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Generating Ideas: Reading for Structure

and Content

Once you have been assigned an article to summarize, Yo first tésk is to J
it carefully a number of times to get an accurate undersianaging of it. @ ‘
that summarizing involves the essential act of reading with the grain as you i
ure out exactly what the article is saying. In writing a summary, you must focu
on both a text’s structure and its content. In the following steps, we recommf .

a process that will help you condense a text’s ideas into an accurate summary. A5

you become a more experienced reader and writer, you’ll follow these steps
out thinking about them.

Step 1: The first time through, read the

meaning. If you get confused, keep going; |
earlier parts. '

text fairly quickly for & ‘
ater parts of the text might clai

ment specifies the paragraph’
view,” “introduces another ¢
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__rite complete does and says statements on a separate sheet of p
_ in the margins until you develop the internal habit of appreciating both the
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_+ion and content of parts of an essay. Here are does and says statem
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lected paragraphs of Michael Pollan’s article on climate change activism.

paragraph 1: Does: Introduces the need for environmental action as a current
problem that readers know and care about and sets up the argument. Says:
We as individuals often wonder if our small, minor actions are worth doing

in light of the magnitude of the climate change problem.

paragraph 2: Does: Explores another reason why individuals may doubt
whether individual actions could make a difference. Says: People willing to
change their lifestyles to combat climate change may be discouraged by the
increase in a carbon-emissions lifestyle in other parts of the world such as

China.

Paragraph 8: Does: Expresses an alternative view, partially concedes to it, and
asserts a counterview. Says: Although big money and legislation will be im-
portant in reversing climate change, the problem at its heart is a “crisis of life-
style—of character” (116}, =+;d therefore will require the effort of individuals.

Paragraph 18: Does: Presciiis and develops one of Pollan’s main reasons that
concerned individuals shicuid take personal action to fight climate change.
Says: Setting an exampie thirough our own good environmental choices
could exert moral influence here and abroad, on individuals and big business.

::-|
1‘.

ﬂ' Writing a says statement for a paragraph is sometimes difficult. Y01.1 might ;
l have trouble, for example, deciding what the main idea of.a paragraph is, espe-
cially if the paragraph doesn’t begin with a closed-form topic senteqce. One way
to respond to this problem is to formulate the question that you thlpk the para-
| graph answers. If you think of chunks of the text a}s answers to a.loglcal progres-
| sion of questions, you can often follow the main ideas more easily. Rat'h.er than
| writing says statements in the margins, therefore, some readers prefe.r w.ntmg says
questions. Says questions for the Pollan text may include the following:

* What are some of the biggest obstacles that discourage people from undertak-
. | . . 9,

: ing individual actions to fight climate change: e i

~ * Despite our excuses not to act, why is individual action still necessary?
ey o ' S . 7

~ * How is the problem of climate a “crisis of lifestyle ?

ﬁ -”a"t‘ are we should “bother”?
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. conclusions to sum UP
nd transitionl

use t 1eir conc
e forecasting Je article 18 divided into S€

m
and main points. The ar

roblem to be addresseq
ction to help slow ¢

g

h establish the p

e [ntroductory paragraphs, i ple don't take a

3 describe the reasons that peo

change (paragraphs 1-5) ; o question and a i
e Two fh(g)t transitional paragraphs (a one-senten q :

answer) stating the author’s . tention to call for mdleviflltlo A
the obstacles. These tWO paragraphs preparc the mov d part

the article (paragrapbs 6 and 7).  ction beyond the individual (&

e A paragraph conceding to t e
and money) followed by a counter
“crisis of lifestyle” (paragraph 8) ST . s

e Eight paragraphs developing Pollan’s “crisis pt 11f§f5€f«/‘ie | claim, dra
Wendell Berry and explaining the concepts of speciatization and the “chea
energy mind” that have led us Into both the climate change problem andeol
feelings of inadequacy to tackle it (paragraphs ¥-1¢)

e A transitional paragraph conceding that reasons -c:inst individual actior
are “many and compelling,” but proposing better v 2vs tO answer the “wh
bother” question (paragraph 17) "

e Two paragraphs developing Pollan’s reasons for individial action—how ind
viduals will influence each other and broader communities and lead to “vif
social change” (paragraphs 18-19) J

* Iwo paragraphs elaborating on the possibility of viral social change }“

S choice for the best solution for people

ma oy ;
ment: grow gardens (paragraphs 22> 6)ke d signiticant environmental St
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 €Xamine the parts to see what each contributes
the W help your readers visualize the images, comprehen
~ the parts, and understand the main points of the text’s message.
| Plan to create several drafts of all summaries to refine your presentation an
wording of ideas. Group work may be helpful in these steps. ation a
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Finding Key Points in an Article

: ———————A—————————— o

If the whole class or a groun of students is summarizing the same article, brain- Ny
storm together and ther: reach consensus on the main ideas that you think 15CUS
a summary of that articie sih:ould include to be accurate and complete. Then
reread your own summaiy anc check off each idea. | |
When you revise your suiniinary, consult the criteria on page 90 in this

chapter as well as the Questicns for Peer Review that follow. ‘ T
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Questions for Peer Review

i i ‘ ine
In addition to the generic peer review questions expla
peer reviewers to address these questions:

1. In what way do the opening Sentences pfril\;le
tion and then express the overall thesis O o

L ormore d]e ar}cy :Lae;[ Ex:/fzir.itelr’s representation and cozeraﬁetoif;;i tﬁ:@: e
! u:f 2ccurac}’ balance, and proportion: What e Ty ool
. been omitted or overemphasiZa®e g 1 eutrally? If judgments
3. Has the writer treated the article fairly a i

o LT . ise? . "y .
~_in, where could the writer I€V  tive tags more effe

d in Skill 16.4, ask your

de needed contextual informa-f
text? What information could

il % ri
4. How could the summary U Al ;

" Cus on the original
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...IH...,.,_W...» Against the grain begins the process of devising a strong (critical) responsetoa 1 Sl .

_. .. @OOQ way 1o get started on YOU response is tu look for hot spots in the R R .‘ 3 . _. _
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e O) Wil .m._wa:qmmmm statements or images that trigger a reaction in you. When you J
3 ot sp P dy attention to the words used to name and describe, the sensory |
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