village on the Mystic River while its braves were absent, and
roasted br shot to death between three hundred and seven hundred
women hnd children before burning the entire village1¥ Forty years
later, during King Philip's War, colonists and their mercenaries con-
ducted similar viclons slanghters of women and children. An estimated
wo th045md Tndiaps perished in battle and another thousand were sold
into slavery in the West Indies during the conflict.? And South Car-
olina’s Cherokee War (1760-1761) turned so brutal that a colonist de-
fending a fort against Indians wrote ta the governor, “We have now the
pleasuxe, Sir, to fatten our dogs with their carcasses and to display their
scalps peatly ornamented on the top of ous bastions.?

This type of savagery, often reciprocated by Indians desperate to de-
fend théir land, became a haflmark of Anglo-Indian relations far after

the coldnial period-A partcularly gruesome example was carried out by

Andrew Jackson in 1814. Settlers and land speculators from the Caroli-

aas had started moving into the teritory shortly after the War of Inde-
pendenpe. When the settlers tried to push out the Indian jnhabitants, the

—
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t(l,‘lreeks fesiste'd. and the U.S, Army, led by Jackson, intervened, During
86 4waurs dec;swe battle at Horseshoe Bend, Alabama, on Marck 27b
1_ 1 ,;T?lc:;.lso:; s r;lin :]nassacred and cat off the noses of 557 Creeks, theI;
kinn e dead bodi i 1

e ies to tan the Indian hides and make souvenir bri-

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH

While a)ll Et'lropean ssttlers justified the Indian conquest and genocide
as God's will, tl_le Spanisk and English differed substantially in their
methc_:ds of subjugation, and this eventually led to radically different
ialomal societies. English kings, for instance, ordered theiryage:ts to
conquer, occupy and possess™ the lands of the “heathens and infidels”
but s?sd nothing of the people inhabiting them, while Spain, followi;’
the dictates of Pope Alexander VI, sought not oaly to grab ti;e land -bu%
aIs? o IFI.ake any pagans found on it “embrace the Catholic faith and be
Framed in good_morals.“ In Spain, both Crown and Chwrch saw cofoniz-
ing anfi.couvemon as a unified effort. Priests accompanied each milit
expedxt}on .for the purpose of Christianizing the natives. Within a mOIiIﬂ)l!
of landu.lg in Mexico, Bernal Diaz reminds us, Cortés presided over the
first Indian baptisms, of twenty women given to the Spanish soldiers b
thc_Tabam of the coast: “One of the Indian ladies was chrfsteneg
Dogia Magna. She was a truly great princess, the daughter of Caciques
and the mistress of vassals . . . they were the first women in New Spain to
become Christians, Cortés gave one of them fo sach of his captains.™®
thAs the Conguest proceeded, priests performed such bapiisms by the
diz:xls\::d& Befors the poly water could dry on their foreheads, the In-
e semn;:: Tu};ere r'outmely grabbed as conecubires by Spanish soldiers
S ;, priests evenlgerformed Gccasional merriages between
fcl:lsterincr a:é nd}fu}St especially among the elite of both groups, thus
Pemvia; :;1 le:gitlmlergg a new mestizo race in America, For example,
s ams;tonau Garcilaso de la Vega, called El Inca, was born in 153§
St iu _ofﬁcer :}nd an Inca princess, while the parish register of
e aﬁ?st;z,ﬂl?londa,vrecorded twenty-six Spanish-Indian marriages
e tos; o ;, ata time when only a few hundred natives resided
. extraoxdj;; ‘ar more important than legal marriages, hawever, was
ai_nong e ary number of co_nscnsual unions. Francisco de Aguirre,
iy mosset c?]g;:ltféidges of (}‘h:le, boasted that by fathering more than
atred g 50.’:24 s service to God had been “greater than the sin

The - -
first English colonies, by contrast, began as family settlements
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They maintained strict separation from Indian communities, sometimes
even boldtered by segregation laws® In Notth America, Indians rarely
served ad Jaborers for settlers or as household servants, and unmarried
sexual uions between natives and whites were rare except for captives
of war. : )
The English, furthermore, nover saw proselytizing among the Indians
as important. True, the Virginta Company listed missionary work as one
of its pudposes when the Crown granted Jamestown its charter in 1607.
And ning years later, the Crown even ordered funds raised from all
parishes {n the Church of England to erect a college for the natives. But
the company never sent a single missionary to Virginia and the college
was never built. Officfals simply diverted the money for their own ends
until an {nvestigation of the fraud prompted the Crown to revoke the
company’s charter and take over direct administration of the colony in
16223 T
I jkewise, the New England Puritans segregated themselves from the
Indians, hot sven venturing out of their settlements to win converts until
decades [aftet their arrival. Tn 1643, sections of Harvard College were
built with money raised by the New England Company among Angli-
cans badk home, While donors were told the funds would be used for
Indian dducation, some of the money ended up buying guns and am-

munitich for the colonists.?” So minor was Puritag concem for the Indi-_

ans’ soulls that by 1674, fifty-five years after the founding of Plymouth
Colony, [barely 2 hundred natives in all New England were practicing
Christiahs®

At ona time or another, clerics Roger Williams of Rhode Island, Cot-
ton Mather of Massachusetts Bay, and Samuel Purchas of Virginia all vil
ified thel natives as demanic, The Reverend William Bradford, one of the
original{ Pilgrim leaders, insisted they were “cruel, barbarous and most
treachefous . . . 1ot being content only to kill and take away 2 life, but
delight {o torment men in the most bloody manner”? Throughout colo-
nial hisfory, only Williams’s Rhode Island colony and the Quakers of
Penusyjvania showed themselves willing to coexist in harnony with thelr
Tndian heighbors, Despite their low view of the Indians, the English set-
tlers did not try to bring them under heel. At first, they mexvely purchased
or ﬁnag%ed choice parcels of land from some tribes and pressured others

10 move toward the interior.

Tn the Spanish colonies, however, the natives were far more LUIeLous,
and th; policies of the Catholic Church far more aggressive. Chusch
leadersidid more than merely recognize Indian humanity ox accormnmodate
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mestizaje. The Church dispatched an army of Fraociscan, Dominican,
and Jesuit monks, who served as the vanguard of sixteenth-century Span-
ish colonialism. The monks who flocked to America perceived the chaotic
tise of capitalism in Burope as auguring an era of moral decay. In the Na-
tive Americans they imagined a simpler, less corrupted human being,
one who could more easily be convinced to follow the word of Christ. So
they abandoned Spain to set up their missions in the most remote areas
of America, far from the colonial cities and encomiendas.

Those missions—the first was founded by Las Casas in Venezuela in
1520-—became the principal frontier outposts of Spanish civilization.
Many had farms and schools to Europeanize the Indians and research
centers where the monks set about learning and preserving the native
languages. Quite a few of the monks were inspired by Thomas More,
whose widely read Utopia (1516) portrayed a fictional communal soc-
ety of Christians located somewhers on an island in America. One of
More's most ardent admirers was Vasea de Quiroga, who established a
mission of thirty thousand Tarascans in central Mexico and rose to
bishep of Michoacdn, Quiroga, like More, talked of trying to “restore the
lost purity of the primitive Clmrch.” Since Indians had no coneept of
land ownership or money, the missicnaries easily organized cooperative
tilling of the land and even communal housing, just as More espoused.

The natives proved less malleable and far less innocent than the
Europeans imagined, so much so that early colonial history is filled with
countless stories of monks who met hideous deaths at the hands of their
Hocks. Despite those tragedies, the monks kept coming, and as the years
passed, some of their missions even prospered. That prosperity enraged
colonjal landowners, who inereasingly regarded mission Indian Iabor as

- wnwanted competition for the products of their plantations. In 1767, the

colonial elite finally succeeded in getling the Jesuits, the most indepen-
dent of the monastic orders, expelled from the New World. By then
2,200 Jesuits were working in the cclonies and more than 700,000 Indi:
ans resided in their missions.?
: LO_ng before those Jesuit expulsions, Spanish monks played a crucial
ole in ool.onizing major parts of the United States. Most important were
the Fra;mmscans, who founded nearly forty thriving rissions in Flerida,
orgia, and Alabama during the 1600¢ and numerous others in the
uﬂl}’fest. ‘Saint Augustine was the headquarters for the Florida rais-
15, 16 which as many as twenty thousand Christianized Indians lived.
the Smost of the Florida missions eventually were abandoned, several
¢ Southwest later tutned into thriving towns, with Spanish monks to-
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day recognized as the founders of San Antonio, Bl Paso, Santa Fe, Tuc-
son, San Diego, Los Angeles| Monterey, and San Francisco.

Migsions In Spanish Florida
16741675

x Miraiva TS Avgusine

The Florida missions and pettlements left a greater imprint on frontier
American culture than we thight believe. That influence was not always
a direct one. Rather, it came by way of the Indians and Africans who re-
mained after the missionariés were gone and who carried on some of the
customs they learned from the Spanish settlers. Indians who traded with
Europeans at Pensacola in 1822 were “better acquainted with the Span-
ish language than either the French or English,” notes historfan David
‘Weber, and Englishmen who settled in Virginia, Carolina, and Georgia
encountered Indians who were already cultivating peach trees the Span-
ish had introduced from Efirope. Weber notes that the missionaries of
Florida and New Mexico “taught native converts to husband European
domestic animals—horses, tattle, sheep, goats, pigs, and chickens; culti-
vate European crops, from iwatermelon to wheat; raise fruit {rees, from
peaches to pomegranates; use such iron tools as wheels, saws, chisels,
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planes, nails, and spikes; and practice those arts and craits that Spaniards
regarded as essential for civilization as they knew it.”

The knowledge the missionaries imparted to the Indians, whether in
agriculture, language, customs, or technology, did not disappear when the
fast monk departed. Rather, it remained part of Indian experience so
that by the time Anglos began settling in the Southeast, they discovered
the “civilized tribes,” among them the Creeks, the Cherokees, and the
Choctaws. Even some of the most nomadic and fierce of the Southwest
nations, the Apaches, Comanches, and Kiowas partially assimilated into
Spanish society. In one unusual case, Apache Manuel Gonzilez became
mayor of San Jose, California®

Apart from the missions, the Church reached into every corner of
colonial life. It functioned side by side with Spanish civil government,
sometimes even above it. In every town, the church was the dominant
structure-adjacent to which was crected the central plaza, the cabildo,
and la casa real. While the Crown collected its royal fifth from the elite,
the Church collected its 10 percent tithe from everyone, rich and poor,
white and colored, as well as tribute from the Indians, Parish priests were
the main moneylenders, and bishops held unparalleled power over the
social life of colonists and natives alike. While the Church served as a
buffer for the Indians against the worst abuses of Spanish civil society, it
also discouraged independence or self-sufficiency and it demanded obe-
dience from the natives it protected.

Even Europeans who dared question Church authority or doctrine
were liable to be calied before the all-powerful Inquisition, which could
threaten anyone up to the governor with excommunication ot prison,
and which routinely prohibited the circulation of thousands of books
and works of art it deemed sacrilegious. Its demand for blind faith
toward Church doctrine impeded for centuries the spread of tolerance,
ingenuity, or creativity in Latin American thought.

No English colonial Church enjoyed a monopoly power approaching
that of the Catholic Church in the Spanish territories. The proliferation
of sects among Protestants meant each denomination, even when its
Jeaders wished to set up a theocratic colony, could do so only within a cir-
cumscribed area, as the Puritans did in Massachusetts and Connecticut.
The Puritan witch trials of the late 1680s in Salem and surrounding Es-
sex County rivaled the worst atrocities of the Inquisition. Twenty men
and women were executed and more than 150 imprisoned, but the fanat-
ics proved incapable of controlling everyone. Long before the witch tri-
als, Roger Williams rebelled and founded the Rhode Island colony,
where he permitted all manner of worship, and other colonies followed
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similar liberal policies. Catholic Maryland enacted a religious tolerance
law and Quaker William Penn get up his Pennsylvania colony, which,
likewise, welcomed all believers. New York City turned into such a.
hodgepodge of religious group that its Englisb governor reported
in 1687:“Here, bee not many of the Church of England, {and] few Roman
Catholicks, [but} abundance of uakers—preachers, men and women,
especially—singing Quakers, ranting Quakers, Sabbatarians, Anti-
sabbatarians, some Anabaptists, some Independants, some Jews: in short,
of all sorts of opinions there are some, and the most part of none at all.”™®

After Parliament declared religious freedom in the colonies with the
Toleration Act of 16389, the emigration of sects from Europe soared.
Thousands of Germans, among them Tutherans, Moravians, Mennonites,
and Amish, setiled in the Middte Colonies and the hinterlands of the
South, as did Scotch-Trish Presbyterians in the South.

THE ROLE OF RACE

Beyond their religious practices| the English and Spanish colonial worlds
diverged substantiaily In their lattitudes toward slavery and race. The
Jong period of Arab domination left an indelible legacy of racial and cul-
tural mixing that the Spanish immigrants cartied to the New World.
Moorish occupicers of the Tberian Peninsula had invariably taken Span-
ish wives, setting off an era of miscegenation so extensive that “by the fif-
teenth century there were dark-skinned Christians, light-haired Moors,
hybrids of every shape and cog plexion in Castile,” according to one his-
torian. Some Muslims, called Mhudejars, continued to live under Christian
rule, while some Christians, called Mozarabs, learned to speak Arabic
and adopted Muslim habits. The dress, foods, and traditions of Moors
and Spaniards permeated each other’s societies. In architecture, for in-
stance, the horseshoe arches, filed floors and walls, and open interior
courtyards so commonly assodiated with Spanish design in America, all
drew from Arabic inspiration.?

This tradition of racial mixing made it more acceptable for Spanish
settlers to engage in sexual unjons with both Amerindians and Africans.
This was especially true for sgitlers from Andalusia in southern Spain,
the province that endured the Jongest period of Moorish occupation, and
which supplied nearly 40 pefcent of the early setflers to America.®
At the beginning of the Conguest, Seville, Andalusia’s main port, was
Spain’s most cosmopolitan cit} and the nexus for commerce with Africa.
Tt quickly turned into the bhstling crossroads for transatlantic trade
as well. By the middle of the sixteenth century, the city counted nearly

Sy
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100,000 inhabitants from all parts of Europe and the Mediterranean, n-
cluding 6,000 African slaves.®

But racial mixing did not mean racial equality. As the Indian popula-
tion of America gradually rebounded, and as black slave labor assumed
a greater role in. colonial plantation production, the Spanish and Creole
upper classes became increasingly fearful of revolt—so fearful that after
the Haitian revolution, the Council of the Indies, the Crown’s adminis-
trative body for colonies, banned all marriages between whites and free
blacks or mulatos. Despite the ban, the practice of mixed racial mar-
riages continuied, with dispensations often granted in cases where the
honor of the woman was at stake. Upon denying one such request in
1855, the civil governor of Oriente Province in Cuba remarked, “There is
little doubt that the dissernination of ideas of equality of the white class
with the coloured race puts in jeopardy the tranquillity of the Island, the
largest proportion of whose population consists of the said race.”"¥

Apart from the ban on white-colored unions, the institution of marriage
jtself played a distinctive role in Spanish society. It was one of the many
avenues the Church utilized to mitigate the worst aspects of slavery that
were so evident in the English. colonies. The Church would not permit
slave owners,for instance, to separate married couples, and it sanctioned
marriage between slaves and free persons. Historian Herbert Klein re-
ports that in selected parishes of Havana between 1825 and 1829, moxe
than a third of all marriages were between slaves, and nearly afifth were
between 2 slave and a free person. In many parts of Cuba, the marriage
rate among slaves was equal to or higher than among whites.?

Perhaps even more important than formal marriage, however, was the
social impact of consensual unions. No European society before the
nineteenth century witnessed the level of free unions found in Latin
America. lllegitimate births among free persons of all classes were close
to 50 percent. Among the white upper classes, they were higher than
among any other European elite.?® Those nniogs, which were invariably
between white men and nonwhite woren, were preferable to official
marriage because they did not subvert the class structure.

The prevalence of both consensual unions and miscegenation, along
with the strong influence of the Catholic Church, led to major differ-
ences between how the English and Spanish regarded the rights of
slaves, especially toward the end of the cighteenth century. Until then, all
colonial powers had allowed masters to free their slaves. But after the
Haitian revolution, the British, French, and Dutch started to restrict
manumission, while the Portuguese and Spanish calonies promoted and
codified the practice.
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As a result, only in the Portu‘fuese and Spanish colonies did giant
classes of free blacks develop, and with them the mudato group (in some
countries they were called pardps or morenos) that so distinguished
Latin America’s rainbow racial spectrum from North America’s stark
black-white system of racial classification, In the United States, for in-
stance, the first federal census in 1790 reported that “free coloreds” were
less than 2 percent of the population, while black slaves were 33 per-
cent. The same proportion. of free blacks to slaves was roughly true in
the British, Dutch, and French Caribbean colonies. But the opposite
trend prevailed in the Spanish jand Portuguese colonies, where free
blacks or coloreds cutnumbered slaves, with perhaps 40 to 60 percent of
free blacks able to purchase theif emancipation outright.* The viceroy-
alty of New Grenada, which fincluded Colombia, Venezuela, and
Ecuador, had 80,000 slaves and 420,000 free coloreds in 1789.“ Cuba had
199,000 slaves and 114,000 free cdloreds in 1817.43 By 1872, free coloreds
composed 43 percent of Brazil’s population, outnumbering both pure
whites and black slaves, .

Color and status so deeply demarcated the English colonies, however,
that the free colored class was considered an abnormality only barely
tolerated.** A drop of black bloog made you black in Anglo-Saxon soci-
ety, while in the Portuguese and Spanish world, mestizos and mulatos, no
matter how dark, were invariably regarded as part of white society, al-
though admittedly second-class members.

Racism obviously persisted in both groups of colonies, but in the Iber-
ian ones it assumed a muted forn, its operation rendered mare complex
by the presence of a huge mixed-fjace population. The quest for white pu-
rity in Latin America became confined to a tiny upper class, while dis-
pensations for lower-class whit¢s to marry outside their race wete
routinely granted. The reasons were simple. For rich whites, mairiage
was first and foremost a question of securing inheritance lines. Racial
mixing was not allowed to subvart the class structure, though on occa-
sion even some of the elite officidlly “recognized” their mixed-race chil-
dren, ushering them partially into white society. The arcane types of
mixed-race offspring that developed in Latin America were astounding.
Beyond mestizos and mulatos, there were zambos (Indian and black),
coyotes (mestizo and Indian), safta-atrds (those with Negroid features
born of white parents), chinos (offspring of Indian and selta-atrds), cuar-
terones (quadroons), and even more exotic distinctions.

For the Anglo-Saxon colonies, jon the other hand, interracial marriage
was taboo, by any class of whitesi Even after independence and emanci-
pation, it remained banned, and while rape or unsanctioned unions ebvi-
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ously occurred, Anglo-Saxons almost never reco gnized their mixed-race
children, no matter how light-skinned the offspring or how poor the
father.

LAND AND POLITICS IN THE TWO SOCIETIES

Beyond religion and race, the Spanish and English colonies diverged
radically in the way they managed their economic and political systems.
Spain’s colonies were royal affaits from the start. Conquistadores func-
tioned as direct agents of the Crown. And Spain’s main object, at least
for the first century, was gold and silver; by 1600, jts colonies had alteady
produced more than 2 billion pesos’ worth, three times the total Buro-
pean supply before Columbus's first voyage.*® (The total surpassed 6 bil-
lion pesos, mostly in silver, by 1800.) The flood of silver coin, however,
only led to massive inflation at home, Domestic industry and agriculture
stagnated as more than 200,000 Spaniards left for the New World during
the first century of colonization. Countless others abandoped the Spaz-
ish countryside and flocked to Seville and Cédiz to engage in mercantile
trade % The Crown'’s expulsion of the Moors and Jews only exacerbated
the economic crisis, since those two groups had provided much of the
country’s professional and commercial vitality. Jewish merchants fled
with their wealth to the financial centers of London, Amsterdam, and
Genoa.# With Spain forced to resort to huge loans from foreign banks to
meet the spiraling costs of administering its vast empire, much of the
production from the mines of Mexico and Peru passed into the coffers of
Dutch and English bankers and went to pay for manufactured goads to
supply the colonies.

When they finally started their own American colonies nearly a century
after Spain, the English and the Dutch rejected Spain’s state-sponsored
approach. They relied instead on rich nobles financing individual colonies
and on a new type of business venture—the joint stock company. The
London Company, the Plymouth Company, the Virginia Company, and
the Dutch West Indies Company all secured charters from their monarchs
to populate the new territories.

‘While the Pilgrims and other colonists indeed fled religious persecu-
tion, the same canmot be said of the companies that transported them.
Utopia for these new capitalist concerns was far less spiritual in nature.
Tt meant the chase for enormous profit: from trading for furs with the In-
dians; from wood and iron and other raw materials that could be shipped
to England; and from charging hefty rates for relocating England’s mal-
contents and dissidents to the New World. In 1627, for instance, the Lon-

-
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don Company declared one of itsjobjectives to be:“The removing of the
surcharge of necessitous people, the matter or fuel of dangerous insur-
rections, and thereby leaving the greater plenty to sustain those remaiti-
ing with the Land.”* _

The mass exodus from England and Europe, however, was not simply
a spontaneous exigration of the ¢ontinent’s persecuied and destitute, as
immigrant myth would have us bglieve. More than half the population of
the thirteen colonies before 1776 was composed of indentured servants.
Among these were fifty thousand convicts who were released from En-
glish jails during the seventeenth; century to populate the Maryland and
Virginia colonies, and a considerable number of children who had been
kidnapped and sold iuto servitude.*

Land speculators who worke:'l\%n tandem with merchants orchestrated

and engineered much of the exgdus. Labor agents scoured the British
[sles and the Rhineland for recruits to work the huge tracts of Amerjcan
land the speculators owned, entiing farm families to sell their property
and seek instant wealth in the Nkw World ®® William Penn, for example,
employed recruiting agents in London, Dublin, Edinburgh, and Rotter-
dam. Penn’s merchant friend in Rotterdam, Benjamin Furly, was so suc-
cessful advertising the colony {in the Rhine Valley that he turned
Penmsylvania into the center for German immigrants to the colonies.™t

At first, Bogland left colonial bdministration in the hands of the com-
panies, since the Crown was preoccupied with its own domestic strife and
religious battles. But by the end pf the 1600s, Parliument assumed direct
administration through its Boatd of Trade, the counterpart to Spain’s
Council of the Indies. Even ther, however, England kept its New World
bureaucracy rather tiny.

The Spanish empire, on the other hand, spawned such a huge colonial
bureaucracy that 1.1 million peaple held religious office of some kind in
the Spanish colonies by the seventeenth century, and pearly half a mil-
lion held government jobs™ Like most bureaucracies, the colonial
Church and civil government slqwed the pace of decision making, buried
inmovation under mountains of feports and edicts, and stified all manner

of dissent. In fairness to Spain,
ever seen. From QOregon all the
of the world’s most impassabl
ding deserts and impenetrable |
times that of the mother country
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the Allegbeny Mountains.
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supply of laborers. Indians and mestizos mined the empire’s goid and sil-
ver, built its cities and churches, tended its herds, and grew its food. And
once mining declined in importance, African slaves harvested the new
gold, sugar, as well as tobacco, cocoa, and indigo. For a Spaniard in
America to engage in hard labor was almost unheard-of

In the English colonies, on the other hand, Amerindians never formed
part of the labor force. The colonial economy depended on three groups
of workers: free white farmers, propertyless whites (both indentured and
free), and African slaves. Nearly 70 percent of all white immigration. to
the colonies until the Revolution was made up of indentured servants.
Those servants, having completed their required years of work, became
free artisans in the cities or moved to the frontier to staxt their own
farms. By the time of the Revolution, the majority of the white popula-
tion was comprised of independent yeomen, small farmers, and fisher-
men.% That agrarian group—simple, unassuming, skeptical of far-off
government control, and determined to create a new life out of an im-
mense and fertile wilderness—would form the cultural core of the new
North Ametican society, or at least of its white majority.

Radically different land policies further demarcated English and
Spanish colonial society. Frenzied speculation in land was ubiquitous in
the English territories.™ “Every farmer with an extra acre of land be-
came a land speculator—every town proprietor, every scrambling
tradesman who could scrape together a modest sum for investment,”
says one historian.’® Both the English colonial administrators and, later,
the state and federal governments fostered speculation. Time and again,
those in charge of govermment created overnight fortunes for their
friends and themselves through corrupt schemes aimed at amassing huge
holdings. By 1697, for example, four Hudson Valley families, the Van
Cortlandts, Philipses, Livingstons, and Van Rensselaers, had amassed for
themselves 1.6 million acres spanning six present-day counties in
mid-New York State, creating that state’s new landed azistocracy.®

Where the English had their teadition of land speculation, the
Spaniards had the opposite, the mayorazgo, in which a family’s rural and
urban holdings were made Jegally indivisible, Handed down from gener-
ation to generation through the eldest son. Other family members could
be assigned portions of the family estate to administer and profit from,
but they could never own and, most importantly, could not sell that por-
tiom.

The biggest mayorazgos went to the original conguistadores. More

modest allotments were assigned to their lower-ranking soldiers, and

even smaller grants to civilian settlers. As the generations passed, inter-
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marriage within the elite created labyrinthine mergers of old estates.
Merchants, miners, and later inmnigrants often tried to purchase titles or
marry into the established mayorjazgos. The giant estates only got bigger,
never smaller, and individual bujing and selling of land for quick profit
was rare.’’ The mayorazgos, together with the labor system of the en-
comiendas, thus became the basik for Latin America’s latifundio system,
in which a finy portion of the white population owned most of the land
and all others were reduced to laborers.

n contrast to both the English and Spanish, Native Americans invari-
ably saw land as a resource to bejused by all and owned by none. Even in
the most stratified Indian societies, land was owned ultimately in com-
mon. Among the Aztecs, for instance, the calpulli, or extended clan, ap-
portioned land to each member. The members, in turn, remitted a
portion of their crops to clan lezder& who used that portion to pay the

emperor’s tribute®® No matter how many treaties the Indian nations
may have signed to placate whit¢ settlers, they invariably saw themselves
as ceding use of the land, not petpetual ownership.

Finally, and perhaps most impprtantly, the English and Spanish settlers
brought with them vastly differgnt political traditions. When each group
attempted to transplant those traditions in the New World, they found
themselves deeply influenced By the Amerindians who had preceded
them. fn Mexico, for instance, the Aztec ruler, chosen from within the
rayal family by a council of ngbles, stood atop a highly differentiated
class society. He exacted tribute from his own people and from con-
quered or dependent city-states like Tacuba, Texcoco, Tlaxcala, and
“Tarasca. The Spaniards did notidismember those centralized structures
of power; instead, they appropriated them from above, erecting the scaf-
folding of their colonial organization, from viceroys to middle-level cor-
regidores, aver an already aytocratic Indian foundation. And they
astutely relinquished control of the cabildos (town coungils) outside of
the major cities to the Indian mpjority, turning the traditional chiefs into
political mediators and into suppliers of Indian labor to the encomien-
das.

The Aztecs, as we have seen, rere far different from the Iroquois with
whom English settlers altematﬁly fought and allied for 150 years before
independence. Lewis Henry Morgan, the founder of American anthro-
pology and the first to systematically study the Troquois, wrote in 1851,
“Their whole civil policy was pverse to concentration of power in the
hands of any single individual,/but inclined to the opposite principle of
division among a number of equals.”™ ‘

The Iroquois constitution, preserved over the years in oral tradition
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and recorded on wampum belts, led to a unique brand of dernocracy,
which was based on consensus decision making by elected representa-
tives. Their Confederation, according to Morgan, contained “the gemm of
modern parliament, congress, and legislature.” Since Morgan, NUMErous
scholars have documented how the Iroguois influsnced the democratic
ideas of our own Founding Fathers.5 This country’s fierce devotion to in-
dividual rights, insists historian Felix Cohen, has its Toots in Iroquois
thought, as does “universal suffrage for women. .. the pattern of states
within a state we call federalism, the habit of treating chiefs as servants
of the people instead of as masters.”"!

Some go even further. “Egalitarian democracy and liberty as we know
them today in the United States owe little to Europe,” argues anthropol-
ogist Jack Weatherford. Rathet, “they entered modern western thought
as Americax. Indian notions trauslated into European language and cul-
ture.62 Several of the Founding Pathers were influenced by the Troquois
system of checks and balances. Benjamin Franklin published the first Ja-
dian treaty accounts in 1736, and he studied native societics extensively
while. serving as Indian commissioner for Pennsylvania in the 1750s.
During one Anglo-Indian conference in 1744, he was so moved by the
oratory of Iroquois shaman Canassatego, who urged the colonies to form
their own federation, that he began advocating such a system for the
colonies.$3 Thomas Jefferson frequently delved into the traditions of Iro-
quois, and he praised their morality and oratory in his Notes on the State
of Virginia. And Charles Thompson, secretary to the Continental Con-
vention, admiringly described the Iroquois government as “a kind of pa-
triarchal confederacy.”®*

Other Iroquois principles that have found their way into American
democracy are the separation of military and civilian power (the code of
Hiawatha required Iroquois sachems and war chiefs to be elected sepa-
rately) and the impeachment of elected leaders. In some ways, the five
tribes were far ahead of the Founding Fathers, for they prohibited sla-
very and they recognized the voting rights of women. Settlers who came
to know the simplicity of Iroquois society were invariably impressed
with its ability to blend individual Liberty and the moral authority of the
clan to restrain antisocial behavior. Crime, for instance, was almost un-
known among them.

England founded colonies throughout the woxld, but only in North
America did the traditions of English common law, local control, and
parliamentary representation flourish, and a good part of that is due to
the influence of Iroquois traditions on the settlers. By comparison, other
former British colonies, India, Jamaica, or South Africa, for example,
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tailed to produce the unique combination of strong and stable Tepresen-
tative government with individnal liberty found in the United States. In
Latin America, meanwhile, each effort by former Spanish colonies such
as Mexico, Gran Colombia, and; Brazil to replicate our democratic model
met with failure,

‘Thus, by the early nineteenthicentury, three hundred years of colonial-
ism had divided the New Waqrld into two huge contending cultural
groups, the Anglo-Saxon and the Spanish-Latin, with smaller groups of
Portuguese, Dutch, French, and Caribbean English colonies. The colonists
of the two dominant societies Rad inexorably undergone a transforma-
tion. They were no longer Englishmen or Spaniards, They were now
Anglo Americans and Latin Americans. They had adapted their religion,
political and economic views, their speech, their music, and their food to
the new land, They had built anjuncasy intertwined identity with the na-
tives they conquered and the |{Africans they brought as slaves. Latin
America became a land of SO(II inclusion and political exclusion. Bn-

glish America welcomed all political and religious views but remained
deeply intolerant in its social and racial attitudes. Latin America, sub-
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of spirit, song, and suffering ampng its masses, its elite living a parasitic
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