what kinds of local work and workers a journalist like Davidson would most
like to learn about: where might he find an individual who symbolizes the
economic opportunities or challenges of your area? If possible, arrange ap
interview with such a representative worker and then report to the class or
write up a short journalistic profile.

12. Listen to the radio version of this story, where you can hear Adam Davidsop
talking to Maddie Parlier and Larry Sills, the third-generation CEO of fam-
ily-owned Standard Motor Products. (The story, “The Transformation of
American FactoryJobs, in One Company” isarchived at National Public Radig:
www.npr.org/blogs/money/2012/01/13/14503913 1/the-transformation
-of-american-factory-jobs-in-one-company). The radio segment contains ma.
terial you have not read above, so you may want to take notes. Discuss how
and why hearing the story differs from reading it.

FROM AMERICA’S NEW WORKING CLASS
KATHLEEN R. ARNOLD

Most Americans would probably agree that the purpose of federal welfare
programs is to provide economic assistance such as food stamps to people
who need it, who can’t quite make ends meet. Such a view regards welfare as
an essentially humanitarian endeavor. In the reading below, political theo-
rist Kathleen R. Arnold proposes a rather more sinister alternative — that
the real purpose of welfare programs is to maintain a supply of cheap labor
while disciplining and closely monitoring welfare recipients. Arnold teaches
political science at the University of Texas, San Antonio. She is the editor of
Anti-Immigration in the United States: A Historical Encyclopedia (2011) and
author of America’s New Working Class: Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in a
Biopolitical Age (2007), from which this selection is excerpted.

[WELFARE AND "WORKFARE"]! should be viewed in the same terms as
parole—the recipient is not merely a client, an individual whose trans-
action with a bureaucracy has a beginning and end. Rather, like pa-
role, welfare entails strict adherence to rules (including the monitoring
of one's sexual activities and limits to the number of children one can
have), close scrutiny of what are normally considered private details,
and harsh penalties for noncompliance. For parolees, the threat is a
return to prison; for noncompliant welfare or workfare recipients, the
threats involve one's very existence: homelessness, malnourishment,

'welfare, workfare: Welfare programs provide economic support to persons in need;
workfare nranrame remmira aid raciniante o vrarls €a vamndiven manial aonioio —

" . deeper descent into poverty.? As Sheldon Wolin states: “The state
e orefore, allowed to deal arbitrarily with all welfare nmﬂuumﬂm_ not
..< ﬁanwEm Emwu but by redefining the conditions and categories of
,.“Emn%wwﬂwﬁﬂ%m word “reform” is disingenuous when applied to the
. olfare nrm_bmmm of 1996; instead of improving the m#ﬂm,_..woh.w of Em poor,
e rm “is punishment of individuals or restriction of their rights in order
: m_...mm.o rove their characters or behaviors, as in ‘reform school.’ This type
- Emmhmp.m reform has a long tradition” in both the United States and
! adbﬁmﬂ Kingdom.* As many authors have demonstrated, mpm. notion
...M,Mﬁ poverty or joblessness is a result of @m.qmom& failings is vmn»nﬁmh_m
2 American, even as some European countries _qum mwmmma the values m
F .Em Protestant work ethic to a lesser extent. Hwy.m mNﬁHmEm. why our uomw
: ..&mm are far more punitive and individually oriented Mwms in other liber
capitalist countries (although England comes close). . "

~ As Sheila D, Collins and Gertrude Schaffner Goldberg discuss, the
" history of welfare or poor relief in the United m‘ﬂmﬁm _.um.m had the ﬁ.om
" lowing undemocratic characteristics:® outdoor relief is wﬂﬁma or denie

: (this is still true—many cifies ban individual food moﬁmﬁwﬂm and regu-
late outdoor bread lines);” work is provided under coercive conditions
(workfare today is not voluntary, wages are below BEEEH wage,
benefits are not provided, and workfare wages can be mmﬂpmbmm to
pay back welfare); there is an assumption Em.ﬁ paupers are irrespon-
sible and individually flawed (this assumption is still evident in the as-
cetic prescriptions of TANF? and nearly all other S..wmmnm Eomﬂnﬁ.r_ E.m
notion that the provision of aid is a causal factor in the demand &.cn it
(this is evident today in talks about welfare dependency and nﬁmmﬂb@w“
authorities have required relatives who are often also poor to aid their
poor relations (this is still true, particularly with entrance to a uoﬂmﬁmm
shelter—the individual must prove that he or she has mu&mﬁﬂm@ Em list
of relatives with whom to stay before entering the shelter);? aid is not
viewed as an entitlement in the United States (and never has been, and
furthermore, this is truer today than it was in the early part of the twen-
tieth century); welfare relief varies from state to mr&m (and m?,\w%m has);
despite Supreme Court rulings that strike down residency requirements

o LA, tart o Contrgl [Notos e ATmale's e Shervizs tndicated]
wa_mﬁmow.mw mﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁ%%”mﬂoﬂwﬁ@ Egﬁnnhan s New Poor Law (New
York: Apex Press, Council on Eﬁﬂmmon& and Public Affairs, 2001}, 6.

M%ﬂmﬁhw %Mﬂmﬁaﬁﬁ%ﬂ. New voow,h.ﬁt_ 9, The n:mamﬂ_.wummnm listed in this
.uqwﬂﬂa%%:»“ﬂ»ﬂ%@ﬁ%bwﬂ%ﬂﬂ%%v%ﬂﬂ.wWﬁm%%mﬂ%ﬂﬂmﬂﬁo%“%%mnﬁﬁﬂm?&mﬁ. In many
cﬁﬁmﬂmﬂﬂw MMW%MMWMJMMWMMMMM womemewﬂw‘mmﬂﬁmﬂﬂm formal name for the U.S. welfare

m. [Eds. ) )
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illegal immigrants in the meatpacking industry often work in factor
that are freezing, isolated, and subject to deregulated (read “unsas
working conditions. Often they are tracked by BCIS and citizens’ Watch
groups and are deported or allowed to stay according to arbitrary Crite.
ria. Additionally, conditions in the Border Industrial Program, a trang.

national factory area established through a parinership between the

United States and Mexico, are both “free” —that is, amHmQEmﬁoalmba

dangerous and exploitative for workers. Just as international compg_

nies in this program (maquilas) have enjoyed relaxed environmentg)

and labor standards, female maquiladora workers have been subject to

brutal conditions. Hundreds of these women have been rape-murdereg
or kidnapped. The murder investigations of these "women of Juare;,»

have been sluggish, but their border crossing is certainly policed. The
lack of heat in these factories, the speeding up of conveyor belts so that
injuries are commonplace, and the vulnerability of these workers tq
both the market and the police form the parameters of these workerg'

daily existence.?! In all of these cases, workers are exploited and seem-
ingly abandoned by the state; yet at the same time they are subject tg
much greater surveillance and control.

ENGAGING THE TEXT

es

1. Arnold writes in a formal style well suited to an intellectually sophisticated
audience. Try writing a 100- to 200-word summary of her argument that
would be accessible to high school readers.

2. Does Arnold persuade you that welfare and workfare are unreasonably in-
vasive, punitive programs? What specific details does she cite to support
her point of view? What level of supervision, if any, do you think would be
appropriate for recipients of federal aid?

3. Arnold and the writers she quotes point to ways in which welfare and work-
fare resemble parole, lynching, reform schools, and slave labor. Discuss the
rhetorical effect of such references, considering both their emotional impact
and their logical validity.

4. Arnold’s point of view is obviously not conservative. How would you char-
acterize it —liberal, progressive, reformist, radical, revolutionary, or some-
thing else? Explain.

EXPLORING CONNECTIONS

5. Review Diana Kendall’s “Framing Class, Vicarious Living, and Conspicuous
Consumption” (p. 314). How would you expect media to “frame” welfare

21See Human Rights Watch, “Human Rights Watch Welcomes U.S. Government Zwmﬁ
and Poultry Study,” http://hrw.org/English/docs/2005/02/03/usdomio117_txthtm; “Abusive
Child Labor Found in U.S. Agriculture,” http//hrw.org/English/docs/2000/06/20/usdom580
_txt.thm; NCRLC, "U.S. Agricultural Workers," http: //www.ncrlc.com/Agricultural Workers

e") L

..q.mnmv_m:ﬁmw Canyou think of any specific examples of media representations
3 ..&s\m:ma recipients, or are these people invisible in the media?

gead “The New Jim Crow” by Michelle Alexander (p. 738). Explain why you
‘think Arnold would agree or disagree with Alexander's claim that America’s
mass incarceration of black and brown men constitutes a “new Jim Crow” —
thatis, a system of legalized racial discrimination. How well does Alexander’s
term “invisible punishment” (p. 742) apply to parole, welfare, and workfare
as described by Arnold?

Read Katherine Mangu-Ward’s “The War on Negative Liberty” (p. 659) and
_ chris Norwood’s “The Rise of Mass Dependency” (at bedfordstmartins.com
\Eam%_._m\mvmmmmv and compare their assessments of government inter-
vention with that offered by Arnold. What do you think these authors would
do to address issues involving poverty and public health?

types and amount of aid, the number of recipients, and demographic data
such as age, gender, and race/ethnicity of recipients.

| THE NEW AMERICAN DIVIDE
CHARLES MURRAY

America is a divided nation. We tend to see the gaps between us as funda-
mentally political or economic—Republicans versus Democrats, or Wall Street
versus Main Street. Charles Murray, in contrast, sees the most essential dif-
ferences as cultural; the new American divide is, at heart, the dissolution of
a “common civic culture.” His essay calls on Americans to rebuild a shared
set of values that include marriage, hard work, and religious faith. Charles
Murray (b. 1943), currently the W. H. Brady Scholar at the American Enterprise
Institute, a conservative think tank, has authored several books on American
culture, politics, and social structures. He is best known for his controversial
1994 bestseller The Bell Curve: Intelligence and Class Structure in American
Life (coauthored with Richard ). Herrnstein), which explored connections
between social class and 1Q, “The New American Divide” echoes themes
of his latest book, ﬁoi?ﬁ Apart: The State of White America, 1960-2010,
published in 2012.

AMERICA IS COMING APART. For most of our nation's history, what-
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