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economic globalization favored products that were manufactured 
abroad (such as textiles produced for Walmart in Bangladesh), where 
labor costs were much lower than in the United States. A final factor 
had to do with taste: the growing preference among many consumers 
for foreign-made automobiles such as Hondas and Volvos instead of 
Chevrolets and Fords, which also resulted in jobs being shipped over-
seas. This trend proved particularly harmful to Detroit.


Deindustrialization was accompanied by intensified suburbaniza-
tion. Suburbs had originated in the late eighteenth century, when mem-
bers of the middle and upper classes sought to establish “bourgeois 
utopias”2 on the outskirts of London and Paris. Movement by city 
dwellers just beyond urban boundaries into less densely settled areas 
picked up steam in the nineteenth century. During these years, street 
railways and other new means of transportation enabled Americans, 
as well as Europeans, to commute over increasing distances between 
where they lived and where they worked.


In the United States in the twentieth century, several developments 
encouraged moves to the suburbs: growing ownership of automobiles, 
federally financed construction of highways, federal programs that 
provided financial incentives for the construction of new single-family 
dwellings, and a desire among white people to distance themselves 
from growing numbers of African Americans, millions of whom mi-
grated from the South into Northern cities. Suburbs grew markedly 
after 1945. Two settlements, each named Levittown (the first con-
structed on Long Island, the second near Philadelphia), were designed 
as newly created suburban communities, in which thousands of inex-
pensive houses all resembled one another. Moreover, many previously 
established suburbs—Newton outside of Boston, Scarsdale outside of 
New York City, Riverside outside of Chicago, and Palos Verdes outside 
of Los Angeles, to name a few—took on added inhabitants. As a result, 
by 2000, over half of the American population lived in suburban areas, 
whereas, at mid-century, only a little over one-fifth had done so.


Suburbs were sharply denigrated as well as acclaimed. Jane Jacobs, an 
influential social critic, subjected them to withering scorn as backwaters 
of cultural sterility, expressing deep regret over the role their growth was 
playing in the decline of both unspoiled nature and urban density. She 
wrote in her classic work The Death and Life of Great American Cities:


We Americans . . . are at one and the same time the world’s most 
voracious and disrespectful destroyers of wild and rural country-
side. . . . And so, each day, thousands more acres of our countryside are 
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