5. Filipino Leader Emilio Aguinaldo Rallies
His People to Arms, 1899

By my proclamation of yesterday I have published the ouibreak of hostilities
between the Philippine forces and the American forces of occupation in Manila,
unjustly and unexpectedly provoked by the latter,

In my menifest of fanuary 8 [1899] last I published the grievances suffered by
the Philippine forces at the hands of the ammy of occupation. The constant
outrages and taunts, which have caused the misery of the people of Manila,
and, finally the useless conferences and the contempt shown the Philippine
govermunent prove the premeditated transgression of justice and liberty.

I know that war has always produced great losses; I know that the Philippine
people have not yet recovered from past losses and are not in the condition to
endure others, But I also know by expedence how bitter is slavery, and by
experience { know that we should sacrifice all on the altar of our honor and of
“the national integrity so unjustly attacked. :

I have tiied to avoid, as far as it has been possible for me to do so, armed

conflict, in my endeavors to assure our independence by pacific means and to
avoid more costly sacrifices. But all my efforts have been useless against the
measureless pride of the American Government and of its representatives in these
islands, who have treated me as a rebel because T defend the sacred interests of my
country 2nd do not make myself an instriment of their dastardly intentions. . ..

Be not discouraged. Our independence has been watered by the generous
blood of our martyss. Blood which may be shed in the future will strengthen
it. Nature has never despised generous sacrifices.



