1. Chinese Immigrant Lee Chew Denounces
Prejudice in America, 1882

I worked on my father’s farm till T was about sixteen years of age, when a man
of our tibe came back from America and took ground as large as four city
blocks and made a paradise of it. He put a large stone wall around and led some
streams through and built a palace and summer house and about twenty
other structures, with beautiful bridges over the streams and walks and roads.
Trees and flowers, singing birds, waterfowl and curious animals were within the
walls.:

The man had gone away from our village a poor boy. Now he returned
with unlimited wealth, which he had obtzined in the country of the American
wizards. After many amazing adventures he had become a merchant in a city
called Mott Street, so it was said. ...

The wealth of this man filled my mind with the idea that I, too, would
Lke to go to the country of the wizards and gain some of their wealth, and
after a’long time my father consented, and gave me his blessing, and my
mother took leave of me with tears, while my grandfather Jaid his hand upon
my head and told me to remember and live up to the admonitions of the Sages,
to avoid gambling, bad women and men of evil minds, and so to govern my
conduct that when I died my ancestors might rejoice to welcome me as a guest

My father gave me $100, and I went to Hong Kong with five other boys
from our place and we got steerage passage on a steamer, paying $50 each.
Everything was new to me. All my life I had been used to sleeping on a board
bed with a wooden pillow, and I found the steamer’s bunk very uncomfortable,

. becanse it was so soft. The food was different from that which I had been used to,
and I did not like it at all. T was aftaid of the stews, for the thought of what they
might be made of by wicked wizards of the ship made me ill. Of the great power
of these people 1 saw many signs. The engines that moved the ship were won-
derful monsters, strong encugh to lift mountains. When I got to San Francisco,
which was before the passage of the Exclusion act, I was half starved, because J;
was afraid to eat the provisions of the barbarians, but a few days’ living in the
Chinese quarter made me happy again. A man got me work as a house servant
in an American family, and nry staxt was the same as that of almost all the Chinese
in this country. ’

The Chinese laundryman does not learn his trade in China; there are no
laundries in China. The women there do the washing in tubs and have no wash-
boards or flat irons. All the Chinese laundrymen here were taught in the first
place by American women just as [ was taught. .

: When I went to work for that American family I could not speak a word of
English, and I did not know anything about housework. The family consisted of
husband, wife, and two children. They were very good to me and paid me §3.50
a week, of which I could save $3....

... Men of other nationalities who are jealous of the Chinese, because he is a
more faithful worker than one of their people, have raised such a great outcry
about Chinese cheap labor that they have shut him out of working on farms or
in factories or building railrcads ot making streets or digging sewers. He cannot
practice any trade, and his opportunities to do business are limited to his own
countrymen, So he opens 2 laundry when he guits domestic service.

The treatment of the Chinese in this country is all wrong and mean, It is
persisted in merely because China is not a fighting nation. The Americans would
not dare to treat Germans, English, Italians or even Japanese as they treat the
Chinese, because if they did there would be 2 war....

hish fill the almshouses and prisons and orphan asylums, Italians are among
the most dangerous of men, Jews are unclean and ignorant. Yet they are all let
in, while Chinese, who are sober, or duly law abiding, clean, educated and
industrious, are shut out. There are few Chinamen in jails and none in the
poor houses, There are no Chinese tramps or drunkards. Many Chinese here
have become sincere Christians, in spite of the persecution which they have to
endure from their heathen countrymen. More than half the Chinese in this
country would become citizens if allowed to do so, and would be patriotic,
Americans. But how can they make this country their home as matters now
are! They are not allowed to bring wives here from China, and if they marry



