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risk assessments, extensions were made to include severity and probability descrip-

tions and action levels.
In two instances, shop floor personnel said to safety professionals that relating
numbers to each other first—such as 6 t0 12—was a big help in understanding whethef
the risk category was moderate Of serious. If using a risk assessment matrix in which

numbers are used to begin with to establish risk Jevels makes the process more unde

standable and acceptable for operating personnel, that should be encouraged.

As noted in Figure 11.1, aumbers in the matrix were derived intuitively: They &

qualitative, not quantitative. Thus, the numbers have value only in relation (0 &&

other. And that is the case for all risk scoring systems that are not based on 14
h are rarely available.

probability and severity numbers, whic

On Acceptable Risk

The theoretical goal should always
feasible. When a hazard cannot be eliminated, the associated risk should
toalevel aslow as reasonably practicable and acceptable, considering c0stcC

be to eliminate all hazards, tbut that may ﬂ
be red™
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