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The Survival of African
Religions n the Americas

lon Butler has recently argued that the transatlantic slave trade sha
tered African systems of religion, describing it as “a_holocaust that de.
stroved collective religious practice in colonial America.” Tewould no
have becnattogether surprising had those \Wenced the trauma
of scparation and sale in West and West Central Africa, who vere
herded like cattle on to the slave ships, completely lost their faith in
* gods who seemed to have abandoned them and in deities who ap-
peared unwilling or unable to protect them. Some, believing perhiaps
that their gods Iad indeed forsaken them or that the superior “magic

) ST g . . o
er,n.n Come Shouting to Zion: African American Protestantism in the Americd? S(Jl.!-" 9
British Caribbean to 1830 by Sylvia R. I'tey and Betty Wood. Copyri ot o 1995

University of North Carolina Press. Used by permission of the publisher.



aropean oppressors had Prevailed, iy;
Pt

| - € lost their fy54
AT anently o temporarily; the Majority . aith,
' - 1“" N

et Africans turmed to their godsand ao
L | §

Bk that gave st t A delU}cd their fﬁ]igioug
ions 1 wavs tha ],__)dx_ah:» rue ulre and Meaning to the present an
L i, Cauthority over their ne : : 1
n enged 1 | J their persons being clained by Fuy-
it 3 : ’ e ‘ d
™ gy remembering anc recreating the past, the
.- Fl‘- L

i tiure, whatever that future
, fuiure,

for “I" | e Ships had been torn
R | I .

vl v

Y produce hope
at those taken o
mstitutional frameworks
Patently obvious, Howe
owed enormoug courage, re-
religious structures tq cope
e British plantation colonies

might hold, T},
from the
"o traditional religious cultures g
(e

oL L ervived the Middle Passage sh
phoss qd ingenuity in devising new
1 I1\.L.;-I' -l =2 ; .

il the demands that enslavement in th
with e =

ver,

An Hem
Wili{;:;.,:;a_ of Africans were forcibly removed from cultural, social,
sic.and politiadl contexts that were not precisely identical and
?Cmu]ﬂl:]‘---‘ lmtc!"l iational slave trade. Indeed, the trade thrived on often
ii\lj,r ;lljﬂ‘i,:‘tf_:f}il}'ii]i.‘- among different ethnic gm?ps and African na-
tions, which sometimes resurfaced in the New World. But there were

' highly signifi undarittes n-the religious cultures and
o some highly significant similarites ligi

e i

T,

languages of many of _ﬂar'):x_f:"_s,_-_!;ip_]zid Pf)_?ﬂijﬁ]lf\l‘l‘liTiﬂl. Pr;futc ?]ie{iaﬁ
har<Tave s be filled and dispatched as quicklyas p:):sm le, d“}(’[’hat
wsually involved loading at a single port rather thau_ Lnashllﬁg.l. o
did not necessarily mean that all those ;?[Een (()jrr; }E:ir:]h:&)ﬁ;T{:;::f‘:gal)lv
¢l caniie from the immediate vicinity of the port, i ’
been r}htarmlcd “from a restricted and culturally quite I;zzl?ffgﬁs;t
one.” The “comparative cohesiveness” of thﬂ_f?l'%]‘(_“-]s.l ortant in the
raditions that crossed the Atlantic would be C?hca 1V Tf E’:an religious
ormulation of traditional West and West (”enhat"nrsome “explic-
tures in the New World, Those cultures would retai

t West African . . forms.”

MU“ \{I ica s tf'dl'lﬁl)(]]'ted f] o th{?lr ]]01113]3

h century subscribed to tradi-
I 1 s ] -l \c
o e v trade in the early nineteenth ¢

tanity for the
anity for
' ter Christianity
tong] reli%irms cultures, and they would enciou: i o include d 3
R PAN : ¥ ) Nanr 4 S ’
e the Americas. However, ihe s Llwvt [ Versions of Islam an
i - < ’ . : -
Mat.: J . " thelr &
ltering of people who adhered

. !1\"6 t}]{- "

i : actices
Mistianity, T1 caditional beliefs and pra
I' : ra

B5age 4 hd t3

| ke ther place Alnngmdc
U H’]Q vf_'.l'\,’

o World.
different contexts of the New

s
Y e -



maY s B

=
-

gy .

-_ . WS =BT

124 Svhvia R. Frev and Betty Wood

destroved the e of

uf > ’h.
to African pt“Plt

forgot-
L‘lll()"

aves in Africa usually
re of such significance
] cost of that destruction to the

Caplure and sale of sl
family and kioship that we

and the pe il and communa
remained as well as to those who were taken should be neither

len noOT inderestimated. But the physical, psychoiogica], and
honal brutality of the Middle Passage did not destroy memor: =
cxperience, and expertise. Although stripped of much of th:—:rr.nul "
y who survived the Middle Passage retained <t

ative use 1N the Anerteds.

culture, every African
no buriing sc}_lsc

tural attributes that could be put to cre _

|'he captains and crews of British slave ships felt o ffer
of mission to proselytize, but they were neither ignnr;ni of nor 111( et
ent to the often religiously inspired behavior of their humar (.d.fs-., )L
Viest were acutely cunscit)us of the fact that those on board their ves-
sels were not totally demoralized but at any moment might seck what
r conmon objective: their return to Africa. The arrangements
organized resistance difficult but not totally
Is had left African watcrs. There 18 NO record
hat occurred on the Middle Passage, but
d two a year ol British
and some depended
- their inspiration and

was ther

on the slave ships made

impossible once the vesse
of the number of uprismgs i
during the eighteenth century they average
\any involved women as well as mei,

yetices fo

slavers.
tional religious beliefs and pr:

upon trad
execution. .

For captive Africans,
New World marked the end
nother. On another |

rrival of a slave ship in the
of one stage in their journey and the be-
ovel. however, surviving the Middle
albeit a critically significant one, in
4 continuum of religious beliefs and practices. Once they were in the
New World, the convictions that had so fortified these men and
Cwere en route to the Americas were neither casually
_ d as unmecessary or irrelevant. The ritualistic es-
pressions of these convictions would be broadly similar to West and
West (,:_-r_ai_mi African ones, but the focal circumstances in which en-
\fricans found themselves dictated that they could never be

in one sense the

giinng of a
Passage proved to be but one point,

women while the
forgotien nor discarde

\li]\t.'{l
’f-*i”'flft'ui_l- \f)\f'flt‘rt, i the Americas would Africans be able to dupli-
(.fnlf. their Ir;l(]IhHrl.'-lI Irch;_;n;nm wstermns. What they were able to do, and ;
often verv successfully, was to piece ' wonici
. A picce together new syste : '
remnants of the old. 5 ew systems from the
| here were siennifi |
e significant var T _
5 ariations 1n the plunl'alu.m CCconomies thal

evolved in British America t
ritish America throngh the middle vears of the t:I&.',h!ucntll

e




-

1he Suryiyg) of African Re
. A e
v

u'nhm.
willy Pl

]
g Py

.J B
h_e__,mm in the .\rm-f:('dh' [25
[ hutlw.nn]w pon

e worlds that iy
e wor s th

thousangs of Afric
Creasingly the
at they g 5.1

he, > Lhe pre.
N On partienl. “ '

ON partiey] drticulay "eighborl e,
and PTONImity of those ¢y

eal rale gy the forp,.
anily apn Kinsh
al Commupipy-
V. profound)
inlcgrit}‘ of family
“OMposition of Spititual comy
an inﬁnitc'y comple

vV influence the
and Kinship networks, Precise
Wnities, A of these fa¢

X mvr~ciu1ngiug fashion iy
beliefs and practices to shape the domestic

i-anndpc-npic. The private worlds that ¢
the British Caribbean and Southern 1
teenth ang mid-cighteenth ce
the degree 1o which i
Upoi their African
bilities, .

! traditiony) African
and commyy,
volved in the slave
ainland betyee
nturies differed not so m
Proved possible for eng)
Pasts to deal with present re

al Iy ot

Quarters of
n the midseven.
uch in kind as iy,
aved people to draw

alities and futyre POssi-

Just as significant in the definition of

number of Africans imported and the o | o
time were the ethpic ongims of those taken to the p]mitahont €o m\ncrt
= . . . = 5 - gy -n lln, ‘.-'.a »
Africans, wrote Richard Ligon in the mid seventeent 1.ce i
: Jarbados| from . Guinny  and Binny, some fro .
tetched |[to Barbados . ! : s i
: - : ome from the River of Gambia,
: - Angola, and some frop
Cutchew, some from Angola, : L by that means. one of the o
> T ages, and by that means, -
<) spoke “severa ldllglldgtb»}dl d of the century an -
: - " F 1 o " 3 l) A /) |
stands not another.” Toward t.‘lt I fety of the Plantations depends
British author explained that “the .'nl”tC: itvy: who tiot undersianding
pon having Negroes from all parts of Gu ‘,t and cannot agree to
ich others l-mgu;lgm and Customs, do uot, many Negroes from
CadC : - 15 Al ’ sre are too ] e
Rebel, as they would do . . . when there are right about the diversc
“(.j ! o These: o commentatons wcrcl‘; Ignd(“‘ but thev failed
f”l(. .‘?l“] r\'l— ] a og s 3 l'(} 'Jr € =0 29 Iy “i _
bac unds of the Africans being 5hIPP-Ld-| itics between their }mf
ackgrounds y ighly sigraficant similarities a combination o
o record the often highly sig imilarities reflected a ¢ ith evoly-
ustoms.” These similaritie: frica together wi i
2 1ages. und (,n:,tnnls'f t and West Central Atri ] r regions and ethnic
- . i West a : qeula '
factors CPErating \\th. Africans from particu
g pluanter preferences for .
ETOn vy

ave culture as the total
bb and flow of imports over



—— R W

N

126 Svivia R. Frev and Betty Wood

: . . u antation
Ule el origms of the Africans shipped to the British Pl"nl ree

: : a - ateldy
colonies varied regionally and over time. However, the ultimate’
cans are

oncilable ethie identities of many newly enslaved Afri

apparent. Betore the mid-eighteenth century three regio™’ supplled
the W mdward Coast. the Gold Coast, and the Bight of Bemn’cricas y
roughly two-thirds of the Africans transported 10 the il;?dls of the

British slavers. By 1807, however, “approximately two-t

. I L e een drawn
\trican-horn populations of the British Caribbean had b .
there were 1m-

crom the Big iafra and ce ica. HoweVer
rom the Bight ot Biatra md central Africa ’dpeoplﬁs o e

nortant variations in the African origins of the enslave :
l : the most important

Rritish sugar islands. Thus. “the Bight of Biafra was M leewind Is

wnree of slaves |for] the southern Caribbean, but in th
' ted.” Just under half of

Linds Central Africa and Senegambia domina
Al the Africans landed in Jamaica before 1607 were Ibos from the
Bight of Biafra or Bakongo people from Central Africa. . .

" In the Southern mainland, around 60 percent of the Afrlca_ns im-
ported into Virginia between 1718 and 1726 were from tht‘:' Bight O_f
Renin: during the 1730s roughly ame from the B!g_ht of Bi-
afra or Angola. Under 70 percent of the 8,045 Africans shipped to
~30s had been brought from Angola, and

another 6 percent are known to have originated in the Gambia region.
5 500 Africans landed in Savannah between

Around ! percent of the Z,
1766 and 1771 came from Gambia, 16 percent came from Sierra

[eone, and 10 percent came from Angola. Another 6 percent were said

o “Gambia and Sierra Leone,” while 3 percent had been
ent were identified as

85 percent C

Charleston during the late |

to D¢
brought from Senegal. Of the remainder, 14 perc
havine come from the “Rice Coast,” > percent from the “Grain Coast.”
and the others simply from “Africa.”

I'he African regions that predominated in the slave trade to the
British plantation colonies were not ethnically monolithic, but "a sin-
;;:_;:iﬁ ethnic group often accounted for a large proportion of the slaves
from a particular region.” The extent to which particular groups were
able to preserve their “cultural habits” once in the New World de-
pended upon many factors, one of the most important of which was
their concentration on anv given estate or in any given neighhnrhr,-od
| The precise local mix of ethnic origins in particular colonies var
ied, as did the size and the proximity of the estates upon which ¢/
slaved Africans found themselves. Slm‘*eholdmgs in the Southern n!
land were much smaller and far more dispersed than they were 1? the
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British Caribbean. Local ratiog of Europeans to Africans also varied,
[t ex erviy here in the Southern mainland they were rnuch ]';ight’:l’ than
mn any of “'t'_ sugar aslands, In the early cighté(:nth century, for exam-
sle, the Sn{lth Carolina parish r)fGno.f;c Creek contained around 500
cislaved Africans but about twice that number of Furopeans; in Barba-
Jos and Jamaica, on the other hand, a single sugar plantation was likely
0 he worked by two or three hundred slaves under the direction of one
ite overseer. Colonial Georgia’s largest slavehiolder, Governor James
Wright, held 523 bondpeople, thereby putting himself on a par with
~renier sugar planters. His slaves, however, were employed not on one
hut on eleven different plantations, indicative of the belief that the op-
s number of workers per unit of rice production was between
‘1w and forty. Emiment rice and sugar planters may have had similar
nnnbers of slaves, but they organized their operations very differently
sl im ways that were to be highly significant in the definition of the
e ate lives constructed by their workforces.

Sex ratios and age structures were important in shaping many as-
pects of Iife 1 the slave quarters. As we have seen, most slave ships car-
ried at least two men for every woman, and this imbalance persisted for
wnvmg lengths of ime m the New World. For instance. during the
17305, a decade of particularly heavv slave imports m Prince George’s
Counlty, Virginia, the sex ratio was m the order of 187 men to every 100
women. On estates with more than ten slaves it soared to 249 to 100.
Between 1755 and 1775 the ratio of men to women on Georgia estates
wasaround 146 to 100, but on plantations with more than forty slaves it
ose to 152 to 100. Depending upon the slaves” ethnic mix, the preser-

stion of “cultural habits” might have been more viable on larger plan-
tations. but it is also possible that their imbalanced sex ratios mav have
generated intense rivalries among men who were in search of sexual
partners, #

~ Richard Ligon and the anonymous pamphleteer of 1694 believed
that varied African “language and customs” could be used by Euro-
Peans as g lughh Cffcch\';; mearns .-'_;f securing rama] (:!3!’1!‘1”(.:'!. Their arro-
gant ::w.nmpf"imi was that Africans were intellectually incapable of tran-
:Jf-li-jllrlfug; the linguistic and cultural differences that :::x:st‘ed_ among
e In fact, these ljngum::' ditterences were not &1\'.'.1_‘{5 as SEVEreE, or
:C:'}’;‘:}l'lf unta bh"t as these Lm{_tcmpt:ra‘n ]mn:m;;*fﬁgﬂ}:f‘iﬂfi
iy, r;f{};] Some ”,‘"“ﬁ"‘““ could find thmu: ‘.eh-:“ B K d- - !d

audah Equiano. who upon his arrival in Virgima discovere
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often making the
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\fricans who, if not “culturally hmnogcncﬂmﬁ . the case of cnmment
i 4 L Il g \rhee © serally 1 ' ’
culturally compatible. These choices, espeei han one person from

5 ase of more t s :
the purchasn e e separation of
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| that “on large
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ble finding members of

» gubsequent purchases
1t African port could in-

planters, usually involved
am given shipment. Such pu
couples, families, and friends,
slaves would typically have no
their own nation with whom to communicate.

from slave ships that had set sail from @ differer iyl xs A—
troduce to the plantation represcntahvcs from other groups.

The resulting linguistic and cultural variations may have .rCﬂcctcd 9
deliberate policy of ethnic mixing, but they qauld also hmle reflected
an pragmatic decisions to satisfy labor requirements as
es to do so arose.
tlantic slave trade was organized
and the purchasing habits of planters meant that enslaved Africans
could be both united and divided by language. The reconciliation of
linguistic ditferences was achieved in each of Britain’s plantation
colonics with a speed and a facility that often astounded Europeans.
The spread of Islam in West and West Central Africa was a particularly
s, providing as it did the fragments of a

important part of this proce
common vocabulary, if not of a common language. Within a compara-

tivelv short time, each of the plantation colonies had developed its own

rehases ofte

but they could
estates ¢ no trou

nothing more th

and when the opportuniti
The manner in which the transe

lingua franca. . . .
Wiriting in 1750, Hughes, the Anglican rector of the Barbadian

parish of St. Lucy, noted that the “Mirth and Diversions” of the island’s
L?‘I‘lbla\{‘(l p(}p[llati(}n "‘diffcr HC('()F(}illg to th('.‘ CUStOﬂlS Of SO Tany }\‘:3,
tions intermixed.” He added that “the Negroes in general ;lre.venv'tem-
cioush addicted to the Rites, Ceremonies and Superstitions of their

Ou;},l C( . £ »” ; ,
P C::::frfs' but he did not suggest that these strongly held reli
‘.:”I_](.“]“{'-C ll(ﬁ I]('Iﬂ-') WOTC 4 SOree i’)f overl ph)"}lcal C()[]ﬂi(‘t, 'N(]]’ dl‘.‘ hl'

, A8 have sonwe lL'f_r-"]! “L-'h”]al‘s_ tl]at the C()]'nlnlln,_}l pl‘ﬁl

mance of “Rites” and “Ceremonies ”
il “mav Mtltlsh‘mdh(”"" monies,” which he did not describe ¢
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senbial compatibility of iy of 1eae “Rites Coremonmes e ¢ .
stitions. b Ll
[ the carly 1680, Morgan Godwan, o chrchman whe o,

"H‘Ilfill 1 [)t'i\ﬂiltllllﬁ the \ll[tlll'.‘lll ITTRALK by i |,u||||”” ol II]. ikl
\gitl\'.'llld ”I(‘ 1'('\“.‘!'”“1\. ol |!ln‘u-]\ Ltz cnslaved Al e || hll: Il:; ‘i I
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that Iltill(li)t'“])l(‘ e Barbados and Virgooa <linge 1o oy G il
¢ " i & " ¥ QLAY iy
“Heathen Rites.” 1o their “barhavons helivionr Ll pr | e
. W . - * LU AT
Worship and Ceremontes ol Religion - then Polygamy ki
4 LITRT l,f“h‘.

irous Dances, and Revels.” "They had “brought out of Ay, (o
Comimlc(], VArions "!{ccrvdn'un.-\- and Clustoms™ 1l th.“"m:l“ "h -I“Im
vond any shadow of a doubt thewr “hnpiety™ and they '“n':h.m!'f-
Among the three "Recreations and Customs” specilically mention. -I;
Godwyn, probably because they were the best known 1o b wer ll:‘-
“Idolatrous Dances, .emd Revels; 0l which they uswally spepd l'l“.“ ,\;m:
dav after tlle. necessity of labour for their Provisions . hus bheen com
plied with.
sodwyn acknowledged that “the Gentiles anciently did e
and practice Dancing, as a part of Divine Worship; and no less alvo did
the Jews,” but he claimed that the dances performed by Afvican, m B
Lados and Virginia were but one of the more obvious mantestahions ol
their “Idolatry.” He based his “Conjecture™ on the faet “thal they use
their Dances as a means to procure Rain,” presumably for thew provs
gon cronnds rather than for their owners” canc and tohacco helds
Godwin did not describe these ritual dances, but Ligon didd e em
shasized that, in Barbados at any rate, therc was “no st dancg” but
that men and women performed their dances separaltely and “nay
dance 2 whole day [to] their Musick” As for “Their motions,” Ligan e
corded that “their hands [have] more of motion than their feet. and
their heads more than their hands.” ) '
Writing a quarter of a century after Godwyn, S11 [Hans Mnm'“i
made no mention of men and women dancing -"'"l"”"h'l"" bt he di
: “ a ' 1 ot aotivily and strength
omment that their ritual dances entailed “greal (ullll\ 1|  ehles tyd to
;fBU(]_\-. aud ktclm‘% time if it can be.” The ;_l;|1f‘3"-‘r".':'::.h Iltu-\ nithe @
n:[;ii llj'gs .Inld. \-\"Il'isls‘, and in H‘wir H‘tldgl :)Illlr'ld‘tnlm'vrllIL' i t.lll l'lllj
Keeping in time with one W ho makes I addition, WS
| outh of ay ety Gourd or Jar with his hands. heir Rumps. e
Y Often” fhe e gt “they . . - i€ COW Tails to thel
1¢ case that “they ..
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add such other things to their Bodies in several places, as to 81 s
veny extraordinany appearance.” European commentators would con-
e to be both tuscimated and repelled by what they regarded 2° the
croticisim of the ntual danees performed by enslaved Africans: Unff?l’tu—
nately, their deseniptions of these dances were usually s0 ‘general?zed
as to preclude any possibility of linking them to specific African
antecedents. ’

Jisl as distasteful to Morgan Godwyn as ritual dﬂ;_'mcmg was the
“confidence” placed by enslaved Africans “in certain Figures and ugly
Representations, of none knows what besides themselves. ) In the ab-
sence of “more Magnificent Temples.” these “Deities” were us:ua]ly en-
shrin/ed] in some I-arthern Potsherds.” Such was the power attributed to

these “Deities.” continned Godwyn, that “Fugitives and Rm’mx\'a_\,s
at they were “able to protect them in their

were utterly convineed th
to mention who had made

Flight. and from Discovery.” Godwyn failed
and supplied these "chfcsmlt;ltinns," but almost certainly they had
been sanctified, if not made, by sacred specialists the slave quarters.
The third of the “Customs™ that Godwyn correctly surmised had
heen “brought out of Africa” was what he mistakenly referred to as
“Polyeamy.” The main point at issue here was not the absence of sexual
morality but the absence of a particular sexual morality: that predicated
upon Anglican belicts and assumptions concerning sexuality and mar-
nage. In Barbados, Godwyn maintained, neither planters nor Anglican
churchmen took much interest in the sexual partnerships formed by
slaves. Bondpeople entered into such partnerships “by mutual agree-
ment amongst themselves” and with a “frequent repudiating and
changing of . .. Wives, usual amongst most Heathens.” Godwyn cot-
cluded that it was principally because of the “Connivance and Tolera-
tion” of their owners that enslaved Africans continued to practice “Po-
lygamie.” Most planters, he charged, “csteeming them but as Cattle.
and desirous of their Encrease, are apter to encourage, than to restrat’
them fromit.” . ..
Most l'iurr:apcan commentators, including the clcrg}-‘. had |
say about the formation of family and kinship ties by slaves, e
the patterns of courtship that preceded the taking of a marriage |
ner, whether the widespread African convention of dowries persiie™
or the circiimstances that might result in the voluntary dissolutio ™
marriage. However, from the few clues left by contempord™ A
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peans, it s clear that !r;:diiim.ml .*\frica_ﬂ as,s.nH;Pjt-iluns'aml Practices
were adapted 1o meet the requirements of the 5.‘1"". quartcr:. :_-’\\ John
Woolman commented of the Chesapeake colonies in the 1740, “Ne-
sroes marny atter their own way.” _
(e of the carliest Llcscripiium of a marriage cereumny de\'ised b_\'
slaves i the Southern mainland dates trom 1731, The ritual toek
place m North Caroling and. in its fundamentals. would haye been in.
.it.mli\ recognizable in many parts of West and West Centry] Africa, Ac.
cordimg to John Brickell's account. “Their Marriages are generally per.
tormed  amonest themselves, there being very little CCremony yyqe(
upon that Head: for the Man makes the Woman » Present, such as a
Rruss Ring or some other loy, which if she accepts of be
Wite: but if ever they part from each other, whicl frequent]
upon anv little Disgust, she returns his Present- The

tacts no longer binding them, than the woman kee
ig-;'! '

comes hjs
v happens.
se kind of Cop.
Ps the pledge give

-+ [ Marriage was also a cause for public celebration, which af-
imied and reaffirmed. at the same time it created, ties of family, kip.
ship. and friendship that often extended beyond the boundaries of
the plantation or plantations upon which the couple resided. I the

Hs. for example, Thomas Bacon wrote of the “small congrega-
tions - brought together” bv slave marriages on Maryland’s Fastern
Shore. Almost forty vears later, James Barclay remarked of the custon
n the Carolina Low Country that if the couple to be married were
well aequainted in the place, multitudes of men, women and chil-
wren 1o the amount of severa) hundreds,” would “flock together from
e neighbouring plantations” to participate in the festivities. He added
Mt marriages were usually “kept in the night,” not for any specifically
"ehgions reason but “because in the day-time [slaves] must work for

e

6 masters” |
By the mid-eighteenth century sacred specialists figured promi-
enth in vrtually every European account of Africans in the Brih"sh
-inbbean, Europeans frequently confused the activities and precise
SUhcance of different sacred specialists, more often than ot empl"}f
"2 the SENETIC term ( Ybeah, or Obi , abbreviated forms of the Ashanti
wever, they were accurate on several points: It “’?s Sef
il helg that “the Professors of Obi are, and always u-'er?.'NHfﬂ‘t‘Sf‘f;f
Y4, ang one other” and that they had “brought the Science wit

Hrs

"d Ohgye H




L5

132 Sylvia R I'rey and Betty Wood

i
then” This “Science,” claimed Europeans, was “umversally prae.
iced™ i the British ¢ ..'II'JI')I)L'I&‘I‘IlLr“ seans wrongly applied the term

In a.l_u\.(-gll}ilsg ()hcn'z, : 1] (-l”nﬁ'“-'d witches with Myalmen ang

witcheraft OF soreery ang ,“, el o : o fusion of re]igious offices
women. In fact, Obeah was the result of a f : ’
several of which originally had ()\'ﬁ'l'lﬂl)lmlg POWCES and }mctlons, and
shared common beliefs and practices of different African pfeop]es.
The fusion of functions is apparent in the powers that }&z'ere ascrlbeq to
them by European observers. They included diagnosing and treatll.}g
discases—in Africa usually the work of a medicine man or a herbalist
and sometimes 2 diviner: Obtaining revenge for injuries or insults, or
curing the bewitched — in Africa the responsibility of the witch doctor:
the discovery and punishment of theft or adultery—in Africa the work
of the diviner; and the prediction of future events—in Africa the work
of highly trained mediums or diviners.

The cultural traditions of the varioys religious specialists were pre-
served directly through the slave trade, the vehicle by which they were
transported to the New World. Under the disintegrating effects of
bondage, most of the regalia of the sacred specialists and the parapher-
nalia of their practices was lost. However, many, if not most, of the an-
cient remedies, magical potions and ornaments, rattling gourds, and
feathers and animal parts used in the conduct of religious offices, sur-
vived. The sacred offices themselves also survived, byt they too began
to change. By the cighteenth century they reappeared in a different
form known in all the plantation colonies as Obeah,
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I NC Iransatlantic

Slave Trade

The AHZ-”"“L' ﬁhl\'c trade took the shape that it did i CONSEQUEnCe of
the survival of slavery in the Mediterrancan world during thye ;\Ilr[rlljv
Ages. Black slaves had been carried to all the principalities iy \‘f.'r,;
Africa and the castern Mediterrancan for lundreds of VCars, Ia-‘:"fih::is‘?{.
E—Fﬁ.lmtm l.*-g,‘-'l)_.t. Those slaves in antiquity derived i)rim.i;)dl?x fr,;?b,,(;v‘
Ethiopia, with the consequence that, as late as the fifteent], S bl‘. /
black sl;wc:s were often known as “Ethiops,” whencesoever thesy rtali.':
derived. The expansion of Muslim power in West Africa flnr'ing the
Middle Ages made possible an expansion of a trade in black dJaves
northwards across the Sahara from West Africa: the traveler Thy Bat-
tutah recorded meeting them at almost every stage of his jonrney there
in the fourteenth century; and he left with six hundred women sJaves,
Black Africans worked as servants, soldiers, and in fields in the Arab
Mediterranean. Throughout modern history, blacks were especially
sought after as eunuchs in the Muslim world, for use both as civil ser-
vants and in harems: the well-known picture by the painter Levnii in Is-
tanbu! entitled The Chief Black [Funuch Conducts the Young Prince to
the Circumcision Ceremony is dated c. 1720-32; but it could have rep-
resented a scene at any time between 1000 A.D. and 1900.

Some black slaves reached Muslim Spain and Portugal from
Africa in the late Middle Ages, and some went to the Christian ternto-
ries: indecd, the religious brotherhood still known as “Los Negntos
was founded in Seville in the late fourteenth centur};b}' a be.mgn &T(Ih(i
bishop.” Not long afterwards, the Portuguese began first to kldélépz; iﬂof
then to barter for, slaves as they made their way down the west coas

14 | ' s . They were looking for
Africa in the second half of the fiftecnth century. Theywe >

t ‘ ' tl } > 21 '-:':te('nih
oy . 1 -l . ~ ],lc L Ill‘i I t '( &
”l(,' hlllt'!t'fl]l)(')(l Seems now t” h('. (,”“]'CI‘ “hltﬁ- I)ut it wa
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Tt Qlave Trade: A Retiee”
. B .+ from “The Slave Trade .
IR(.pnI”“'d with the permission of Sunon & SChU;t-us!;::: Trade: 1H40-13 0, by Hoeh
O in The Slave Trade: The Stary of the Atlar “',.] 997 by Hugh Thomas. .

homas ( New York: 19951, pp. 9295, Copyright ©



gold but, finding little of it, made do with men and women. These
slaves were brought back to Lisbon and sold either there or in Spamn or
Italy: the Lish o ¢ loreatine Bartolommeo Matchionni, a renaissance
man in every sense of the word, became the first modern Furopean
slave merchant on the grand scale. i ,

King Ferdinand the Catholic of Aragon and the K1ng—ngpcmr
Charles V' did not realize that they were initiating d F—’,Teflt change when,
in the cady sixtcenth “century, th&‘M‘]]iSSiO]L ﬂrs_t for t;W“ hup-
dred. thon Tor four thousand;sh\'c:s' o be carried to the New World. Y_Ct
they were nenetheless the pioneers of the slave trade as we kr.low it:
when the admirable North American novelist Lc?ms Auchincloss
caused his character Winthrop Ward, in the story “The Beau{_\_’ of t}}e
Lilies.” to ask himself, walking down to his office Walll St.rcc:t in
1857, why had “the first blithering idiot to bring a b!ac;k man in irons to
the New World not been hanged?” he was unwittingly referring to

those monarchs.

The reason why the Atlantic slaigirigl_eﬁt_e_d—s;o_l_oﬁgist_hat,_iw
Americas, the Africans proved to be admirable workers, strong enough
esnrive the Tieat and hard work on sugar, coffee, or cotton planta-
FoTT GT T TITeS 1 DI Tding fOrtresses of merely acting as servants;
and, at the same tme, they werc good-naturcd and usually docile.

‘ Many black slaves had experience of agriculture and cattle. Both in-
digenous Indians and Furopeans seemed feeble compared with them.
That was why European slaves, of whom there had been some in
Spain, especially from Greece or the Balkans, in the fifteenth century,
were never tried out in the Americas. African Muslim slaves were more
difficult to control for, as the Brazilians found in the 1830s in particu-
lar, some of them were at least as cultivated as their masters, and were
capable of mounting formidable rebellions.

This large labor force would not have been available to the Euro-
peans in the Americas without the cooperation of African kings, mer-
chants, and noblemen. Those African leaders were, as a rule, neither
bullied nor threatened into making these sales (for sales they were
cven if the bills were settled in textiles, guns, brandy, cowrie shells.
tﬁgcll;;ii;?ll;ﬁz::;nzill]lri\ :l:; on ).' W Iwu, in ]Fﬁjz, the sElltﬁlll of l\llo.roci“-‘ tnlt?

: - at he thought that “the traffic in slaves is a 4%

( ool - vk : - . of
n which all sects and nations have agreed from the time of the 30" ’

Adam,” he ¢ : indec
m,” he could have beer speaking for all African rulers; or " g




TR A RASRAARALLCATLLIC! h[ave ', ,_
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"II_]_I"“R?[)CH“ Mes fifyy, vears before. There were few
Africans PPOsIng ). nature of the traffic desired by ks

Some slayeg were stolen by li'.uropeuns—“Parwared,” as tll(F I:‘lm'
lish u'c_‘-rd_ Was—and SOe, as o-cc:urred often in Atigola e
tims of military “dMpaigns mounted specifically by
suls m order to Capture slaves. But most slaves

| S8 carried fyg)y, Afric.
be h‘_'i‘,'_“-.]ji(—l-‘f_’.‘_g__!ﬁz“ were procured as a result of ihe AR —

instanccs of
e Furg

“"'-.‘ II’ 3y T R I . : ’.l er—
est In :,.t;_a_..‘: & Hl(.u neighbors, usually distant byt Sometimes ¢]oge and ‘|
more rarcly, their own People. “Man-stealine” o ;

jortty of slaves taken to the New World -
bility of \fricans, Voltaire’s sharp com
to detend the condyct of Europe
in bartering each other was eve

The slave trade was 3 disgra € i £ on With an Oyo.
lation to the other brutalities o
gencrally in Europe (as well a5 of sai ters), and the harsh
way in which indentured Engli
French (the engagés) and other Euro
after. The traveler William Baikie was ri
a journey to Africa in the 18505, “There js no captain w
slaves who has not been, either directly or indirectly, guilty of murder,
for} a certain number of deaths are always allowed for” For captains,
read also mercha nts; for, though some of those traders were quite insu-
lated from knou'ing what the slave trade was, and looked upon it as just
one more business, a high proportion of them had once been captains
ormates in the traffic and. in their calm houses in Liverpool or Nantes. M
could easily imagine the crowding, the smell, the savagery, and tILe_ 5
fears normal on cvery vovage which they financed.

~ The conscquence for the Americas was remarkable. In the firs

three and 4 quarter centuries of European activity in the Americas, be-

een 1492 and 1520, five times as many Africans went to the Netw:&]*

World as dig white Europeans; and, even in the next fifty }l’:’“fs* tllzl:erle

1870, Probably as many blacks were taken to Brazil and (-:tleliterprises

Yete white mmen emivi:ig in the continent. ?\':lost of t]:]e g]r:;lh to African
% the firet four hundred vears of ('_-‘_ﬂc)n‘izn‘timl m?-'ff 'c: and indigo in
Haves; SUgar in Brazil and later the Caribbean; ri




m&if»‘g
8 M South Carolina and Virginia; gold m Brazil and, to a lesser extcnt-‘s']'

. . = . 1CAs
ver in Mexico; cotton in the Guianas and later in North Amer*
- Janc

cocon in what is now Venezucla; and, above all. in clearing of g

g . e . } - h &

ready for agriculture. The only great American enterprise \\h“ll,, i
p b { & -

not use black Tabor extensively was the silver mining at Potos 1{; o
= — . . ~ ricatl’
Jnd that wars oy because they were at too high an altitude tor- £ thie
- - . ()
) ¥ . ' R » * B X 1. ] 7 > = ~ ’ _\-Cr\‘ul ¥ -
to be able to work there with their usual energy. [he turies

_ , - =
Amcricas between Buenos Aires and Marvland were for four €

usuathy black slaves. historian
. . . . - . Al Y 11
llenri Wallon, the moralistic French nineteenth-centu’: " was an
- 3 . : ; L IR ST1C S a0 &
of slavery in antiquity, argued that the discovers of the A< the set-
. = 2 Heipiee . - . 10 . <
accrdental development which led to retrogression 10 I Uf = mer
_______ SRS : SCHit
cinen / 103 ored he saig a SIHeIHW =
tleient of America offered, he L to Topment of

I the dexe :
verv had continued

P

chants and planters the chance to upsct, throug

aroescale slavery, the course of progress. But sla ' gy

, lﬁfﬁqi‘lﬂlghoul the Middle Ages in Furope, and it was not only ﬂ?‘;—’ft g S,

.f»eQ.r-}Q&;"'t e but kings and noblemen who inspired much of the early slave trading,
‘Yot there is a sense in which Wallon was right: most of northern Eu-

avery bv the early twelfth century. Most
.mselves to become implicated in the
hesitations first. Richard Jobson

YWo .
‘ rope had said good-bye to sl

countries there which allowed themse

slave trade to the Americas had some _
in Fngland, Bredero in the Netherlands, Mercado and Albornoz in

Spain, Ferndo de Oliveira in Portugal, not to speak of King L(?uis .\I_II
in France were exponents of a different attitude at the end of the six-
teenth century or at the beginning of the seventeenth. The reason why
these humane doubts or even open hostility had no effect is surely to
e accounted for by the memory of antiquity which dominated culture
and education for the next three “enturics. 1If Athens had slaves with
“Tc o build the Parthenon, and Rome to maintain the aqueducts,
why should modern Europe hesitate to have slaves to build its new
world in America? Busbecq'’s regret should be remembered.
mt\n}t's The effect of this traffic on Europe and on the Americas was con-
ALPU} sidcrablc: 'l"hg sl_uvc trade shou'ld not be seen as the main, much less
"W“" the sole, lpspnjat'um ofan}'_partlcular development in industry or man-
L3 nfa'lct‘ure in FEurope or North America. The memory of Dr. Eric
;hk"'“ \\;’1]]1;.11115_[11;1}' haunt the modern study of the Atlantic slave trade, but
]_m, shocking argument that the capital which the trade made pussihlc
financed the industrial revolution now appears no more than a brilliant
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esprit. After all, the slavc—trzldiug entre

e
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. Cand Cadiz, did no P 1sof],
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auese J0UTNeYs of discovery, as dig Prince Ht:nry o sted in Por.

\shton of |.|\-L‘l'[’.ﬂ1{)l, helped to finanee the Sanke '}%I\mqgatm; Tokis

aicen (115 OWI city Lllld' Manchester; Reng f\'lont-m}d 00k Canal, e

of cottont manufacture in N‘alltes, and so was Jilil;CS (;)t”']t\‘:»;; 'ﬂ P[;UIICCr
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Rhode Island. Such imvestiments aside, the slyye trade had 4 1ol
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JQipbuilding, on marine insurance, o t great effect

on he rope indus -
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carpentets in all interested ports, as also on textile manufacture ¢ 11’;
acture (such

g5 linen 1m R'(mcn), tl.lC-‘ ]EYOCIIICfiUIl of guns in Birmingllmn and Ams-

erdam. and iron bars in Sweden, of brandy in France and rum in New-

port, not to speak of beads from Venice and Holland, and on the ;illgar

refineries near important European and North American ports.
Ihe effect of this emigration on Africa is extraordinarily difficult to

estimate, for it is unclear what the population of Africa was at any stage

hefore 1850, Still, most of the millions of slaves shipped from Africa

were not members of an established slave population, but ordinary MM

farmers or members of their familics, suddenly deprived of their Tiherly

hTellon Mricans in responsc to what a modern cconomist might call

‘growing oaternal demand.” Professor W. M. Macmillan, i Africa

Emergent. argucd that Africa was, for many centuries, underpopulated.

He attributed the continent’s backwardness to the “lack of ]}L}lnaﬂ re-

sources” adequate to tame an inhospitable em.’ironm‘ent.' Ihle-n ?r

Dike, most eminent of a new generation of Alfr?cam. lns}onmjis ;-I\]Ericlat

1960s, insisted that. whatever might be the position 10 (J?jird]\l.i eria?

hat could not be true of Iboland, in what is now g(]llthcrtlsc:;r; ffctor’i

‘.t\"fcr(: land hunger has been the most important “condit 5
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P“l’llli!l{(m of West Africa m the carly eighteenth centun was about
twentv-five vinthon, ergyovimg a rate of E,r_ml.'t]x of. sav, seventeen pet
thousand. the citect of the export slave trade (sav, 0.2 percent of the
population 4 vear would merely have been to check the growth
population, since the rate of slave exports and that of natural inerease
would have been more or less the same. The introduction of those two
wondertul crops maize and manioc, also did something to compensate
Atrica tor whatever loss it suffered in population by being implicated in
the Atlantic slave trade.,

WS"C('*‘ here were some obvious political effects. One was to :»lrc‘w’,u“m

( b) A’ those monarclnes or other entities which collaborated with the fLugo-

e

peans, above all, naturally, the coastal k'_”ﬁ:b and the richies ul)luulgtl

fTomy The <ale of sTaves enabled some ralers to extend tien political. as

wolr T hoir o ommercnal, achivities mito the interior. The growth of the

kA sTave trade clearly helped some states, such as Dahomey, to expand and

x consolidate themselves. But Benin avoided the trade and also matured

as a state. The slave trade must have encouraged African monarchies

not just to go 1o war (they had always done that) but to captuie more

prisoncis than_before, and to substitute capture for killing mn battle.

| 15ispc.‘r-t:'.'; coastal communities often experienced, as a result of the
lslavc trade. teiitorial growth, political centralization, and commercial

specialization. That may have been a consequence of European
————————— & . R -

fraders desire to gather an entire cargo from a single port. Thus the city
of New Calabar vigorously developed its own version of monarchy. By

o

: 1750, the Efik had excluded all other Africans from contacts with the
| Europeans, and their political leader (Duke Ephraim, of Duke Town,
E in the nineteenth century) had political control over all the local slave

trade, dominating his city without being formally a ruler, much as the
Medici had done in Florence. But Calabar was a tiny city-state consid-
ered against the powerful internal empires, even if it was important in
the coastal slave trade; and those empires, from the Songhai to the
Oyo, not forgetting the Vili in Loango or the Congo and the various
monarchies in what is now Angola, seem to have risen and declined
without being decisively affected by the Atlantic commerce.

The effects on the African economy, apart from the matter of pop-
ulation, were also diverse. One was to stimulate the idea of a currency:
thus cowries became a general trading currency in the Niger Delta,

ST rd/-
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| displaci : _ 0
f col “Ig old iron currencies there, while P'Juropean—made ir
er - :
PPer rods, and brass manillas also played a part. Yet cow

creasing iy s u e s
re l;g ' circulation in “Guinea” before the doom-lade
caravels first drew inshore.

- 'Ton barg,
nes were .
n P Ortugyese

ne_effect on coastal African agriculture was tq sti
! of rice, yams, and later manioc and maize, and eve ml]l]ate e
opment ot cattle, to provide the slave ships or the slaye n-tle--‘.]E}EL
capt tver 1es,” as the French customarily described thep mpn's?]nsﬁthe
a modicum of food while the captives were awaiting embg ‘Elt at leagt
SAecess of Sla\'ing as a commercial proposition alsg 1mpl; l’dment, The
older .bnsiﬂesses—such as the trade in palm oil gum g;ﬁ t]]:alt Many
even wory —diminished. Only gold remained an eff;ectivee’ -
to the slave trade. But all those other things survived S petitor
first. to be revived in the nineteenth century. » especially the
The entrepreneurial spirit of Africa I]]IJISt have been sti

——— s ve be mulated by
the Atlantic slave trade. Most European captams came to realize that

growtl

th:_-;r.ncgcsf'iating partners knew as much about European practices as
the Europeans knew of them. The era of the trade also saw a great ex.
pansion of fairs, and an expansion too of the overall leve] of trade, in
which the traffic in slaves formed only a part. Africans involved in the
trade, however, benefited greatly. Some of that wealth was creatively
used locally. The prosperity of the entrepéts stimulated employment;
and the trade necessitated large numbers of porters, canoemen, and
guards at every port along the West African coast.

[t is also interestin ul; the effects of the imports deriv-
ing from the salc of slaves. The slave-trading peoples chose carefully the
goods whicli they exchanged for slaves, and so slave ships had often to be
s, for a European trader would look fophsh 1flhehaz
nved off Loango, say, with a supply of brandy when a prevloustgh:%n?e r
sold all that the ruler or the merchants conc.erned Ilﬁ‘?fie“i ;::11102:1]" ex;/t%:‘m-"

As has been repeatedly noticed, the item most €0 —7 A"'H

PI'D

ﬂoatmg general store

. G ‘oolens and cottons
changed for slaves was cloth. The import o ‘: Oﬂi)fricans liked to wear
Mot inspire a tailoring industry, because mo> - loths round then.
ailored, wrapping e e ‘lﬂ suffer. The
- -;md dveing did not as a TW¢ : dedin

' appears fo have exp: loth
cloth even app f imports, foreign € ¢
rent abundance 011 P

those European goods unt
But lncal spinning, weaving,
Production of African woolen
Many places, Despite the app:
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remained rare enough in the hinterland of, ‘sa:v't,] Sm:ﬂlc‘:;zzr:erﬁﬁgf
not to compete with traditional local pmduc_ts (3]' éer. t[}) ; -d q tl-;_

The most nteresting aspect of the slaye trade 1s “ft , during the
five hundred years of constant contact between the Africans and the

wjkbﬂi Luropeans., the former did not develop furt_her in in“f;\ta-tiol'l of the lat-
; ter. The reluctance of Africans to Europeamze thcmac'l\ es 18 Ofteﬂ_p.re-
HALULA sented as a weakness. But it is more likely to br. explained by some in-
nale strength of the African personality wh:.ch, howeve.r c?ose thf:

political or commercial relation with the foreigner, remains impervi-

ous to external influence. . . .

Ay historian of the slave trade is conscious of a large gap in his infor-
mation. ‘The slave himself is a silent participant in the account. One
may pick the slave out of a seventeenth-century engraving of Benin, let
us say, in one of the many handsome illustrations to the famous travel-
ogue of Jean Barbot. One learns a little of a few slaves in the reports of
Bustache de Fosse in the fifteenth century or de Marees in the six-
teenth; the sieur de la Courbe Barbot. or Bosman in the seventeenth,
or, let us say, Alexander Falconbridge or Captain Landolphe, among
innumerable memoirs, in the eighteenth. Pio Baroja, a great Spanish
writer, has vividly depicted the life of nineteenth-century slave captains
in fiction. In the nineteenth century, there are the splendid designs of
Rugendas, some of them reproduced in the book. He may find a few
direct testimonies of slaves from the late eighteenth or the nineteenth
century. . . . The best of these is probably the memorable work of
Fquiano, several times cited. But how pitifully small is the material!
Nor has the historian any means of knowing whether those few spokes-
men speak for the captives whose fate he has followed as best he can
over five centuries. For the slave remains a
bv moralists on bothSides of the Atlantic, recalled now in myusenms
*, onc-time slave ports from Fiverpoot o Fimina, but all the same un-
speaking, and tlwl‘tfw_g_rcmutq and ciy;;ve. Like slaves in antiquity,
Atrican slaves suffered but the character of their distress may be more
casily conveved by novelists such a5 Mérimée than chronicled by a his-
torian. Perhaps, though, the dignity, patience, and gaiety of the African
m the New World is the best of all memorials.

n unknown warrior invoked
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Felipe Ferndndez-Armesto

Africans, the
nvoluntary Colonists

The first man to farm wheat in Mexico was Juan Garrido. This con-
qistator-companion of Cortés had seen Tenochtitlan submit, made an
expedition to California, and was custodian for his fellow-citizens of

the aqueduct of Chapultepec which supplied Mexico City with water.
He was also Black.

He was not unique among people of his colour in establishing a
position of responsibility in colonial society in Spanish America; he
was. however, to say the least, highly exceptional in making his life
there of his own accord. However strong the pioneer spirit in the met-
ropolitan bases of early-modern empires, the home countries— except
perhaps for China—were insufficiently well populated to_supply the
labour needs of their colonies themselves, In some areas because of the
emptiness of the colonial lands; in others because of the intensive
labour demands of successful cultigens; in others, because of demo-
graphic catastrophe, slaves became essential to the sustaining of colo-
nial enterprise in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.

The only source which could supply them in adequate quantities

¢ Africa. As a consequence—though Black slave labour remained
import

wa

ant in parts of India and, in some contexts, in Furope and
China, while a significant new market was created in the sevenleenth
century by Dutch spice-planting enterprises in the Fast Indies—the
1;,igg¢gi _:,-Fi_frlgl.é trransference of population in the course of early-modern
colonization was from Africa to the Americas.

The slaves came —1in varying degrees at different times —from At-
lantic-side Africa, especially the west African bulge, the Congo, and
Angola. Overwhelmingly, they were obtained by their Black vendors by
war and raiding, whnch reached many hundreds of miles mto the inte-
rior. Despite the breadth of the catchment area, it is hard to believe

Reprinted

e

with the l')?,’l'l"lllﬁ.‘illﬂll of Seribner, a Division of Simon & Schuster, from Mil-
A thictary of the Last Thousand Years by Felipe Fernandez-Armesto (New York -
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Further west, the Listory of Ashanti hows that state-building onan

even greater scale was possible w ith resources other than slzu'cs._(‘.old
was (he basis of Ashanti's spectacular Tise from the 1680s to the (lll'ﬂ‘(‘ll-
sions of a great kingdom by the mid-cightecnth century, occupyving
10.000 square miles of present-day Ghana and commanding a p(_)_pul.a.-
-=35().000. The royal chest was said to be able to hold 400,000
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ounces of gold. The throne was a golden stool said to have heen called

down from the sky. The court <heltered under parasols as big as trees.
For the annual vam ceremony, the capital at Kumasi housed 100,000
people when the king's tributaries gathered with their retinues. More
adaptable than Dahomey, Achanti was able to use firepower to defeat
mounted armies from the «avannah, while coping with a variety of en-
vironments and fronts. Part of the armies’ success was owed to out-
standing intelligence and logistics, with fast runners operating along
cleared roads. Even Ashanti, however, became increasingly reliant on
slaving to supplement its riches in tributary gold. To the east of the gold
coast, Akwarmnu was another substantial slave-stealing state, of a distinct
character: its ruler enslaved large numbers of subjects by arranging
trumped-up denunciations for adultery—a crime punishaB]e by servi-
tude in many African states—and by mobilizing gangs of “smart boys”
to carry out abductions.
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Africans, the Involuntary Colonists

captain i 78T who had 130 slaves thrown overboard for the insur-
ance continm the horror stories of the slaves who survived. Some ship-
pets had more rational policies for the protection of their investinents,
hut the extent of both inhumanity and inefficiency in the trade are
enough to shock moralists and pragmatists alike.

At their destinations the slaves were usually the great majority of
e colonial population: 45,000 to 8,000, for instance, in Jamaica in
1700, In 1553 —when Blacks in Mexico were doing little more than
domestic labour—the Viceroy was afraid that White settlers would be
swamped. In much of the hemisphere, Blacks came to outnumber the
indigenous population, too: in North America from Virginia south-
wards, in most of the West Indies, in some coastal areas of Cential
\merica and Venezuela, where plantation economies gradually grew

o-and in the sugar lands of Guyana and Brazil. These disparities gave
ilicks a potential power which was seldom realized: drawn from too
nany places and nations thev were rarely able to adopt solidarity.
When they did, the results could be such as were captured in a paint-
ing by Adriin Sanchez Galque of Quito in 1599. The three Black lead-
ers of a Cimarrdn community—a republic of runaway slaves in the
mterior of Peru—are shown richly robed and bejewelled, with extrava-
gant ruffs at their collars and gold nose- and ear-ornaments of Indian
workmanship, each dignified with the style of Don, the prefix of nobil-
itv. The canvas commemorates the treaty by which they rejoined the
Spanish monarchy, retaining local power in their area for themselves.
These —and there were many like them —were the spiritual forebears
of Toussaint 'Ouverture and Nat Turner.

Fxen in tightly controlled plantations, slave communities were
able to create autonomous institutions: in Jamaica, the British were
never able to eliminate the secret power of the “Obeah-men” and
NMual men” whom they denounced as sorcerers, or curb the benches
of elders which were the selfregulating judiciaries of the slaves.
Though the issue is much debated by the specialists, the social orders
of plantation life —the family structures, the regulation of relation-
ships, the hehavioural norms—seem, where the evidence has been
studicd in British North America, to have been evolved by the slaves
hemselves. Moreover, outside the reach of Spanish religious orders,
iost slaves were, at best, lightly evangelized until the nineteenth cen-
turv. The result wherever slaves were congregated was that in the early-
modern New World colonial society was more African than European.
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least, the descendants of free ]3]21(:1(8 enjoy‘ed. eq_uahty with Whltes l?e-
fore the law: spectacular cases of the exploitation of t.hc_ese rights in-
clude Dom Henrique Dias and Dom Joao Ferpandes Vlfelra, ennoblfed
for their services in Brazil’'s War of Divine Liberty against Dutch in-
vaders from 1644 to 1654. Generally, however, administrative discrimi-
nation and knee-jerk racism kept them repressed.

Depictions of the life of Black societies in their American heyday
range from the idvllic through the picturesque and the satirical to the
horrific, But the crack of the cat can be heard between the lines even
of William Beckford's idealized account of the Jamaica in which he
was a slave-owner in 1788, In South America no area had a rosier repu-
tation than eighteenth-century Minas Gerais for the degree of “liberty”
attainable within a slave’s condition: yet even here, slaves were E ot
chiefly to obtain their gold quotas by extortion or prostitution. Whites
preserved order by techniques of selective terror, exploitation of enmity
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