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The Struggle for North America (1697 – 1763)


Lecture 05
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4 October 2016








Growing Rivalry in North America (1690s-1750)


u English / British / American


u North America very important in 18th-Century French / British 
strategy
u Pre-1690s: sporadic conflict, secondary to larger campaigns


u 1690s onward: North America becomes central to global military 
strategy 


u General Patterns:


1) Few fixed battles between conventional armies
u Most campaigns fought with militia and First Nations allies


u Raids rather than campaigns  


2) More casualties from disease, accidents than battle
u Heavy civilian casualties on frontier of settlement


3) French strategy largely defensive (esp. after 1713)
u French launch raids, brace for British response 








Military Preparedness: France and Britain


u France / French Colonies


u Strength of the militia


u Leadership structure


u Population [vastly outnumbered]


u Britain / American Colonies


u Money – colonial assemblies had to approve spending


u Militia – poorly trained, armed, and organized 


u Colonial disunity – no sense of common purpose 


u Iroquois – loss of solid Iroquois alliance after 1701


u Great Britain: Motivation


u North America essential to British commerce [shipping, markets]


u Viewed French presence as unacceptable threat


u France: Motivation


u Must keep Canada due to motives of “honour, duty and religion”


u Feared growth of British North America as a threat to profitable French colonies








War of the League of Augsburg [1689-1697]


u Prelude: Iroquois Campaigns (1684-89)
u Sparked by French entering Seneca hunting grounds


u Iroquois attack Fort St. Louis (1684)


u Disastrous French Response


u Marquis de Denonville
u Campaign of 1687


u War of the League of Augsburg [1689-97]
u Lachine (1689)


u French launch retaliatory winter raids 


u Campaigns:
u Port Royal captured and sacked [1690]


u Siege of Quebec [1690]


u La petit guerre [1690-97]


u War ends in 1697 – no significant changes in North 
America








Great Peace of Montreal (1701)


u Iroquois alienation after War of the League of 
Augsburg


u Colonies (esp. New York) offered no significant 
support to Iroquois


u Great Peace of Montreal


u Huge peace negotiation bringing together over 
thirty nations


u Settled disputes between aboriginal tribes


u Secured Iroquois neutrality in future wars between 
Britain and France


u Greatly increases New France’s security


u Detroit established (1701)








War of the Spanish Succession (1702-13)
u A “slow motion rerun” of the War of the League of Augsburg [Steele 1994]


u Iroquois neutrality tested and holds 
u French avoid Iroquois lands; attack Massachusetts rather than New York


u Raid on Deerfield (1704)


u The Redeemed Captive [1707] 


u Invasion of Acadia (1710)


u British conquer Acadia (for the last time)


u Naval assault on Quebec (1711)
u Invasion dispersed by winter storm


u French losses in the Treaty of Utrecht (1713)
u Newfoundland (retain limited rights to offshore fishery)


u Western Fur Trade – forced to recognize HBC legitimacy 


u Acadia


u French strategy becomes increasingly defensive








Consolidating British Control in Nova Scotia: First Nations


u Acadia (now Nova Scotia)


u French keep Cape Breton Island (Île-Royale) and PEI (Île Ste.-Jean)


u Britain gains Acadia “within its ancient boundaries”


u British governor demand oath of loyalty from Mi’kmaq and Maliseet 


u Violated traditional boundaries of relationship with Europeans
u “We are masters, and dependents of no one. We will have our country free”


u Open warfare (1720-25)


u Canso Fishery – New England fishermen take over 


u Mi’kmaq participate in Abenaki War (in New England)


u Peace Treaty (1725)


u Secures temporary peace but does not address long-term issues 


u First Nations – pledge not to attack British settlements / bases


u British – pledge not to interfere with traditional Mi’kmaq / Maliseet activities








Consolidating British Control in Nova Scotia [Acadia]


u Approximately 2,500 Acadians at time of Treaty (1713)
u Position of the Acadian population [after 1713]


u Permitted to emigrate to French territory (few did)


u Little sense of loyalty or devotion to France


u Instructed to take oath of loyalty to Britain
u Allowed to continue practicing religion (Catholic priests allowed)


u Title to lands confirmed 


u Political position of the Acadian population 
u British consider deportation of Acadians as early as 1720


u We are of the opinion they ought to be removed… for the protection and 
better settlement of your province


u Not carried out due to lack of military power


u Issue becomes urgent in 1720s (war with Mi’kmaq / Maliseet)
u Compromise [1730]: oath of neutrality


u Would swear oath if not compelled to take up arms








Les Francais Neutres


u Acadia experiences massive population growth (1700 to 1760s)


u Approximately 13,000 Acadians by 1755


u Contributing Factors


u Peace and stability 


u Early marriage and high birth rate


u No catastrophic checks on population (disease, famine)


u Expansion of agriculture 


u Significant growth of commercial agriculture (crops and cattle)


u Trade with British colonies (legal) and French colonies (illegal)


u Governance 


u British courts forced to adapt to Acadian custom and tradition


u Established systems of dispute resolution 


u Acadian elders remain significant figures of authority 








French Strategy After Utrecht 
u Defensive French strategy in North America [after 1713]


u Consolidate existing positions of strength 


u Prince Edward Island (Île Ste.-Jean)
u Expectation of Acadian emigration 


u Colonization scheme (1720) to support Île Royale


u 500 settlers and garrison of soldiers by 1735


u Louisiana 
u New Orleans (1718)


u Louisbourg [Naval Fortress, built in 1720]
u Protect the approach to the St. Lawrence


u Base for attacks on Nova Scotia and New England


u Location
u Proximity to Grand Banks 


u Massive natural harbour


u Ice-free year round 








Louisbourg
u Most heavily defended fortress in North America


u Key weakness = land defences


u Significant outpost of commerce and settlement


u Home to half of Ile Royale’s population at any time


u Develops a significant fishery 


u More valuable than New France fur trade in 1730s


u Entrepôt 


u Shipping goods to Quebec 


u Portrait of a colonial society


u Much more hierarchical society than typical Acadia


u Military / Merchant elite tried to replicate elite society


u Military


u Typical features of a military port city








War of the Austrian Succession (1744-48) 


u French attack on Canso (prisoners taken to Louisbourg)


u Attack on Louisbourg


u New England militia and naval force 


u Attacks Louisbourg by land (grand battery)


u Weaknesses of the fortress 


u Indecisive leadership, poor morale 


u Defenses directed entirely vs. naval assault 


u Surrenders after two months 


u Consequences 


u British no longer need to worry about French navy


u Disrupts French alliances with First Nations tribes


u Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle (1748)


u Britain returns Louisbourg to France 








Interlude: Growing Tension in Nova Scotia  (1749-54)


u French efforts to secure power in the region
u Reconstruction / repair of Louisbourg


u Fort Beausejour (1750)


u Positioned to lend support to Mi’kmaq 


u British efforts to secure power in Nova Scotia
u Fort Lawrence (to challenge Beausejour)


u Immigration (British and German / Swiss)


u Construction of Halifax (1749) 


u Mi’kmaq attacks on Halifax (1750-53)
u Construction of naval base violated 1726 Treaty


u Growing British anxiety about Acadians in Nova Scotia
u Raid on Grand Pré


u Questionable loyalty of Acadians new Beausejour


u Concern over Catholic missionaries (political activity)








Ohio Country


u British / American interests – settlement 


u Massive land grant to Ohio Company of Virginia (1747)


u Had to fortify and settle 100 families within seven years 


u French interest – diplomatic / political 


u American settlement in Ohio Country would cut New France off           
from Louisiana and Mississippi Valley 


u Restore credibility with First Nations in the area 


u Impact of War of the Austrian Succession (1747-49)


u American forts drawing fur trade away from New France 


u French expeditions to assert claim to territory
u 1749: small force sent to investigate status of territory 


u 1752: 2,000 troops sent to build forts 


u 1754: Virginia sends militia to confront French 


u Forced to sign humiliating surrender – sets stage for full war








British Plan of Attack [1755]


u British plan: campaigns against four forts (one after the other)


u Duquesne, Niagara, Frederic, Beausejour


u “It was a madly ambitious plan approved by men studying maps in 
London unaware that their ignorance of American geography, politics, 
and military capacities had foredoomed it to failure” [Anderson 2001]


u Problems with the plan:


u Insufficient resources to equip four simultaneous invasions


u Increasingly belligerent attitude of the British governors in 
America


u Landscape


u Planners unaware of realities of travel in wilderness


u Leadership of General Braddock


u Utterly inflexible and unwilling take advice of ‘mere colonials’


u Attempts to bully American colonists into cooperation 


u Alienates potential aboriginal allies








Failure of 1755 Campaigns  


u Attack on Duquense


u Slow progress through wilderness


u Met by much smaller force of French militia and First Nations troops


u Casualty rate:


u British: 65% (including 63 of 86 officers); French: 4%


u Left key American colonies (Pennsylvania and Virginia) open to attack


u Attack on Fort Frederic


u French successfully ambush the British


u Overextend selves in pursuit


u Bloody stalemate (French hold the fort)


u Attack on Fort Niagara:


u Inexperienced commander and lack of supplies


u Force disintegrates before it arrives








Attack on Fort Beausejour [1755]


u Attacked by 2,000 New England troops


u French extremely unprepared for the attack 


u Commander expected assistance from Louisbourg


u Drastically outnumbered by New England forces


u Discovery of Acadian ”volunteers” among the defenders


u Acadians compelled to serve in militia in areas under French control 


u British leadership in Nova Scotia


u Long considered expulsion as best strategy to deal with perceived Acadian threat


u Uses Beausejour as excuse / opportunity to put expulsion plan in motion 


u Prompted by news of British defeat at Duquense (though long planned) 


u Acadian leaders detained for questioning


u Given one last chance to accept unconditional oath of loyalty to Britain


u No sense that 1755 was any different than previous attempts 








Expulsion [1755]


u Forced removal of populations not unprecedented by mid-18th century


u Length of time it was considered (since 1720)


u Scale (removal of entire population)


u Method (clear effort to break up communities and families)


u Process 


u Men detained under guise of public meeting 


u Boats seized to prevent escape


u Only small amount of moveable property taken (no compensation for farms)


u Destination


u Sent to American colonies [disperse as widely as possible]


u Extreme poverty and destitution [subject to each colony’s poor laws)


u Gradual migration back home or to Louisiana (by 1780s)


u Aftermath


u Vicious guerilla war waged by those who managed to escape








Growing Tension in French Leadership


u Marquis de Vaudreuil (appointed Governor-General in 1755)


u Heroic figure in French-Canadian historical writing


u Experience as governor of Louisiana colony


u Strongly favoured French-Canadian troops over regular French army


u between troops who are dependent upon the colony, whose property, family and fortunes are 
there, and expatriates, whose one ambition is to get back to their families without having 
brought dishonor upon themselves, and for whom any harm suffered by the colony, even its 
total loss, is a matter of small concern 


u Best strategy = ’wilderness war’ – raids vs. campaigns, First Nations allies, no fixed battles


u Offensive strategy – keep Americans / British too busy to invade New France 


u Impact of 1756 raids from Fort Duquense


u Offensive strategy would attract greater support from First Nations allies  


u Louis-Joseph de Montcalm (General of French Army in North America, 1756)


u Experienced French general (31 years in the French Army)


u Contempt for French-Canadian militia (war best fought with regular French army)


u Strong dislike of First Nations as allies (‘uncontrollable’ and ‘uncivilized’)


u Best strategy – defensive – don’t overextend the resources of the colony








Attacks on Forts Oswego (1756) and William Henry (1757)


u Vaudreuil orders attack on Fort Oswego


u Best defense against possible attacks on Forts Niagara and Frederic 


u Phase one – French and First Nations attacks on supply lines


u Garrison starving over winter of 1755-56


u Montcalm arrives (over his objections) in spring 1756


u Lays siege to fort; surrenders after short defence


u First Nations warriors take plunder, kill 32 wounded prisoners


u Attack on Fort William Henry (1757)


u Most significant remaining British fort


u Massive and diverse First Nations army participates in attack


u Surrenders after siege 


u Consequences 


u Rupture with First Nations allies over prisoners of war


u Break between Montcalm and Vaudreuil over strategy


u American colonies panicking by late 1757








Turning of the Tide (1758)


u Problems for New France 


u Success of the war were not undermining the British war effort


u Growing food crisis [made worse by the harvest of 1757 and following winter)


u Diminishing support from First Nations allies 


u British naval power


u Solutions for Great Britain


u Leadership of Pitt the Elder (PM, 1757)


u Viewed Empire as the key to beating France


u Measures taken by Pitt in North America 


u 23,000 fresh and experienced British troops (along with significant naval 
resources)


u Better relations with American colonies


u Significant measures to encourage greater American cooperation and 
participation 








Fall of Louisbourg (1758)
u French reinforce land defences in 1750s


u Significant fortifications west of Louisbourg


u Lacked supplies and troops to withstand a lengthy siege 


u British suffer substantial casualties landing troops


u Successfully establish beachhead (Wolfe)


u Occupy entrance to harbour within four days 


u Louisbourg falls after seven weeks


u French able to delay full British invasion of Quebec


u British offer no terms of surrender


u Louisbourg looted


u First Nations killed wherever found


u These are a dastardly set of bloody rascals.  We cut them to pieces whenever we found 
them, in return for a thousand acts of cruelty and barbarity – Wolfe


u Second expulsion of the Acadians (Ile Royale, Ile Ste. Jean)


u French armies pull back from Great Lakes area 








Fall of Quebec (1759)


u France unable to offer further support to New France


u When the house is on fire, one doesn’t try to save the stables


u Montcalm concentrates defences north of the city (Beauport)


u British general (Wolfe) lands troops west of the city (scales walls)


u Montcalm leads French army out of Quebec to engage British Army


u Feared that the British would entrench themselves if given time


u Battle of the Plains of Abraham (1759)


u British victory; Quebec surrenders within five days


u Winter of 1759-60


u Fighting continues into 1760


u French win last battle (Sainte-Foy) but unable to take Quebec


u Final French defeat at Montreal (1760)
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