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greeahle to his own appointment, on, the evening he was committed to
prison, with permission of the Jailer, | visited NAT on Tuesday the 1st
November, \n{h(‘n. without being questioned at all, he commenced his
arative in the following words: —
gir,—YOU have e}sked me to give a history of the motives which induced me to
undﬂ'mke the late insurrection, as you call it—To do g¢ | must g0 back to the days
of my infancy, and even before 1 was born. I wag thirty-one years of age the 2d of
Octobers last, and born the property of Benj. Turner, of this county. In my child-
sod a circumstance occurred which made an indelible impression on My mind,
and laid the ground work of that enthusiasm, which has terminated 50 fatally to
many both white and black, and for which T am about to atone at the gallows. It is
here necessary to relate this circumstance—trifling as it may seemn, it Was the com-
mencement of that belief which has grown with time, and even ‘noW, sir, in this
dungeon, helpless and forsaken as I am, I cannot divest myself of. Being at play
with other children, when three or four years old, I was telling them something,
which my mother overhearing, said it had happened before I was born—1I stuck to
my storys however, and related some things which went in her opinion to confirm
it—others being called on were greatly astonished, knowing that these things had
happened, and caused them to say in my hearing, I surely would be a prophet, as the
~ Lord had shewn me things that had happened before my birth. And my father and
: mother strengthened me in this my first impression, saying in my presence, I was
intended for some great purpose, which they had always thought from certain
marks on my head and breast—/[a parcel of excrescences which I believe are not at
all uncommon, particularly among negroes, as I have seen several with the same.
In this case he has either cut them off, or they have nearly disappeared]—My
. grand mother, who was very religious, and to whom I was much attached—my
master, who belonged to the church, and other religious persons who visited the
house, and whom I often saw at prayers, noticing the singularity of my manners, 1
suppose, and my uncommon intelligence for a child, remarked I had too much
sense to be raised, and if I was, I would never be of any service to any one as a
slave—To a mind like mine, restless, inquisitive and observant of every thing that
. was passing, it is easy to suppose that religion was the subject to which it would be
3 directed, and although this subject principally occupied my thoughts—there was
nothing that I saw or heard of to which my attention was not directed.—The man-
ner in which I learned to read and write, not only had great influence on my own
mind, as I acquired it with the most perfect ease, so much so, that I have no recol-
lection whatever of learning the alphabet—but to the astonishment of the family,
one day, when a book was shewn me to keep me from crying, | began spelling the
names of different objects—this was a source of wonder to all in the neighbor-
hood, particularly the blacks—and this learning was constantly improved at all
opportunities—when I got large enough to go to work, while emPI.OYefl’ 1 Wa;
reflecting on many things that would present themselves to my imagination. an
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Occurredoflookingaxabook“’hﬂ‘tbem%
, 1 would find many things that the fertility of y,,
eir lessons, before; all my time, not devoted to my Py
imagination had depleted to me Delo . : : in 7 iy,
lmagmmon nt either in prayer, or in making experiments Casting dlﬂlmq
SErVice, was spl;s made of earth, in attempting to make paper, ang
things I8 HO - riments, that although I could not perfect, yet convinceg e of g,
man)fot:;rexilf";had the means.! | was not addicted to stulmg in mYWlnh,nq
E;?:S(‘er b:Yen_.Yet such was the confidence Of the negroes in the ne‘ghbodxhd,
even at this early period of my life, in my superior judgment, that they Would ofte,
carry me with them when they were going on any Toguery. to plan for ther,_ Grow.
mgl;yp among them, with this confidence in my SUperioT judgment, a.nd When thg
in their opinions, was perfected by Divine inspiration, from the Circumstapce,
already alluded to in my infancy, and which belief was ever afterwards Zealougly
inculcated by the austerity of my life and manners, which became the subject of
remark by white and black.—Having soon discovered to be great, I must appear
so, and therefore studiously avoided mixing in society, and wrapped myself in my;
tery, devoting my time to fasting and prayer. By this time, having arrived to map’s
estate, and hearing the scriptures commented on at meetings, I was struck wiy,
that particular passage which says: “Seek ye the kingdom of Heaven ang all
things shall be added unto you.”? I reflected much on this passage, and Prayed
daily for light on this subject—As I was praying one day at my plough, the Spirit
spoke to me, saying “Seek ye the kingdom of Heaven and all things shall be addeq
unto you.” Question—what do you mean by the Spirit. Ans. The Spirit that spoke
to the prophets in former days—and I was greatly astonished, and for two years
prayed continually, whenever my duty would permit—and then again | had the

it
whenever an opportunity

were getting th

1. When questioned as to the manner of manufacty formed
ring those dif, i :

on the subject. [Unless otherwise indicated, footnoteg afe those lf el::m e i ot

2, Luke12:31. [Ed) e Sl ]

3. Matthew 20:16. The next verse no

tes “Jesug going up
may have been an ultimate target of

to Jerusalem .
Nat Turner ang pjg Southampton’s county seat, Jernw

rebely, (Ed.)
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NAT TURNER

f the sun last Febyy;
eclipse © ary) I ghe, ‘ _
mies with their own weapons, At i|\llll::l “rise and prepare myself, and slay my ene

|

s, the seal was removed frop, |, lie - liately on the sign appearing in the 'heav-
e.-n .m o5 ;765 B I Whiomy, : ;Y lll).-s. “d [ comrunicated the great work laid out
for m¢ y ' 1ad the ‘ Nel

am)—It was intende Breatest confidence, (Henry, Hark, Nelson
and Sam)—It was intended by us to have | E N f Tul
a y "% Pegun the work of death on the 4th of July
last—Many were the plans formed AN rejecteq b : it affected mind to
such a degree, that I fell sick, 35 the time Y us, and it afte my

mination how to commence-._gyjj| o, Passed without our coming to any

ed :
Since the commencement of 1830 mi:: ?itvti(:‘t::vlittrlr:/%frioseph - I g
est confidence in me; in fact, I had no
Saturday evening, the 20th of August,
If, to Prepare a dinner the next day for
. Plan, as we hag not yet determined on
morning, brought a pig, and Henry brandy, and being,

Jack, they Prepared in the woods a dinner,
them.

cause to complain of his treatment to

me. On
it was agreed between Henry,

where, about three o'’clock, I joined
Q Why were you so backward in joining them,

A. The same reason that had Caused me not to mix with them for years before.
I saluted them on coming up, and

' asked Will how came he there; he answered,
his life was worth no more than others, i

in the night, when we went to the house and
found Austin; they all went to the cider press and drank, except myself. On return-

ing to the house, Hark went to the door with an axe, for the purpose of breaking it

open, as we knew we were strong enough to murder the family, if they were

awaked by the noise; but reflecting that it might create an alarm in the neighbor-
hood, we determined to enter th

e house secretly, and murder them whilst sleep-
ing. Hark got a ladder and set it against the chimney, on which I ascended, and

hoisting a window, entered and came down stairs, unbarred the door, and removed
the guns from their places. It was then observed that I must spill the first blood.
On which armed with a hatchet, and accompanied by Will, I entered my master’s
chamber; it being dark, I could not give a death blow,* the hatchet glancec.l fror.'.n
his head, he sprang from the bed and called his wife, it was his last word. Will laid
him dead, with a blow of his axe, and Mrs. Travis shared the same fate, as she lay

i Margaret
4. The only person Nat Turner personally killed during the entire revolt was a young woman named Marg
Whitehead, whom he beat to death with a fence rail. [Ed.)
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i family five in number, was the work of ”
ro

tle i T 0
-\ ed. The murde here was a little infant sleeping in a cradle, th,, Wment, Ny
n bee e ! e house and gone some distance, when Hen as forg%

ry ang Wll]

a1 AWORE
one Of”f‘ il o left th
Ot, and se

we h 4 it; we got here, four guns that would sho

kille m"j or two of powder. We remained some time t\;ler
muskets, with a S-Oll formed them in a line as soldiers, and after carryj ¢ m
where we P“rﬂde ’ ceuvres | was master of, marched them off to Mr. Salat}? 8 they
through all _the mznred yards distant. Sam and Will went to the doo; and k;ﬂ;%
cis, about .s:x }1122 who was there, Sam replied it was him, and he hag alety
Mr. Franc;]si :; he got up and came to the door; they immediately seized h;
g;:lg’g?:giim out a little from t%le door, h(.e was (;iSp.atched by repeateq blows o
the head; there was no other white person 1r.1 the family. We started from ther, £ |

Mrs. Reese’s, maintaining the most perfect silence on our march, where ﬁnding
door unlocked, we entered, and murdered Mrs. Reese in her bed, while Sleeping
her son awoke, but it was only to sleep the sleep of death, he had only time ¢,
who is that, and he was no more. From Mrs. Reese’s we went to Mrs, Turners ,
mile distant, which we reached about sunrise, on Monday morning. Henry, Austin
and Sam, went to the still, where, finding Mr. Peebles, Austin shot him, and the e
of us went to the house; as we approached, the family discovered us, and shyt the
door. Vain hope! Will, with one stroke of his axe, opened it, and we entered and
found Mrs. Turner and Mrs. Newsome in the middle of a room almost frightened
to death. Will immediately killed Mrs. Turner, with one blow of his axe. I took
Mrs. Newsome by the hand, and with the sword I had when I was apprehended, |
struck her several blows over the head, but not being able to kill her, as the sword
was dull. Will turning around and discovering it, dispatched her also. A general
destruction of property and search for money and ammunition, always succeeded

the murders. By this time my company amounted to fifteen, and nine men mounted
who started for Mrs. Whitehead’s,

€T foy
, apq

* %k %

We expected Dr, Blunt and his fa
Was a company of men there; the gun was fired to ascertain if any of the family e
at home; we were immediately
I do not know what became of

them, as | pe Pursuing '
ver saw them afterwards.
course back, and coming in sj A

before, we discovered ght of (;aptain Harris’s, where we had been the day
me but two, (Jacob 2 Party of white men at the house, on which all des¢ i
night When,l sec;:'th.’smd'Nat.) We concealed ourselves in the woods unti nCEd
them, to rally, a?l them 1 Search of Henry, Sam, Nelson and Hark, and dil‘ecct1 )
before, where’ they w?;l‘:;gfé at the place we had had our dinner the S asaift
was dark, and remaineq until rv:;:&;:d : accoréingly returned thel're as $00" p
ndmg around the nlare - .4 . SdaY evenine wheom A: e i~ whité ¥ |




NAT TURNER

my men joining me, [ concluded Jacob and Nyt had hee
betray me.—On this I gave up all hope for the pre ,u‘ b
after having supplied myself with provisions frmln lf\;( ¢
under a pile of fence rails in a field, where | ('-(Jn.(-t. ” rl
jeaving my hiding place but for a few minutes in‘.th; Zﬁy S(;‘lf for. S8 Waska, sieve
which was very near; thinking by this time [ could vontu:"] of night to get water,
.1 the night and eaves drop the houses in the ncighhorhncc(;"‘t- I begant |
for about a fortnight and gathering little or no intf'“ig;‘nce- e:fnl:cllJ fsfu‘mg tl_ns course
human being, and returning every morning to my cave i)efo‘re t(;] eszeakmgftz any
know not how long I might have led this life, if accident had b =n oveRr
in the neighborhood passing by my hidi ; ) not .etrayed me; adog
1 & P g by my hiding place one night while I was out, was
attracted by some meat I had in my cave, and crawled in and stole it, and was ’corn—
ing out just as I returned. A few nights after, two negroes having star,ted to go hunt-
ing with the same dog, and passed that way, the dog came again to the place, and
having just gone out to walk about, discovered me and barked, on which thir;king
myself discovered, I spoke to them to beg concealment. On making myself known,
they fled from me. Knowing then they would betray me, I immediately left my hid-
ing place, and was pursued almost incessantly until I was taken a fortnight after-
wards by Mr. Benjamin Phipps, in a little hole I had dug out with my sword, for the
purpose of concealment, under the top of a fallen tree. On Mr. Phipps discovering
the place of my concealment, he cocked his gun and aimed at me. I requested him
not to shoot, and I would give up, upon which he demanded my sword. [ delivered it
to him, and he brought me to prison. During the time I was pursued, I had many
hair breadth escapes, which your time will not permit you to relate. I am here
loaded with chains, and willing to suffer the fate that awaits me.

aken, and compelled to
v and on Thursday night,
ravis's, I scratched a hole

o go about

% k%

I5 shall not attempt to describe the effect of his narrative, as told and com-
ondemned hole of the prison. The calm, deliberate

of his late deeds and intentions, the expression of

composure with which he spoke
his fiend-like face when excited by enthusiasm, still bearing the stains of the blood
d covered with chains; yet

of helpless innocence about him; clothed with rags an
daring to raise his manacled hands to heaven, with a spirit soaring above the

attributes of man; I looked on him and my blood curdled in my veins.

mented on by himself, in the

e e mati O [Ed']




