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gentifying Your Audience and Determining What's at Stake
drafting your argument, identify your targeted audience and determine what's
. Consider your responses to the following questions:

® What audience are you targeting? What background do they need to understand
your issue? How much do they already care about it?

® Before they read your argument, what stance on your issue do you imagine them
holding? What change do you want to bring about in their views?

Organization Plan 1: Definition Argument with Criteria and Match in
Separate Sections

Engage roades’s interest in your definiion ksoe
and show why it s controvenssal or prol¥ematic

Shaw whart's at stake.

Provide badsground information nesded by your
audience

State your dam

Stabe and develop crenon 1.
State and develop criterion 2.
Corzinue with the rest of your aritera.

Antiipete and respond to passidle objeclions 1o
the creria.

Consider restating your claim for darity.

Argue that your case meels {does not meed)
crierion 1.

Argue thet your case meets (0oes not meel|
criterion 2,

Continue with the fest of your match agument.

Antidpate and respand s possilie cbjections
to the match srgument.

Peshaps sum up your argument.
Help reader relum 1o the big picture” of what's &
stake.

End with something memoratie
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» What will they find new or surprising about your argument?
® What objections might they ralse? What counterarguments or alternative poi

of view will you need to address?
# Why does your argument matter? Who might be threatened or made uncomford

able by your views? What is at stake?

Organizing a Definition Argument

As you compase a first draft of your essay, you may find it helpful to know ty
structurcs for definition arguments, There are two basic approaches, as shown
Organization Plans 1 and 2. You can either discuss the criteria and the match
rately or interweave the discussion.

Questioning and Critiquing a Definition Argument
A powerful way to stimulate global revision of a draft is to role-play a skeptical aud
ence. The following questions will help you strengthen your own argument 0f

Organization Plan 2: Definition Argument with Criterla and Match Interwoven

+ Ergage reader’s Imerast In your definibon i Y
and show why It is problematic ar contraversial.

your claim. + Pravide background Information needed by
audience.
«  State your .

o State snd develop craenan 1 and srgue that yo
Tedn case meets [does not mest] the aiterlon. )

‘Present serles of criterion-match match  + Sate and develop critean 2 and argue ihal
arguments. case mwets (goes not e the criterion. A
h « Continue with the rest of your aftesion-maich
argumer s

« Ansicipate and summarize possile abjections.

+ Respand ta the objections theough rebattal or
LanCession.

. Wmupmam&'.

o . Helpmdenemmwme'bupbmne‘of
Condlude. ot stake

«  End with something memorabie
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ing Your Criteria

d a skeptic claim that your criterka are not the right ones? Could he or she offer
nt criteria or point out missing criteria?

Id a skeptic point out possible bad consequences of accepting your criteria?

uld a skeptic point out Counterexamples or aiternative data that cast doubt on

amn




