1. American Missionaries Speak Out About
the Rape of Nanking, 1937

December 17: M. Searle Bates to the Japanese Embassy
in Nanking

The reign of terror and brutality continues in the plain view of your buildings’
and among your own neighbors.

1. Last night soldiers repeatedly came to our Libtary buildings with its great

crowd of refugees, demanding money, watches, and women at the point of

the bayonet. When persons had no watches or money, usually because they

had been looted several times in the two preceding days, the soldiers broke

windows near them and roughly pushed themn about. One of our own staff

members was wounded by a bayonet in this manner,

At the Library building, as in many other places throughout this part of the

city last night, soldiers raped several women. .

3. Soldiers beat our own unarmed watchmen, because the watchmen did not
have girls ready for the use of the soldiers.... '

jan]

‘We respectfully ask you to compare these acts, which are small samples of
what is happening to large numbers of residents of Nanking, with your Gov-
ermnment’s official statements of its concern for the welfare of the people of
China...

December 19: James McCallum to His Family

It has been just one week now since the collapse of the Chinese Ammy in its
Nanking defense. Japanese soldiers came marching down Chung Shan road past
the hospital on Monday and Japanese flags began to appear here and there....

It is a horrible story to relate; I know not ‘where to begin nor to end. Never
have I heard or read of such brutality. Rape: Rape: Rape: We estimate at least
1,000 cases a might and many by day. In case of resistance or anything that seems
like disapproval there is a bayonet stab or a bullet. We could write up hundreds
of cases a day; people are hysterical; they get down on their knees and “Kotow”
any time we foreigners appear; they beg for aid. Those who are suspected of
being scldiers, as well as others, have been led outside the city and shot down
by hundreds, yes, thousands.... ’

December 19: John Magee to His Wife

The horror of the last week is beyond anything I have ever experienced. I never
dreamed that the Japanese soldiers were such savages. It has been a week of mur-
der and rape, worse, I imagine, than has happened for a very long time uniess the
massacre of the Armenians by the Turks was comparable. They not only killed
every prisoner they could find but also a vast number of ordinary citizens of all
ages. Many of them were shot down like the hunting of rabbits in the streets. ...




