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1272 | CHAPTER 33 WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

— Writing from Reading

Summarize |

The play opens, in effect, with a sum- ‘

mary of action previous to the action
we witness; it closes with another kind of
summary, and one in which Othello dem- ‘
onstrates self-awareness (a quality largely
absent in him earlier). At the end of the
play (and this is quite similar to Hamlet’s
request of Horatio), Othello asks that
those who survive him tell his story truly:

“No more of that. | pray you, in your
letters,

When you shall these unlucky deeds
relate,

Speak of me as | am; nothing extenuate,

Nor set down aught in malice. Then must |
you speak

Of one that loved not wisely but too
well...”

How would you tell his story?

2 If Desdemona were to write letters
home to her:

how would she

terror and pity (catharsis)? How do you in-

terpret the line in which he says of himself |

that he “loved not wisely but too well”?

lago has been described as a crea-
ture of “motiveless malignity.” What
motives does he offer for his behavior?
What sense do they make? And when he
says, at the close of Act 5,“From this time
forth | never will speak word,” what does
his silence suggest?

[ The timeline of the play does not in
fact provide an opportunity for Des-
demona to betray her husband. Shake-
speare must have known this. Why does
he compress the action so as to make
infidelity improbable if not impossible?

Analyze Voice

Can you distinguish a difference in

tone between this play and Hamlet?
Describe. Pick a soliloquy by Hamlet and
one by Othello and compare them.

L

“She loved me for the dangers | had
passed,
And [ loved her that she did pity them.”

Othello says about his courtship
of Desdemona:

does this suggest about Othello’s
er? In what ways s this representa-
accurate or inaccurate?

Synthesize Summapy
and Analysis '

() Thetale starts outin Seeming b

) and ends in tota misery. s thay ;'S
definition of the tragic moge? And if 55
we have seen, Shakespeare Mixes |o\’/v
comedy together with high seriousnegs
what if any comic elements do you ﬁndym

the play?

Q How closely related is character to
—/ plot? How can so great a general
be so easily deluded and so completely
fooled? Is Othello sane? Give examplesto
support your answer.

4 () Towhatdegreeis thisa play
| about empire and armed conflict:
how do the domestic wars mirror those

between the characters onstage?

Interpret the Play

Is this primarily a play about

jealousy—Othello’s for Cassio,
lago’s for Othello? Is lago jealous of Othello
in ways that mirror or distort the ways the
husband grows jealous of his wife?

) Othelloisa well-positioned gut-.
k. &4 castin society. In what ways s this
a play about race relations or class conflc
or about power and control?

4 <) Isthis a play about the psychol-
1 ) ogy of insecurity and delusiop or,
rather, about good and evil in the reli-

gious sense?





