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PREVIEW THE READING

A. PREW Read the title,'subheadings, and caption in the article. What do
you think Monderman did to make roads safer? Make three predictions.

B. QICK LIS How do you think urban planners can make towns and cities
friendly for motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians? Write for 5-10 minutes in
response. Remember to use this section for your Unit Assignment.

C. VLI CIVWY:AY Work with a partner to find these words in the reading.
Circle clues in the text that help you understand the meaning of each
word. Then use a dictionary to define any unknown words.

accommodate (v.) counterintuitive (adj.) negotiate (v.) |
anticipate (v.) £ criteria (n.) & propone(r;t (:(11“))
appealing (adj.) & division (n.) & regu;lat:e (\(/c: i) |
concede (v.) fatal (adj.) T ek

| concece(Vy ™ L SR e

& Oxford 3000™ words
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WORK WITH THE REALIIING

© A. Read the article and gather information on what makes a public place

appealing.

A Path to Road Safety
with No Signposts

By Sarah Lyall

DRACHTEN, The Netherlands. “I want to take
you on a walk,” said Hans Monderman, abruptly

stopping his car and striding—hatless, and nearly
hairless—into the freezing rain.

Pedestrians, bicycles, and cars all share this intersection in
Drachten without the need for traffic lights or road signs,

Like a naturalist conducting a t.our.of the jungle,
he led the way to a busy intersectlo.n in thf: center
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But in spite of the apparently anarchica]'|,,
the traffic, a steady stream of trucks, cars bux \
motorcycles, bicycles, and pedestrians, Moveq
along fluidly and easily, as if directed by an iy,
conductor. When Mr. Monderman, 3 traffic eno
and the intersection’s proud designer, deliberg Lj‘
failed to check for oncoming traffic before Crossipg
the street, the drivers slowed for him. No gpe
honked or shouted rude words out of the windy,

“Who has the right of way?” he asked rhetorical;
“I don’t care. People here have to find their OWn W
negotiate for themselves, use their own brains’

Used by some 20,000 drivers a day, the
intersection is part of a road-design revolution
pioneered by the 59-year-old Mr. Monderman.
His work in Friesland, the district in northern
Holland that takes in Drachten, is increasingly
S¢en as the way of the future in Europe.
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he implicit’,
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L each language and

18 unique, and language shift
rent speeds and under very

itions. Can we then predict how

mmch traditional knowledge will successfully

transferred and how much will be lost?
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nders talk about the behavior

fish in English just as easily as

g native language? | argue

all communities abandon their
s and switch to English or Spanish,

ils0 massive disruption of the transfer

knowledge across generations.

part from the way knowledge

 a particular language.

Western 'Xoon, a small language

nﬁn exclamation mark is a click

clouds are called “rain

¢ the word for cloud, a

&#E automatically gets

a information that clouds

a& source of rain. An

g the word cloud gets

Q§~ rain and has to learn

' rain comes from clouds.

hout being directly expressed
customs and beliefs about plants

a group of people

¢ held by

¢ dire; very serious; terrible

-

Some scientists have tried to do just that.
The Bari language (1,500-2,500 speakers)
of Venezuela was studied by linguists who
asked how much knowledge of the plant world
was being lost and how much retained. The
Bari live in a close relationship with the rain
forest and have learned to use many of its
plants for food, material goods, medicine, and
construction of houses. One scientist found
that the loss of Bari traditional knowledge
corresponded with decreasing use of forest
resources and a shift from the traditional
hunter-gatherer lifestyle, along with a shift to
speaking Spanish. His conservative estimate
of the rate of knowledge loss should be a
wake-up call to all: “I estimate that the real
loss of ethnobotanical’ knowledge from one
generation to the next may be on the order
of 40 to 60 percent.” (Lizarralde 2001).

This is a dire” scenario: Bari people
who have limited connection with the

forest have lost up to 45 percent of
traditional plant names. Similar patterns
of knowledge erosion’ may be observed
among indigenous peoples all around the
world as they undergo a cultural shift away

from traditional lifestyles and languages.

" erosion: the process of gradually destroying or weakening
something over a period of time
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