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Call to artists: Temporary greenroof/rooftop garden for Tacoma
Dome District
Artist opportunity
Sound Transit’s Art Program, STart, seeks an artist to design and create a
green rooftop garden for a temporary construction trailer in the Tacoma
Dome District of Tacoma, Washington.


Budget:
The successful artist will receive a total commission amount $11,000 to
include design, materials and fabrication of artwork and applicable taxes.
Installation of the green roof will be provided by Sound Transit’s construction
contractor. Artists applying for this commission may also apply for the light-
based artwork commission to create an integrated light and garden project.


Project Goals:


Create a self-contained rooftop garden experience
Engages pedestrians visiting the Tacoma Dome District
Creates a model for the district’s potential as a walkable, pedestrian-
friendly destination
Meets engineering requirements for weight and drainage
Fabricated off-site in sections for third-party installation


Selection process: 
One artist or artist team will be selected via an open call-to-artists RFQ
(request for qualifications) process, with applications based on past work.
Sound Transit is not soliciting proposals and will not consider proposals as
part of the artist selection.


Deadline: 
Application materials must be received at Sound Transit offices no later
than 5:00 PM PST on June 20, 2011 in order to be considered.


Art Project Timeline:
We are aiming to maximize the amount of optimal growing time for
establishment of the garden. The following ambitious design and installation
schedule may be negotiated with the selected artist.


Application deadline: June 20, 2011
Application review and selection: June 23, 2011
Green Roof design due: July 15, 2011
Ideal Installation: July 29, 2011


Project background
Sound Transit is extending commuter rail south from the Tacoma Dome
Station at Freight House Square in downtown Tacoma, Washington,
connecting South Tacoma and Lakewood via a new 1.2 mile rail corridor
between D-M Streets.


During construction of the project a construction office will be maintained at


East 26th and East C Street in the Dome District. Sound Transit’s contractor,
MidMountain Contractors, Inc. is inviting the installation of an artist designed
green roof to reside on the roof of its office trailer.


Location:


Sound Transit plans, builds and operates regional transit systems and services to improve mobility for
Central Puget Sound.




http://projects.soundtransit.org/Projects-Home/STart-Public-Art-Program/Call-for-Artists/Tacoma-Temporary-Art---Light-Based-Installation.xml







Location:
Southwest corner of East 26th Street and East C Street in the Dome District
of Tacoma, Washington.


The Dome District is a neighborhood that is shifting from that of
predominantly manufacturing and industrial businesses to an arts and
restaurant small restaurant district. The neighborhood is home to Freight
House Square, an indoor arcade that includes a casual dining court, curio
and arts shops, antique mall and bakery. The neighborhood is active on
evenings when concerts and other events are occurring at the Tacoma Dome
Exhibition Center.


Construction office site, southwest corner of E26th and E 'C' Streets.


Art project description:
STart will commission one (1) artist/artist team to design and fabricate a
temporary green roof system for the D Street-to-M Street construction
project trailer in Tacoma, Washington. The green roof shall be modular
fashion (consisting of a number of self-contained planting beds) and shall
meet requirements for engineering and drainage. The dimension of the roof
is 12’ by 160’, and the artwork may cover NO MORE than 50% of the total
surface area. The beds shall be designed so that they can be removed and
possibly re-sited after construction is completed. STart will provide support
for engineering review. The artist will be responsible for fabrication of the
green roof, including providing all materials and plants. Installation of the
planting beds will be provided by Sound Transit’s contractor, MidMountain
Construction, Inc. Sound Transit will provide watering in order to maintain
the plantings; however, the artist will be encouraged to use low-maintenance
native plantings in their design. It is anticipated there will not be the ability
to weed the garden once it is installed.


Artists interested in this project are encouraged to consider also
applying for the Light-Based Artwork commission at the same site to
combine both projects into an integrated experience.


Due to the limited budget for this project, no funds will be available for
compensation of travel expenses.


Selection criteria:
Professional Artists residing in the US and British Columbia are eligible to
apply. Applicants will be considered based on


Quality of past artwork
Aesthetic appropriate to character of Tacoma’s Dome and Downtown
Districts
Ability to create memorable, small scale experiences
Ability to work with green materials/earthworks
Availability during project timeline




http://projects.soundtransit.org/Projects-Home/STart-Public-Art-Program/Call-for-Artists/Tacoma-Temporary-Art---Light-Based-Installation.xml







Availability during project timeline


Selection timeline


Submission deadline: June 20, 2011 (not a postmark date)
Artist selection: June 23, 2011
Notification: June 24, 2011


Artist application materials
Sound Transit uses a digital selection process. Our labeling and format
conventions are required for the smooth management of the artist selection
process, and the fair consideration of all applications.


Please submit your images and documents as electronic files on a CD, and
deliver or ship to the Sound Transit offices at 401 S. Jackson, Seattle WA
98104. JPEGs for images files; Word or Acrobat (pdf) for document files.


We do not have the capacity for uploading files or accepting e-mail
submittals. Sound Transit will not modify any image or document files.


Do not send PowerPoint presentations. Artists are discouraged from adding
text to images and collaging multiple pictures into a single image. Do not
send additional bulky materials or original artwork – these will not be
reviewed by the selection team.


Labeling
The application CD, the Annotated Image List, the Letter of Interest, and the
Résumé must be labeled with the artist’s name and contact information, and
included on all pages of documents. Image files must be JPEGs with a .jpg
ending. Documents must be Word or Acrobat (pdf) files.


Image File Names:
Lastname_##_project.jpg


Document File Names
Letter of Interest: Lastname_LOI
Annotated Image List: Lastname_List
Resume: Lastname_Res


Example filenames for Artist Jane Doe:
Doe_01_artTitle1.jpg
Doe_02_artTitle2.jpg
Doe_10_artWork10.jpg
Doe_LOI.doc
Doe_List.pdf
Doe_Resume.pdf


Letter of interest
In a maximum of one page, please describe your art practice and how you
approach new opportunities. Based on the Temporary Green Roof Project


background information, describe what interests you about this project and
what has prepared you for working on a intimately-scaled, green roof
project. Mention relevant past experience.


Artist work samples (images)
Up to 10 digital images in JPEG format (per Sound Transit specifications
below).


Artists are encouraged to submit images of past work that best illustrate
their qualifications for this project. If applying as a team, the team shall
submit a total of ten (10) images, unless other arrangements are made with
ST staff.








Digital images will be projected to the selection panel using a device with
optimum viewing of images sized at 1024 pixels x 768 pixels.


Digital Image format:
JPEG, at 1024 pixels x 768 pixels maximum, 72 dpi, with compression
settings resulting in the best image quality under 2MB file size


NOTE: Images will also be accepted sized for WESTAF CaFE formatting (1920
pixels on the longest side of JPEG)


Annotated image list:
The Annotated Image List is a document referencing the submitted images
from the artist, corresponding to the projection order and the image
name/number. Each entry should include the title of the artwork, medium,
date of artwork, size and location. Artists are encouraged to include a brief
and succinct description of site-specific and integrated artwork, design team
collaborative work or installations.


Artist’s resume:
Please include a current artist résumé. For team applications please include
resume for all team members.


Print material will be printed out and collated for reference by panelists.


Deadline
Required materials must be received by Sound Transit no later than
June 20, 2011


Deliver or ship applications to:
Sound Transit Public Art Program
Attn: Tacoma Temporary Art - GARDEN
401 S. Jackson St.
Seattle, WA 98104


Questions?
Please contact:


Copyright 2006, Sound Transit
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