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1 know to be bad. Fven if you acquitted me Now El}llld dl];l notbbeheve
Anytus, who said to you that either 1 should not a\;e e-gn TOUght
here in the first place, or that now [ am here, you cannol a\/i)}ll exec}tﬁmg
me, for if | should be acquitted, your sons woulld PfaCtl?g e teaf: ings
of Socrates and all be thoroughly corrupted; if you said to me in this
regard: “Socrates, we do not believe Anytus now; we;cqmt you, bUt
only on condition that you spend no more time on this investigation
and do not practice philosophy, and lf you are caught doing so you
will die”; if, as I say, you were to acquit me on those terms, [ would
say to you: “Men of Athens, I am grateful and I am your friend, but I
will obey the god rather than you, and as long as 1 draw breath an'd
am able, T shall not cease to practice philosophy, to exhort you and in
my usual way to point out to any one of you whom I happ.en to meet:
‘Good Sir, you are an Athenian, a citizen of the greatest city with the
greatest reputation for both wisdom and power; are you not ashamed
of your eagerness to possess as much wealth, reputation, and honors as
possible, while you do not care for nor give thought to wisdom or truth,
or the best possible state of your soul?” Then, if one of you disputes
this and says he does care, I shall not let him go at once or leave him,
but I shall question him, examine him, and test him, and if T do not
think he has attained the goodness that he says he has, I shall reproach
30 him because he attaches little importance to the most important things

and greater importance to inferior things. I shall treat in this way anyone
I happen to meet,

P young and old, citizen and stranger, and more $0
the citizens because you are more kindred to me. Be sure that this is
what the god orders me to do, and I think there is no greater blessing

for the city t.han my service to the god. For I go around doing nothing
but persuading both young and old amon
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death many times.” Do not create a disturbance, gentlemen, but abide
by my request not to cry out at what I say but to listen, for I think it
will be to your advantage to listen, and I am about to say other things
at which you will perhaps cry out. By no means do this. Be sure that
if you kill the sort of man I say I am, you will not harm me more than
yourselves. Neither Meletus nor Anytus can harm me in any way; he
could not harm me, for I do not think it is permitted that a better man 4
be harmed by a worse; certainly he might kill me, or perhaps banish
or disfranchise me, which he and maybe others think to be great harm,
but I do not think so. I think he is doing himself much greater harm
doing what he is doing now, attempting to have a man executed unjustly.
Indeed, men of Athens, I am far from making a defense now on my
own behalf, as might be thought, but on yours, to prevent you from
wrongdoing by mistreating the god’s gift to you by condemning me; e
for if you kill me you will not easily find another like me. I was attached
to this city by the god—though it seems a ridiculous thing to say—as
upon a great and noble horse which was somewhat sluggish because
of its size and needed to be stirred up by a kind of gadfly. It is to fulfill
some such function that 1 believe the god has placed me in the city.
I never cease to rouse each and every one of you, to persuade and
reproach you all day long and everywhere I find myself in your company. 31
Another such man will not easily come to be among you, gentlemen,
and if you believe me you will spare me. You might easily be annoyed
with me as people are when they are aroused from a doze, and strike
out at me; if convinced by Anytus you could easily kill me, and then
you could sleep on for the rest of your days, unless the god, in his care
for you, sent you someone else. That I am the kind of person to be a
gift of the god to the city you might realize from the fact that it does
not scem like human nature for me to have neglected all my own affairs b
and to have tolerated this neglect now for so many years while T was
always concerned with you, approaching each one of you like a father
or an elder brother to persuade you to care for virtue. Now if I profited
from this by charging a fee for my advice, there w.()ul(l be some sc?llée
to it, but you can see for yourselves that, for all .t]l(.jll‘ shameless zlclcqsal(:
tions, my accusers have not been able in th‘mr impudence 't\O )rlini )
forward a witness to say that I have ever received ;1.fcc or C\t; t}b Lll\
for one. 1, on the other hand, have a convincing witness that Lspe:
the truth, my poverty.
It may scem strange that while T go around a
privately and interfere in private affairs, I do not ve e
assembly and there advise the city. You have heard me g

nd give this advice
ature to go to the
the reason
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i iritual sign whi

for this in many pl.aces. 1 h'a've alrl(%;vilsn Eeoraflp irvhen I \%vas“;h:}:l}'llé\/l e]e't ’
has ridiculed in his deposition- 11s DES ; . Tt g
voice, and whenever it speaks it turns me avcviay TOY;I.SOIHG’[h.mg Lan
about to do, but it never encourages mebtlo' Offal_]yt 1nng. Th_ls 1S Wht
has prevented me from taking part 1n pu lfC Pilthalrs’ alnd I think it was
quite tight to prevent me. Be sure, men 0 henS, that if [ had long
ago attempted to take part in politics, I should have 'dled long ago, ang
benefited neither you nor myself. Do not be angry with me for Speaking
the truth: no man will survive who genuinely opposes you or 4
other crowd and prevents the occurrence of many unjust and illega
happenings in the city. A man who really fights for justice must leaq
a private, not a public, life if he is to survive for even a short time.

I shall give you great proofs of this, not words but what you esteem,
deeds. Listen to what happened to me, that you may know that I will
not yield to any man contrary to what is right, for fear of death, even
if I should die at once for not yielding. The things I shall tell you are
commonplace and smack of the lawcourts, but they are true. I have
never held any other office in the city, but I served as a member of the
Council, and our tribe Antiochis was presiding at the time when you
wanted to try as a body the ten generals who had failed to pick up the
T:tr:rw?rs of the naval battle.'* This was ill'egal, as you all recognized

' 4 was the on'ly member of the presiding committee to oppose
Z)(r)zllltr()rs()\::is(;gzthigg contrary to the laws, and I voted against it. The
were egging th y 1o prosecute me and take me away, apd your shout
g them on, but | thought I should run any risk on the side

f 1d just; :
0()law and justice rather than join you, for fear of prison or death, when
y l'llw\lN.erel engaged in an unjust course.
o arls laPpel1ed yvhen the city was still a democracy. When the
BATChy was established, the Thirty!® summoned me to the Hall alond
P S
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NS were execuled a8 overruled by the majority. Six gener
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Nine montlyg

15 Athe?®

1:})]3?]1 Ulig:l‘rchy that was set up afier the final ‘_liicgisof"r s

o0 4()41’3"1\lle§1111\ War in 404 n.c. and that ruled
before the democracy was restored.




APOLOGY 37

with four others, and ordered us to bring Leon from Salamis, that he
might be executed. They gave many such orders to many people, in
order to implicate as many as possible in their guilt. Then I showed
again, not in words but in action, that, if it were not rather vulgar to
say 50, death is something I couldn’t care less about, but that my whole
concern 1s not to do anything unjust or impious. That governinent,
powerful as it was, did not frighten me into any wrongdoing. When we
left the Hall, the other four went to Salamis and brought in Leon, but
I went home. | might have been put to death for this, had not the
government fallen shortly afterwards. There are many who will witness
to these events.

Do you think I would have survived all these years if [ were engaged
in public affairs and, acting as a good man must, came to the help of
justice and considered this the most important thing? Far from it, men
of Athens, nor would any other man. Throughout my life, in any public
activity [ may have engaged in, I am the same man as [ am in private

life. T have never come to an agreement with anyone to act unjustly,
neither with anyone else nor with any one of the

se who they slanderously
say are my pupils. I have never been anyone’s teacher. If anyone, young

or old, desires to listen to me when | am talking and dealing with my
own concerns, | have never begrudged this to anyone, but I do not
converse when I receive a fee and not when I'do not. I am equally
ready to question the rich and the poor if anyone is willing to answer
my questions and listen to what | say. And I cannot justly be held
responsible for the good or bad conduct of these people, as I never
promised to teach them anything and have not done so. If anyone says
that he has learned anything from me, or that he heard anything privately
that the others did not hear, be assured that he is not telling the truth.
Why then do some people enjoy spending considerable time in my
company? You have heard why, men of Athens; I have told you the
whole truth. They enjoy hearing those being questioned who think
they are wise, but are not. And this is not unpleasant. To do this has,
as I say, been enjoined upon me by the god, by means of oracles and
reams, and in every other way that a divine manifestation has e\]cr
ordered a man to do anything. This is true, gentlemen, and can easily
be established. n suzely
If1 corrupt some young men and have corrupted othcrs,' tll”tl:l: bl
some of them who have grown older and realized that 1 g‘zwc 11 e
advice when they were young should now themselves ?](])il:e tol do so
to accuse me and avenge themselves. If they were un\wn- b%otlxcrs o
themse]ves, then some of their kindred, their fathers or

d
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: all it now if their family had bee,, harmeg
other relations should re:Cc resent here, first Crito, my contempoyy,
by me. I see many of tl1<].Se gther of Critobulus here; next Lysanias of
and fellow demesman% j\leciﬁnes here; also Antiphon . Cephisi.m
Sphettus, the fat.her 0' ifi others whose brother, spEnt thets timec ir;
the father of EPlgenes,t}flel son of Theozotides, brother of Theodotus
this ey Nlcosglrzzuc;;ed s0 he could not influence him; Paralius here
e T;lll;(;i;)(t)zsocus whose brother was Theages; there ig Adeimantus:
222 Zf Ariston, brot7her of Plato here; Aeantodorus, brother of Apollo.
dorus here.
I could mention many others, some one of whom surely Meletys
should have brought in as witness in his own speech. If he forgot to
do so, then let him do it now; I will yield time if he has anything of
the kind to say. You will find quite the contrary, gentlemen, These
men are all ready to come to the help of the corruptor, the man whe
has harmed their kindred, as Meletus and Anytus say. Now those who
were corrupted might well have reason to help me, but the uncorrupted,
their kindred who are older men, have no reason to help me except
the right and proper one, that they know that Meletus is lying and that
I'am telling the truth,
Very well, gentlemen, This, and maybe other similar things, is what
I'have to say in my defense, Perhaps one of you might be angry as he
recalls that when e himself stood trial on a less dangerous charge, he
begged and implored the jurymen with many tears, that he brought
his children and many of his friends and family into court to arouse
as much pity as he could, but that T do none of these things, even
though I may seem to be running the ultimate risk. Thinking o_f this,
he might feel resentfy] towards me and, angry about this, cast his vo.te
in anger, If there is such a one among you—I do not deem there 15,
but if there is—1 think it would be right to say in reply: My g(ﬂj}‘ bk
I'too have 4 household and, in Homer’s phrase, I am not born “from
ok or rock” byt from men, so that I have a family, indeed three SIOiL:'
men of Athens, of whom one is an adolescent while two are Chll(]ltrlc:
Nevcrthc]css, I'will not beg you to acquit me by bringing tllCltlllclllt“"
1y do 1 dg none of thege things? Not through arrogance, ST‘“\ e of
nor through Jaek of respect for you. Whether [ am brave in t.ltd*\’omS
cath jg another matter, but with regard to my reputation ‘"( '

all'd that of ], whole city, it does not seem rié_;llt to m?t t: gencmlly
lings, cspecially at my age and with my reputation. 1«‘or) Ets Socrates 1
eved, whether it pe true or false, that in certain respec

lo these
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) m or ge or whatever other virtue makes
them so, are seen behaving like that, it would be a disgrace. Yet I hav

often seen them do this sort of thing when standing trial m.en who arz
thought to be somebody, doing amazing things as if théy thought it a
terrible thing to die, and as if they were to be immortal if you did not
execute them. I think these men bring shame upon the city so thata b
stranger, too, would assume that those who are outstanding in virtue
among the Athenians, whom they themselves select from themselves
to fill offices of state and receive other honors, are in no way better
than women. You should not act like that, men of Athens, those of you
who have any reputation at all, and if we do, you should not allow it.
You should make it very clear that you will more readily convict a man
who performs these pitiful dramatics in court and so makes the city a
Jaughingstock, than a man who keeps quiet.

Quite apart from the question of reputation, gentlemen, 1 do not
think it right to supplicate the jury and to be acquitted because of this,
but to teach and persuade them. It is not the purpose of a juryman’s
office to give justice as a favor to whoever seems good to him, but to
law, and this he has sworn to do. We should not

judge according to
nor should you make a habit of it.

accustom you to perjure yourselves,
This is irreverent conduct for either of us.

Do not deem it right for me, men of Athens, that I should act towards
you in a way that I do not consider to be good or just or pious, especially,
by Zeus, as I am being prosecuted by Meletus here for impiety; clearly,
if I convinced you by my supplication to do violence to your oath of
office, [ would be teaching you not to believe that there are gods, and
my defense would convict me of not believing in them. This is far from
being the case, gentlemen, for I do believe in them as none of my
accusers do. I leave it to you and the god to judge me in the way that

will be best for me and for you.

[The jury now gives its verdict of guilty, and Meletus asks for the

penalty of death.]
not being angry with you for

t unexpected. 3
on each side,
but by a great
acquitted me.
and not b

There are many other reasons for my
convicting me, men of Athens, and what happened was ¢
Lam much more surprised at the number of votes cast
for [ did not think the decision would be by so few votes

;mir?y' As it is, a switch of only thirty votes would }l’leC
think myself that [ have been cleared of Meletus’ charges,
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- . at. if Anytus and Lycon had not joineq
;)"lllif ltlllns],C E::EI:: glsnilee’ali et(lv cz)lllﬂt(lil i:;lve be}cltn fined a thousand drachimag
f:)lr not receiving a fifth of the votes. e it Wkt coBmten
He assesses the penalty at death. So be it. Sy sessment
should I propose to you, men of Athens? Clearly it s 011) € a penalty
I deserve, and what do I deserve to suffer or to pa}}]/ ecause I have
deliberately not led a quiet life but have negllf:cted;v at occluples m0§t
people: wealth, household affznrsf 'the position o ge;nera or Ppbl}c
orator or the other offices, the political clubs z.lnd 'factlons that exist in
the city? I thought myself too honest to survive if I occupied myself
with those things. I did not follow that path that would have made me
of no use either to you or to myself, but I went to each of you privately
and conferred upon him what I say is the greatest benefit, by trying to
persuade him not to care for any of his belongings before caring that
he himself should be as good and as wise as possible, not to care for
the city’s possessions more than for the city itself, and to care for other

things in the same way. What do I deserve for being such a man? Some
good, men of Athens, if [ must truly make an assessment according to
my deserts, and something suitable. What is

suitable for a poor benefac-
tor who needs leisure to exhort you? Nothing is more suitable, gentle-
men, than for such a man to be fed in the Prytaneum'® — much more
suitable for him than for any one of y

ou who has won a victory at
Olympia with a pair or a team of horses. The Olympian victor makes
you think yourself happy;

I make you be happy. Besides, he does not
need food, but I do. So if T must make a just assessment of what 1
deserve, I assess it as this: free meals in the Prytaneum.

When I say this you may think, as when | spoke of appeals to pity
and entreaties, that | speak arrogantly, but that is not the case, men of
Athens; rather it i like this: I am convinced that [ never willingly wrong
anyone, but | am not convincing you of this, for we have talked together
bl‘lt a short time. If it were the law with us, as it is elsewhere, that a
trial for life should not Jst one but many days, you would be convinced,
but now jt g not easy to dispel great slanders in a short time. Since |

:lm convinced that | wrong no one, [ am not likely to wrong myselt
0 sy that | deserve some evil and to make some such assessment
ABASt myself. Wyut

should T fear? That T should suffer the penalty

16. 'l’he Prytancum wag the
public entertajy,

return hoiye,

. . , 'Cll
magistrates” hall or town hall of Athens in whi

de o . . T their
ments were given, particularly to Olympian victors on




APOLOGY 2

'M‘cletus has assessed against me, of which I say I do not know whether
it is goo’d or bad? Am I then to choose in preference to this something
that I know very well to be an evil and assess the penalty at that?
Imprlsonmc.znt? Why should I live in prison, always subjected to the
.ruln}g magistrates, the Eleven? A fine, and imprisonment until I pay
it? That would be the same thing for me, as I have no money. Exile?
For perhaps you might accept that assessment.

I should have to be inordinately fond of life, men of Athens, to be
so unreasonable as to suppose that other men will easily tolerate my
company and conversation when you, my fellow citizens, have been
unable to endure them, but found them a burden and resented them
so that you are now seeking to get rid of them. Far from it, gentlemen.
It would be a fine life at my age to be driven out of one city after
another, for I know very well that wherever I go the young men will
listen to my talk as they do here. If I drive them away, they will themselves
persuade their elders to drive me out; if I do not drive them away, their
fathers and relations will drive me out on their behalf.

Perhaps someone might say: But Socrates, if you leave us will you
not be able to live quietly, without talking? Now this is the most difficult
point on which to convince some of you. If I say that it is impossible
for me to keep quiet because that means disobeying the god, you will
not believe me and will think I am being ironical. On the other hand,
if I say that it is the greatest good for a man to discuss virtue every day
and those other things about which you hear me conversing and testing
myself and others, for the unexamined life is not worth living for men,
you will believe me even less.

What I say is true, gentlemen, but it is not easy to convince you. At
the same time, I am not accustomed to think that I deserve any penalty.

If I had money, I would assess the penalty at the amount I C()llll(.l pay,
for that would not hurt me, but I have none, unless you are willing to

set the penalty at the amount I can pay, and perhaps I could pay you

one mina of silver. So that is my assessment. .
Plato here, men of Athens, and Crito and Critobulus and Apollodorus

bid me put the penalty at thirty minas, and they will s‘t;md surcty for
the money. Well then, that is my assessment, and they will be suthcient

guarantee of payment.

[The jury now votes again and sentences Socrales to death. |

n of Athens, that you will acquire

It is i : )
for the sake of a short time, me It to denigrate

the reputation and the guilt, in the eyes of those who wa
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T1ed Socrates, a wise man, for the

the city, of having 11\'1'115;1 il(ic\;/lise even if I am not. If yq,, h(; Wan‘t t
revile vou wil]' say tha ,01:1‘1 have happened of its own accorg Waiteq
but a litle while, thllS‘Vfd advanced in years and close de;lt} U g
my age, t.lmt [ am ﬁ 1efa (Zlu but to those who condemneg me Ol.d Lap,
saying this not to a Oesyl say: Perhaps you think that | Was g Cath,
and to these same 011d as might have convinced you, if | thovlcted
for lack of sucall :’{lﬂl Scould to avoid my sentence. Fy, from ituightl
Sh()l\lr]ig’((sjlyb(;ial(l)se I lacked not words but boldness and Shameless:;z
:::](; the willingness to say to you what yg)u WOUl.d Mmost glaq)

heard from me, lamentations and tears an }Ilny saying and {,
things that I say are unworthy ‘Of me but that you are accu
hear from others. I did not think then that the danger [ ;
make me do anything mean, nor do I now regret the nat
defense. I would much rather die after this kind of defense thy, lie
after making the other kind. Neither I nor any other man Should, on
trial or in war, contrive to avoid death at any cost. Indeed it ig often
obvious in battle that one could escape dea
weapons and by turning to suppl

_ dve
mg Map
StOIned to
an shoy]
ure Of m

th by throwing away ong’s

icate one’s pursuers, and there are
many ways to avoid death in every kind of danger if one will venture

to do or say anything to avoid it. It is not dithicult to avoid death,
gentlemen; it is much more difficult to avoid wickedness, for it runs
faster than death. Slow and elderly as [ am, I have been caught by the
slower pursuer, whereas my accusers, being clever and sharp, have been
caught by the quicker, wickedness. I leave you now, condemned to
death by you, but they are condemneq by truth to wickedness and

mjustice. So | maintain my assessment, and they maintain theirs. Thi

perhaps had to happen, and T think Is as it should be.
Now I want to

ath, a vengeance much h'c“derl,tf)
‘eh you took in killing me. You did this in the bt
that yoy would avoid giving an account of your life, but | mamtane
that quite the Opposite wil] happen to you. There will be more Peoi\,
» Whom T 0y held back, but you did not notice lt.u gl
fesent (], al with as they will be younger fi?i(;v(;eople
You will e AT wrong if you believe that by kl. o in the
i Prrent anyone frop, reproaching you for not livive atit®
Cape such tests i neither possible nor good,
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best and easiest not to discredit others but t
good as possible. With this prophecy to you
from you.

I'should be glad to discuss what has h
for my acquittal during the time th
and I do not yet have to depart to

O prepare oneself to be g
who convicted me, [ part

appened with those who voted
at the officers of the court are busy

my death. So, gentlemen, stay with
me awhile, for nothing prevents us from talking to each other while it
is allowed. To you, as being my friends,
of what has occurred. A surprising thing has happened to me, jurymen —
you I would rightly call jurymen. At all previous times my familiar
prophetic power, my spiritual manifestation, frequently opposed me,
even in small matters, when I was about to do something wrong, but
now that, as you can see for yourselves, I was faced with what one
might think, and what is generally thought to be, the worst of evils, my
divine sign has not opposed me, either when I left home at dawn, or
when [ came into court, or at any time that [ was about to say something
during my speech. Yet in other talks it often held me back in the middle
of my speaking, but now it has opposed no word or deed of mine. What
do I think is the reason for this? I will tell you. What has happened to
me may well be a good thing, and those of us who believe death to be
an evil are certainly mistaken. I have convincing proof of this, for it is
impossible that my familiar sign did not oppose me if I was not about
to do what was right.
Let us reflect in this way, too, that there is good hope that death is
a blessing, for it is one of two things: either the dead are nothing and
have no perception of anything, or it is, as we are told, a change and
a relocating for the soul from here to another place. If it is complete
lack of perception, like a dreamless sleep, then death would be a great
advantage. For I think that if one had to pick out that night during
which a man slept soundly and did not dream, put beside it the other
nights and days of his life, and then see how many days and nights had
been better and more pleasant than that night, not only a private person
but the great king would find them easy to count compared with the
other days and nights. If death is like this I say it is an advantage, for
all cternity would then seem to be no more than a single night. If, on
the other hand, death is a change from here to another place, and what
we are told is true and all who have died are there, what greater blesmgg
could there be, gentlemen of the jury? If anyone arriving in Hades Wfll
have escaped from those who call themselves jurymen here, and will
nd those trye jurymen who are said to sit in judgment there, Minos

I want to show the meaning

40
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hus and Aeacus and Triptolemus and the other ¢,

i i mj.
been upright in their own life, would thyg be Pol(:r
€p Compgy,

Wil]ing to die
I'me to Speng
of Telamon’
st conviction,

and Rhadamant

]g\Odj wfhcoh;l:j;? Again, what would one of you give to ke
(and o )

ith Orpheus and Musaeus, Hesiod and Hc(l,mferl? [ am
‘:fany times if that is true. It would be a wonderful way fo
me

and any other of the men of old th1 died Ithtrho‘uih‘?n unjlléi
to compare my experience with t eirs. I think dwou .b? pleasant

Most important, I could spend my time test.mg gn €xamining .P60p1e

there, as I do here, as to who among them is wise, and who thinks he

is, but is not. '

, What would one not give, gentlemen of the jury, for the Opportun;j
to examine the man who led the great expedition against Troy, o
Odysseus, or Sisyphus, and innumerable .other men and women gpe
could mention? It would be an extraordinary happiness to talk with
them, to keep company with them and examine them. Ip any case,
they would certainly not put one to death for doing so. They are happier
there than we are here in other respects, and for the rest of time they
are deathless, if indeed what we are told is true

You too must be of good hope as regards death, gentlemen of the
jury, and keep this one truth in mind, that a good man cannot be
harmed either in life or in death, and that his affairs are not neglected

by the gods. What has happened to me now has not happened of itself,
but it is clear to me that it was better for

from trouble. That is why my divine si
point. So I am certainly not angry wit
with my accusers. Of course that was
accused and convicted me,
and for this they dese
my sons grow up, ave;
grief that I caused yo
else more thap they ¢
when they are nobod
not care for tl)e righ
not worthy of anythj
by you, and my sop

Now the hour to
of us 80¢s to the be

me to die now and to escape
gn did not oppose me at any
h those who convicted me, or

not their purpose when they
but they thought they were hurting me,
rve blame. This much I ask from them: When

ng. If you do this, T shall have been justly treate
s also.

tter lot i known to no one, except the gOd-

18¢ yourselves by causing them the same kind. of
u, if you think they care for money or anything
are for virtue, or if they think they are somebody
y. Reproach them as | reproach you, that they do
t things and think they are worthy when they ar

. ich
part has come, | go to die, you go to live. Whic




