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Required Resources: Pharmaceuticals (Merck)


Text


Fieser, J. (2015). Introduction to business ethics [Electronic version]. Retrieved from https://content.ashford.edu/
Chapter 10: Investments


Read only Pharmaceutical Products in Section 10.2


Articles


Friedman, M. (1970, September 13). The social responsibility of business is to increase its profits. New York
Times Magazine. Retrieved from http://highered.mcgraw-
hill.com/sites/dl/free/0073524697/910345/Appendices.pdf


Friedman presents a two-part clarification of what we may understand as social responsibility. The
first part states that the responsibility of business is to its shareholders by using its resources to
increase profits. Most stop here and assume that Friedman is advocating an ethics of egoism. But
the important second part is that Friedman argues that business must be bound by the law and rules
of honesty and decency toward others.
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Rea, P., Zhang, V., & Baras, Y. (2010, July-August). Ivermectin and river blindness. American Scientist, 98, 294-
303. Retrieved from
http://izt.ciens.ucv.ve/ecologia/Archivos/ECO_POB%202010/ECOPO6_2010/Rea%20et%20al%202010.pdf


This is a report of how Merck brought together science and philanthropy in order to put an end to
river blindness.


Multimedia


Annual Reviews. (2012, February 3). A conversation with P. Roy Vagelos [Video file]. Retrieved from
https://youtu.be/-fRpgGkgA-c


This video is a biographical interview of the former Research Director and later CEO at Merck, who
made the call to produce Ivermectin and distribute it for free. [Note: The discussion relevant to Merck
and Ivermectin starts at the 60:00 mark.] Transcript
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