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E.m vmﬁmﬁ& mmnnm.aom bili should not be included in the poverty bill; they feared th
stigmatized. The bill passed 12 months later, with litle support from White House &Mn

the prg i ;
. a BTN Wiyl
funding for the first bilingual program came from the Hearst Corporation.® :

es, annnr Tuch e

The Black-White Syndrome

A result of the War on Paverty was that African Americans and other minor

> : ) v.ﬂu ’ B
Many Chicanos at the time believed that federal and state bureaucrats played o e ed for ey

ff the two group

g e . - . i .
Mﬁm_w.m ﬁmnn%m._ H_Mm mmm_...wmnw and é.,&;m. Undoubtedly, the intensity of the African American " St ey
the bl ww pusation orced Washington to pay more attention to the demands of blacks Usm.ummqsmm_m il

ack comnmunity exploded. Urban renewal in the 19505 had reduced the supply om low- e Bk

Tent vcﬁmnm..EE

& . iy
islocating thousands of poor. Northern cities became tinderboxes. The black population of L.
s gmn_ﬂ

small b i

cm.w e mnwwymmﬂwﬂwﬂ%wwumﬂr Wooﬂmnh Hﬂ< the postwar years. Fresways isolated that community, hid;

- 0 places like Watts, the infrastructure was grossly inadequa Srb ey

I -

Unemployment hovered around 30 percent. As a consequence of Em__.ﬂu?m WMQEM oot b pmers

Johnson was able to push through the Voting Rights Act of 19654 .

iy mmoob”d \W_Mu.mnm.m .m Nmu, the African Americans in Watts rebelled, leaving 35 dead and causing

of 5200 mil Hm.ﬂ. M governor sent 14,000 members of the National Guard to occupy Smﬁw “ T ;

noer x M on hit Newark, New Jersey, leaving 26 dead. In 1969, 43 died in a nm@mEOﬁ.E D © years latg
»000 guardsmen and 4,700 paratroopers occupied the battle zone. Because these mmnEnEmnM“a

Enm&mln_mmm mmmhmv Congress ﬁmhmm& _mmwﬂm. 10, ontrol the nO._._ tical threat GT rmnﬁmﬁ the rel I
& 1 tO con’ th g be 10!

Substandard economic and social itd imi
4 conditions similar te
throughout the United States, The Barrios did not explode with ¢

mrﬂnsnm.

Emﬁm.m?wm as more peaceful than African Americans, Accordi
established Mexican American leaders was to represent their

“ : s
ased upon the Mexican Americans’ commendable behavior on the battlefield, but also—indicating increas.

in .. S ”
g political participation—at the polls” One explanation for the difference in the responses of the pwg
0

communit L L
com mncn_am.m to oppression is that the institutions of social control were stronger in the
in ghettos like SB.Q.. Mexicans had lived in colonias such as § o
Chicano communities, despite continuous

Mexican barrios than

The Mexican family remained much more intact than families in Watts. A common 1

American areas than in Watts.

The lack of a militant res Onse he an community made African Amer cans nHHE.r
Jok JUVN Mexdcan Americ =

fexdca ities had a difficult time convinei :
: onvincing people th :
00 belonged to the Civil Rights movernent. When the Unired Civil Rights Coalition was mon:mmm Hwﬁwm hmﬂMM :

African Americans, Mexican Americans and other minor

in 1963, : " R :
o 1963, it refused to admit Mexican Americans. Chicanos had to wait until the Cisneros v Corpus Christi

Hﬁ&mﬁmﬁ_&mzﬂ School District decision n 97
£ ! 1970) for th i i i
> 7 ' V r . € courts to nHmmm_.@. Mexican Americans as an “identifiable

THE ILLUSION FADES

Alm inmi

vwoquwu Mo“uwwwm @MW:HM:M the Em.ﬂ on Poverty ran into difficulties. City bosses saw community action

These mo_wan& EW%M& wmmm i’ owmmnmuw& the poor, as being subversive and, in effect, promoting rebeltion.

poverty programs and thei WUSM ed by maldng the moves to gain local control over federally administered

stration ha aumm Roned off 1r budgets. The War on Poverty also lacked funds because the Johnson admini-

Space Bmmmnnm_ h off money t¢ {inance the Vietnam War. Simply, the country could not afford twe wars.
3 » and armament programs took precedence aver people. North American soclety did not

e others 418

Vement, Presigay;”

_wmovmns‘ n.E.num i

where
s Africin

those of African Americans plagued mni& :
. ; i he same force as the b i he
oug r e as the black ghett

mi 605, some Chicanos offered naive cultural explanations about why Mexicans did not Won. Mwmw_wwnﬁuﬁwm “
ng to Lorena Oropeza, the tendency of EMV‘.. :
community as worthy of society’s attention

] an Antonio for generations. In Los Angeles, .
population turnover, were more stable than the black areas

; anguage imnilar, -
cultural backgronnd conveyed at least the facade of = community. Homeownership was &wm_.ww.wwww Mp HQ:MMHH -

- Concurrently, the United States was going through good times, attractin
Mexican workers.

- largely unnoticed;

: processing abread of metal goods, whi

g of poverty a worthwhile goal. Euro-Americans increasingly wanted the poor to just go

Zap the endin « i .
cording to U8, Senator Barry Goldwater, “The fact is ﬂmwﬂ most people who have no skdll have no edu-

* for the same reason—low intelligence or low ambitio.
won eaucratic conflict aiso weskened the War on Poverty. The Department of Labor refused to cooperate
> sacial workers perceived it as a threat to the welfare bureaucracy and thelr hegemony among the
icians claimed that OEQC programs “fostered class struggle” Meanwhile, as government officials
ckly gained control of the programs, the participation of the poor declined. By 1966, President
o began dismantling the OEQ, with Head Start going to Health, Education, and Welfare, and the Job
* 1o the Department of Labor, He then substituted the “Model Cities” program for GEO. Johnson, H.m.nmn
" osidion within his own party over the var in Vietnam, announced that he would not seek reelection.
.;&%mmmwmﬁmaob of Robert Kennedy during the California primary also dealt a blow to Mexican American
M,an The election: of Richard Nixen in 1668 put the proverbial final nail in the coffin.

impact of the War on Poverty

d_.n impact of the War on Poverty on Chicanos was huge. A study of 60 QEQ advisory boards in Fast TLos
- seles—Boyle Heights—South Lincoln Heights, fox instance—showed that 1,520 individuals, 71 wmﬂnwﬁ of
“hom lived in these communities, served on the boards; two-thirds were women. Many Chicano activists of
the 1960s developed a sense of political consciousness as & result of poverty programs, SEn.r m&‘.nnam& the
Jemands and grievances of the poor and created an ideology that legitimized protest. Many mminorities came to
1ean that they had the right to work in government and to petition it. Legal aid programs mmﬁ Head Start, 2
?._E.ﬁ preschool system, also proved invaluable to the poor. The number of poor fell dramatically between
1965 and 1970 as Social Security, health, and welfare payments more than doubled. When the federal govern-

ment cut the last of the War on Poverty programs in the 1980s, poverty escalated.?

WAGNETIZATION OF THE BORDER

A pepulation boom in Mexico tossed millions into Mexico’s L
1550, Mexico had a population of 25.8 miliion; it jumped to 34.9 million 10 years later and was rushing toward

50 million by the end of the 1960s. Driving this increase was the fersility rate of Mexican women, which

increased from an average of 1.75 percent in 1922-193% 10 2.25 percent in 1939-1946 and to 6.8 percent in
(GNP} in Latin America, but it did not

the late 1950s. Mexico had the fastest-growing gross national product
offset this increase in population.
The termination of the bracero (guest worker) program in 19

abor pool, thus intensifying the push factors. In

64 worsened Mexico’s economic plight,

 drastically cutting remittances sent by the migrant workers to their families at home, Mexico's economy simply

g .
could not absorb its inereasing population. Matters worsened with a decline of ruralism, caused in part by
mmnaféﬁnr&mmwunmamaa:mmﬁma.

mechanization and the growing commercialization of Mexican
ing underemployed and unemployed

The wartime economy, the Civil Rights movement, and the youth culture temporarily
disteacted the commen Euro-American citizens so that the heavy migration of undocumented workers went
and the nation’s racist, nativist tendencies remained dormant.

] to keep the border poreus, ensuring a contin-
“runaway shop” took form. Simply said,
al privileges and

. In the United States, growers pressured the border patro
ual flood of workers. In this context the phenomenon known as the
Mexico became the destination for Nozrth American multinational businesses w enjoy speck
explot loopholes provided by law in the United States. The Customns Simplification Act of 1956 allowed the
ok would then be returned to the United States for finishing. Congress
broadened this provision in 1963 te include items such as apparel and toys. These runaway shops located along
the border cut down. on transportation and labor costs. Understandably, U.S. labor opposed these loopholes,
but it Jacked sufficient power to stop the flow of jobs out of the United States.

Mexico agreed to the Berder Industrialization Program (BIP), waiving duties and regulations on the
import of raw materials and relaxing restrictions on foreign capital within 12.5 miles of the border (this area has

Chapter 13 - Goodbye America: The Chicano in the 1960s
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continuously been expanded); 100 percent of the finished products were te be exported out of the ¢

50 percent of the labor force was to consist of Mexicans. In 1966, 20 BIP plants operated along the WMME and
number increased to 120 in 1970 and to 476 in 1976, The so-called maguiladoras {assembly plants) amamn.uﬁ
Geate

jobs (20,327 in 1970) but did not relieve Mexico’s unemployment problem. Owrners paid the RBIp
more than 70 percent of whom were women, minimum Mexican wages. North American employers
security, and the maquiladoras could move at the owners’ whim., Furthermore, the BIP left relatively
in Mexico. Like the bracero program, the border prograr increased Mexdican dependence on the Uy,

workforge,
82venioh .
Litds capieg
ited Stageg

The immigration Act of 1965

Journalist Theodore White said that the 1965 Amendment to the Imrnigration Act “was noble,
and probably the most thoughtless of the many acts of the Great Society”® The act chan
policy: basis for admitting immigrants shifted from national origin to farnily preference; those already having
family in the United States would be given higher quota preferences. At the time, e
Burepezns to be the main applicants; thus, there was no problem.

The national-crigin system of immigration of the 19205 had shielded the United States against the m.mm..
immigration.of Poles, Italians, Stavs, and Eastern Buropean Jews. From 1930 to 1960, about 80 percent of U3,

immigrants came from European countries or Canada. The 1965 act opened the country to other races and- -

ethaic peaples, specifically Asfans. (Improved conditions in Western Europe had made the United States less of
an attraction to European peoples, and few applied.) During the first years of the act, not oo many Burg.
Americans were concerned, because those applying were highly educated Latin Americans and Asians, Liberals
such as Senator Edward Kennedy had sponsored the legislation because they wanted to correct the past
injustice of excluding Asians from legal entry. Before the act there had been no quota for Latin Americans;
however, the trade-off for taking the exclusion of Asians off the books was the placing of Latin Americans mum
Canadians on a quota systern. The law specified that 170,000 immigrants from the Eastern Hemisphere and
120,000 from the Western could enter annually. Untll the act, Mexico had been the principal source of Latin
American immigration; the new law put a cap of 40,000 from any one nation.™ )

Mexican American Reaction to Nativism

During the 19505 Mexican American organizations had supported restricting undocumented workers and
had encouraged the government to exclude undecumented Mexicans. Organizations such as the American
G.L Forum and LULAC gave the federal government almost unconditional support. Trade unions support-
ing this restrictionist policy rationalized that the exclusion of the Mexican national was niecessary 10 cut
unfair labor competition with Mexican American znd other 1.5.-based workers. Even 50, Mexican
American organizations had become distressed about the gross human rights abuses, and pro-foreign-born
groups concerned with human rights flourished ameng Latinos. Immigration, however, was not a priority
issue among Mexican Americans in 1965. .

Yet, the cumulative experiences of cld-time activists made some weary about the renewal of racist

nativism. La Hermandad Mexicana Nacional (the Mexican National Brotherhood), based out of the San

Diego arez and established in 1951, reflected the tradition of the Committee for the Protection of
the Foreign-Born, During the 1960s, Hermandad joined hands with Bert Corona, then the driving force
behind MAPA. Corona correctly assumed that, with the passage of the 1965 Imrmigration Act, there would
be a recurrence of the nativism of the 1950s. With Soledad “Cole” Alatorre, an 1A, labor organizer, and
Joan Mariscal and Estella Garcia, arhong others, Corona cpened 2 Hermandad office in Los Angeles to
protect the constitutional rights of workers without papers. Hermandad fanctioned like & mutwalista of
old, offering self-help services. It then opened additional centers known as Centro de Accidn Social
Autdnoma (CASA). At the height of its influence, CASA had 4,000 members. Both Corona and Alatorre
were also very active in other aspects of the Chicano political life of the time, and their influence would be

felt through the next three decades. In fact, CASA created the progressive template for the protection of
the foreign-born,*

ngo_ﬁmog.l.”
ged immigratiog

legislators expected

the Road to belano

For w._mﬂﬁ César Chavez began the Chicano Movement. Chdvez and the farmworkers gave Chicanos a cause,
%.n@cpwv and & national space to claim their presence in the country’s Civil Rights movement. * On
wRB,UmH. 8, 1965, the Filipinos in the Agricaltural Workers Organizing Committee (AWOC) struck the
grape GrOWErS of the Delano area in the San Joaquin Valley. The Di Giorgio Corporation led the growers. On
; mu.wnmm&mn 18, the National Farm Workers Association (NFWA) voted to join the Filipino, The end of the
bracero program in late 1964 had significantly strengthened the union’s position. The strike itseif dragged on
for years, during which time its dramaiic events and the brutality of many of the growers attracted millions of
son-Chicana supporters. Chdvez's strategy was to maintein the union’s moral authority by empleying civil
Jisobedience and fasts to call attention to the causa (cause), following the example of Mohandas Gandhi and
¢ Rev. Martin Luther King, The strategy of civil disobedience was to actively refuse to obey unjust laws and
- fajunctions. César frequently went 1o jail and would fast in order to rally his supporters.®
: Born in Yuma, Arizona, in 1927, César Chévez spent his childhood as a migrant worker. In the 1940s, he
moved to San José, California, where he married Helen Fabela. In San José Chivez met Father Donald
McDonnell, who tutored him in Rerum Novarurm, Pope Leo XIII's encyclical supporting labor unions and
social justice. Chévez met Fred Ross of the CSO and became an organizer for the CS50, learning grassrocts
“prgznizing methods. He went on 1o become the general director of the national CSO, but in 1962, he resigned
2nd moved 1o Delano, where he organized the NFWA.
Chévez carefully selected a loyal cadre of proven organizers, such as Dolores Huerta and Gil Padilla,
. whom he kad met in the CSO. Huerta was born Dolores Fernédndez in a mining town in New Mexico in 1930.
'She was a third-generation Mexican American, and her father was 2 miner and seasonal beet worker, When
hér parents divorced, Huerta's mother and siblings moved to Stockton, California, where her mother worked
-pight shift in a canmery. Huerta was also 2 CSO organizer; it was there that she met César Chévez, whom she
ioined in forming the NFWA.>
: By the middle of 1964, the NFWA was self-supporting; a year later, the unicn had some 1,700 members,
‘- Volunteers, fresh from civil rights activities in the South, joined the NFWA at Delano. Protestant groups
* inspired by the Civil Rights movement championed the workers’ cause. A minerity of Catholic priests, influ-
enced by the second Vatican Council, joined Chévez.”® Buro-American labor belatedly joined the cause. In
. Chivez’s favor was the growing number of Chicano workers living in the United States. The changing times
allowed Chivez to make the farmworkers’ movement a crusade,
! The most effective strategy was the boycott. The NFWA urged supporters not to buy Schenley products
- or Di Glorgio grapes. The first breakthrough came in 1966 when the Schenley Corporation signed a contract
. with the union. The next opponent was the Di Giorgio Corporation, one of the largest grape growers in the
. gentral valley. In April 1966, owner Robert Di Giorgio unexpectedly announced that he would allow his
workers at Sierra Vista to vote on whether the farmworkers wanted a union. However, Di Glorgio did not act
in good faith, and his agents set out to intimidate the workers.

Di Giorgic invited the Teamsters to compete with and thus break the NFWA. Di Giorgio held a series of
. fraudulent elections certifying the Teamsters as the bargaining agent. The NFWA pressured Governer Edmund
. G.Brown, 5r., to investigate the elections. Brown needed the Chicano vote, as well as that of liberals who were

committed to the farmworkers. The governor’s investigator recommended a new election, and the date was set

for August 30, 1966. Di Giorgio red-baited the union and carried on an active campaign that drained the union’s
 financial resources. This forced Chavez to reluctantly apply for affiliation in the American Federation of Labor
and form the United Farm Workers Organizing Committee (UFWOC), which won the election—573 votes to
the Teamnsters’ 425. Field workers voted 530 to 331 in favor of the UFWOC.,

In 1967, the UFWOC targeted the Giumarra Vineyards Corporation (the largest producer of table
grapes in the United States), boycotting all California table grapes. The result was a significant decline in
grape sales. In fune 1570, when the strike was approaching its fifth year, a group of Coachella Valley growers
agreed to sign contracts. Victories in the San Joaguin Valley and other areas followed.

After the victory in grape industry, the union turned to the lettuce fields of the Salinas Valley; growers of
the area were among the most powerful in the state. During July 1970, the Growers-Shippers Association. and

=g
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2% of the largest growers in the valley entered into negotiations with the Teamsters. Ag
truckers’ union in Salinas were worse than sweetheart contracts. (A sweetheart contract is one made

collusion between management and labor representatives containing terms beneficial to managemeny
and.

detrimental to union workers.} The contracts provided no job security, no seniority rights, no hiring hay , 4
» 2y

no protection against pesticides.
By August 1970, marty workers refused to abide by the Teamster contracts, and 5,000 .
3 000 worke: »
off the _.nnEnn fields. ..Hrm growers launched a campaign of violence. Thugs beat Jerry Cohen, o vl
Hméaw into unconsciousness. On December 4, 1970, Judge Gordon Campbell of Monterey County iafeq’
Chavez for E?m.:mm to .ov&\ an injunction and held him without beil. This arbitrary action gave the | Jjaled
the needed publicity; dignitaries visited Chévez in jall. On the face of mounting pressure, authorities Teleased

the GFWOC sole jurisdiction.™

him on Christmas Eve, By the spring of 1971, Chévez and the Teamsters had signed an agreement thy; e

La Casita Farms Corporation Sirike of 1986 and the Aftershocks

Texas remained a union: organizer’s nightmare. South Texass long border ensured growers® access 1o a
constant and zbundant supply of cheap labor. The Texas Rangers, the local courts, and right-to-work Jaws

gave growers almost an insurmountable advantage. However, the Chdvez movement in California and the -

growing militancy after the 1963 Crystal City takeover influenced the Texas farmworkers, resulting in ty
1966-1967 strikes. Eugene Nelson (who had been with Chavez in California), Margil Sénchez, mum hcn.n
Galvén formed the Independent Workers Association {IWA) in May 1966. Tn June, IWA members voted ”“
aifiliate with the NFWA and the UFWOC. More than 400 workers voted to strike the melon growers of Stary
County on June 1, 1966, From the beginning, it was a violent strike, with the Texas Rangers under Captaj
A. Y. Allee Jr. spreading a reign of terror.% T
) In the concluding days of June 1967, strikers took cut oz a march from Ric Grande City to Austin,
s&_n@ ended on Tabor Day. Over 15,000 people joined the march in its final days, with thousands Eonm
greeting the marchers as they made their way to Corpus Christi, to $an Antonio, and then to Austin the
capitol of Texas. Not wanting to meet the marchers in the state capitol, Governor John Conrally, wwm&ﬁww of
the House Ben Barnes, and Attorney General Waggoner Carr had met the marchers in New Braunfels in
August. Connally, whe favored agribusiness, tried unsuccessfully to dissuade them from entering the capitol,
Tens of thousands of supporters converged on the Texas state capitol. César Chévez and U.S. Senator WEE.M
Yarborough participated,* .
] After this action, the marchers wound their way through Starr and Hidalgo Counties. At the Roma Bridge
in Starr County, they tried to take control of the bridge to stop the recruitment of undocumented workers k

break the strike. Texas Rangers then made mass arrests. On Septernber 30, 1967, 2 hurricane destroyed the citrus .

crop, depressing labor conditions and ending all hope of success. Chavez pulled back, saying that the strike had

been premature in Texas. Chévez did not have the liberal support that the farmworkers had had in California % -

Moreover, Texas growers were not as vulnerable to 2 secondary boycott. Chéver left Antonio Orendain, 37, in
charge of membership and placement services in Texas. The strike was supported by Archbishop Robert Lucey
of San Antonic, and the Congressional Hearings drew attention to the Third World-Jike conditions in the Valley.
Throughout the strike, the Rangers and the state bureancratic establishment favored the growers. -

Inspired by the campesino {farmworker) movement in Californiz, and more directly by the events in
Texas such as the takeaver of Crystal City in 1963, Chiceno activism increased in the Midwest during the
secor:d half of the 1960s. Twenty-two-year-old Jests Salas, a native of Crystal City, Texas, led Texas-Mexican
cucurmber workers in Wisconsin. In January 1967, Salas organized an independent farmworkers’ union

called Obreros Unidos (United Workers) of Wisconsin. The organization remained active throughout that -

year and the next and published La Vez del Pueblo. Financial difficulties and the loss of support of the
AFL~CIO led to the end of Obreros Unidos in 1970.5°

?H_n.gmmu c.mnn_ more migrant workers than any other northern state. Led by Rubén Alfaro—a barber
from Lansing-—migrants, labor, and students from Michigan State marched on to Governor George Romney,

hoping to get a commitment from him to support their crusade and veto any legislation that would “take away |

TECIEnLS signed with 5 .
througt,

a mmnufo%n.n :

the boyeor

| codes.

¥ Committee (FLOC) signed 22 contracts with small growers.
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‘he human dignity of the migrant workers . . . ” Michigan attracted more than 100,000 migrants during the
avest season. Romney refused to tzke a stand. The migrants were supported by the AFL~CIO “in their
*rusade fox better pay; housing, medical care and education for the migrants’ children.” Alfaro garnered the
support of César Chavez and the United Farm Workers (UFW), and of U.S. Senator Rebert E Kennedy, who
sent a telegram that ended with. the words “Viva La Causa!” They marched from Saginaw to Lansing, announc-
“Governor, our feet are sore . . . Some of us have walked more than 70 miles to tell you about our
» and handed the Lt. Governor their petition. A news reperter described the scene:

They held American and Mexican flags, and banners depicting the Virgin of Guadalupe—revered
saint of Mexico. Hand-lettered signs carried such slagans as “Viva La Causa,” “Human Dignity for
Migrant Workers™ and “Chicken Coops are for the Bird "4

In 1967 in Ohio, Mexican farmworkers demanded better wages and enforcement of health and housing
Some 18,000-20,000 Mexicans worked in Wallace County, Ohio, and throughout the tomato belt that
encircled northwest Ohio, southern Michigan, and northern Indiana. Hunt, Campbell Soup, Libby, McNeil,

i Viasic, and Heinz controlled production. Baldemar Veldsquez, 21, and his father organized 2 march in 1968

o Leipsic, Ohio, to the Libby tomato plant and a fater march to the Campbell Soup plant. They established

a newspaper, Nuestra Lucha (Our Struggle), and a weckly radio program. In 1968, the Farm Labor Crganizing
55

Meanwhile, in the Pacific Northwest La Raza was mobilizing against economic injustices. During the

 peak of the harvesting season, as many as 25,000 migrant Mexicans resided in the state of Washington.

Migrant children attended only 21 weeks of school, and the Washington Citizens fox Migrant Affairs pointed

~ out that the migrant family had a median of five years of education. The heart of the migrant community was
“ in the agriculturally rich Yakima Valley, where in 1963 the Yakima Valley Council for Comrmunity Action
L. (YVCCA) was organized to coordinate War on Poverty programs. The next year, Tomds Villanueva and
' Guadalupe Gamboa frorm Yakima Valley College, traveled to California where they met with César Chévez.

Subsequently, in 1967 Villanueva helped organize the first Chicano activist crganization in Washington. The

* Mexican American Federation was organized that year in Yakima, to advocate for community development
* and political empowerment in the Yakima Valley. ITn May 1967, Big Bend Community College raised expecta-

tions by receiving a $500,000 grant for the basic education of 200 migrants.%

_ The Read to Brown Power

- In 1968, 91 percent of the students enrolled in institutions of higher learning in the United States were white,
I 6 percent were African American, and just less than 2 percent were Latinos; probably less than half that number

*. were of Mexican origin. Chicanos did not begin to enrcll in college in significant numbers until after 1968
¢ follewing the schocl walkouts in Californiz and Texas. What set them apart from other students was that most,
* if not all, were from working-class families and first-generation college students. The Chicano student revolt
. beginning in that year challenged and rattled the tactics of middle-class Mexican American organizations.

The first challenge to the old guard hy Chicano students came from Texas, where students organized in

% Kingsville at Texxas A&T University in 1964. José Angel Guiiérrez, Ambriocia Meléndez, and Gabriel Tafoya,
- among others, formed the A&I student group, focusing on the usual issues of admission discrimination,

segregated dorms, and poor housing. Organizers emphasized forging a Mexican student community in order
io develop broader political power among the Mexican student community as a whole. In 1964, A&I Mexican

. students attended the PASO state converntion, where they met Mexican students from Austin who had similar

goals. The students successfully lowered the eligibility age for PASO membership from 21 ta 18.5

Tejano students forrned MAYO at 5t. Mary’s College in San Antonic in 1967. They had been energized by
PASOs 1963 Crystal City takeover. It was PASC's invelvement in La Casita Farms Corporation strike of 1966 in
the Rio Grande Valley that Tejanc historian David Montejano calls the catalyst for the Chicano Movement in
Texas—especially for Mexican American students from Texas A&T and future MAYO leaders throughout
the state. Tt was in: the heat of the Casitas strike in the spring of 1967 that MAYO was formed in San Antonio. The
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MWMMM.@E included José Angel Gutiérrez, Nacho Pérez, Mario Compedn, and Willie Velss
s were graduate students ar St. Mary’s College; they were well aware of Student Nonvi

M%%ﬂz% (SNCC), strategies of its leader Stokely Carmichael, the Students for a Uﬂsoﬂ,wmw ﬁmo,u.oﬁ_.bmmnm
ort Huron statement. MAYO played an pivotal role in bringing about civil rights WMM Mwadmr

Ameri .
ericans and developed 2 master plan to takeover boards of education and city councils throughg e
ut

exas, Soon after its formation, other unjversity and high school students started MAYOQ chapters mosg
Y asa.

result of planned high school walkouss beginning in the spring of 1968 and extending into the 1970s

egy was to build a cadre of organizers using charismati - The strgy. -
> ! g tic leaders from the vari isto -
b . . g ous school districts an :
eachheads in the campaign to seize political control. As the more than three dozen schocl Sarommm s.wmhw.
Tocked

MMMMMH“E” mww .ﬂgmm _Om& chapters, which attracted Chicanas such as Choco Meza, Rosie Castr ;

! ante, Viviana Santiage, and Luz Bazan Gutidrrez who played leadership roles and helped b o Jania
in MAYO and Fwna in La Raza Unida (the United Race) Party.5 Fecuides
ids %M%m‘m differed from Kmﬁ.nmu American student organizations in California.
HmeJm ; s there were few O.Enmmo college students in California and elsewhere in the
msmﬁmmuwswwﬂmwzmm wMMmHHMamv had 2 larger number of second-, third- and fourth-generation stude

ge, » there were about 1,030 Chicano stud 5 o
o lle 964 : ents, or 25 percent of the totel st
w MMM __wWHm nmﬁ a significant number, but in relation to California or Colorado, fo adkne bods
GWHNE Mwmw”,m MMU m“n%amﬁ.u <.m:@ State (now California State Unjversity at Northridge} had less than a doz
. ant discrimination and enforced social constraints unifi d Chi 5
- : : n 2 ed Chicanos at Texas A&I, o]
Mmopmﬂﬂwomﬁmf united, &Q m.oﬂaﬁmn_ together, eventually forming informal netwerks, This mma;o:uw
Calife Vi mm: p..ﬁ o.EQ. universities, where racism encouraged group organizing : 2 comts
alf omﬁm EEEMoE favored a dispersion of Mexican students until about 1967.5
e mozmwz MMn NM n_mm_mzmm came m.an Californis, where Mexican American youth were the most urbanized i
R us were subject 8. fewer institutional and social consiraints, When California omH
R %MW%E?MMJ\MMMMWEMM\ did not have to deal with large entrenched organizations such w.m the
L - Hlowever, the black and white radical stud.
farnrworkers movements around itici 15, They Estoned g et po 88
them politicized Californiz students. They 1i i :
e : ; : z s. They listened te radio bread
‘ %Mmm“mw\ H%n_M_n of %Wm_ Eoﬁm. By the mid-1960s, youth in California had become more vomﬁm“mw
4 use of the national youth revolutio i i
itself had pushed educationai issues to the forefront e pary besaise he Mevican Amesican moveren
m H_rm — - . . ) - -
Angelr Mo Emmm zw”w_ﬂ W%mwmwﬁmowwd gm,munmmoﬁm:u WM@Q filtering into the colleges. That year, studants at Bast Los
: g1 ed the Mexican American Student Associa
pr d the atfon (MASA) and on May 13, 1967,
az.».mnw mmw,.ww BnW.H Loyola ﬂ:i@.ﬂ% (Los Angeles) and founded the United Mexcan gnwmnmw“ Students
ol mew Ems,mnm : Tmmw“mwmﬂﬂ.» college students; most were the children of immigrants.” On December
R » e second general UMAS conference was held at the Universi i
67 ! AS co : versity of Southern California c 2

N MNMMMMM o.m QH_MN:..Q students identifled with the UFW; its successes and tribulations becarme Emmﬂd&

on cam onw.n HNM mw“m aﬁﬁ _&.m E.mnw student movement and the SDS. By the spring of 1969, Chicano nommmm

o e Tz - were beginning to m.wﬂmm& throughout California. Priority issues included public educa-

. _mmH 5 Hﬂmnmwa\mmv Mexican American studies programs, and the Vietnam War. Speakers such as C
onzales” and Reies Lopez Tiferina™ added 1o the momenturm. s oy

ﬂ:nmonémwmww WEMMHMMM._MMMUNMWMO student associations formed throughout the country—in places like

N \ n i, i

om campos s o o s und m Mic west~—in large part n.._ozqmﬁm by the UFW boycott and the alienation

mpes: ! : 0 Gutiérrez, who had been with the grape boyeott since 1955 and a student at

o o N.ENNMMEMM\H mewwummmv along with graduate student Miguel Montiel, led the Mexican American

g 1 (B . Barly members included Marfa R i isti

> ion (1 ym 2 Rose Garrido and Christine Marin.

wMMMMH strong M:a sﬂ.r Gustavo Gutiérrez and the Arizona Farm. In 1967, in Tucson, EoMmEWmﬁwwoﬂ

pelde EM<M%»M.W mnw 5”9 & strong sense of justice and identification with the Civi) Rights, mﬁwimn and
whee peemen w M»amnﬁw.& the Mexican American Liberation Committee at the University of E.W,oum
1ted Rad] Grijalva, Isabel Garcfa, and Guadalupe Castillo, who wers high school students; mﬁ.

committee NQcOnmﬁmﬂ ULM..H—WC.NH and Mexd
’ €xican UH—Hﬂ i i i i i
; ; P A» u..‘ ure Qmmmmw. This organization evolved into the Mexican
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;. In New Mexico, students at Highlands University organized to demand the end of the suppression of
spanish, history classes that reflected the Mexican American experience, more Mexican American teachers, and
chool counseling programs. By 1968 the protests were taking place against the schools at Albuquerque,
Las Vegas, Espafiola, Portales Rosewell, and Santa Fe. That year the Brown Berets and the Black Berets began
ating in Albuguerque. The same year in the northern part of the state, El Grito del Norte began publica-
75 pAlso MAYA (later the Chicanc Youth Association) began to appear on campuses. Meanwhile, small
of Chicano students began filtering into the colleges of the Pacific Northwest and Midwest.

oper

”.-_._m Making of a Movement .
-1 California and elsewhere the Educational Opportunity Program (EOP) gave Chicanas and Chicanos a

tremendous boost; as mentioned, before 1968 colleges could count the number of Chicano students in the
Jozens. For the first time, many received financial aid and were recruited to go to college—much the same way
a5 athletes were. The added presence of Chicano youth on campuses nurtured the considerable discontent

" festering in the barrios themselves. On the campuses and in the barrios, the injustice of the Vietnam War took on

" an added air of vrgency. As mentioned, many white and black students were from middle-class backgrounds

* and thus were very much involved with the Civil Rights and antiwar movements. Many of the white student rad-

. 1cals were red diaper babies, that is their parents had been involved in radical politics; many African-American
students had been involved through their churches. The political mvolvement of Chicano students was new.

The Vietnam War split many Mexican American organizations with those opposing the war being

" accused of unpatriotic motives and even cowardliness. In California in 1966, largely through the work of peace

activists, the MAPA executive board passed a resclution condemning the war in Viemam. In Texas, Chicano
public leaders such as Commissioner Albert Pefia Jr., State Senator Joe Bernal, Representative Henry B.
Gonzilez, and Archbishop Robert Lucey opposed the war by 1967, although Hector Garcia of the G.I Forum
continued to support LB, sending representatives to the airport to greet the coffins of dead Mexican Americans.

As with the movement as a whole, the 19608 veteranos/veteranas worked alongside recent converts and
aided the socialization process. Dolores Huerta became vice president of the UFW, while East Los Angeles
Chicana activists like Julia Luna Mount and her sister Celia Luna de Rodriguez, active since the 1930s, continued
working for social change. Luna de Rodriguez, a key organizer in the Barric Defense Committee, spoke out
against police abuse. Julia Luna Mount, active in the 40th Assembly District chapter of MAPA, often criticized
MAPA leadership. Julia was a driving force in the antiwar movement even before the mid-1960s. She unsuccess-
fully ran for the Los Angeles School Board in 1967, 2nd was a founding mentber of the Peace and Freedom Party.
Her daughter Tania was a leader in the 1968 East L.A. school walkouts,”®

The Formation of Core Groups

Beginning in 1963, the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission—staffed by Richard Villalobos, Mike
Durén, and others—sponsored annual Chicano junior high and high school student conferences, which pushed
identity politics. The commission conducted seminars and invited speakers to motivate student leaders. At these
sessions, students not only discussed identity but also compared the grievances they had against their schools.
For example, Chicanos had an over 50 percent high school dropout rate: 53.8 percent of Chicanos dropped out
at Garfield and 47.5 at Roosevelt, Many of the seminar participants went on o become leaders in the 1968
student walkouts. High school students such as Vicki Castro, Jorge Licdn, John Ortiz, David Sdnchez, Rachel
Ochoa, and Moctesuma Esparza attended the 1966 conference at Camp Hess Kramer, spensored by the County
Human Relations Commission. These students formed the Young Citizens for Community Action (YCCA) in
May 1966. In 1967, the Yowng Citizens worked for the election of Julian Nava to the Los Angeles School Board.
Student leader David Sdnchez was recruited to go to Father John B. Luce’s Secial Action Training Center
at the Church of the Epiphany (Episcopal) in Lincoln Heights. The center was associated with the C50. Luce
introduced Sanches to Richard Alatorre, a staff member of the Los Angeles Community Services Program,
wheo helped him get an appoiniment to the Mayor’s Youth Council. Moctesuma Esparza, another veteran of the
Hess Kramer conference, was also a member. Meanwhile, other members of the Youth Council became more
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potiticized by the Training Center, and by meeting people like César Chédvez. This transitic
name change of their organization to the Young Chicanos for Community Action.

Also emerging from the Church of the Epiphany’s advocacy efforts was the La Raza {The Race. .
People) newspaper, founded by Eleazar Risco, a Cuban national. Risco had helped publish g1 ﬁn%v 9...?
farewvorker newspaper. Risco arrived in Los Angeles in 1967 to help organize a grape boycott and 5 o, the
ward formed the Barrio Communications Project. Although it had 2 populist flaver, L2 Raza had 4 Mon mwm.
on barrie issues.”” Father Luce’s Social Action Training Center attracted other activists, such as Lin, e won.&
Teen Post director Carlos Montes, oln Heighs

T is wnmmﬂ&. g

The East L.A. Walkouts

By the 1968—1969 academic year, Latino students in East Los Angeles made up 96 percent of Garfieid py:, -
School, 83 percent of Roosevelt, 89 percent of Linceln, 76 percent of Wilson, and 59 percent of wnwdmrmr :
Sal Castro, a teacher at Lincoln High School, was well known among students, helped them articulate ﬁﬂnu.r
discontent. As early as September 1967, Castro spoke to students at the Piranya Coffee House (which the wnm:.
had established in October 1967), about the failure of the schools to provide quality education, access to 9& .
Tatest college prep courses, and counseling. By early 1968, the group formed the Brown Berets, led by Da M
Sanchez. Their goal was to put an end to the discrimination and other injustices suffered by Chicane uE%HMm
Meanwhile, the Los Angeles sheriff”s department harassed them: consequently, the Berets led nmﬂosmﬁmmouw
against the police. Sénchez was arrested at a February 20, 1968 demonstration, following which he spent 60 da
at Wayside Maximum-Security facility. "
Meanwhile, high school and college students held strategy sessions and discussions on, the blowout {walk-
out}. As a result of Castro’s involvernent, the students articulated clear demands. Castro, during the plannin,
stages of the blowouts, worked very closely with UMAS students who were a bridge to the high school wEamuﬁwm,
Castro had been in trouble at Belmont High in 1963, when he encouraged Mexican-crigin students to
form a slate and run for student government. When the slate worn, administrators accused Castro of being
divisive for telling the students to say a couple of words in Spanish—as John F. Kennedy had done at Olvera
Street during his presidential campaign, The transfer of Castro from Belmont to Lincoln High had caused .
community uproar. School officials thought that Castro and not the schools were the problem.
In March 1968, nearly 10,000 Chicano students walked out of five Los Angeles high schools—Lineoln,
Roosevelt, Garfield, Wilson, and Belmont-—following their example, students at Jefferson, a predominately
black school, also walked out, Although high school students formed the core of the walkouts, Chicana college
students like Vicki Castro from California State University, Los Angeles, and Rosalinda Méndex (later
Gonzilez) from Occidental College, as well as the leadership of UMAS chapters also provided leadership. Tanyz
Luna Mount, a student organizer at Roosevelt High $School and a junior, encouraged her fellow students o
boycott; she witnessed and wrote about the senseless overreaction of police. Paula Cristéstoma, a senior at
Lincoln High, who had previously attended the Camp Hess Kramer Youth Confersnce, and Margarita Mita
Cuardn, 2 sophomore at Gartleld High School urged students to walk out. Police targeted the Brown Berets,
who were present only for security, using them as a pretext to brutally suppress the walkout participants. {One -~
of the _mmmma, Moctesuma Esparza, produced a film, Walkout (2006), memorializing the events.)’® .
Frior to the walkout, the school system had pushed out more than 50 percent of the Chicano high school
studerits, through either expulsion or transfers to other schools. Fastside schools were overcrowded and run-
down compared with Eurc-American and black scheols. The students demanded racist teachers to be removed, -
charging that school authorities had implemented a curricuium that purposely obscured the Chicanos’ culrure
and programed students to be content with low-skilled jobs. In 1967, only 3 percent of the teachers and 1.3 per-
cent of administrators had Spanish surnames, and many of these were white women married to Latinos, Whites
made up 78 percent of the teachers, 91.4 percent of the administrators, and 54 percent of the students—more
than 20 percent of the students were Latinos. Chicano community leaders and supporters formed the
Educational Issues Coordinating Committee (EICC) to defend the students and to follow up on their demands.
. Ttwas memn that sheriifs’ deputies and police had overreacted and treated the protests as insurrections.
Palice zuthorities wanted to make an example of Mexican Americans and contrel and subjugate them. Many

Chapter 13 + Goodbye America: The Chicane in the

. 1sts were caught Dy surprise; however, moderates began to question the fairness of the justice system
unw were redicalized by the events. They were moved by Sal Castro, who said he had walked out with his
wﬂ. Jents, because in good conscience he could not remain inside the school, because the demands of his
dents were legitimate.” .

* On June 2, 1968, 2 Los Angeles grand jury indicted Castro and other activists on charges that Included
spiracy to commit misdemeanors. (After two years of appeals, the courts found the counts unconstitu-
B onpc.mo The California Department of Education attempted to revoke Castro’s credentials, and he was
subject 10 frequent and arbitrary administrative transfers. Meanwhile, on September 1968, mmi& thousand
protesters: led by the EICC, marched in front of Linceln High School, demanding Castro's reinstatement to

“ncoln. During these confrontations, unexpected help came from the presidential campaign of Robert
Kennedy, who met with Chicangc leeders. Kennedy had enlightened Chicanas such as Lupe Anguiano and
Polly Baca on his campaign staff, and ke was one of the few politicos of amy race to reach cut to youth. 8

Cchicanalo Student Militancy Spreads

.,:um Los Angeles wallkouts, because of the size of the blowouts and the location, called national attention to
the Chicanos’ plight in education, and encouraged other walkouts throughout the Southwest and the
Midwest. On March 20, 1968, students walked out of classes at Denver’s West Side High School. They made
Jemands for Mexican teachers, counselors, and courses, as well as for better facilities. Twenty-five people
were arrested, including Corky Gonzales. . )

The perfect storm hit Texas as more than 39 separate walkouts of studenis hit Texas. As mentioned,
MAYO agitated throughout Texas from the spring of 1968 through the early 1970s. The first walkout in Texas

- ocerrred at Lanier High School in San Antonic on April 9, 1968. The student council elections triggered the

wrike when teachers did not approve the nominees and suspended student council member Elida Aguilar for
insubordination. Willie Veldsquez of MAYQ, persuaded the students to form a coordinating committee and to

 incorporate larger concerns into their demands. Seven hundred students walked out demanding more academic
* courses, the right to speak Spanish and more democracy. More pungent was the students’ demand for Mexican
’ American history and culture classes. The importance of the walkouts was that it generated considerable com-
. munity support. Among early supporters were the Neighborhood Youth Corp, the Bishops Committee for

Spanish Speaking, State Senator foe Bernal, County Commissioner Albertc Pefia, and Councilman Felix

" Trevifio.®? Pefia received a standing ovation when he said “We're handicapped because we have an educational
 systemn that doesn’t understand bilingual students.

83

On May 16, students rose once again against racist administrators. A young Willie Veldsquez—then a

" graduate student at St. Mary’s University, and later an activist who would earn a national reputation—
“ exhorted the students:

With the education you get at Edgewood, most of you are going to wind up either in Vietnam-or as
a ditchdigger . . . At Jefferson, Alamo Heights or Lee, there is a chance that you'll go to college, But
85 per cent of you will not go—380 a week is the most you will earn the rest of your life. .. Teil
Stemhavser this is the problem.”™ )

. "The walkout was 80 percent effective. The students ended the boycott on Sunday, May 19, to show that they
. were not walking out on education.?” Fundamental to the strike was the district’s inability to attvact qualified

teachers. The all-Mexican dgewood bigh spent $356 per student annually versus $594 at Alamo Heights

o bt which was predominately white. On June 30, Demetro Rodriguez, Martin Canti, Reynaldo Castafiono, and

Alberta $nid filed a suit against San Antonio in the Federal District Court citing the inequality in funding.®
Meanwhile, MAYO based its campaign on a brand of Tejane nationalism calculated to take political
control of South Texas. Tejano nationatism was based on the Texas experience: 2 blend of Mexican history, fam-
ily values, Tejano music, and the Spanish language.” The next stepping stone was at Edouch-Elsa High (and

- middle) school in Hidalgo Gounty. This was the first strike in the rural Rio Grande Valley. Chicano students

there suffered nurmerous indignities. By mid-October 1968, students and parents had begun informal meet-
ings, with a few MAYQ members, VISTA volunteers, and PASO members in attendance. The chair was Jests
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Ramirez, a MAYO member. It was supported by State Senator Joe Bernal, and Dir. Hector Garcia,

officials Eﬂm.mmaa the local police and reported the walkout to county sheriffs, who arrested the waik,
mam.whmmbsg.@ the superintendent suspended 168 students for three days.® Here again students oot lead-
the “No Spanish” rule and wanted classes on Mexican American contributions to Texas history. T
nmmﬁwwnmn_ courses and counseling that would prepere them for college. They demanded an end to
tion. .S&ab the students were expelled, the recently organized Mexican American Legal
Education Fund (MALDEF) flled 2 suit, and hoard policy was ruled unconstitutional.>®

he students
diseriming..

According to José Angel Gutiérrez, MAYO led or participated in at least 39 walkouts before Eo. .

December Em.u Crystal City walkout, Beachheads were established at these venues with local M

members leading walkouts in communities where they grew up. The walkouts hit a common ne o
many of the mﬂm:m ﬂmbmmma with. They demanded the right to speak Spanish, the right to Hmmqu mnw&ﬁ
Mexican American history, the right to ger 4 quality education, and schools that were free of &mmibﬁzmmoﬁ
The wallouts made them a movement—it had brought to the surface the community’s moral outraee o

‘m_mmi._mao on K‘&H 3, 1970, Chicano students walked out of Delanc Joint Union High School Em: g

mezﬁ <N..Eww of California. Protest was centered on the denjal of a Chicano speaker at an assembly. On ?M m_.wu
police encircled the school. The walkout Tasted till the end of the school year. Police arrested the E.mﬁ.m mw .
they attempted to enter graduation ceremonies; protesters were beaten up and dragged into padded wa MH\., mum
The perfect storm, which spread throughout the Southwest, hed a tremendous fmpact on the wﬂ.mnw . :
many of the students remained activists and went on to receive higher education. Fn

The Brown Berets and White Angst

The group causing the maximum overreaction from police authorities was the Brown Berets. Law enforcerment
mﬁﬁoﬁdm& »mn.Em_.:a believed that the Brown Berets were capable of overthrowing the government. The police
and sheriff’s departments in Los Angeles abandoned reason in harassing, mnﬁwﬁmmmmmw and Humnmmncm.%n the
mwoi vwm_.nﬁm,.m treatment that few other Chicano organizations have experienced in recent times momﬁw and
sheriffs’ deputies raided the Berets, infiltrated them, libeled and standered them, and even mmncE,mm.& counter-
groups to m&wnw members. The objective was to destroy the Berets and 1o invalidate them i the public eye.
L The Hu.ornn ms.m sheriff’s departments made the Brown Berets scapegoats, branding members as o&m&a
agitators while E&.&:m down the legitimate grievances of Chicano students. A grand jury later indicted 13
Chicanes on conspiracy charges stemming from the walkouts; 7 were Brows Berets, The defendants appealed
and the appellate court ruled the case unconstitutional, but only after years of legal harassment. P
Law enforcement agencies infiltrated the Berets with informers and specizl agents in a bid to entrap
the members by mumoﬁmmmum acts of violence. Police purposely subverted the Berets, keeping them in a state
of flux ms&. preventing Em. organization from solidifying. Meanwhile, Berets deelt with the immediate needs
of the barrips-—food, housing, employment, and education. The conflict and the street molded their ideology.
Wn May 23, H.mmmu the Berets began @cwmmib.m a monthly newspaper called La Cawusa (The Cause), SEM._
wnmb.ﬁ a vehicle to attract new members. Chicanas, such as Gloria Arellanes, the Brown Berets’ Minister of
Finance and Ooﬂm.mﬁoummmnm, assumed key roles in the establishment and operation of La Causa, In addition,
Arellanes, along with Andrea Sdnchez, organized a free medical clinic, managed by Chicana Bm.é_uma of Em.
mMH.mQ. Aowﬁrmm B mﬂwm chapters .&mo established free ciinics and free breaicfast programs.} The clinic raised issues
Mq oMMMH._M mmwp : MHMMM relations between Sinchez and other women, eventually leading to a schism; these
et WHMSM wnmwﬁ nwmmﬁe.m spread through the Mexican barrios of San Antonio, Albuguerque, El Paso, Denver,
mUmb an. ﬁmo;.iﬁamnnv no one yet knows how many barrios had chapters, only that the chapters were
small.™ However, to white America they were the symbols of Brown Power and terrorism. It is unimaginable how
Rm.maumgm people could see young men and women wearing their brown berets and kaki uniforms and be struck
with so much terror and nxmmmmn.ma their numbers, Texas A&M graduate student Jennifer G. Correa obtained 1,200
@memm of M&Q.& Bureau of Investigation. (FBI) Surveillance Files, focusing on East Los Angeles, under the Freedom of
ormation Act. The documents reveal, among other information, that in 1968 FBI Director Edgar Hoover had

the f; .
the G.L Forum, was present, On November 13, the students rose from their desks and walked out, HMMMMW on
00

og.mnﬂm& to .

Defense ang
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decided 1o fully investigate the Brown Berets in order to find out if they were a “threat to national security of the
United States,” admonishing agents in Sacramento and San Diego for not gathering enough information on the
Berets. Agents responded that the Berets were under “continuous and aggressive investigative attention.” Considering
the small rumbers of berets, the FBI reaction can only be labeled as delusipnal, and their actions as an abuse of
quthority, since they were directed at spying and controlling a movement.

However, this abuse mirrored the fears of American society. As late as July 1, 1976, the Syracuse Herald-
Journal in New York carried headlines such as “Brown Beret Alert Cancelled: Police Playing Down Border

" Terrorist Warning.” The Herald-Journal warned its readers about the Brown Berets, a little-known, but according

10 the newspaper, a heavily armed radical group that reportedly vowed “to kill a cop” Brown Berets were allegedly
deiving around the East Coast in broad daylight in vans. According to the article, the New York State Troopers

 were in touch with the FBI concerning the Berets and their possible threat to the Montreal Olympics.**

Tatelolco, Mexice

On October 2, 1968, in the Tlatelolco (once an Azteca stronghold) district of Mexico Cityw-just ten days before
the opening of the XIX Olympiad-~a massacre occurred, which resulted in 2 tightening of the Chicanos’
emotional bonds with Mexico. Soldiers and rict police opened fire on a demonstration held by thousands of
citizens, killing hundreds, if not thousands, of Mexicans, most of them students. The Mexican government

- tried to play down the slaughter, claiming that “only” a dozen or so were murdered; more conservative

estimates put the figure at more than 500 dead or missing.

Student activists exposed the atrocities in documentaries such as The Frezen Revolution, which were
played in classrooms and halls throughout the United States. La matanze {the massacre) led to movements
such as that of Rosario Ibarra, who demanded to know the fate of the more than 500 desaparecidos (the
disappeared), including her son. Chicanc youth suppoerted the Mexicans’ struggle, and students hung
pasters reviving memaories of Tlatelolco and, even farther back, the Mexican Revolution. Tlatelolco added 1o
the anger and experiences of Chicano youth, who identified with the Mexican youth.**

swild tribes of . . . the inner mountains of Maxico”

On January 27, 1960, Los Angeles Police Chief Williarn Parker testified before the U.S. Civil Righis
Commission: “Some of these people [Mexicans] were here before we were but some are not far removed from
the wild tribes of the district of the inner mountains of Mexico.” It caused an uproar, but Pelice Commissioner
R.]. Garreon Jr. said that he had heard Parker’s story and ordered the Mexican American community to drop
the controversy. Local newspapers excused Parker, and they even went as far as to censure Edward R. Roybal for
demanding an apclogy and/or Parker’s resignation, accusing Roybal of demagoguery.

Parker’s racist attitude was replicated in many instances of police brutality that came about in the
succeeding years. In 1966, for example, the L.A. police called for a backup teamn when an angry crowd gathered
as police attempted to make an arrest. Police fired two warning shots into the crowd. In July, the Happy Valley
Parents Asscciation organized a monitoring of police. In September of that year, the American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU), n cooperation with the CSO, opened a center in East Los Angeles, {From September 1966 to
Tuly 1968, the ACLU had investigated 205 police abuse cases, 152 filed by Chicanos.)*

In the surtmer of 1967 some 30¢ Chicanos attended a confersnce on police—community relations at
Camp Hess Krarner. Police—community relations in Los Angeles had reached a new low, and the participants
asked the federal government to intervene. The failure of the federal government to protect the rights of the
community worsened the situation. Meanwhile, the political consciousness increased throughout California.
Older activists of MAPA, C5O, LULAC, and the American G.1. Forum, as well as youth, professionals, and
poverty workers, criticized the schools and the government’s treatment of Mexican Americans. Many new
organizations such as the Association of Mexican American Educators (AMEA, 1965) and TUMAS (1967)
advertised the community’s frustrations. Mexican Americans, concerned zbout their lack of gains made in
comparison with African Americans, insisted that mere attention be paid to their needs. Nationalisin expressed
itself as a pride in identity and a rejection of assimilation as 2 goal ™
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Meanwhile, tensions rose even higher as the Vietnam War sabotaged Lyndon Johnson’s «
Society” programs. By 1966, the government’s commitment to ending poverty was sliding backwarg
$22 billion on the war in Southeast Asia compared with about $1.5 billion to fight poverty: Neverth,
late a5 1967, Hector P. Garcia assured LB] that, “As far as I know, the majority, if not the total
American people, approve of your present course of action in Vietnam.”%*

Gringos and Tejanos

On March 30, 1969, some 2,000 Chicanos assembled at San Felipe Del Rio (zbout 160 miles wesy of San ;

Antonio) to protest Governor Preston Smith’s cancellation of a VISTA program. Smith had cancejed the
program because VISTA workers participated in a demonstration against the police beatings of Uvalde resideny
Natividad Fuentes and his wife. The G.I. Forum, LULAC, and other organizations supported the mass rally.
José Angel Gutiérrez, 24, a MAYO speaker at Del Rio, demanded reinstatement of the VISTa, n&mﬂﬁ
and protested inequelity, poverty, and police brutality throughout Texas. At the rally Gutiérrez s2id, “We are fed

up. We are going to move to do eway with the Injustices to the Chicano and if the ‘gringo’ doesn’t get out of gy

way, we will stampede over him” Gutiérrez gave vent to his anger with the gringo establishment at 5 press
conference and called upon Chicanos to “Kill the gringo,” by which he meant that the white rule of Mex:

should end, and not literally killing the white people. Nevertheless, Representative Henry B. Gonzdlez from San

Antonio, who called for a grand jury investigation of MAYO, attacked Gutiérrez.?
Guitérrez was a product of Texas culture—a Confederate state with a tradition of southemn racistn and
historical exclusion of Mexican Americans. Texans had never come to grips with the fact that Mexicans had
won at the Alamo. Texas also spawned national leaders of the Ku Klux Klan and the White Citizens Council, I,
the 1960s, whites could still count on the Texas Rangers to keep Mexicans in their place in South TFexas, one of
the most deprived regions of the country. Gutiérrez and the “weve had enough” rhetoric appealed to many
whom society had marginzlized. Ranger Joaquin Jackson, a long-time adversary, says of Gutiérrez, “He radiar.
ed cunning, resourcefulness, intelligence, and charisma. A tireless worker and a gifted, passionate speaker, he
was further armed with the conviction that he was right” In his book, fackson also acknowledges the merit of
the Chicano grievances against the system. 100
Tex-Mexicans lived it a string of dusty, neglected towns on the “wrong side of the tracks” Mexican
Americans resented their status and poverty. The intensity of racism fostered nationalism among them, causing
frusirztion at the moderate way older organizations such as LULAC and fhe G.I Foram dealt with the gringo
establishment. A nucleus of Chicano students was tired of being docile; they knew what black militancy had
achieved, and they were influenced not only by the black literature of the time but also by a handful of progres-
sive white professors. José Angel Gutiérrez was one of the leaders, who expressed the frustrations of the MATO
. gemeration. IEs contribution to the Chicano cause was indispensable; it influenced Chicanos throughout the
cotntry. !

On June 20, 1969, Luz Bazén Gutiérrez, ' José Angel Gutiérrez, and several young velunteers moved to
Angel’s hometown of Crystal City (population 8,500), Texas, to organize politically and launch the Winter
Garden Project (WGP), which was oriented toward community control and committed to the decolonization of
South Texas.'® Although Chicanos composed more than 85 percent of its Winter Garden area, a white minority

who owned 95 percent of the land, controlled the city’s politics. The agribusiness income in Dummit, La Selle, -

and Zavala Counties totaled about $31 million; yet, in Zavala County, the median family income was $1,754 2
year. The median years of education was 2.3 grades for Chicanos. More than 70 percent of the Chicano students
dropped out of Crystal City High School. School authorities vigorously enforced a “ne-Spanish” rule. Few
Mexicans held offices or were professionals; those who received an education moved away. Buro-Americans
considered themselves racially and culturally superior to Chicanos. The Texas Rangers patrolled the area, terror-
fzing Mexicans. Adding to the plight of the Chicanos, a substantial number of them were migrants who had to
follow the crops. Many Mexicans routinely lef: the Winter Garden area in late spring and did not return undl the
fall. Small hamlets of the region became ghost towns durirg this period.

A school crisis at Crystal City in November 1969 gave the young volunteers the ideal issue with
which to confront the gringo. Although Chicanos comprised the majority of students in the system,
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00l policy excluded them from participating in much of the extracurricular activities, When students
omplaineds the school board ignored them, refusing to even discuss the grievances. Left with no other

yJrernative, parents and students organized z school boycott in December, Student leader Severita Lara

biished and distributed leaflets and agitated the students. Here again, polemics played a role in
wm.:mmbm parents, and MAYO and the Gutiérrezes were an indispensable part of this discourse on political
ocabulary building. Over 1,700 Chicane students participated in the walkout; the students and their
arents formed a citizen's organization and decided that Mexicans would take over the school board in
spring election of 1970104
Meanwhile, during the first quarter of 1970, LRUP emerged from the citizen action group. Intensive
mobilization tock place, and in April 1970, LRUP won four of the seven seats on the Crystal Gity Board of
Educazions all of the Chicano candidates for city councils in Carrizo Springs, Cotula, and Crystal City also

2

‘won the glections. Cotula alse had its first Chicano mayor. The box scere for Chicanos in the Winter Garden

areawas 15 elected with two new mayors, two school board majarities, and two city council majorities. Only

“pne Sringo wop election. The Cristal (Crystal City) victory used the MAYQ Plan for Aztldn as a template.
They intended to use Cristal as the lynchpin across the “Accordion Trail”—the migrants’ trail from Texas
throughout the Midwest and Northwest—to spread their political revolt. 1%

The Land Struggle

The history of the land grant is rooted in the past and memorialized by Spanish law, which in New Mexico
institutionalized common land usage. In this systern, the holding of land and the peasant farmers’ place in the
society were central to their identificarion and social statns. The ejido (cormunal land) operated alongside
private grants to individuals, with villages holding common lands such as forests or pastures. The community of
peasants collectively owned the commeon land. The sfido has been romanticized in Mexican history o both

i + sides of the border, with historical figures such as Emiliano Zapata immortalized for calling for the redistribu-

tion of latifundio (a large plantation) lands to the peasants. New Mexicans at the same time idealized the
ownership of communal lands and lamented the loss of ancestral acreage.

. The U.5. conquest marked an end to this way of life, as private developers took control of the water,
common lands, and finally the villagers’ farms. Memories of the past remained strong in the minds of many
New Mexicans, who alleged that the gringo had taken the land from them in violation of the Treaty of

> Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848). Emotions run high to this day.

In 1963, local activist Reies Lopez Tijerina formed La Alianza Federal de Mercedes { The Federal Alliance

- of Land Grants), invoking the Treaty of Guadalupe in the struggle to hold on to common lands. The Alianza’s

membership jumped from 6,000 in 1964 to 14,000 one year later. A basic premise of the Alianza’s demands

“ was that people dom’t “give away™ their lands or rights in treaties. For them, forcing a defeated nation to “sell”

territory under duress was intrinsically unjust.
Reies Lopez Tijerina was born in 1926, in Fall City, Texas, where his family lived a marginal existence.

i Tijerina became a preacher and wandered into northern New Mexico, where he witnessed the poverty of the
', people. I Tigre (the Tiger), as Tijerina was called, became interssted in the land-grant question. He studied
i the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and became convinced that the national forest in Tierra Amarilla belonged

to the Pueblo de San Joaquin de Chamma. Efido land belonged to the people in common and could not be
$0id. Villagers had the right to graze their animals and cut and gather timber in these forestlands. ¢

The Forest Service through the ¢arly 1960s had ardently restricted the number of cattle permitted ta
graze in forestlands. For dryland ranchers, having a permit was a matter of life and death. During the first
part of the decade, Alianza members staged protests, petitioned government, appealed to public opinion,
and sought alliances with Africen Americans and Native Americans among others, The Afanza raised the
ary of “Tierra y Libertad?” (Land and Liberty!).
Cn October 15, 1966, Tijerina and 350 Alianza members eccupied the Echo Amphitheater in the national

-forest campground, claiming the efido rights of the Pueblo de San Joaquin de Chama. On October 22, Alianza
--Tembers made a citizens’ arrest and detained two Rangers for trespassing and being a public nuisance. The

“Alianzg court” found them guilty but suspended the sentence.
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Meanwhile, the Crusade worked with Native American organizations such as the American Indian
Movement (AIM), supporting AIM during the Native Warriors’ “Bra of Indian Power” It maintained close ties
vith ATM cofounder Dennis Banks and supported AIM in 1972 as it launched its Trail of Broken Treaties
caravan, calling attention to the plight of Native Americans. The Crusade perceived Mexicans as native
w“oimm‘iwognnm out that 60 percent of Mexicans were mestizos and another 30 percent were full-blooded
Indian. (Less than one percent of Euro-Americans have Native American blood.) The Crusade also strongly
supported black activist and scholar Angela Davis. Gonzales and the Crusade assisted in establishing the
(olorado branch of LRUP, whiich ran candidates for state and local offices on November 4, 1970143

El Grite del Norte

The Chicano Movement attracted activists such as Elizabeth “Betita” Martinez from the Civik Rights movement.
Martinez brought in experiences that helped define oppression in the context of multinational struggle. In the
late 1950s, Martinez worked for the United Nations as 2 researcher on colonialism, In the 1960s, she participated
in the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Commitiee (SNCC) in Mississippi and became coordinator of SNCC's

~ New York office. Martinez played a key role in this movernent, editing and discussing the works of major Civil

Rights activists. She also worked with the Black Panthers. In 1968, she moved to New Mexico, where she

: cofounded and published B! Grito Del Norte (The Call of the North) for five years, while working on various

barrio projects. Bl Grito Del Norte was the frst internationalist and nationalist Chicano newspaper published

 and almost totally staffed and run by women. The newspaper was based in Espaficla, New Mexico, which is
. sigmificant in view of the historic independence of women in this region. New Mexico was a natural starting

place, since it was a classic colony. Among other books, Martinez coauthored Viva la Raza: The Struggle of the
Mexcican American Feople with Enriqueta Vésquez. A theme In Martinez’s works is & critique of capitalism and
the effects of exploitation.!* .

Enriqueta Longeaux y Vésquez was a New Mexican activist, who coedited El Grito Del Norte.
Visquez, born in Colorado of farmworker parents, had been involved with Denver activist Corky Gonzales
and the Crusade for Justice.!™ Her passionate columns denounced capitalism, the military, the Catholic
Church, and “gringo” society. Vdsquez wrote vigorously about womer's issues, highlighting that women's
Iiberation was possible within the Chicano movement. Some Chicanas later criticized her writing on feri-
nistissues as “loyalist,” alleging that she was loyal to male networks of power. However, others point cut that
Visquez was working within the Chicano movement at the time, attempting to change it, and that she was
one of the first Chicanas to publicly take on the issue of Chicana appression in the mainstream press as well
25 in the alternative press. In her column [Despierten Hermanos! Visquez encouraged the total liberation of
both men and wormen and drew the connection between racism and capitalism.®

Other Movement Voices

Discussing all the varied voices of the time would be impossible. There were literally scores of newspapers,
magazines, and independently published poers and essays. Further, there were corjuntos (small musical
groups) thet played and composed movement songs. Visual artists like Malaquias Montoya produced politically
inspired posters that have become classics. One of the best-known cultural artists was Luis Vildez of the Teatro
Casmpesing, who contributed greatly to the growth of the new consciousness and to the formation of other
teatros (theaters). Starting as a farmworker group, the Teatro Carpesino publicized in one-act plays the strug-
gle of farmwarkers end of Chicanos in general. It played corridos that popularized the Chicanes’ struggle for
liberation in the United States.!” Also important was the publication of El Grito: A Journal of Contermporary
Mexican American Thought, which began in the fall of 1967. It was published by Octavio Romano, a professor
at the University of California at Berkeley, who organized Quinie Sol, a publishing collective, El Grito pub-
lished, in addition to poetry and art, scholarly articles challenging U.S. scholarship and criticizing its effect on
Chicanos, Meanwhile, an active Chicano art rnovement was formed by the discourse of the times, heightening
cultural awareness."*® Finally, there was a plethora of locel activist magazines and newspapers. One of them
was published by Francisca Flores, an activist for all of her life; she worked on the Sleep Lagoon case, consulted
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with Carey McWilliams on North from Mexico, and edited Carta Edizorial in the early and mid-
leader in Ia Asociacion Mexico Americana and a critic of Senator Joseph McCarthy. During
opposed the Vietnam War and founded Regeneracisn, named after the Partido Liberal Mexican
FPrancisca played an important role in pushing the progressive agenda of Chicanos during the
the 1970s. Based on her experience she brought a clear vision of societal problems and what
She was at the vanguard of feminist expressions of the tHime.!!?

Arts flourished during this period. Influenced by the artists of the Mexican Revol
artists wanted to paint murals with strong political messages; they were also influenced oy public my; Al
painted under the auspices of the Works Progress Administration in the 1930s. The art was
strong political messages attached to the UFW and political currents such as the Crusads fo
Raza Unida. Frequent themes were In Virgén de Guadalupe, Ché Guevara, Zapata, la adelitas
Villa. The Mural Movement took off in the early 1970s when it entered a semiprofessional stage.
tion has to be paid to murals painted in the late 1960s, like that of Sergio Herndndez at San Fer
State, which were painted over. (Sergio also authored a comic strip with Con Safos,
zine.} Guillermo Befarano was also an early muralist who worked with the Mexican master Sigueiros,

o’s mms.mﬁwwn,«.
Hmmo,m and mswo
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I

Texas there were Pestival de Flor y Canto and Carnto al Pueblo, as well as many young artists. No one logafe |
had a monopoly on this artistic production that remains one of the most significant footprints of the

Chicano Mevement.'2°

THE CHICAND YOUTH MOVEMENT GAINS STEAM

In March 1969, Chicano students from throughout the Southwest and Midwest met in Denver and held the
First National Chicano Youth Liberation Conference. The conference adopted El Plan Espiritual de Aztlin,
setting the goals of nationalism and self-determination for the Chicano Youth Moverent, At this conference,
the students also adopted the label “Chicano,” partly in response to the Black Power movement, which had
changed its identification from “Negro” to “Black” The adoption of “Chicano” was an attempt 1o dedicate the
moevement o the most exploited sector of the U.S. Mexican community, those whom traditional Mexicans
and Mexican Americans pejoratively called “Chicanos”

Shortly after the Denver Conference, the newly formed Chicano Council on Higher Education
(CCHE), which was mostly based in California, gathered college and university students, faculty, staff, and
community activists at the University of California at Santa Barbara to draw up 2 plan of action for higher
education, called E! Plan de Sarta Bdrbara, At that conference, Mexican American student organizations
changed their name to Bl Movimiento Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlén (MEChA: the Chicano Student
Movement of Aztlin).'?! The militancy of students reinforced attitudes already expressed in the community,
and their mass entry into the movement electrified events. At the 1970 Denver Youth Conference, Gonzales
pushed for active antiwar involverpent.'** MEChA was at the forefront of the establishment of Chicano

Studies in Califernia and throughout the nation. Today Chicanas/os owe the entilements students have to
this organization. (Ses Chapter 14 for Chicana/o Studies.)!2

Where Is God?

In 1969, 65 percent of the Catholics in the Southwest were Mexicans; yet there were fewer than 180 priests of
Mexican extraction, and there were no Chicana bishops. In Los Angeles, Cardinal Jamtes Francis McIntyre,
with support from the diocese’s Catholic elites, censured priests who participated in Civil Rights activities.
The attitude of the powerful Mensignor Benjamin G. Hawkes was “The rich have souls, too”

Iz November 1969, Ricardo Cruz, a young law student from Loyola University (Los Angeles} formed
Catolicos Por La Raza (CPLR).'** Its members became infuriated over the closing of Cur Lady Queen of
Angels Girls' High School, a predominantly Mexican schocl, allegedly owing to lack of funds. Cardinal
MelIntyre had just spent $4 million to build St. Basil's Church in the exclusive Wilshire district of Los
Angeles. On Christmas Eve 1969, members of CPLR protested in front of St. Basil’s Church. The picketing
was peaceful and orderly, When the mass began, demonstrators attempted to enter the church, but sheriffe
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 aties posing as ushers locked thern out. When a few did gain entry, armed deputies expelled E.mB. .Uomnn

wmp arrested 21 demonstrators, 20 of whom stood txial for disturbing the peace and assaulting police
.c%ﬂﬂ.m The so-called “people” convicted Ricardo Cruz of misdemeanor, and on May §, 1972, he began
giaeets.

125
servit

g2 120-day sentence for his conviction. . .
simultaneously, changes were taking place within the Chicano clergy irself, w.nnm:mm of .ﬁrm rmmﬁa
ourse surrounding the unequal treatrent of Mexicans by the Catholic Church, Kmﬁnmb.bmnnnnmb priests

San Antonio formed the group PADRES (Padres Asociados para los Derechos Nm_:wamo.a. mmznﬁ"u&w
Bwo&nmm&, and in October 1969, 50 Spanish-speaking clergy developed the agenda woﬂ 2 national Bmm.ﬂﬁm.
‘Digeesan priests Ralph Ruiz and Henry Casso, Francisco Manue} Martinez, and HnmE..” Edmundo wﬁ.umﬁmdmw
<re among the leaders. PADRES held its first convention on mm_.ua.zﬁ% Nl,.qr 197, in Tucson, Eﬁoﬂm. It
.mmnnn%mubw lobbied the Church for the appointment of Father mﬁdﬂo mmﬂ:msmwm Flores as m.x.u m_...mﬂ OEn.muo
gishop in the United States. The group also played a role in resolving labor &.mﬁﬁmmv aﬁm.c_.aﬁ_bm various
arasstoots organizations—armong them the Mexican American MWLEH& Center in San Antonio, founded by
father Virgilio Elizondo, who was a major influence in PADRES. .

© Las Hermanas was founded in 1970 in Houston by Gloria Gallardo, SHG, and Gregoria Ortega, OLVM.
.m.c& gisters had been heavily involved in community work. In the m.ﬁn.bm om.Gﬁ. they sent out 2 call to o&nn
suns to join them in Houston for their first organizational meeting. Their prizmary oEnn@m was to raise
swareness of the needs of the community and to work for social change, its first d.mcgm.H meeting was held in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, in November of that year. Hermanas were influenced by ﬁ__us,muow Theology and the
Vatican Reform. They were committed to the comunidades de base concept of empowering the people; and
worked closely with the TFW.R7 . .
i The nuns, while recognizing that racism existed in their orders, were more concerned with service o the

.. poor. The Hermansas organization furnished them with a network to expand their world vision; some mmﬂm.ﬁm
" studied liberation theolegy in Quito, Ecuador, where they forged religious and intellectual bonds with Latin

American nuns and clergy. The new awareness led to even more Involvement with the poor, mb@ many nuns
became advocates for the people. Las Hermanas were among the founders of the Mexican American Cultural -

7 Center in San Antonic in 1972, which sensitized priests and nurs throughout the country to the needs of

Mexican Americans. Many members of Las Hermanas became involved in the Communities Organized for

* public Service (COPS) in San Antonio, established in 1974 by Ernesto Cortés, a native of mm.E Antonio, m.bm
. gthers. The nuns’ involverent in social issues represented a new sense of identity among .OEnmﬁm&o,w EFn.U
‘ fueled activism. However, the nuns in the Church were especially vulnerable since at that time the Church did

not pay into social security; many were expelled from their respective orders because of their activism and had

 toliveout old age in poverty.

- Violence at Home

* Judge Gerald 8. Chargin of Santa Clara County (California) Juvenile Court on September 2, 1969, called a
- 17-year-old Chicano—who had allegedly committed incest—an animal and ordered ﬁ.gﬁ he should be sent back
5. to Mexico. The judge concluded: “Maybe Hitler was right. The E&wa in our society probably ought .mo be

* destroyed because they have no right to live among human beings”'*® Throughout the Southwest Mexicans

were deprived of defense counsels and representation on juries. In the County of Los Angeles, where the

2! Chicano population numbered about 1 million, only four Mexicans served on a grand jury in 12 years (grand

jurors were norminated by judges). In adjacemt Orange County, which had more than 44,000 Mexicans, Ewnm had
been only one Chicano on the grand jury panel in 12 years. No Chicano had served on the grand jury of
Monterey County from 1938 through 1968; ) .

The Mexican American community lacked a legal infrastructure to take on these issues. Tejanos
had just formed the MALDEF in 1968. In the late 1960s, the federal government m_.b.:wmm @ program called
California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA). Although the CRLA did not handle QWBE& cases, it represented
the poor in various other matters. In Kings County, for example, growers received $10,179,917 from the
government in the form of farm subsidies not to grow certain crops, but Kings O.oEaQ spent Hm.mm mu.mu
$6,000 on food for the poor. The CRLA sued the county on behalf of the poer, charging that it was violating
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federal statutes. As ncbw_.uwmp.ﬁﬁm mounted against the CRLA Tm reactionary elements such as the
growers, Governor Ronald an.nu.m.ﬁ Umnmﬁum maore incensed about the federal government’s su

agency that sued private enterprise. In December 1970, Reagan vetoed the federal appropriat
.
and the worlk of the agency was curtailed.

Califorg;,.
PDort of

Chicanas/os Under Siege

The universities played a major role in spreading the antiwar message and transformin

active on the Berk wi i i
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Deputies rushed into the arena, trapping men, women, and children, and cansing considerable panic.

Jding clubs, they trampled spectators, hitting those who did not move fast enough. In the main section
k, the crowd was caught unaware. Numbering more than 500, the deputies moved in military
-mation, sweeping the park. Wreckage could be seen everywhere: the stampede trampled baby strollers
«o the ground; four deputies beat up a man in his sixties; tear gas filled the air. The number of police
escalated to more than 1,200. Mass arrests followed and sheriffs kept prisoners, chained together in fours, In
wo buses at the East Los Angeles substation. Sheriffs’ deputies did not allow them to drink water or go to
- bathroom for about four hours. Deputies killed a 15-year-old bey at Laguna Park.

1 ate in the afternoon Rubén Salazar and two coworkers from KMEX-TV, the Spanish-language television
stopped at the nearby Silver Dollar Bar for a beer. Problems for television journalist Rubén Selazar had
pegun oz Tuly 16, 1970, when five Los Angeles detectives and two San Leandro police officers burst into a hotel
oom in downtown Los Angeles, shooting and killing two Mexican nationals—Guillermo Sénchez, 22, and
snchez, 23, who came to be known as the Sénchez cousins. Police claimed it was a case of “mistaken
Zentity” T the weeks to follow, Rubén Salazar exposed the inconsistencies in police reports. Law enforcement
officials called on Salazar and ordered him to tone down his television coverage, alleging that he was inciting the
violence. A federal grand jury issued an indictment against the officers invclved in the Sdnchez
shootings for vialating the civil rights of the two men. When the city of Los Angeles paid for the defense of three
" of the police officers, a storm of protest arose. A federal court later acquitted the officers.

” Now, 2 month after bis exposé of the police brutality issue, Salazar again inadvertently found himself
caught in the crossfire, this time literalty. Deputies surrounded the bar, allsgedly looking for a man with a rifle.
When some occupants of the Sitver Dollar attemnpted to leave, police forced them back into the prermnises. Police

£ the par

toR,

[y

Jaimed that deputies broadcast warnings for all occupants to come out; witnesses testified that they heard no
such warning. Sheriffs shot a 10-inch tear-gas projectile into the bar. The missile could pierce 7-inch-thick

plywood at 100 yards, and it struck Salazar in the head. Another shot filled the bar with gas. Customners made
their way out of the establishment. About 5:30 p.m., two reporters frantically informed deputies that Salazar was
still in the bar. Deputies refused to listen, and it was not until two hours later that Salazar’s body was discovered.

On September 10, 1570, a coroner’s inquest probed the circumstances surrounding Rubén Salazar’s
death. Officers testified as to the Chicano community’s riotous nature. Testimony showing the malfeasance
of the deputies was restrained. La Raza magazine reporters, eyewitnesses to the events at the Silver Dollar
Bar, contradicted the deputies’ testimony. For example, deputies claimed that they did not force the
customers of the Sitver Dollar to return to the bar. La Raza produced a photo showing that they had. Shertly
afterward, La Raza published a special issue featuring the photos taken on August 29. The Los Angeles Times
obtained permission from the barrio publication to reprint many of the photos.*!

Four inquest jurcrs found “death at the hands of another™ the three remaining jurors decided “death by
accident” After their verdicts, the jurors questioned the officers’ recklessness and wondered if they would have
acted in the same manner in Beverly Hills. Los Angeles District Attorney Bvelle J. Younger announced on
October 14, 1970, that he would not prosecute, and there was clearly a cover-up. Many Chicanos posited that
Younger had decided not to try the officers responsible for Salazar’s death out of political opportunism. A
candidate for California state attorney general {he was elected), Younger kmew the law-and-order mentality of
Californians who demanded this response. As usual, the Los Angeles Times supported Younger.

On September 16, 1970, a peaceful Mexican Independence Day parade ended in violence
attzcked the crowd as marchers reached the end of the parade route. TV newscasters Baxter Ward and George
Putnam inflamed public rage against the demonstrators. Then, on January 9, 1971, Chicanos protested against
police brutality, marching to the Parker Center, the LAPD Headquarters. Police incited a riot and arrested
32 people. Chief Davis blamed “swimming pool Communists” and the Brown Bexets for the riot.

Nuunerous minor incidents followed; the last major confrontation took place on January 31, 1971.
Contingents arrived at Belvedere Park in East Los Angeles from the four major barrios in the Los Angeles. The
demonstration was peaceful, and as the rally ended, Rosalio Mufioz told supporters, numbering around 5,000,

Some, however, marched to the sheriff’s substation on Third Street and staged a rally. A confronta-
which left one man dead and 19 people wounded by buckshot, two with stab wounds, and
broken bones, Property damage was estimated at more than $200,600."%%

when police

to disperse.
tion ensued,
numerous with
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" THE PROVOCATEURS

In October 1971 Lowis Tackwood, a black informer, stunned the Los Angeles public by testifying thay g
Criminal Conspiracy Section (CCS) of the Los Angeles Police Department paid him t0 spy on militangs, H:n
LAPD assigned Tackwood to a group of officers who, in cooperation with the FBL, planned to provoke 5 disny m :
tion of the 1972 Republican convention in San Diego by militants; they planned to kill minor officials o force
President Richard Nixon to use his powers to break the militant movement. Tackwood named Dan Mahoney
(CCS) and Ed Birch {FBI) as the supervisors of the operation. In private conversations he also described how n.ﬁ :
police used drug pushers as informers in return for protection from prosecution.

Officer Fernando Sumaya also worked as an undercover agent for the LAPD. In the mm.m semester of Hmmm
he attempted to infiltrate the UMAS chapter at San Fernando Valley State College (now California State -
University at Northridge) during campus protests there. He was ousted from the group because he yag
unknown and because he came on too strong. Sumaya then moved to East Los Angeles, where he infiltrated thy”
Brown Berets. In the spring of 1969 he was involved in the Biltmore Hotel affair, where Chicancs were acquseq’
of disrupting a speech by Governor Ronald Reagan at a Nuevas Vistas Education Conference, sponsored by the .
California Department of Education and archreactionary California Superintendent of Schools Max wmm,ma
Thirteen Chicanos were arrested on the charge of disturbing the peace; 10 of the 13 were charged with noEm_Hmﬂ.,
to comumit arson. After two vears of appeals the defendants were tried. The key witness for the prosecution was
Sumaya. The defendants all denied any involvement with the fires. Some charged that Sumaya set the fires. The
jury found the defendants not guilty. Meanwhile, Carlos Montes, a Brown Beret, and his wife, Olivia Monites, had
left the area and he was not tried. The Monteses remained at lerge until the mid-1970s. The LAZD destroyed -
records documenting Sumaya’s role in the Biltmore fires. After relentless hounding, the Montes family was
caught, and Carlos was tried. In November 1979, a jury found Montes not guilty—evidently the jury questioned
Sumays’s and the LAPD’s suspect role. Also questioned by the Berets’ La Causa was the suspect role of Sergeant
Abel Armas in the Special Operation Conspiracy of the LAPD. Freedom of information documents obtained by
Professor Ernesto Chévez reveal that the FBI was extremely active in investigating the Berets.

In a press conference on January 31, 1972, Bustacio (Frank) Martinez, 23, revealed that since July 1969 .
he had infiltrated Chicano groups. A federal agent for the Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms Division {ATF) of
the Internal Revenue Service recruited Martinez, who, in return for not being prosecuted for z federal
firearms violation, agreed to work as an informant and agent provocateur. He infiltrated the MAYO and the
Brown Berets in Housten and Kingsville, Texas. He admitted that he committed acts of violence to provoke |
others. From September 1969 to October 1970 he participated in many protest marches and during the one
in Alice, Texas, tried to provoke trouble “by jumping on a car and trying to cave its top in.” He attempted to
entice militants to buy guns and to provoke police. He was rebuled by the MAYO members.1*

In October 1970 ATF agents sent Martinez to Los Angeles, where he worked for agents Fernando
Ramos znd Jim Riggs. Martinez began spreading rumors against Rosalio Mufioz, accusing him of being too
soft, and in November 1970 Martinez ousted Mufioz and became chair of the Chicano Moratorium
Committee. Martinez later named officers Valencia, Armas, Savillos, and Dominguez of the CCS as contacts.-
In ather words, when Martinez tock part in the Los Angeles rebellions on January @ and 31, 1971, the Los
Angeles police knew of his invelvement. He continued in this capacity untit March 1971, when he returned *
to Texas. There Martinez became a member of the Brown Berets and, according to informants, went around
waving a carbine and advocating violent tactics. i

Upon his return from Texas he was instructed by Ramos and Riggs to infiltrate La Casa de Carnalismo
to establish links between Carnalisimo and the Chicano Liberation Front (CLF), which had been involved in. -
numerous bombings. Martinez reported that the main functions of Carnalismo were to eliminate narcotics,
to sponsor English classes, and to dispense food to the needy; he could find no links with CLE The officers
told him that his “information was @ bunch of bullshit” He was to find evidence by any means necessary. -
They then instructed him to use his influence to get a heroin addict by the name of “Nacho” to infiltrate
Carnalisrio. Martinez refused to take part in the frame-up. He finally became disillusioned when, o the
first anmiversary of the Chicano Naticnal Moratorfum, agents told him te plead guilty to charges of inciting -
a rict. He had been promised protection from prosecution. '™

.Conclusion

in the Los Angeles Chicane rebellions.

o

The 1960s had reached the perfect storm in the mobilization

Uof youth organizations that attempted to transform their
ncaaemznaw The relatively small number of Chicano youth

scceeded in mobilizing the largest proportion of the
community thus far in the history of Mexican Americans in
the United States. In part, the success of this mobilization was
due to the large number of young people in the Chicano
community who listened and nurtured a hope to change
society. They Integrated with other youth through music;

listening to rock ‘0’ roll bound many together. The Vietnam

 War tapped an energy that generated anger—anger at the

war, anger at society, anger at seeing the disparate treatment

' of people at home and abroad.
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