8. A Soldier Qriticizes American Racism
in the Philippines, 1902

Almost without exception, soldiers and also many officers refer to natives in their
presence as “Niggers,” and natives are beginning to understand what the word
“Nigger” means. The course now being pursued in this province and in the pro-
vinces of Batangas, Laguna, and Samar is in my opinion sowing the seeds for a
perpetual revolution against us hereafter whenever a good opportunity offers.
Under present conditions the political situation in this provinge is slowly retro-
grading,- the American sentiment is decreasing, and we are daily making
permanent enemies. In the course above referred to, troops make no distinction
often between the property of those natives who are Insurgent or insurgent sym.-
pathizers, and the property of those who heretofore have risked their Lives by
being Joyal to the United States and giving us information against their country-
men in arms. Often every house in a barrio is burned. In my opinion the small
number of irreconcilable insurgents still in arms, although admittedly difficult to
catch, does not justify the means employed, and especially when taking into
consideration the suffering that must be undergone by the innocent and its
effects upon the relations with these people hereafter. '



