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i origins of hysteria. His correspond.encc. m:jtkes
cul:;m;ict :::c\(:fl;ys :cf::singlg;ntroubled by the radical social {mtfll;:il:flo;:

i i ria Was SO COMmMON among women
Ozub:;t:yft?)i?:: I:rei.y:-ie, and if his theory were correct,lhe W;ﬂu(l;j bg
It?orced to conclude that what h:h t:ﬂ.lit:cl1 “pelntre(l):;clc;la;c;ts ‘:E‘::s;cchad ;;: :

i among the proletaria ; -
::J:i::ll tify?tl:r,iio';z:ﬂ ay.rlso aming tie respectable bo.urg‘cois farmh.es cl)f
Vienna, where he had establish;i ﬂi)is 2lﬂ:'ractlccz. This idea was simply
. It was beyond credibility. :
un;caiilzltﬁifh this cﬁlerxima, Freud stopped listening to his femal?nl:ia-
tients. The turning point is documented in the famous case of Dttl)ra. o :;
the last of Freud’s case studies on hysteria, reads more like a bacii: 1; o e
than a cooperative venture. The ing:rac:iioIn l:}c;w:::e 1;1:;:(; asnnu accl):n -
ibed as “emotional combat.”" In this
:(‘:;dd(:;t;n?::lity of his patient’s experience: th‘e af:lolcscent ]f);rar::;
being used as a pawn in her father’s elaborate sex intrigues. Hcrda :_used
essentially offered her to his friends as a sexual toy.ll'-"'rc?u ;e Stcad,
however, to validate Dora’s feelings of outrage afxd hur.mhatlon. n'f ,._h;
he insisted upon exploring her feelings of erotic excxtemcnt;has; ;} .
exploitative situation were a f!.l.lﬁ].l[;t‘:é)lt of her df::re. In an act tha
i ora broke off the treatment.
WCTWITS l::e::;ecr:fg :t,wi alliance marked the bitter en:d qf an era of collaibo-
ration between ambitious investigators and hysterical patilents.;c; c c:is,z
to a century, these patients would again be scorned afnd silenced. hrcu %
followers held a particular grudge against the n:be].h(?us Dora,‘w ho : )
later described by a disciple as “one of the most repulsive hysterics he ha
. 22
evc(;:: e:f the ruins of the traumatic theory of hysteria, Freud creat:::d
psychoanalysis. The dominant psthologica% theory on Ithc next ccz thrz
was founded in the denial of women’s reality.? Se.xuahty temaine o
central focus of inquiry. But the exploitative 'soc.m.l context in u;l c!
sexual relations actually occur became utterly invisible. Psycho.an zlfxsi
became a study of the internal vicissitudes of fantasy and dt;sllrc, :-
sociated from the reality of experience. By. tl:lc first decade O.f e ft\:; v
tieth century, without ever offering any c!uucal‘ docurr.xenta,uon o o
complaints, Freud had concluded that his hysterical patients’ accou i
childhood sexual abuse were untrue: “I was at last obliged to r;:lcogn
that these scenes of seduction had never :;ken Ea’l::ce, and that they were
i ich my patients had made up. .
onlgrjzlc.;f:i::a:t}:;on si}:g,irl:iﬁcd the end of the heroic age of hysteria. After
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the turn of the century the entire line of inquiry initiated by Charcot and
continued by his followers fell into neglect. Hypnosis and altered states
of consciousness were once more relegated to the realm of the occult,
The study of psychological trauma came to a halt. After a time, the disease
of hysteria itself was said to have virtually disappeared.2s

This dramatic reversal was not simply the work of one man. In order
to understand how the study of hysteria could collapse so completely and
how great discoveries could be so quickly forgotten, it is necessary to
understand something of the intellectual and political climate that gave
tise to the investigation in the first place.

The central political conflict in nineteenth-century France was the
struggle between the proponents of a monarchy with an established
religion and the proponents of a republican, secular form of government.
Seven times since the Revolution of 1789 this conflict had led to the
overthrow of the government. With the establishment of the Third
Republic in 1870, the founding fathers of a new and fragile democracy
mobilized an aggressive campaign to consolidate their power base and to
undermine the power of their main opposition, the Catholic Church.

The republican leaders of this era were self-made men of the rising
bourgeoisie. They saw themselves as representatives of a tradition of
enlightenment, engaged in mortal struggle with the forces of reaction: the
atistocracy and the clergy. Their major political battles were fought for
control of education. Their ideological battles were fought for the alle-
giance of men and the dominion of women. As Jules Ferry, a founding
father of the Third Republic, put it: “Women must belong to science, or
they will belong to the church.”2¢

Charcot, the son of a tradesman who had risen to wealth and fame, was
a prominent member of this new bourgeois elite. His salon was a meeting

Place for government ministers and other notables of the Third Republic.
He shared with his colleagues in government a zeal for the dissemination
of secular, scientific ideas. His modernization of the Salpétriére in the
1870s was carried out to demonstrate the supetior virtues of secular
teaching and hospital administration. And his investigations of hysteria
were carried out to demonstrate the superiority of a secular over a
religious conceptual framework. His Tuesday Lectures were political the-
ater. His mission was to claim hysterical women for science.

Charcot’s formulations of hysteria offered a scientific explanation for
phenomena such as demonic possession states, witchcraft, exorcism, and
teligious ecstasy. One of his most cherished projects was the retrospective
diagnosis of hysteria as portrayed throughout the ages in works of art.
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