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HENRY DAVID
THOREAU

Crvil Disobedirence

I ENRY DAVID THOREAU (1817-1862)
» began keeping a journal when he graduated
o FPO/Gerty lmages from Harvard in 1837. The journal was preserved and

published, and it shows us the seriousness, determination, and elevation of moral values
characteristic of all his work. He is best known for Walden (1854), a record of his departure
from the warm congeniality of Concord, Massachusetts, and the home of his close friend
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803~1882), for the comparative “wilds” of Walden Pond, where
he built a cabin, planted a garden, and lived simply. in Walden, Thoreau describes the
deadening influence of ownership and extols the vitality and spiritual uplift that come from
living close to nature. He also argues that civilization’s comforts sometimes rob a person of

independence, integrity, and even conscience.
Thoreau and Emerson were prominent among the group of writers and thinkers who

were referred to as the Transcendentalists. They believed in something that transcended
the limits of sensory experience — in other words, something that transcended materialism.
Their philosophy was based on the works of Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), the German
idealist philosopher; Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834), the English poet; and Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832), the German dramatist and thinker. These writers
praised human intuition and the capacity to see beyond the limits of common experience.

The Transcendentalists’ philosophical idealism carried over into the social concerns
of the day, expressing itself in works such as Walden and “Civil Disobedience,” which was
published with the title “Resistance to Civil Government” in 1849, a year after the publica-
tion of Karl Marx's The Communist Manifesto (p. 335). Although Thoreau all but denies his
idealism in “Civil Disobedience,” it is obvious that after spending a night in the Concord
jail, he realizes he cannot quietly accept his government's behavior in regard to slavery. He
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begins to feel that it is not only appropriate but imperative to disobey unjust laws.
In Thoreau's time the most flagrantly unjust laws were those that supported slavery.
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O foraman who s hand through! Our statistics are (squ‘ll‘e thousand miles
3 your ha ; . : a sque
you cannot pass y large. How many men are there to ducement for mer {0
) arge. v . .
been retwrned tcl)(l) (H; one. Does not America offer ;ﬂﬂ ¥!'— one who may be
o 77 Hard 2 i . ellow!' —
in this counfiy: A1c erican has dwindled into an Odd s and a manifest lack of
. nerica eoariousSness
settle here? The lopment of his organ of gregarioust
e develop
known by th

't was a seedbed
. - it was a see
3 icularly intense;
olitical environment was Pf‘m(:.ln(mg(, to be contemplated
0 Baltimore In 184% iiloé)ollfé(lel'acx’. which was only begi © t
eticians of the h B t secre
for theoreticia and benevolen -
. ; . ‘s, a fraternal and be ' ted
seriously: dent Order of Odd Fellows, a h{*ﬁr% established in the Uni
~ gt N ¥ P Esle
110dd Fellow The mgeplc.:nd in the eighteenth century and
oty f ted in Engle b
society, found

States in 1819 in Baltimore.

DA T

commonly liabje 1y to incur. Those
disapprove of th

allegiance
and so ﬁ'equent‘ly the ny
the State 1o disso
Why do they not
the State—_
in the Same

not the Same reasonsg brever
Prevented them from resisti

there any enjoyment in it if hij i
out of a single dollar by v
You are cheated, o
to Pay you yowr ¢
and see thay you
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intellect ang
the world, is
Iantu d

cheerfy] self—relian(-e; whose first
to see that the Almishouseg
onned the vipjje
and orphang that may be;
Mutua] Insurance (fompmy, which hag

Itisnot a man’s duty, a5 5 m
tion of any, even the mg
cems to eng.

and chief concern, on coming

are in good repair; and, pe
garb, to collect a fund for

who, in short, venture

into
fore yet he has
the suppory of the widowg
S to live only by the aid of the
Promised to bury him decenﬂy
atter of cowrse, to devote himself ¢ th
St enormousg wrong; he may still broperly have
age him; byt is his duty, at least, to wash his hands of it
itno thought longer, not t4 give jt bractically hig Support. If T devote
bursuits ang contemplations, I'mwst fipgg See, at least, tha Id
sitting upon another man’s shoulders, | must get off him first, that he may pursue hisg
contemplationg 00. See what 8ross inconsistency Is tolerated, | have hearq sone
of my townsmen say, “I shoulq like to have them ordey me out to help put down an
insurrection of the slaves, or to march o Mexieoﬁsee if I would 80" and yet these
Very men have each directly by their allegiance and so indh‘e(‘ftly, at least, by theiy
money, fumisheq a substityte. The soldier is applauded who refuseg to serve in an
unjust way by those Who do not refuse to Sustain the unjust government which
makes the wars is applauded by those whose owp act and authority he disregards
and sets gt naught; as if the State werye penitent to that degre
Scourge it whije it sinned, byt not to that degree thay it left off g
Thus, under the nhame of Order and Civil Gove
pay homage 10 and support oy ow
its izl(liff‘erence; and from Immoy
tnecessary to that life
The broadest
virtue to Sustain jt

¢ eradica-
other con-
and, if he gjveg
nysell to other
O not pursue them

e that it hireq one to
nning for 4 moment.
mment, we are all made ¢ last to
Il Meanness, Alfter the first blush of sin comes

al it becomes, as it were, Wmoral, and pet quite
which we have made,

and most brevalent the most disinterested
Virtue of batriotism jg
who, while they
a government, vield to jt their
undoubte(ﬂy its most Conscientioyg Supporters,
10st serioys obstacles o reform. Some are betitioning
Ive the Union, to disregard the requisitions of the President
dissolve it themselves~the union between themselves and
and refuse (o pay their quoty into its freasury? Do not they stang
relation to the State that the State does to the Union? And have
1ted the State from resisting the Union which h

ng the State?

a man be Satisfied to entertain

14

, the nobje
€ charactey ang

and support, are

ave
How can an opinion erely, ang enjoy 7 I 15
S Opinion is that he Is aggrieveq? If you are cheated
00 rest satisfieq with knowing that
I with Saying that you are cheated, oy even with petitioning him
lue; byt Youtake effectya] steps at once to obtain the full sy
are never cheated acain ...



730

@]

ETHICS

. it is essentially revolu-
O . elations; it 1S essen 3 )
ce of right, changes things and wla]i ]'O h ﬁ"w It not only divides
erformance S, ) thine whic as. \ o
and the perf ist wholly with anything individual, separating
: > not consist whotl it divides the individual, sey
tionary and dOGSl it divides families; ay, it divides th
» ‘hurches, 1 i .
states and ¢ s o ivine. T ‘e endeavor
the diabolical in him from the (ml content to obey them, or shall \\1; € s
’ e ve be ¢ ! - shall we trans-
just laws exist: shall we e succeeded, or she
Unjust laws e3 til we have succeeded, This, think
. ey them un overnment as this,
; hem and obe) - such a gover
to amend t , nerally, under such a g ority 1o alter them
c? Men generally, ajority to alte
N t oncer ! S 'suaded the majority )
oress them a A il they have persua . than the
S ht to wait until they ha rould be worse tha
[ they ought to wal i emedy woulc . .
that they oug Id resist the remeds 1 provide for
: if they shou g . icipate anc P
They think that if SL} Why is it not more apt o al\l}llﬁ 11; es it cry and resist
. . s it worse. Y ; ) . itv? Why does 3
evil. [t makes it it not cherish its wise minority? V ub to be on the alert o
‘orm? Why does ‘age its citizens
reform? Why <lO§ Why does it not encourage its (11171 2 Why does it always
> s T 7 Why [ ave them? Why =
before it is hnltlr‘ and do better than it would have Luther'? and pronounce
boint ot 5 fau 151‘ ommunicate Copernicus and Lu
ucify Christ and exc .
crucify Chr inr Is? : [ its authority
Washington and Franklin ICDG{ liberate and practical denial of llfs 1( < it nct
) i : aehberate - why has
; think that a overnment; else why
One would lated by govel ' 1o has
o er contemplated by 'v? If a man who has
offense neve tionate penalty? .
was the only : itable and proportior he is put in
; : . . e 1S pu
- i te, its suita d - e - the State,
assigned its deif"m] /buf once to earn nine shillings for | determtined only by
operty refuses : ’ - that I know, and de ’ .
no property imited by any law tha ’ al ninety times
. - a period unlimited by - if he should steal ninety
prison for a Delg(t)l e who placed him there; but if he s  laree ngain.
s discretion of thos - mitted to go at large ag
the (hS(l(TU(?l from the State, he is soon pelmnte.( bf the machine of govern-
nine shillings 19 is part of the necessary friction ? -ertainly the machine
he injustice 1s pe ill wear smooth— certainly the
If the injusti -¢ it will wear smo olu
) it go: perchance i arope or a crank ex:
AR N 0, let it goip S )ulley or aroy )

ment, let it o, justice has a spring oray ly will not

6 i stice has a spring ‘hether the remedy v

: oat t. If the mjus o sider whether

will wear ou haps you may consic . to be the

. : erhaps you hat it requires vou to
. for itself, then per . a nature that it req J X
sively for itself, : if it is of such a nature ife be a counter

. . ;but if it is of ¢ lifebeac

o~ the evil; but ] w. Let youw
be worse than' to 'n;other then I say break the la e, at any rate, that I do

ent of injustice to a : . is to see, at any rat
agent of injust the machine. What I have to do is to
SR stop the me : _
riction to stoy i -ondemn. . ing the
: self to the wrong which I c te has provided for remedying :
not lend ny ’ the ways which the State has } nd a man’s life will

s for mg o h time, and a
As for adopting They take too muc ; hiefly to
y vays. They ta . is world, not chiefly

. v not of such way ame into this w ,
evil, I know ir attend to. I can bac. A man has

' . - affairs to a . it sood or bad.

‘ ave other a . be it 200 ) .
be gone. Ll 1 place to live in, but to live in it i -Ormnot do everything, it
mace this 800« 11‘ but something; and because he CI( is not my business to

ervthine to do. ' . rong. It is .
not everything t that he should do somelhing wrong than it is theirs to peti-
essary thal e . v e 7 e ¢ 3
1S 1ot necessan (: ernor or the Legislature any 1“0191 Cld I do then? But in
itioning the Gove e . vhat shou
be p(’fmomﬁjf they should not hear my petition whd
; e ey s
tion me; anc

- pernicus
~-1546) Cor }
“ti her (1483 rwas a

icus (1473-1543) and Martin Lut ~<'o'1\g‘s the universe; Luther  th.

12 Nicolaus Copernicus ny and the way humankind per : i reated the first Protestan
R . JER d d . il . red
revolutionized astronoy ‘ho began the Reformation and c

igious revolutionary w &
religious rey

THOREAL: Civgl /)z'so/)e(/[ence

this case the State has provided no way: its very Consti
may seeni to be harsh ang stubborn and unconciliatory; by itis to tre

the utmost kindness and consideration the only spirit that can

deserves it, §o is all change fop the better, like birh and
the body,

I do not hesitate
should at once effec

ution is the evil. Thig
al with
appreciate op
eath, which convulse

to say that those who call themse]
tually withdraw tl
erty, from the government of M

ves Abolitionjstg
eir support, both in person
assachusetts, ang not wait ti}} they constitute
amajority of one before they suffey the right to prevail through them, I think
that it is enough if they hayve God on their side, without waiting for thay other
one. Moreover, any man more right than his neighbors constitutes
of one already.
I meet thig American government or its representative, the St
ment, directly ang face to face once
tax-gatherer; this is the only

and prop-

a majority

ate govern-
person of itg
am necessarily

cognize me; ang the simplest, the most
effectual and, in the Present posture of affairs, the indispensablest mode of

treating with i on this head, of expressing your little satisfaction with and love
for it, is to deny it then. My civi] neighbor, the l‘ax—gatherel; is the very man
I have to deal with— for jj is, after all, with men and not with bparchment that I
quarrel—and he hag voluntarily chosen to be an agent of the government. How
shall he ever know wel) what he ig and does as an officer of the sovernment, or ag
aman, until he jg obliged to consider whethey he shall tregt me, his neighbor, for
whom he has respect, as a neighbor and well-disposed m
disturber of the peace, and see if e
borliness without

a year—nop more-—in the
mode in which man situated ag |
meets it; and it then says distinctly, Re

anl, or as a maniac and
can get over thig obstruction to his ne
aruder and more impetuous the
with his action, [ know this well th

igh-
ught or speech corresponding

at if one thousan(l, if one hundred, if ten men
whom I coulq name—if tep honest men only—ay, it ONe HONEST man in this

State of i\lassaclmsetts, ceasing to holg slaves, weye actually to withdraw from
this Copartnership ang be locked up in the county jail therefor, it would be the
abolition of slavery in America. For it matters not how small the beginning may
Seem to be: what i once well done ig done forever. But we love better to talk
about it: that We say is our mission, Reform keeps many scores of newspapers in
its service but not one man. I ny esteemed neighbor,* the State's ambassacor,
who wi]] devote his days to the settlement of the question of hun
the Counci Chaxnbex‘, instead of being threatened with the
were to sit down the prisoner of Massac
foist the sin of slavery upon her

1an rights in
prisons of Carolina,
husetts, that State which 1S 50 anxious to
'sisrer~though at present she can discover only
I esteemed neighbor Thorean refers to Samue] Hoay (1 778—1836), a Massachusetts
‘ongressman, whoe went to South Carolina to protest that state’s bractice of seizing black

Seamen from Massadmsens ships and enslaving theny, Sonth (rsente.. -
A Ove him ont of tha e o o8

()
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ETHICS

Cy e ‘ked up in the
rself. “Pay,” it said, “or b(i l‘crxbkec‘ R
my father attended, b,l 11;1:\ ;;g()lll'ﬁlnatc\ly. another man S‘fl,“ﬂ f: 1)?1(1;? and not
jail.” T declined to pay. 1} l}létor should be taxed to S"Ul),vp.()lt i:nqlster, but I sup-
not see why the schoo m(\ » for I was not the State’s schof) I ( lyceum should
the priest the SChOOlm“‘?“vlgubscl‘il)‘ion' I did not s.ec \\'h}'lt 1(61 ;w well as the
ported myself by \‘Ol.un‘f“:?i im\'o the State to back its (l@l\?lcl.ll(';ﬂ11\cle(l to make
not present its tax—ll)tlliljg request of the selecfm(ﬁ‘, Ii(;i(t;ege presents, that
weh. However, at the is in writing: — “Know all men by L rated
5(1)11; e such statement as 1~1ui11111 t\(\)l;)l:lzgarded as a member 01"(111;1\/;?;(3 (Ie)?ras N
I, Henry Thoreau, do not " I;w d.” This I gave to the town (:.k-l]e; {as A member
s,ociety which I have not'.](? ed that 1 did not wish to 1.)0 1'93“1( ol it said that it
The State, having thUSA le‘,al Ilde a like demand on me since; thol:i,] how (o name
of that church, has 11&;;1‘11111};1‘05L1111})T1011 that time. lllitll 11,(1(2511:‘:1\98 which I never
must adhere to its or D- c_“ o off in detail from all the s i ¢
them, I should then 1'1‘(1“;\1511&?22(\1\'0“‘1191‘0 to find a (-01111)1@6;(?%:‘12111 once on this 26
signed on to; but I did 1 ax! for six years. I was put 1?1, 3 1 solid stone, two
£ I have paid nQ Doll-m{\qg I stood considering the \.x HHS‘ o} | the iron grating
account, for one night; anc (o&f \\:ood and iron, a foot Ikhl(,',l'(.,r dl:; . fdoliShileSS of
or three feet thick, 1'1.1('? (?O? 1.0111(1 not help being struck w nh1 llmod and bones,
which strained th(\. ]1gh“y : r( :‘(1 me as if I were mere flesh an,( ' z leneth that this
that institution which Ue‘l‘f 1 that it should have (‘oncluf‘led’ a \n‘ﬂcitself of my
to be locked up. 1 w()nd(’lt(l ne to and had never thot‘lgm to Eezw(*‘eﬂ e and
was the best use it ('oul(l“puv that if there was a wall of slron(‘ . breék through
services in some way. Ivs&?K still more difficult one (o (“111?11) [9)) me’m feel con-
nmy townsmen, there w asl a ils free as I was. I did not f()lf‘t mI()1 Sl if ] alone
before they Com?lsg::‘otl(l)le)g'; great waste of sltonol alll(i‘cllnl?(;ttal;lo“; ilOW to treat
ined, and the walls seemed a great x. They plainly ¢ eat and in every
2; aH} my tmvnsmgn had~ qu \iﬁol:r(«‘ underbred. In ex‘e}y ﬂ,u(i?;@ ;u;(éslire o
me but behaved like 1)(?1,8(})11£i11(101': for they thought that m}, niie to see how
compliment there was‘d )) f thét rsl‘()ne wall. I could not l?u.t ?\1 folio\\’e(l them
to stand on the other Sld(i 10110 door on my meditations, w hl‘Ct was dangerous.
industriously they lo(‘lfes lrance, and (hey were 1'eal‘ly o t~l ]S d ( just as boys,
out again without let o1 hn\f 1;10\/' had resolved to punish m; © )y;t e. will abuse
As they could not reach me, serson against whom they have 121 SSI a lone woman
if they cannot come at SxOAnm‘IWS half-witted, that it W“_IS un‘llf(‘ am(its foes, and 1
his dog. I saw that thev Siit(f th:n it did not know its friends fro
with her Svﬂf'er Spss??@;pe(t for it and Ditied_ 1‘[ A man’s sense, intellec'tual
lost all my remaining er intentionally confronts a 1 with superior wit or
Hhus The Smltehlif\beody his senses. It is not armed v
or moral, but only his '

» itisa
ans “head,” so >
. iven area; poll means i oan War.
ry citizen living in a given (le‘ t]o support the Mexican We
- i nevery “ $2. was usec E
. av tax levied o . about $2. was
16 p()ll‘td‘\ A Thoreau refers to. ¢
B ax Thorea
¢ per head. The tax
tax per hea
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honosty but with Superior physical stren

breathe after my owp fashion, Let Us see who is the Strongest. What force
amultitude? They only can force me who obey g higher aw than [, They force
e to become Jjke themselves, I do not hear of men l‘)eing(/bl'('(?(( o live thig
way or that by masses of men, What Sort of life wepe that to live? When | meet
d government Which S4ys to me, “Your money or yoyur life,” why should Ibe in
haste to give it my money? Iy may be in g Sreat strait ang ROl know whyt to do: 1
cannot help that. It must help itself: do as I do. It is not worth the
about it. [ ap, not responsible for the successfyl Wworking
society. I am not the son of the engineer, | bercejve that, when anacorn and 4
chesimut fa) side by side, the one does not remain ineyt to make way for the
other, by both obey theiy OWN laws ang Spring ang 8row and flourish gg best
they can i1 one, perchance, overshadowsy and destroys the other, If 4 plant
cannot live according to jtg nature, it dies; and so aman.
The night in prison wag novel and inte
their shirt—sleeves were enjoying air in the d()orway
when | entered. Buy the jailey said, “(‘ome, boys, it ig time to lock up’”; and sg
they dispersed, ang heard the sound of theijy steps returning into the holiow
apartments, My room-mate wyg introduceq to me by the Jjailer ag “g first-rate
fellow ang a clever map,» When the door wag locked, he showeq
hang my hat and how he managed matrers there. The rooms weye
once a month; and thjg one, at least, wag the whitest, 1
and probably the neatest apartment in the town. He naturally wanted to know
where I came from ang what brought me there; ang when [ haqg told him, |
asked him in my turn how he came there, bresuming him to be an honest marn,
of cours >vand, as the world 8oes, I believe he was. “Why,” said he, “they accuse
me of burning a barn; byt | never did jt.” Ag hear as I coylg

discover, he haq
probably gone (o bed in a bary when drunk and smoked hjg pipe there; and so
a barn burg, He had the reputation of being 4 clever man, had beep there some
three monthg waiting for hig trial to come On, and would have
longer; by he was quite domesti('ated
hothing ang thought that he w,

8th. I'was not bor to pe forced. 1 wil]

has

while to Shive]
of the machinery of

resting enough. The Prisoners iy
a chat and e evening

e where tq
White\\‘dshed
Ost simply furnisheq

3

to wait as much
and Contented, since he got his board for
as well treate.

He occupied one window, and | the other; and I s
long, hig principal businesg would t
all the tracts that were left there
broken out and wheye » grate I

aw that if ope stayed thepe 29
be to look oyt the window- I had

and examine where formey

ad been sawed off an( heard
Various Occupants of that roomy; for | found th

and g 80ssip which never circyl
is the only house in the town

SOon rea(d
Prisoners haq
the history of the

at even heye there wag 4 histmjy’
ated beyond the walls of the j

where vergeg are compose
Printed in a circular form byt not publishe.

Verses which were composed by some
attempt ¢ escape, who avenoad ta....

ail. Probably this
d, which afterward
I'was shown quite a long list of
young men who had been detertan .. -

[
o3
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736 ETHICS ) e on
< fear I should never see 30 Wc?re cmsse.d to represent the gratmg of a jail window, “How do ve do? My
_ ~prisoner as dry as I could, for fear ‘{ left me to blow heighbors did not thyg salute me but first looked at me ang then at one anothey

[ pumped my 1elloW—I>113i0m"7 od me which was my bed and lef as if I had returned from a long Journey. I was put inq Jjail as T wag going to
him again; but at length he showe er expected to 31 the shoemaker’s (o get a shoe which wag mended. When I wag Jet out the next
out the lamp. ine into a far country, such as I had n,e,\‘ had heard the morning I Proceeded to finigh my errand, and having put on my mended shoe,

It was like travelling in . (:m It seemed to me that [ ng\ er ‘cfor we slept Joined a huckleberry barty who were impatient to put themselves under my
behold, to lie there for one n;b(hg; evening sounds of the \,111f1g6,see my native conduct; and in half an hour—for the horse was soon tackled —wag in the
town-clock strike before, vi]'O h ’wére inside the grating. It was ‘to) {into 2 Rhine midst of 3 huckleberry fielq op, one of our highest hills twe miles off, and thep
with the windows open, “I]il ({19 A@S. and our Concord 'was tar n; (1 \ey were the the State wag howhere to be seen,
village in the light of th,e b 121(1'(5 ;1;(1 castles passed before %“Gf lunttal”v specta- This is the whole history of “My Prisons.” 35
stream, and visions of kl?lél };mrd in the streets. I was z.m invo . meuadja('em I have never declined paying the highway tax, because T am as desirous 3
voices of old burghers th{ . vq; done and said in the klt('hGn‘ o >IOS(;1‘ view of of being a good neighbor a5 | am of being a ha( subject; and ag for Supporting
tor and auditor of whate"f’l‘ ;d( rare experience to me. It. W%lsfl‘tiltioﬁs before. schools [ am doing my part to educate my fellow counirymen now., [t is for
village-inn—a wholly new; dmside of it. I never had seen ltim;tlmn to compre- No particular item in the tax-bij] that I refuse to pay it. | simply wish to refuse
my native town. [was .ml‘l. v titutions; for it is a shire town.”” 1 begs allegiance to the State, to withdraw ang st
This is one of its DGC.um,l m's o qboll{:. in the door, insmall 32 care
hend what its illllal)ltallli:c%zifas;s were put through the hole in the )

In the morning our brez

- be lc 5 int h() e 3 \b YV
S 3y : (()1"\‘(5 W 1 rown
g-8(1 e | ns 13 i, ar (1 h()llllo ‘1p Of(
(¢ e
nade Of ; d
BE3
Ob O q a > 3

again. I was green
- the vessels again,
. spoon. When they called for the b soted it and said that I
an iron s : , ) rad :
bread and an iy hat bread I had left; but my comra
[0 return whe
enough tot

and aloof from it effectually. I'do not

till it buys g man or
but I am concerned
t, I quietly declare w.

to trace the course of my

to shoot one With—the dollar is innocent —
effects of iy allegiance. In fac

dollar, if could, a musket

to trace the

fashion, though I will st m
as is usual in such cases,
If others pay the tax w
State, they do but wh
they abet injustice to
fax from a mist

ar with the State, after my

ake what use and get what advantage of her can,

T
1 ‘o work at hay
. *he was let out t :
y for lunch or dinner. Soon after 111(? ;nd would not be back till
avy p 1 - overy day, ¢ :
should lay that v I g field, whither he went every ¢ Jyy{‘f he should see me again.
ing in a neighboring ’ : t he doubted if he ) I 33
ing in aneig ) ay, saying tha aid that tax—
2 good-day, saying interfered and paid the
noon; so he bade me ? . pris(;H— for someone uuelfelc;d e Onimon such as he
p out o lace on the ¢ ?
When I came had taken plac aded mary
e hanges ha . . l GI"{V—hedde 3
. ceive that great chang tering and gray
didnot perecive ! ct i?l a youth and emerged a tottering the town and State
i ho went @y ror 1 scene-— 3
observed Vvlho had to my eyes come over the 1d effect. I saw yet more dis-
- ange ne M ) I ne could effect. 13 o
and yet a chang that mere time mong whom
— greater than any t Toat he people among whot
and country gl'ed hich I lived. I saw to what extent t1 Itlnt their friendship
. . state in whic . s riends; tha s 5Tt
tinctly the Std:j 1't wsted as good neighbors and frie tl;’ propose to do right;
. 1 be tru - r did not greatly e
1 lived could - that they did & ) 'stitions, as
s 1 only; tha . . judices and supers
- sunumer weathe 7 their prejudices a
was for sum . from me by theiry ity, they ran no
] | race from . ‘o humanity, they
! vere a distinct ra . ir sacrifices to hu
that they were 1 Malays are; that, in their sacrific re not so noble but they
. 7 and vale ’ . % ;were D
the Chinamen an their property; that, after all, they }V ertain outward obser-
) et to thei .byac
risks, nop even he had treated them and hoped, by traight though useless
treated the thief as h and by walking in a particular s j Tdde my neighbors
‘ew prayers, . P 7 be to judg
and a few o save their souls. This may ave such an

‘hich is demanded
at they have already ¢
a greater extent than tl

aken interest
prevent his going to J

they let their private feelings interfere with the public good.
This, then, is my position at bresent. But gne cann
guard in such g case, lest his action be biased by obstin

for the opinions of mep. Let him see that he does only
and to the hour.

of me from a Sympathy with the -
one in their own case, or rather

e State requires, If they pay the
[ in the individual taxed, to save his property, or
ail, it is because the

v have not considered wisely how far

ot be too much op his
acy or an undue regard
what belongs to himself

38

I think Sometimes, Why, t
they would do better if they ki
treat you as they
should do ag they
kind. Ag

his beople mean well; they
ew how: why give your nei
are not inclined to? But I think again, this
do or permit others to suffer muc
ain, | Sonetimes say to myself, When m

heat, without il will, without personal feeling of
shillings only, without the possibility, such ig tl
Or altering their bresent demand, anq

are only ignorant: 3o
ghbors this pain to

is no reason why I

h greatey pain of a different

any millions of men, without

any kind, demang of you a few

1eir constitution, of retracting
without the Possibility,

vance : : . . :
e T believe 1 tt any of them are not aware that they
- for I believe that ms
harshly; for I eve: nany o' ¢
institution as the jail in their villag

t of
. - came ou

) . oor debtor

. village, when ap

Ly m in our village,

i merly the custo

It was formerly

Oon your side, of
appeal to any other millions, why expose yourself to thig O"’el'whehnmg brute
-ough their fingers, which force? You do not resist cold and hunger, the winds and the waves, thus obsti-
intances to salute him, looking throug nately; you quietly submic (02 thouan s the winds and ¢
jail, for his acquaintances o wichrvon
et rehish msane the taven had a conrt. co s
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nsicel ve iions to 1() 1[11“
g 0 108€e 1
at I ave ]Clc
CO d( the

T 111] ns men, dar dl t of mere l)llli(‘ rinaniy al,e g~ )
3 orece, 3} .o 1 \
! A y a huam ere |
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10NsS O s thnl S I

n 1 NS taneous ]. L ITOL lih‘l O lh(,) 1\’1(11{@1 01
a ANeot )f 1 en
anc <

i [0S any ‘ Co
lions as to so many o

i 5si first . me
sece that appeal is pObblble{lfem to themselves. But if I put nfl} he;cnd eiberatey
, ) ., from th ves: But 11 put i 1 A
them, and sec,ondDL 1o appeal to fire or to the Male e nd e onle
e, there is no ¢ s
o o, thelffl could convince myself that I have {nm ‘;(.Ol‘dmg’ aused
- hes accordingly, and a ,
o 1to treat them accordingly
| ) . " what they and I o
e s they are, anc e e :
N requisitions and expec tatlonls ? o aatiefod
e s and fatalist, 1 should e o is thi
R an®® and fatalist, S
ike a good Mussulme 2 e et ahoewall
e ot r are and say it is the will of God ‘natural force, that I can
e rween ne , ting t‘his and a purely brute or ne
fween resisting this

) 1 ‘[h S “'n‘[ s0Me efrect; l) I “ant { ] I .‘,lf cha O‘)e th ”
eus, O & e

( f " b(' Of ct ca (0] Xpect, 3¢ O

Tesis /1th sone 14 6 i

© 1 e e { 1 e rpheus t ‘h AN

ught to be,

. o ! split hairs,
f the rocks and trees and beg e donowish 0
e | h to quarrel with any man or né o hbows, T seeh
et as better than my neig
I donot wis SRR ’ f
oo o s of the land. I &
i istinctions, or set My s betl an

e dlf"tmc_ an excuse for conforming to t cm e veelf on
e o con efn (n t(; them. Indeed, I have reason 1 I}md N

o ach ye ' s C ound, Ve

ot gatherer comes t

e e governments,

(1 1S ll i (L at ‘. td ('h ear, as “1(’ ax-
] ose 1 O revie \'(:qll‘ 3(1 \:S/ ar 1 p 11101 1 [1[6 0(/‘1101611 and [wike
o ro 1( the ac ANC osiion o
t > t i
D C &

;¢ for conformity.
irit of the people, to discover a pretext for confor | y
e Ve must affect our country as our parents;
Ve n affe ' ’
z\nd iff at any time \\Lf;l(l)}:lngéjng N
N v iy “Ll'y Cye ¢
31:1:::; 2:}:‘;‘(115 effects and 'te‘acix the soul
Matter of conscience and 1’ehgf11ct>1ﬂ:
And not desire of rule or benefit.
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to take a
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higher still, and the highest, who shall say what they are, or that they aye worth
looking at or thinking of at all?

However, the government does not concern me much, and | shall bestow

the fewest possible thoughts oy it. It is not many moments that | live under 5
government, even in this world, If 5 man is 1‘houghr‘free, fzmcy—free, imagin
free, that which /s net never for a long time appearing (o pe
rulers or reflormers cannot fatally interrupt him,

I know that most men think diff@rently from myself; but thoge whose liveg
are by profession devoted to the study of these o kindred subjects content me
as little as any. Statesmen and legislators, standing so completely within the
institution, never distinctly and nakedly behold it. They speak of moving soci-
ety but have no resting-place without it, They may be men of 5 certain experi-
ence and discrimination and have no doubt invented ingenious and even useful
systems, for which Wwe sincerely thank them; but ajl their wit ang usefulness Jie
within certain not very wide limits, They are wont to forget that the world is not
governed by policy and expediency. Webstep! hever goes behing government
and so cannot speak with authority about it. His words are wisdom to those
legislators who contemplate no essential reform in the existing government;
but for thinkers, ang those who legislate for all time, he never once glances at
the subject. | know of thoge whose serene and wise Speculations on thig theme
would soon revey] the limits of his mind’s range and hospita]ity. Yet, compared
with the cheap professions of mogt reformers, and the still cheaper wisdom
and eloquence of politicians in general, his are almost the only sensible and

valuable words, and we thank Heaven for him, Coxm)aratfively, he is always
strong, original, and, above all, practical, Still his quality is not wisdom but
prudence. The lawyer’s truth Is not Truth but consistency, oy g consistent expe-
diency. Truth is always in harmony with herself and is not concerned chiefly
to reveal the Justice that may consist with wrong-doing. He wel] deserves to
be called, as he has been called, the Defender of the Constitution, There are
really no blows to be given by him byt defensive ones, He is not a leader but a
follower. Hig leaders are the men of '87.%2 T hyye never made an effort,” he says,
“and never Propose to make an effort; I have never countenance an effort, and
never mean to countenance an effort, to disturh the arrangement as originally
made, by which the varioys States came into the Union.” Still thinking of the
sanction which the Constitution gives to slavery, he g
bart of the origina] compact—Ilet it stang.” Notwithst
ness and ability, he is unable to take 4 fact out of jts )

ation-
to him, unwise

ays, “Because it was a
anding his special acute-
nerely political relations

*! Danjel Webster (1 782-1852) One of the most brilliant oy
Secretary of siate from 1841 1o 1843, which ig why Thore,
factory critie- of governmeny,

ators of his time, He was
au thinks he cannot be a satis-

~

® men of 87  Tha man «a.

73!
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dienc,y

the empire, Is 5 d

€mocracy such as w- ,
in government? Is it not possible ¢

Improvement Possible
Organizing the

Otake g step further to

wards recognizing ang
rights of man?» There wi] hever be a really free and enlighteneq
f . . . . . . .
Cate man— from § State until the State comes to recognize the Individual as 4 higher ang indepen-
to speak absolutely, and as a p”\a,e f 1cred" “The | | dent bower, from which all jtg OWn power and authority are deri\'ed, and treatg
: ‘ofessing to spes ; ight be inferred? . N ACCOr Tl - .
-ing, while professing " social duties migh ) him accordingly. [ please myge
following, w . ar code of socia . s where slavery &1 3
hich what new and singular coc ernments of those States where sl
whic w ich the gov 2
« ‘hich the &
" says he, "in wl
manner, says ?

. - their responsibil-
s dorat wder their re
late it, is for their own (-()1151(1(?1&11(?11,1 U humanity, and justice,
. e 1O reguiate 1, 1s ’ ctitlty, -
exists are to 1ect‘11< \ts, to the general laws of proprie i\ 11 a feeling of human-
itv ‘heir constituents, & e oringing from @ s o
ity to their iations formed elsewhere, springing ith it. They have never
) - ciations forme B with it. They he
and fo God. Assoct: e, have nothing whatever to do e
; other cause, he  never will.™
ity, or any other ca . , hey neve e ot
e (?1 ‘ 1311\' encouragement from e, dn}ll ti who have traced up its stream
received any € er sources of truth, s and drink
; 1wer sou . fution, and
ST now of no pu . e Constit )
They who k1 1 wisely stand, by the Bible and th
i | stand, and wisely ¢
no higher, s

If with imagining a State at Jast which can afforq
to be just to all m

e and to treat the individua] With respect
which evep would not think it inconsisten

to live aloor from it, ney meddling with it 1
the duties of lieighbors ang fellow-me
and suffered jt to drop off ag fast

Still more perfect ang glorious
anywhere seep,

as a heighbor,
eif a few were
Lby it, who fulfilled a)
it bore thig kind of fruit
d prepare the way for a
50 I have imagine( but not yet
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in America. They are 44
) . ared in America. 3
ith a genius for legislation has appeared s, and eloguent men
Mo man with (f ?he world. There are orators, 1)0111116. ‘ m(’)um to speak who
in the history o ; s
vare i the 11151011. but the speaker has not yet oponel( lay. We love eloquence
- and; put the § ions of the day. i
by the thouss ) h-vexed questions oism it may
N TN much-vex - or any heroism
. , f settling the ‘hich it may utter or any
is capable o for any truth which it ma; of free-trade
: for any tr ative value of free
for its own sake and not . he comparative ve ) ’
for its own sz -yet learned the genius or
. islators have not y ion. They have no ge
P amiTe 1 legislators . o, to a nation. & )
inspire. Owr leg i 1 of rectitude, to 2 o, commerce
[ union, and o ion and finance, co
" freedom, of union, ) £ taxation an e
and of freedom, | le questions of tas -dv wit of leg-
-atively humble qu ) 7 to the wordy wi g
1t for comparatively hu - we were left solely to th ¥
tatent for comp: ; and agriculture. If we were left solely
: facturers and agric
and manufac

the moral view that Thoreay Maintains?

iled account of his
lesson that Thoreau leay

reau’s use ofirony is in paragra
ve in hijs argument?

3. Thoreay Provides us wich 5 deta mprisonment (paras,
28-35). What is the ethical

ned in prison?
4. One example of Tho

ph 25 What other examples

of irony seem effectj

5. In Thoreay’s view, what js
minority population?

6. How clear js Thoreau’s Position on ethijcs and morality? What is MOost convine
ing to you?

the ethical responsibility of 3 government to 3

sonable experience
rected by the seasonab ; .
Congress for our guidance, uncorrected ,b”\ would not long retain her
Y o 3 Al NETres & ) A werica w
islatorsin Fons i {f the people, Ar - o | have
fectual complaints o s, though perchanc
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California and which redrew the national border on the Rio Grande, giving
Texas to the United States. He felt it was not an ethical war, for after its end,
the nation had to decide whether to permit slavery in the acquired lands. The
ensuing debate set the stage for the Civil War. If Thoreau thought the Mexican
War was not ethical, what would he have thought about the Civil War?

Do some research on the Mexican War and decide whether or not there were
any significant ethical concerns that warranted Thoreau’s reaction. Who was
fighting? Who started the war? What were President Polk’s intentions, and were

those intentions ethical?

Examine quotations from Thoreau that focus on the individual and the ques-
tion of justice and ethical treatment of the individual by government. What

are the values of the government that Thoreau describes, and how might that
government see its moral obligations to the governed? How would it treat
matters of justice, ethics, and morality? To what extent does the government of
Thoreau's time resemble the government of our time?

CONNECTIONS Thoreau was especially sympathetic to the plight of African
American slaves and would likely have shared the views of Martin Luther King
Jr. What advice might Thoreau have given King? Apply the basic ideas of “Civil
Disobedience” to the circumstances in which King found himself. What did
each of these men learn about themselves while in prison? What did prison
mean to them?

Slavery in the United States in 1849 was protected by national laws that had to
be observed even by states that had abolished slavery. These were federal laws
largely created by the slave states for the protection of “property.” The Fugitive
Slave Laws of 1793 and 1850 were enacted by Congress. Thoreau knew these
laws and resisted them. Research these laws and explain how Congress could
have imagined them to be ethical and just. Do you think enough attention is
paid to ethical issues when Congress enacts such wide-ranging laws?

CONNECTIONS One conflict between Aristotle (p. 688) and Thoreau concerns
their attitudes toward the state. Thoreau’s view suggests that the individual's
values are foremost and that the individual must resist the state when he or

she thinks the state is in the wrong. Aristotle reveres the state and says that the
highest good for humankind is likely to be found in statecraft; therefore, values
other than those of the state always come second. Write an essay that attempts
to resolve the conflict between these two authors. Which of their arguments
can you most effectively support?
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