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ENGLISH 106 
Dr. Kurt Voss-Hoynes 
 


EXAMPLES 
 


Introduction 
 


When in Malone Dies Malone explains, “While waiting I shall tell myself stories, if I can” the 
idea of passing time and waiting are highlighted in Beckett’s work ( Malone Dies 174).  In order to pass 
the time, Malone informs his readers that he will tell four stories of which he only tells one, a fact 
which indicates his desire to repeat the process of passing time as many times has he deems 
necessary.  Such repetition is a representation of ritual in Beckett’s work.  Consider the constant 
hugging and reflections on waiting in Waiting for Godot, the process of recording a tape in Krapp’s Last 
Tape, the repetition of “more” and the rocking to the memory in Rockaby, and the act of being tied to 
the rocking chair in Murphy.  Beckett’s characters use ritual as a means of escape from what they 
deem the harsh reality of human existence.  Furthermore, each ritual serves to subvert the spatial -
temporal norm established by their situation, which in turn grants the individual or pair a form of 
power that enables him or her to briefly escape.  However, because of the ultimate failure of these 
rituals, Beckett’s works suggest that rituals will do nothing but allow the individuals to avoid the  
problems that trouble their lives.  Thus, ritual does not serve to offer any form of truly essential 
support or aid; instead, the repetition serves to illustrate that ritualistic gestures reinforce the pain 
and struggle of existence.  


 
Conclusion 


 
Both the subject and space have the capacity to be ordered by boundaries; the difference between 
them seems to be sustained by a fragile boundary. As a result of their common physics and the 
subtlety of their difference, the two can become intermixed, the differe nce between them confused. 
My argument has been not only that critics deploy the language of space to concretize their 
discussions of subjectivity but also that space infiltrates their depictions of subjectivity to ends that 
are not always intended or even recognized. The trope of space must be consciously analyzed in 
order to evaluate its influence. Contemporary theory seeks to break down the inadvertently rigid 
boundaries built up by the Enlightenment individual, the autonomous ego, and ontological 
categories of race and gender, and considers these hermetic structures the foundation for exclusion 
and oppression. We cannot afford to naturalize the boundary, though we must analyze boundaries 
that have been naturalized in order to break down their rigidity. We cannot afford to reify the 
distinction between "inside" and "out-side," though in formulating a politics, we cannot abandon 
either space but must continually traverse the difference. We must neither collapse the distinctions 
between all of the forms of space that shape our being nor entirely disengage them; rather, we need 
to work toward describing occasions on which they converge and reasons for why they diverge. 
Space might form the basis for advancing a responsive and responsible model of the subject, one 
that abandons neither political realities nor personal histories, nor arrests possibilities for change.  
 Kirby, Kathleen. “Thinking through the Boundary: The Politics of Location, Subjects, and  
  Space.” boundary 2 vol. 20, no. 2, 1993, pp. 173–89. 
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