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Topics for Thought and Discussion

1. Look at the form of this essay. Note the short
use of quotations.What would you call this kin
appropriate for this essay? How does the form
purpose? 1.0

2. This essay pokes fun at pseudoscience and o v B p
to believing pseudoscientific claims. Read th:;:;ntﬁzlgzgwaw:ienn |t§°mes
or make a list of all of the terms and techniques that The O);)iogn us:nt O
phasize the unreliability of this science. What do the writers do to c:ll :t: i
tion to the lack of scientific credibility? i
3. Scientific literacy is our ability to understand scientific language and to dif-
ferentiate between real science and “pseudoscience.” Look at the list of tech-
niques you came up with in question #2, and use those terms and techniques
to consider how this essay comments on our general scientific literacy. How
does it use our scientific literacy as a source of comedy while criticizing our
lack of scientific literacy at the same time?
4. Why might products like MagnaSoles use pseudoscientific jargon to sell their
products? What does this tell us about the authority, and the role, of science

in our culture?
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Suggestions for Writing

1. Using this article as evidence, write an essay in which you define the terms
science and pseudoscience, emphasizing the differences bet\{veer.\ the two. A

2. Inthe above article, the absurdity of the pseudoscientific claims is funny an
borders on the ridiculous. But is there a sense in which pseudoscience (and

you'll need to clearly define the term) can be dangerous? Write ar; ez.:)g :
which you argue for either the harmfulness, or the ha'rm;essness. of p
n).

science (particularly in the form presented by The Onio



