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Existing Indigenous Social, Political and Economic Systems 


 - Intersection of European and Indigenous systems  


- Social / cultural exchange? 


- Power relationship?  


Imperialism:  


-Overlap of Imperial Interests and Commerce? 


- Projection of national interest into empire?  


- Extent and level of European control? 


Agricultural Settlement: 


 


 


- Where does agricultural settlement factor in? 


Commercial Capitalism: 


 - Natural resource exploitation 


 - Strategies / systems of resource development 


 - Intersection of commerce and state power 








English Fur Trade in Western Canada  
• Search for the Northwest Passage  


 Frobisher (1570s) – reaches Baffin Island  


 Henry Hudson (1610-11) – reaches Hudson Bay and James Bay  


 English crown indifferent to economic potential of Hudson’s discovery 


• Radisson and Grosiliers  
 Exploration of the Great Lakes (late 1650s); learn of new trade frontier 


 Punished by French state for illegal trading  


 Take their discovery to England [1660s]  
 Larger context of English colonialism  


• Patronage of Prince Rupert 
 Persuaded by region’s economic potential (not just fur trade) 


 Organizes investors to launch exploratory trade mission (1668-69) 


• Formation of the Hudson’s Bay Company [1670] 
 Charter: HBC were “absolute lords and proprietors” of ‘Rupert’s Land’ 


 Trading and colonization privileges 


 Empowered to govern and make laws  


 Could not initiate war against another European king 


 Charter made no mention of aboriginal title / land rights 


• HBC was a fusion of state and commercial interest 
 Monopoly capitalism, variant of English colonialism  








Structure / Mandate of the Hudson’s Bay Company 
• Joint Stock Company [eighteen major investors] 


 Governed by “London Committee” 


 Labor 


 Shipping and ordering goods 


 Auction of furs in London 


 Setting prices (standard of trade) 


 Governor 


 Based at York Factory 


 In charge of overseeing operations in Rupert’s Land 


 Other posts led by Chief Factors 


• Strength:  
 size and capital (can survive downturns) 


• Weakness: 
 Centralized control from London 


• Mandate: 
 Fur trade 


 Northwest Passage 


 Mining 


 Colonization (or, the two most unfortunate goats in North America) 








Structure of the HBC Trade 
• Factories (Forts) 


 James Bay Forts [Fort Albany, Fort Charles, Moose Factory, 1673-79] 


 York Factory [1682] 


• Goal = attract trade to posts 
 Effort to save money (constant issue from the London Committee) 


 No skilled labor  


• HBC negotiated local treaties with First Nations chiefs for right to establish forts:  


in the several places where you are or shall settle, you must contrive to make compact 
with the captains or chiefs of the respective rivers and places, whereby it might be 
understood by them that you had purchased both the lands and rivers of them, and 
that they had transferred the absolute propriety to you, or at least the only freedom to 
trade. And that you should cause them to do some act which, by the religion or 
custom of their country should be thought most sacred and obliging to them for the 
confirmation of such agreements  – Instructions given to HBC Governor John Nixon 
(1682) 


 Different interpretation of treaties 


 Treaties (by custom) established a relationship, open to renewal 


• French response to HBC posts: 
 Assert French claim to Rupert’s Land (1671) 


 Construction opposition posts south of James Bay (1673-85) 


 Military campaigns (1686) 


 French efforts to dislodge HBC continue until early 1700s 








Hudson’s Bay Company: Labour 
• HBC Charter gave company significant power over labor 


 “make, ordain and constitute laws, constitutions, orders and ordinances as 
shall seem necessary for the good government of the Company”  


 Physical / financial punishments 


• The HBC and Paternalism: 
 The “Master and Servant” relationship 


 Early problems with workers (1670s) 


• Apprentices:  
 Boys (typically 14 years old, sometimes younger) for 7 year terms 


 Efforts to foster loyalty and connection to the HBC 


 Had few connections back to England 


 Often not as deferential as company wanted 


• Orcadians (Orkney Islands) 


 HBC starts recruiting in 1680s; increases sharply after 1700 


 Advantages to HBC: 


 Climate / environment 


 Maritime experience 


 Literacy 


 Wage expectations 


 


 


 








HBC and Labour: Orkney Islands 
• Company viewed Orcadians as compliant (peasant background) 


• I pray you to send me some country lads, that are not acquainted with stronge 
drink, that will woorke hard, and faire hard, and are not debauched with the 
voluptuousness of the city…send over yearely 5 lykly country lads of 17 or 18 years 
of age, and let their tyms be 7 years, so that before their tymes be out they will be 
lusty younge-men, and fit for your service both at sea, and land, and at small 
wages…if England can not furnish you with men, Scotland can, for that countrie 
is a hard country to live in, and poore-mens wages is cheap, they are hardy people 
both to endure hunger, and could, and are subject to obedience, and I am sure 
that they will serve for 6 pound pr. Yeare, and be better content, with their dyet 
than Englishmen. 


• Advantages to Orcadians: 


 Opportunity for adventure and ‘restlessness’ 


 “when a man and his wife cannot live in peace together, the parties and the parish are 
relieved from such disquiets by the husband’s retreat to the Hudson Bay settlements” 


 Continuation of traditional work patterns 


 Superior wage-earning potential of HBC work 


 Goals and objectives of Orcadians 


 Earn money to invest in land back home  


 








French-English Competition (1713-50s) 


• Turning point = Treaty of Utrecht (1713) – HBC occupation secured 


 Fundamental shift in French strategy 


• Postes du Nord (1730s-50s) 


 Established by sieur de La Vérendrye and sons  


 Establishes military alliances 


 Established across northwestern Ontario, southern Manitoba 


 Aimed at cutting flow of fur up to HBC posts 


 Strategic position of posts (transportation, gathering places) 


 Not occupied year round (seasonal) 


• Additional motive: transcontinental water route 


 French crown continues to search for Northwest Passage 


• HBC response: limited and ineffective 


 Opening of Fort Prince of Wales (1717) 


 Effort to exploit northern fur trade and supposed mineral wealth 


 Failed northern expeditions (1719, 1722) 


 Caution of the London Committee 


 Henley House (1743) 


 








The HBC (Finally) Goes West 
• The HBC Charter under attack (1740s-50s) 


 Economic (competing investors) 


 Philosophical (pressure for free trade) 


 Imperial (HBC ‘asleep on a frozen sea’) 


• Arthur Dobbs 
 Parliamentarian and amateur scientist  


 Leading advocate of ending HBC monopoly 


 Main argument = failure to live up to terms of the charter 


• Parliamentary Inquiry (1749) affirms HBC charter 


• Anthony Henday (1754-55) 


 Skilled worker from York Factory 


 Travels deep into the Prairie West with Cree escort 


 First direct HBC contact with the Blackfoot 


• New insights into the fur trade system 
 French were getting highest quality fur  


 Geography and skill 


 First understanding of ‘middlemen’ role 


• Conclusion: 
 HBC would have to move deeper inland to fully profit from fur trade 


 








First Nations and the Fur Trade 
• Woodland Cree extremely experienced with trade by 1670s 


 Experience with Hudson and French Fur Trade   


 Efforts to urge Europeans to go further west 


• Use competition between European rivals to their advantage  
 You know what the fur is worth, and the pains we take to get it. You style yourselves our 


brethren, and yet you will not give us what those who are not our brethren will give. Accept 
our presents, or we will come see you no more, we will go unto others. – Threat from Cree 
chief to French trader [1683] 


 Exploit competition to secure highest possible price 


• Force Europeans to conform to First Nations conventions of trade 
 Gift giving  


 Increased cost of doing business  


 Ceremonial components 
 Trade embedded within larger alliance (different perceptions of trade) 


 Reciprocity  
 Expectation of sharing during periods of want (as per traditional strategies) 


• Hudson’s Bay Company policy on marriage 
 Employees banned from bringing wives from Britain (1684) 


 Aboriginal women banned from posts (1682) 
 Financial and ‘moral’ considerations 


 Concerns about potential fallout from mistreatment 


 Concerns about men developing new loyalties 


 Officers given right to marry (secure alliances) 


 








First Nations and the Fur Trade 
• Roles played by the Cree and Assiniboine in the fur trade 


 Middlemen (trading in the interior) – able to monopolize trade 


 Military strength 


 Geography 


 Cargo capacity 


 Provisions  


 Provisioners (“home guards”) 


• Early fur trade (1670-1750s): 
 “fur trade in native space” 


 Forts represented tenuous focal points of European control 


 “mutual dependency” 


 relations were peaceful if not actually friendly – France/Morenz (1983), 25. 


 “non-directed culture change” 


 Impact of European goods / culture was not overwhelming at this early stage 


• Market Principles and the Trade – Historiography 
 Ray (1974) – emphasis on First Nations as active consumers 


 Recognition that market principles did not fully operate (rising prices) 


 White (1991) – emphasis on trade as a cultural phenomenon 


 


 


 
 








Impact on First Nations Societies 
• Disease [esp. smallpox] 


 HBC introduced new vectors of diffusion (York Factory, 1720) 


 Limited spread until the late 18th century [horses] 


• Horses 


 Introduced to New Mexico (ca. 1600) 


 Gradually diffuse up through the Great Plains  


 Reach present-day Canada by 1730s-40s 


 Major military advantage to tribes able to breed horses  


 Extremely difficult to monopolize access to horses  


• Firearms 


 HBC trades liberally in firearms; diffuse west in early 1700s 


 Firearms help Cree / Assiniboine monopolize fur trade access 


• Situation by mid-18th Century 


 Access to horses and firearms has dramatically strengthened certain 
groups [Cree, Assiniboine, Blackfoot] 


 


 








Recap (Newfoundland to 1660s) 
• Europeans drawn to cod fisheries (1500s) 


 Early 1500s: Dominated by Spanish, Portuguese  


 Late 1500s: English start to take control 


• Technologies of cod fishery lead to early English settlement 


 English presence in the ‘Dry’ fisheries 


 Significant barriers (Beothuk hostility, piracy, environment) 


 First successful settlement = Ferryland 


 Approximately 500 English by 1650 (Avalon) 


• Most important French settlement: Plaisance 


 Small dry fishery by 1620s 


 Military outpost and base for French ships by 1660s 


 Permanent population = ca. 150 by 1680s 


 Armed fortress; base from which to attack English 


 


 








Settled vs. Migratory Fishery 
• Migratory fishery: 


 Essential for English naval security 


 Prosperity of merchants in western England 


• Settled fishery: 
 More self-sufficient and cheaper 


 Occupation necessary to keep France out 


• English government’s position fluctuates 
 Instability in England (Revolution, Civil War) results in inconsistent policy 


 Pre-1670s: Settlement tolerated but not encouraged  


• Ban on Coastal Settlement (1671) 
 West Country Merchants gain influence in government 


 Enact ban on any year-round settlement within ten kilometers of the shoreline 


 Colonists evicted by enthusiastic ship crews 


• Act of William III (1699) 
 Compromise between migratory and settled fisheries reached 


 


 








Irish Settlement in Newfoundland 
• English conquest of Ireland (12th Century) 


 Extremely turbulent during the Reformation (16th Century) 


 Massive uprising against England (1640s-50s) 


• Changes in the Irish economy (1660s) 


 No longer able to export beef to England 


 Irish farmers / merchants search for new markets 


• Ireland becomes main supplier of food to cod fisheries 


 Huge influx of Irish laborers (travel on provisioning ships) 


 Overwhelmingly from southeast Ireland (Wexford / Waterford) 


• Heightens English anxiety over settlement 


 Concerns about Irish disloyalty during wars with French 


 Southeast Ireland a traditional centre of anti-English activity 


 








Mi’kmaq / Maliseet Homeland 
• Earliest occupants of present-day Nova Scotia, NB, PEI 


• Part of the Wabenaki Confederacy (with New England tribes)  


• Population at time of contact = approximately 12,000 
 Disease almost certainly hits region prior to French colonization 


 Estimates from Jesuits place population in 1615 at about 3,500 


• Early relations with Europeans 
 Trade and conflict with cod fishermen  


 I was troubled by the Natives who encamped there and who impudently 
went on board the ship and took what they listed – 1565 report  


• Social and economic structure 
 Economy followed the pattern of nomadic / sub-arctic  


 Basic social unit = extended family [larger group than nomadic groups] 


 Settled in one location in summer villages 


• Political structure 
 Villages (with Chief); districts (with District Chief) 


 District Chiefs would meet for Grand Council (Grand Chief - sagmaw) 








Early French Settlement of Acadia 
 Acadia part of the same settlement frontier as Quebec  


 Fur Trade monopoly (de Monts, 1603) 


 Key official = Poutrincourt 


 Earliest successful settlement = Port Royal (1605) 


 Chosen after failed winter settlement at Ste. Croix 


 Site of a major summer village – trade and resources  


 Sakmaw = Maupeltuk (Membertou)  


 Grants French the right to settle and mine in his territory 


 Rhetorical strategies :  


 Sakmaws must be honorable and generous to each other 


 Poutrincourt = great friend, brother, companion and equal 


 Early trade in metal goods (kettles, hatchets, knives) 
 Mi’kmaq clearly familiar with European trade goods by 1605 


 Early relations = positive (not universally welcomed) 
 Significant intermarriage and cultural fusion 


 L’Ordre de Bon-Temps [established in 1606] 


 








Crisis and Collapse [1607 – 1615]  
 Port Royal abandoned (1607) 


 De Monts loses fur trade monopoly – pulls out investment in Acadia 


 Resettled by Poutrincourt (1610) 
 20 colonists arrive to occupy Port Royal  


 Promotes missionary work 
◦ Mass conversions (including Maupeltuk) 


◦ Jesuits arrive in 1611 
◦ Conflict between Jesuits and colonists 


◦ A den of thieves, a nest of brigands, a haven for parasites, a refuge 
for rogues, a hotbed of scandal and all sorts of wickedness 


◦ Jesuit frustration with First Nations cultural retention 


 Conflict with English colonies: 


◦ Strategic and religious convictions  


◦ Samuel Argall destroys Port Royal (1613) 


 








Acadia After 1613   
• French claim to Acadia  


 Small Jesuit mission (near St. John River) 


 Fur Trade (carried out by remaining colonists) 


 Fur traders lived entirely within First Nations social / cultural system 


• Charles La Tour 


 Early immigrant to Acadia [13 years old]  


 Integrates into Mi’kmaq society (1620s) 


 Claims legitimate authority as French governor 


 Describes Mi’kmaq as “les gens du pays” 


• English claim to Acadia (‘Nova Scotia’) 
 Sir William Alexander [1621} 


 Modest colonization efforts [1629] 


• Acadia part of the larger reorganization of French Empire in late 1620s 


 Company of One Hundred Associates (1627) 


 Supply efforts to Acadia also captured by English (Kirke Brothers) 








Growth and Chaos [1632-54] 
• French crown dedicates attention and resources to Acadia  


 New governor appointed (1632) 


 Significant immigration of indentured servants and families 


• Integration of existing colonial population 


 Fur traders, wives, and metis children 


 Essential to continuation of strong relations with Mi’kmaq  


 Intermarriage remained extremely common [gender imbalance] 


• Result = significant population growth (about 400 Acadians by 1650) 


• Civil War  


 Charles La Tour challenged legitimacy of appointed governors 


 French state does not provide adequate clarity  


 Main conflict = La Tour vs. Charles d”Aulnay  


 Open warfare between factions (1642) 


• La Tour outlasts rivals by 1653 


 Secures pardon for all activities  








Transition [1654-70] 


• Lengthy periods of indifference alternated with sporadic bursts of interest 


• Invasion fleet from Boston conquers Acadia (1654) 


 Acadia drawn firmly into the economic orbit of New England 


• Complete isolation from France 


 Economic links extremely limited 


 No new immigration from France  


 No ordained Catholic priests in the colony  


 Seigneurial system falls apart  


 Self-government takes root 


 English and Aboriginal influences  


• Accommodation with the English 


 Oath of Neutrality [promise not to take up arms vs. English] 


• Overriding theme:  


 Acadians develop an extremely strong sense of independence 


 








Return of French Rule (1670s – 80s) 
• French government makes effort to re-establish authority [1671] 


 New governor deployed with hundreds of troops 


 Strong effort to re-establish direct French control (Royal Government) 


 Existing institutions of self-government were disregarded 


 State tries to impose same measures already in place in New France [fails] 


 Eleven governors between 1670 and 1710 (no continuity) 


• Resistance to the 1671 Census 


 “rebellious and independent” 


 ‘En tête comme un Acadien’ 


• Outmigration from Port Royal area continues 


 Beaubassin and Minas Basin 


 Effort by Acadians to secure independence of action (avoid state authority) 


 “The English of Boston regard themselves as lords of all these coasts...they do all their 
commerce here, and are better liked by the inhabitants than the French themselves.” [1680] 


• Result: Acadians develop strongly independent culture by late 17th Century  


 


 












	Applied Sciences
	Architecture and Design
	Biology
	Business & Finance
	Chemistry
	Computer Science
	Geography
	Geology
	Education
	Engineering
	English
	Environmental science
	Spanish
	Government
	History
	Human Resource Management
	Information Systems
	Law
	Literature
	Mathematics
	Nursing
	Physics
	Political Science
	Psychology
	Reading
	Science
	Social Science
	Liberty University
	New Hampshire University
	Strayer University
	University Of Phoenix
	Walden University


	Home
	Homework Answers
	Archive
	Tags
	Reviews
	Contact
		[image: twitter][image: twitter] 
     
         
    
     
         
             
        
         
    





	[image: facebook][image: facebook] 
     









Copyright © 2024 SweetStudy.com (Step To Horizon LTD)




    
    
