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1. For each of the following experimental briefs:
a. Identify the type of design used to test the hypothesis of the study
b. Explain why this design might have been used
<. Identify the threats to internal validity

Study A. College students are used to test the hypothesis that carbohydrate cravings
increase as a person’s level of depression increases. To test this hypothesis, the exper-
imenter randomly assigns participants to three groups and then administers a mood-
induction technique that will temporarily induce different types of moods. One version of
the mood-induction technique is administered to one group to induce a depressed mood,
another version is used to induce an elated mood in a second group, and a third ver-
sion is administered to the third group to ensure that their mood does not change. After
the mood-induction procedure has been administered to each group, the participants
provide an assessment of the extent to which they experience carbohydrate cravings.

Study B. Hillary wants to find out if nicotine patches really help people quit
smoking, so she identifies 100 people who have been smoking at least a pack of
cigarettes a day for the past 10 years and want to quit. She has them all sign a form
agreeing to stop smoking. She lets the participants decide if they want to be in the
group that will wear the patch for a month or the group that will not wear the patch.
the end of the month, she monitors their cigarette smoking and finds that 35%
the individuals in the patch group quit smoking and 20% of the individuals in

. group stopped smoking. Hillary concludes that the nicotine patches are
‘helping people quit or reduce their consumption of cigarettes.
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Study C. Dr. Cane was interested in determining if there was an associaiion
between a person's gender and the tendency to report a false memory. To test ths
hypothesis, male and female participants were interviewed about a real emotional
event that happened to them (a serious accident) between the ages of 4 and 10 and
about a false event (getting lost). Two weeks later, these same individuals were inter-
viewed about both events, and the interviewers attempted to elicit both memories
using guided imagery, context reinstatement, and mild social pressure. The results of
this experiment revealed that 100% of females and males recalled the real emotional
event. However, 28% of females and 55% of males recalled the false event.




