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NOT FOR ‘THE TIMID OF HEART

Damn!” 1 said.

The dates hadn't come as a real surprise. We had suspected we were
getting mto a nasty realm where traction was poor and plenty of archaeol-
ogists before me had spun-out. But here they were, two apparently firm
dates that would completely change my life. Maybe these two “facts” in
front of me—so neatly typewritten, so crisp, so cool—were wrong, I had
littte reason to think so. Whatever the extent to which I had been steerng
my career as an archaeclogist, 1t was now about to veer. and vaw off into
. the archaeological badlands. So my first reaction, standing m a ten-foot-

" deep excavation about thirty-five miles southwest of Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
- vama, was to say, out loud, “Damn.”
. - Itwas July 13, 1974, and T held in my hand a report from an ympecca-
-~ ble source, the radiocarbon-dating lab at the Smithsonian Institution. Most
- “Americans nghtly considered the Smithsonian the very essence of the Au-
.- thentic, and archaeologsts all knew 1t as one of the very best dating facili-
' _tics ‘then i existence. Even so, I knew perfectly well .that once my
o ¢olleagues got wind of thesc two dates, they would start throwing vérbal

TOCKS-at me and my crew,

“~On the piece of paper in my hand were eleven dates, all of them ordi-
‘naty;-unsurprising, nothing to really catch anyone’s attention, except for the
_ff\bvo that challenged one of American archaeology’s most cherished dogmas.
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flake was chipped off both sides of the powt's base in order to produce
grooves. This so-called fluting was umgue m the archaeological record
anywhere on the planet: only in America. Clovis ponts then began to turn
up here and there around the West and then elsewhere, all the way to the
Atlanttc Ocean and even on down into Mexico and points south,

Having been found with mammoth remains, Clovis points clearly were
the work of people who lived in North America during the last Ice Age,
which scholars at the time were sure had ended around 10,000 years ago.
As the decades went by, an accurate dating technique——radiocarbon dat-
mg—permitted many Clovis finds to be dated with some precision. It
turned out that these people lived between 11,250 and 10,550 vears ago
{or from 9250 years B.C. to 8550 B.C.). Then, suddenty, humans didn't
make Clovis pownts anymore. More important, no one could find any evi-
dence that people had lived in North America earlier than Clovis Man,
This, then, was the Clovis Bar, and while some archaeologists over the
years announced new evidence that humans had been here at an earlier
date, most North American archaeologists were not merely content with
the bar but built their scholarly career on its foundation,

Frankly, in the early 1970s, I didn’t give much of a hoot about Clovis
Man. Most of my research with perishable artifacts had been done in the
Great Basin area of the West on what is called Archaic material, artifacts
that were more recent than Clovis. To the extent that I had ever bothered
to think about it, I believed the idea that Clovis Man had leapt fully armed
~ lout of the head of some Siberian Zeus) mnto midcontinent and proceeded
to overrun the hemisphere i less than a millennum to be, at best, an over-

simplified notion and, at worst, hopelessly naive if not sumply dumb. To
~my mind, the Clovis First hypothesis did not allow enough time for the di-
Yersity of lifeways that had come nto being shortly after the last Clovis:
point was chipped 10,500 vears ago—not to mention the diversity that ap-
ared to exist even during Clovis Man’s tenure.
I also knew, from studving the remains of perishable artifacts of early
cleties—that 1s to say, the efforts mamly of women—that most of my
"lovis-loving colleagues had a -phallocentric, lithic hang-up: as noted,
tone is far more likely to be preserved in the ground for long periods, and
Cé_ple associate stone artifacts such as projectile points with maies. For
omie seventy years, Clovis Woman was conspicuous by her absence.




xpiii | THE FIRST AMERIGANS

In any event, I knew there would be frouble when 1 went up agaimst the
Clovis Bar with my pre-Clovis dates. The annals of North American ar-
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