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63 Captain John Smith Describes Virginia Indian Sociery*

—
traveled with Percy an the first voyage to

b S = :
Jirga Alibaiigh aften out of favor with bis fellmy
ot e ecamne ome of the most fenportant traders,
plomat, and administyators during the first vears a1
Jamestoh Caprwred by Posbatan Indians, and later
ey tvelied im trade with them, Smith gained a
borvugh, if soill imperfect, wnderstanding of ther
ety The following passage 5 draumn from Seith's

pitled A Map of Virginia, written in 1608

and published i P62,
(F THE NATURALL INHABITANTS

OF VIRGINIA

The land is not populous, for the men be fewe;
their far greater number is of women and chil-
dren. Within 60 miles of James Towne there are
sbiout same 5000 people, but of able men fit for
their warres scarse [ 500, To nourish so many to-
pether they have yet no means, because they make
s smal 4 benefit of their land, be it never so fer-
tll 6 or 700 have beene the most [that] hath
beene seene together, when they gathered them-
whes 1 have surprised Capraine Smyth at Pa-
Manke, having but 15 1o withstand the worst of
their furic. As small as the proportion of ground
that hath yer beene discovered, is in comparison of
that yet unknowne, The peaple differ very much

——
h“""ﬁ"fﬂt& Virginia, %81 1§,

in Stature, ﬁln'-.u”}' i langruaee g bl

pressed. Some being very great as the S
hamocks, others very little as the lghooon
but generally tall and straight. of 3 comely aro

portion, and of a colour browne, when they are of

any age, but they are borne white. Ther hare

generally black; but few have any beards. |he

men weire halfe their heads shaven, the other
halfe Jong. For Barbers they wse ther women,

who with 2 shels will grate away the haire, of any

fashion they please. The women are oot in mz=my

fashions agreeable to therr yeares, bt ever wme
part remaincth long. They are very strong, of an
able body and full of agilitie, abic 1o endure w lic
in the woods under a tree by the fire, in the worst
of winter, or in the weedes and grasse i Aunous

cado in the Sommer. They are inconstart in
evenie thing, but what feare coantramneth thon to
h.'-!l'l‘. (ra rl'llt.!', DT, I"l-l!'tl.' | lpll'lh.‘l‘lt' W
and very ingenuous, Some are of disposiion
fearefull, some bold, most cautelous, all Savaye
Genenally covetous of copper, beads, and such
like trash. They are soone moved to anger, snd so
malitious, that they seldome Forget an mpury: they
seldome steale one from another, lewst thew con
jurors should reveale ir, and so they be pursucd
and rmnhhmi. That they are thus feared n cer
taine, but that any can reveale ther offences by
conjuration | am doubatull. 'I"Iu..': wonEl are
carefull pot 1o bee m‘iﬂl ool alishwnesty """':'I
out the leave of ther hushands. Each housho
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kmiweth their nand laenls andd gardens. el st and, wor b -'H‘; l*'l-'::-l : ith r;

live of their owne laboars Fuor thear ||.f_|~¢ll_tln.'3.- arecs wary | BaCHE '““ :

L covered with the skinnes of wilde cither winde raing «f weathe:, 1
hyach i winter are dressed with the haire, WS oves, but very smaaky, yet o

e i ot The better sort use jarge  howse there s a hide masde |

g e T ri'jﬂ'll gver the fire

Mhnm o wch differing ¢ fashaosn
skins not ring m fashy :
from ﬂ;‘mmmh Some imbrodered with fl“" 'hl'i“ﬂ' :"'-1h e «
whitte beads. n“mr{mr inted af-  Reede covercd wih 2 mar, §
- c mmmﬂF:“n have andlﬁ:um-.lhhm'h. biar
' searoc T COvEr . i hese round ghout the homse, th
J s i i ; l v v thother sgainst o«
the keaves of trees, oF such like- We have scen points one ¥ Ears
rky feathers, sopret covered with mats, scime with
starke naked lic on the ground, |

pmru:mmlelsnudrn"Tu
wiby wrought and winen with threeds that nothing
ﬂﬂdl:ﬂ.'l‘ i :d!'ﬂltthfﬂhf-ﬁf phar was £5- m,ji:irmﬂmlﬂﬂ't 11 -
O~fing wamne and very handsome. Buc the r gandens; which arc smal ploss of 7o
i o covered about their midles 20, some 40, some 100, some (K
soinie lesse. Camie TS from 1 '

They adorne themselves most with coppet heads  houses togither, or bus 3 fittlc scparar
T have vheir legs. of trees. Neare thewr habuaticons = [
wood, or ald trees on the ground, b

and paintings. Their women Same
i dered with :
diverse workes, 2y bests, arificially  their burning of tem for fire S thur
.ll-ﬂ-'-h |in:lﬁlﬂ'h.lnpi.lﬂll.'w!u-h::':._: ;

whereat I'Il!fﬂth«\‘.'ﬂﬁl:liﬁur]hh:r-.«-.” harder

wrowght into their flesh with blacke spots
y b | copper. Some of Men women and children bave ther s
wmhdmﬁhulu,lmlmlﬁd mames acconding 1o the severall aui -
Parents. Their women (they say) are ca

cobgred spake, neare halfe a yard in
wh’ﬂlﬁﬂ ﬂ"dﬂrd‘l.l-d'.‘-.\ﬂl‘h}t I.I'-I."_b.' lowe chalibrer

m‘*ﬂh ﬁ ﬁ‘:ﬁlff would h-' / -.hrh‘ Too make them hardy, in the wdded e
hﬂmﬂ'm:umﬂu H:f?ﬂ'“'-llll-l ings they wash them in the rivers, ard -«
_w e hﬂm bard or ) and ciptments so tanne ther shin-. thut aftrr
“Hlillhﬂdui cltiowof . h:'"d’ or two, no weather will hurt them

IIIFH' lesse, The men bestowe thor e o E

which diey take from I
h*m“hmmﬂ;m“mmm}r rﬂ.l'lh-n!‘ wars, ‘"‘d 5""5-"1 tn-lllll.q_' R Tai
E:. with.the 'i'ri:md (thers "umllmiﬂ Amy Wasnan hke eacroe. ®
“dmr“’m#hﬂﬂ i hd“m lh-.t !h’t T be veric P
paairstind red with the their |I rﬁ men often idle. The wouncn =& i
I mhm rest of the wonke. 1hey B ’
mﬁrm Mwhm} lmi.ml Imarters, ‘unnhlli‘n'ir (TR 'm"
hhmh“ﬂﬂfﬁm Mr h“d' Jrepare thear v ctuak. I* i
come, gather their come, beare o o

the cold Man
¥ othar firmes
Mmﬁlﬁhmpunli#wm Irelens
w;wi e v ey 'Immﬂ:l‘“:;t:ltl:ﬂh‘ pltwlll'"- o JII%
mplﬂh}'ﬁim and halitations are lor the hwmm:hdﬂu“hi“ upeat ‘l.
"'“‘“‘rﬂlﬁrmﬂlmﬁm of wood, thar firing i sclic, will s 1 'I:.
oranie such like drie thing 9% ™

same fresh spring. Their
ﬂlh‘ﬂrllﬂ"mmwﬂqh” Mherdilﬂll\pr“[tﬂh“““ 4
: tyed; hr“ﬂngwun:, l;I-! feed on fsh fur™
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| june they plany ther fieldes,

“Im'l'f"a"' I:::;’uj::nl:n, walmuis, and fish. Byt o

five POV ¢, s disperse themselves in smal|
mend their diet. 2 fish, | ral

. o ami bwe upon bs o beasts, crabs,

:-iﬂ["“"lz‘m Torteyses, strawherries, muolberries,
7 1 = -

o tike. In June, Julie, and August, they feed
and ﬂ:':r Im,..ﬁ of Tackmenugh, berries, fish, and
qﬂﬂ whelt. lv is strange to see how their bl
H;t::-tﬂ'l their dict; even as the deare and wild
’I e, they seeme fat and leane, strong and weak.
Bwhatan their great king and some others that are
providunt, rost their fish and flesh upon hurdles as
hefore is expressed, and keepe it ull scarce tmes,

Far fishing and hunting and warres they use
much their bow and arrowes. They bring their
howes to the forme of ours Lr, the F-l.T“.'IjE:'dﬁE of a
shell. Their arrowes are made, some o straight
voung sprigs, which they head with bone some 2 or
i inches long. These they use to shoot ar squirrels
an trees. An other sort of arrowes they use, made
of reeds. These are peeced with wood, headed with
splinters of christall or some sharpe stone, the
spurres of a Turkey, or the bill of some bird. For his
knife, he hath the splinter of a reed to cut his
feathers.in forme, With this knife alsa, he will joint
a Deare or any beast, shape his shooes, buskins,
rantels, &c, To make the noch of his arrow hee
hath the toath of 3 Bever set in a sticke, wherewith
he grateth it by degrees, His arrow head be quickly
maketh with a little bone, which he ever weareth at
his bracer, of any splint of a stone, or glasse in the
forme of a hart, and these they glew to the end of
their srrowes. With the sinewes of Deare, and the
tops of Deares hornes boiled to a jelly, they make
1 E"F: that will not dissolve in cold water.

‘or their wars also they use Targets that are
round and made ufthehﬁﬂmnfrrmmd:
worde of wood at their backs, but oftentimes
they use for swords the hore of a Deare put
through a peece of wood in forme of a Pickaxe.,
Some, a long stone sharpencd at both ends used
in the same manner, "This they were wont 1o use
lhﬂﬁurhntdmﬂ,hutnuw by trucking they have
P"H_“]ufﬂ'h: same forme, of yron. And those are

chiefe instruments and armies,

Their fishing is much in Boats, These they

make of ong tree by bowing and scratching away

the coles with o, and shele i

it en fesrtne of 5 Irougrh. Sen

decpe, and 40 or 50 Frost 12

beare 4 men, but the I sl 0

and will beeare 10, 20, or 1

bignes. Insteed of oares

sticks, with which they will rom

Barges. Betwixt their hands ar it
Wormnen use 0 spin the barks of trees

or a land of grasse they call Provmena
't!'lt":-‘ make a thred very cven and rea
thred serveth for many wses, 25 shout thei-
ing, apparell, as akso thev make nets for §

for the quantity as formally braded s ours. The:
make also with it lines for angles. Their hookes
are cither a bone graved, as theynock their arvoas,
in the forme of 3 crooked pinne or fishhook or of
the splinter of a bone tied vo the cift of 3 litle stick,
and with the ende of the line, they tie on the bare
They use also long arrowes tyed in 2 line where
with they shoote at fish in the rivers. Bur they of
Accawmack use staves like unto Javelins headed
with bune. With these they dart fish swismming in
the water. They have also many artificiall weares
in which they get abundance of fish.

In ther huntng and fishing they take
cxireame paines; yet it being their ordinary exer-
cise from their 'il'lrlrll:}'. 'ﬂ'l-t'_l' esteeme it 3 pll:i:.urn:
and are very proud to be expert therein. And by
|']'Ilﬁ:l' continuall I'Il‘l.gll'lg_ amd travel, ﬂ.‘ll:.q.' kmesa al
the advantages and places most frequented wit
Deare, Beasts, Fish, Foule, Roctes, and Berries
At their hum."lllp they keave their habetations, an
reduce themselves into companies, as the Tarma
doe, and goe to the most desert places with the
familics, where they spend their time in huntin

game, For betwist the nivers, the grounds are
narrowe, that little commeth there which they de
voure not. [ is @ marvel they can s directly

beare after them, with Come, Acomes, Morte
and all bag and they use. When the
come tu the place of exsrcise, every man doth
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bt 1o shee hirs dewtenities
thiowe quallivics, they get t
wall they sbwst lewell, dr viEry Rl
120 is their best 3t Ramidom. Ar 1
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and oftenomes o take
anﬁhhnﬂfgnﬁmrkmwwgu_
devoure all they can catch in their power. In on<
of these huntings, they foand Captaine Smith 1o
MWJdrhﬂdnfﬁ:rhﬁd'fhh—
Miﬂ'WﬂMhmﬂu{ﬁ-
mﬂﬂwmm
e Savage bunting akne, wscth the shnne of
a Deare slitan the one side, and so put on his aresc,
thruigh the neck, sy Lhat lis hand comes 1o the
hiead which is stulfed, and the bornes, head, ees,
carcs, and every part as anehaally counterfered s
they can devise. Thus shrowding his body i the
y <o the from ane troe o another,
I e Deare chance to find feale, or stande ar gaze,
SO 1 L Mod e el
Mﬂqmsnmmu.mm"""_
IMJ"“"Immthhh
mmﬁwﬂhl gt him,
any wirnes,
b e e e i o
pwvers, and thewr Alics and anciest s o
the Pricsies desenmine (heir .
Fm!.r Wm O Bomie: ebsin mduy
At Caprainc v every nation, They .
e ovlonch ox g, boe i e
i for revengs. They have

mny crdmieS pamely all ther weseen
ories Doyl e TEAIRTSITES, ainnil the
thas bl ol the P o

rivers. Lipon
i e chiefe Fabitation
:u-'lml‘.t. ey whome the Moahiern

the Aassinnacacls, the Momdhassanu g
s, Py grabens LPHI; the tt_wl.h,l_l j
'iwﬂ':mmiis: woople caked M-,
i I;I-.-g: are 4.-mr.|1lnim'.:n the 'th!.-.L_q..--
Shackaoonis. ihe Crurponeas, the Teg
W isonkentyaes, the Seegarakes. the Hae
and s wahers, all cosfelerats
Aonacas, though many different in langia;
b very brartarous, living For miost part of wil. b
s Fruits. Beyond the mountaines from «ton
he head of the river Pamwomicke, the sawes
jrhabar their most i wtall enimies, the Vs

sqwrutaches upon a gredt sal water, which by all L=
h‘tl-l'-lisriﬂ'.:r-.lﬁtpunﬂl'l:mhlruri-l SNYRE Ereal
ke or some irlket of sume sea that Btk o e
South see. These Massawomnzkes ars a grot wagon
i lﬂ'_hl'papllhlﬂ For the heads of all vthase mvers
q.g.ﬂ]} the Partavwoimickies, the Paurusiiies, the
5 the Tockwosughes, ane contnally
ormsented by theny: of whose crucle, they wener
ally complained, and very imporwnate they ware
with Captaine Smith and his company, to hee then
froen these tosmentors. To this purpose. they of-
_ﬁ!!d fiosod, comduct, assastaice, and cortiraal wl
jection. To which he conduded w effoon Put rhe
I:I-‘l'ﬂld-l'h'l present, m‘ll.‘l_'.'ll:l'ng his siiovisise, wiak
ot chimke i fic toe spare by W it b hasanded
-ﬂ'lﬂtnhi:mn'gnm having passed f s beelhowe
wins spoken off bt with 12, and s was lost ha oy
m Seaven boats full of mese Masawcoinsks
the discoverers encouatred st the hewl of the B
whine Targers, Raskets. Swords, looacopips
Platers, Bowes and Arrowes, aml oo thing
shewedd, they much exceeded then ol our I'*“"i'."”'I
their desterive in their snall boats made of 1
baries of trees sowed with barke, sl well e with
garmne, angueth thae they are scad wee SO
BV wiler

Agaist all these enimies the Powhatans 1
omstraioed sometimes 1o fight. 1her chelt
stempts are by Stratagems, mecheries, of 2
peisals. Yet the Werowances, women and childne®
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il h, b keepe them Capinees,
d":;. _F;:ﬁ.‘:“m:ih::i“ AT WARTE, .ll:-lt! fa Il' il plodsres,
:,._-..11]'!'“"3 it us, and it was in this manmer per-
formmed at Mattapanient. .
aving painted and disguised themeclves in
he fiercest manner they could devise, they
:;!urnl-l"l thepnselves into two Companies, neare 3
i in a company. The one company called
Vionscans, the other Powharans, Either army had
.:!r.lr Captaine. These as enimies woke thar
cranals @ musket shot one from another; ranked
themselves 15 abreast, and each ranke from an-
other 4 or 5 yards, not in fyle, but in the opening
letwion their fyles, so as the Reare could shoot as
conveniently as the Front, Having thus pitched
the ficlds: from cither part went a Messenger
with these conditions, that whosoever were
vanquished, such as escape, upon their sulwoission
in 2 daies after, should live, but their wives and
children should be prize for the Conquerers. The
messengers were no sooner returned, but they
spproached in their orders, On cach fanke a
sarjeant, and in the Reare an office for leaitenant,
all duly keoping their orders, yet leaping and
singing after their accustomed tne, which they
use only in warres. Upon the first flight of
arvowes, they gave such horrible shourss and
screcches, as though so many infernall helbounds
could nut have made them more terrible. When
they had spent their arrowes, they joined together
prewtily, charging and retiring, every ranke soc-
unding other, As they got sdvantage, they catched
their cnimics by the haire of the head, and downe
he came that wes taken. His enimie with his
worklen sword seemied to beat cut his braines, and
still they erept to the Reare, to maintaine the skir-
mish. The Monacans decreasing, the Puwhatans
charged them in the forme of a halfe moone: they
unwilling to be inclosed, fled all in a troope 1o
their Ambuscadoss, on whome they led them very
unningly. The Monacans disperse themselves
among the fresh men, whercupon the Powhatans
retired with al speed 1w their seconds; which the
seeing, took that advantage o retire
againe 1o their owne battell, and so each returned
0 their uvane quarter. All their actions, voices and
gestures, both in charging and retiring, were so

I FETRar 95

strainsed pas 1l hight of their cusllie Sl ik
thise the \"J"!'-"“"'- Ih”l.“' made it s -
delighinfull
Fox their misicke th""l e & ihicke
which I.H:"F I"F'*‘ A% 0l 2 H-""'l"h.'l For g4
res, they have a greas deepe platter of e ).
ciwver the moath theres o withs g sk n, 3= eack &
reer they tie a walnue, which meetis a0y thie Sl
side ntere the .I'HH'[E_I“'-". with 3 smgll rome fhey
twitch them rogther nll it be oo tought and s
that they may bear UpOn it 4% uoon 3 dromse, B
their chicke instraments are Rattels made of anal|
gl-ll-ll"l.h 0 P‘[l'll[:.lrll'l shels, (W thewe they Hay
Base, ‘Tenor, Counter-tenor. Meane and Trilde
Thewe I'I'I'Ih!lt'l with their voices sometimies 20 o
30 wgeher, make such a terrible noise 25 would
rather afright then delight any man. I any grea
commandsr  artlve of the babitation of
Werowance, they spread a mar as the Turkes do 3
carpet, for kim wo sic upon, Upon an other right
sppemite they sit themsclves Then doe 4! with 1
tunalde voace of showting bid him welcome, Afrer
this, doe 2, or mare of their chiefest mon make aa
aration, testifying their love. Which they do with
such vehemency and so great passions, that they
sweate till they drop, and are so out of breath they
can scaree speake. 5o that a man would take them
to be exceeding angry or starke mad, Sach viciuall
as they have, they spend frecly, and at night where
his lodging is appointed, they ser 1 woman fresh
painted red with Paomes and aile, o be his bedfdlow,

Their manner of trading is far copper,
beades, and such like; for which they gve such
commadinies as they have, s skim, fowle, fish,
flesh, and their country corne. Dur their vicneallis
their chiefest aches.,

Fm;-q:in; they make themselves sicke with
drinking the juice of a root they call wigbsaam, and
warer, whereol they powre so great a quantity, tha
it pargeth them in a very vialent maner; so that in
1 or 4 daies after, they searce recover their fomer
bealtn. Sometinmes they are troubded with dropsies,
swellings, aches, and such ke diseases; bor cure
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whih ik
e flesh, and
he corruprion widh lht_'ll"_
egch. Wit this root wighwce they orinery
e bt 1o scarrific 8 vwelling ¢
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selves as peare to his shape as they can imagine. In
thir temples, they have his image evill fvouredly
carved, and then painted and adomed with
chaines, copper. and beades, and covered with 3
skin, in such manner as the deformity may well
suit with such a Ged. By him s commaonly the
sepulcher of their kings. Their bodies are first
twwelled, then dryed upon hurdles tll they bee
verie dry, and so about the most of their jointes
and necke they hang braceles or chaines of cop-
pet, pearle, and such like, as they use 10 weare:
cusver with & skin, hatchets, and such trash. Then
lapp they theun very carefully in white skin, and
s puwle themn in mars for their winding sheetes,

And in the Tombe, which is an arch made of
they lay them oederly. What renai pech
kinde of wealth their meth of this
fect in laskers, | hese
kept by their Pricses,

have, they set at their
ples and Dndies are

lr-‘ T'H'If r.ﬂ'lh‘l-ll'u *F.I"'.u_-\. '
e im e garth with sharpe
e aper pucimvg bof

egle, ety Ly Khsas Gy SRS 1
chaesm with esrth. The |

o CEer
m!wd sl theer s
o clie, diow St 24 Bonwers 18 the b
aml Lapreemifiig B BN, i
w ¥ AV EAprCTSse '.Jl-tlT ETEST

In every Terriowy of 2 Wrros
e o+ Prest 2 0r 3 o more |
Fanple o place o superce = -
HWh_mrgultuuerh = 3
or place of Powhataie.

Upon the top of certaine redo.
the woods, there are 3 great howsc |
,!.;,duﬁrunpmmn:snn.i fo

Those howusci are near:
length, hailt arbor wise. sfics ther o
#:mmnlm]'ﬂl:ra-.l]m Fhar
Fricstes and kings dare come o the n -
md,;r:m.rtguupdhrnnr N bwig s L,
hat If:r'!l‘.“ﬂl‘lﬂl_" Cast SEDE poocs of
white beads, or Pocones, wito the e, fir o
their (hbe should De offended and revensed o
them.

In this place commonly is resaden: | Pron
The chieie differed rom the rest i fis o
ments: bat inferdor Prcas cowle hordh &
knewme from the common |_1||.up|1__ bouar it they
had not so many holes in their cares o hame 5
jewels at. The ormaments of the chicfe Prica e
certain attires for his bead made thas. | o s
a dosen or 16 or mare snake skins and 030
them with mosse; and of woescls ard =«
vermine skins, a good many. All these they vet
dﬂi"ﬂaﬂ. sa as all their tailes et n e € \‘-"'.
of their head, like a grear Lssell Rousd #xv
this Tassell is as it were 2 crown of oo™ o
skins hang round about his head necke 20
ders, and in a manner cover his by I he B .
all their Priests are painted 2 agly ney .‘:
devise, I their hands, they had every 02¢ ™= "
toll, 80t base, some ssaller. Their devot?™ ®
most in songs which the chicie Pricst beg™®
and the rest followed hisn: sometimes e 7
imocations with broken seatences, by s5™

sl b A
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age passintis, and ot every pause, the st v
2 shret ErOART. c
It coubd not bee perceived thar they keepe any
day smore holy then other: bur only in s, grean
arewse, of want, feare of cnimies, times of tri-
and gathering togither their Fruits, the whd
! of men women and children Lmtnmﬂ-,:-:
e solemnitics. The manner of their devestion &
sometimes t0 make 2 great fire in the house or
fiedds. and all v sing and dance abouy 1L, with rar-
thes and shouts togither, 4 or § houres. Somerime
Mut:mnhdmnﬂdmmdahmnmmﬂm
dance and sing, he all the while clapping his hande
a if he would keepe time. And after their songs and
deuncings ended, they gpoe 1o theiy Feass,

They have also divers conjurations, Omne they
made when Captaine Smith was their Prisoner (as
they reported) to know if any more of his o -
tymen would arive there, and what be there i,
tended. The manner of it was vhus, First
made a faire fire in a house. About this fire seq 7
Pricsas setting him by them, and about the fire,
they made a circle of meale. That done, the chiefe
Priest attired as s expressed, began 1o shake his
rattle, andl the rest followed him in his song. At
the end of the song, he laid downe 5§ or 3 graines
of wheat, and so continued counting his songs by
the graines, ull 3 times they incirculed the fire,
Then they divide the graines by eertaine numbers
with little stickes, laying downe 2t the eade of
every song a little sticke. In this manner, they sar
B, 10, &r 12 houres without cease, with such
Mrange sretching of their armes, and violent pas-
sy and gestures as might well seeme serange to
hirn they s conjured, whi bt every houre ex-
pected his end. Now any meat they did ear ill,
late in the: eveming, they had finished this worke:
and then they feasted him and themselves with
tch wirth, But 3 or 4 daies they coninued this
Ceremony,

‘]'I-ue,r:IIr have also certaine Aluar stunes they call

s but these stand from their Temples,
e by their houses, other in the woodes and
wildernesses. Upon these, they offer blood, deare
suet, and Tobaceo. These they doe when they re-
turne from the warres, from hunting, and upon
Many other occasions, They have also another

J-'r‘-'n:q w7
bl L5 g | T ihar ithery, T T ;
i“-lrrrl_ are r“""l:_'h P, -||.“ - s, whien &
Ih'r”{"""”f'-r"-!u11-.a--|.,||-,_ .“ ':'l| I. ¥ Ty
II1! ln“\rlr.luh_ 2oy vy helin . . -__ £ Firarss
LT T they oot Y .-II _... .--: %
and such l'l'l“'hll'lhpll-"_. Wl e I_Ilrlll:-'Fr f I.I B
Whome they thinke t, he very u---:- "
Shasrrnes 'Hl:r-."l'l'll' theis dlinmers P ey e

I Al SOfery ¢
MEATEr sort will take the first biv, and conr i1 o

fire, which is all the grace the, ire kn
In wwne psrt of .
}'ﬁ_l’tl!‘ F ] i-.'lmﬁ.-.'r of ¢

(P T [k &

the {al'-l.ll'ﬁf"-.'. ey | iV

; hildren. Such a ane we +
["!"“F'qh"h"“"t- some 10 miles from James
“lireme, and thys performed. Fificene of the —
ereRt young boyes, herween: 10 and 15 veares of
age, they painted white. Havirg
ﬁm' the I"'E""!-"h' Bwnit the Forencone n daniog
and sirging shout taem witk rattles, In the after
notne, they put those children w the roote ofa
tree. By them, all the mea stoodin » guard, every
ahe h“'* 2 Bastinado in his hand, made of reeds
bound together. This made 2 lans betweene than
all 'ﬂ:!'ﬁ!‘. l|'|.l"l.n.t§|1 which there were appointed §
young men to ferch these children. %o CVERY dine
of the five wemt througt the guard, wo fesch a
child, each sfter other by urnes: the muard Feare-
besaly beating them with their Basanadoes, and
they pancntly enduring and receaving all, defend
1ag the children with taeir naked bodies o the
urmercifull blowes they pay them soundly
though the children escape. All this while, the
wormen weepe and crie out very passionately, pro-
viding mans, skinnes, mose, and drie wood. ns
lﬁl‘l ﬁ'mn[ their chilidrens Fumerals  Afver the
children were taus passed the guard, the guard
bare down the tree, branches and boughs. with
sach violence, that they rent the bosly and mads
wreathes for their heads, or hedeuked their hie
with the leaves. What else was doae with the chil-
drea was not seene; bun they were all cast 1n a
heape in 1 valley, s dead where chey male o preat
feast for al the company. The Werowance beimg
demanded the meaning of this sacrifice, snswerad
that the children were not 1l dead, bue that the
(te or Diivell did sucke the blood from their lelt
breast, who chanced to be his by lot, till they were
dead. Bur the rest were kept in the wildemesse

browght them
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pncths werd expired.

the vong men ol mne :
th
during which time they musst pot converse Wi

any: and of these, were made their Pricsts and

F : i I iy et siw e
Conjurers. This sacrifice they hele _
" amit it, their Gke or

cxsarie, that il they should ;
Dyivel and all their other ﬂl_rrw'gﬁ'j“bﬂ' {which
are their other Cods) would et them hnﬂ_' i
Desre, Turkies, {Zome nor fish: and yet hesides,
| hec would make great slaughrer amongs them.
They thinke that their Werowances and
Pricstes, which they also esteeme ¥
when they are dead, doe goe beyound the moun-
wines towandes the serting of the sun, and ever
remnaine there in forme of their Oke, with their
hmkpiu:uhri:h{ilurdﬁnmﬁndymimmd
with feathers, and shal have beades, harchets, cop-
per, and pobaceo, domg nothing but dance and sing
with all their Predecessors. But the common peo-
ple, they suppose shall not live after death.
‘T divert them drom this blind idolatric, many
wed their best indeavours, chiefly with the
Werowances of Quiyonghcohanack, whaose devo-
cuceded any m those Countries: who though we
conld ot g5 et prevaile withall o forsake his false
oo, et ehis he did heleeve, that our God as miuch
exceeded theirs, as our Gunnes did their Bowes
and Arrows, and many tmes did send to the Pres-
idenn, ar James wwne, men with presents, intreat-
inge then o pray to his God for saine, for his Gods
would nedt send him any. And in this lamengabl
Igntrance doe d‘mm’-ﬂlﬂ i et
sehves 1o ghe uilﬂﬂmhrl: ;

Althogeh the countrie gl barbaroys;
yer have they amngst them m&[ﬁm
th.ll their Magiseraes for osind commanding, llq:
their people for due and obeying,
cellmany places that would he counted ciu?rl:
The forme of their Commaon \Im i
monarchicall  governement. Ope g i
ruleth aver many kings or governours, Their chiefe

b hath, whacth have been b ar

e him by inbentance, s e

Porwcharan, Anahateck, Appornes)

hughnn_uL and Mamagaroens 3

Terrporees uprﬂh‘;‘d m the Ml .

beene hisseverall coneunests. In sl |

itances. hee hath bowses bl afrer 3 -

lﬂIHjﬁ,m;D. SOHTIC 'I"'I:r AT Lo

house, provisson fior b emtertaie.

o the mime. At Werowoomooo, he o

ﬂ;p:' _"'J-ﬂl'lj!l. aade of the mer l:",‘r-.. i

miles from James Towmne, where fur

hee was readent, but be twosoke so 22

our neare neighbourhood, that wor.

him against his will in 6 or 7 b thar g

i froa place in the deserss st the v

Chickahamania berweene  Youghraru

Powhatan. His hahtaton there s callo o -

where he ordinarily now resideth [z 5 o6 e

age a all well proportioned man, vy 5

booke, his head somahar grav, hs beard s e

that it scemeth cone at L. Hisage nears 60005

able and hardy body to endure any Labosir 300

mmﬂh’imkﬁigﬁﬂ af B0 of &

therallest men his Courtry doth afford Fron nyt

upan the 4 quarters of his house ar¢ 4 serocs

*ﬂmftﬁntﬂﬂr:ﬂi;h:dhm:- amad 47 cwT

mh‘“ﬂmﬁm&tlmde;n o ok

low, unto wham every Sentinell doth amov

round from his stand. |f amy fmile, they prect

send forth an officer thar beaweth b outcench
A mile from Orapakes in a thicker o7 =0

b,u:h.hl house, in which hs kecpeth bes ko

1m & skinnes, copper, pearle, and e

which he storeth up against the e of he &7

'"dh“‘lﬂ Here also i his store of red post ™

inm"tl .lli I!.'I'H'ES lrul ArTiMa ™. | s o=
or 60 yards in length, frequentad b ™

mhm*mﬂ&thnnqumi"“

ages as Sentinek, one of a Dragon, et

I.qn:, the 3 like Leopard, and the fourth Bk '

giantike man: all made evill favordly. x0r

10 their best workmanship.
H'Mﬁmmmmaltwilznhtm"

when hee lieth on his bed, one sitteth 3t be ool

ruleer is calbed Powhatan, and rakech his namie of the
principall place of dwelling called Powhatan, By
his proper name s Wahunsonacock. Some countries

and another at hus feet, bue when he siteth
sittech an his right hand, and arother oo ll“'i‘r[.
Asheis wearie of his women, hee bestow:0 ™"




har best deserve them ar his hands

L
afver mcat, bringeth, him water .

wd ey wash s hands Ancther wagy.
#mﬂl‘uﬂnﬂi 0 wipe them ingee
DT nd the feathers when he hath wypey
““,,,ﬁ;:iuﬁ" kingdome a h“hctmlﬂh h:; hoto
o children: o ren,
#“ .I'I'-I'IH:I}' "I:l:bw_{w“n_
#d;mlﬁﬁﬂmmm
st wthe chdstsister, then t the ree.
"""Mmuuh'mmkmnmfum,
"‘:mh-mmﬁthimufﬂtmun
e e anyof his people understand any leqpe.«
#imhwhmhhﬂedhh_umﬂis.
hﬂﬂhdqﬂiﬁml:::u king, but as

esteerne him. His inferiour
“'ﬂﬂmmwﬂmmhﬁi‘
- and have power of life and death 3¢ their
e hhmhﬁmﬂm
: and conster for 2 king, is 3 commun
ﬂmmnﬂﬂmm for they
words in their language and but few
s it anie officers more then one

occhmans W0 use CeHT-
e R
gors, and limits to fish, fowle, or hund in, but they
hald all of their great Werowances P unto
pearle, deare, turkies, wild beasts, and corne. Whar
he commandeth they dare not disobey in the least
ﬁhimhmwﬁm;@tm and
mmmnmmpﬁm
At his. present whatsoever he com-
#ﬂihhﬂm#hhhuwe.ﬂmir
mﬁnﬂnﬁmfnmuﬂmm-
Hﬂ'ﬂdhhn For example, hee caused
mﬂgmuuhtm hand and foet,
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Y toed 1, i e

ENT L ey o
i e ey iy w
EIPT_ then ik e o
e the "i'r““l: froom
they rip hin. belly, and

wrud, with; YRS

le shiels oo recils, The
gl af] fl

b FuDER e ifter
bt they g ol initry the
eied with shels snd reeds 1,
his head and face; then de
W brrne b with the i
lji all. T themae byes repaorted they Pa—
o {-Hlicn_ | o iy CONTECHNE = i
beste them with codgels. Wi |
i""""-'“"“fl!' on his knews, and
T men, have baegr himn
fallen senselesse

R complained.
In the Veare

E L&
L

have T 3 proim
ag E"'M'hlt-'lPH. UM T

on the bare alerrs, ol b by wih
I a "":“"'I'Hlf".i. anil yei never Ty

o, htciurm.cd the people of
nEdre ﬂ-'l!ﬂ_!'hhfﬂ.lr'. and ‘Hjlrﬁ'q_h
to s unknowne, bt the MiEnmer

was thies. First he sene diverse of his men as tex lowdge

Enongst them that night, then the Ambuscacoes
ironed al their houses, and at the houre ap-
Ponted, they all fel] w the spaile: 24 men they
slewe, the long haire of the one side off their heades
with the skinne cased off with shels or reeds, they
bresigrhe #way. They surprised also the wOrmnen amd
the children and the Werowance. Al these they
present to Powhatan, The Werowance, wonmen amd
children became his prisoners, and doe him servies,
The lockess of haire with their s<innes bie hanged on
3 bine unea two trees. And thus he made (R LT
s of 3 grean miumph at Werowocomecn, shewing
thera to the English men that then came unio him,
at hus appaintiaent: they EXpecting provision; he, te
betray them, supposed to halfe congeer them, by
this spectacle of his terrible crucliie.,

And this is as much as my memory can cull to
murd worthie of note; which 1 have purpasely
callected, 1o satisfic my friends of the true uthrl:h
and quahtie of Virginia. Yer some bad natures will
not sticke to slander the Countrey, thar will
siovenly spit at all things, especially in company
wherethey can fod g IR S

ever 10 milgs from James
Ehangh they -were 5o holdin
“Jowmn, ar at the most but at the falles; ye A
. disgrace that amongst so much acuon,
e nothing, exclaime of ali things,
their actions were gl :
never adventured to knowe any thing
though they irgg but devoure the Fuits of
ever (hd any thirg
o labours. Being for must part of such
Other Tment 5 nd small experieace in inartall
Tﬂﬁhml
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English cities.
« i b Ay
nor ot their owne wis |
‘;lin:'immlh feath rl_-nh winil

socsidenis: beransc thiry foaprial 1970

v such Faime ot
of their aocumomes

htﬂ-ﬂ'm'dwmdmhld yearcly
1 o and aga i transportaton:
e mpeery o thebusincssc i ther-
selves, though they had peither tme nor

could by cheir experience.
words delnded the workd with such strange
the mony, tinne [time], and meanes have soll mis-
cariod: vet they ever returning, and the Planters so
farre alment, who could contradicr their excuses?
whiich, stil to maintain theiraineglory and estima-
ﬁmmmbﬁummlﬂdﬁdﬂ].
nothing more false. And that the adventurers
might be thus sbwsed, let no man wonder; for the
'?ml“‘hm'bwh}'ﬁﬂmﬂhﬂh.
St sl el b
g ol e cotempltor, i 24
s MHWMﬁummhd
lived two o three yeares in Virginia
st it sl could ot compel them 10 m;:
mm-ﬁlm of James 1‘“““!., i

the behalle of our ;
cheitasips, or obesine theirgod a0
tor gt cheir passes? "Thiss from the EHHEITJ
e th i infocnersare sprung thos dis
spering in Virginia, and our ingeni

5 WErE e pdowpruie
pLiSAs I the Fgpstu
anly, preserved

werlalet

then the L4
of 30 of the Enesl
oy ther ardeesITIE the sclle lrves

he rest wha lived neer | menn
g5 the Country natura

prcafnes
Naotwithstarding all the, a

rie of the Savagrs, the extreman

IR, I-:cﬁfm,:igl'lfl'-ll{u"-- W] W

in all ghat time [ lost et 7 or B men

I.I'lf :';lﬂgtﬁ [ (R |i|'."|-l'|;,'|i rhecadzer

ceaved contriburion froen 35 of thes

pect and assist them against an; thse

them, in which order ey cuntr

Faithfiul, and as subjects to hus Majes

ter as | did guvern there, wnrill 1 l=f

Since. how they have revolted, the

and againe replanted, and the butine<s

ceeded from time to time, | relerre v

Im:ﬂfﬂh‘lll peturned froan "|.'|r.!_n::: 2 tha

hin more diligent in such obeervanons

Questions

1. What mr_-urlmfnn SOCIETY e lo irls
est Smith the most> Why?

2. How does this sccount compure s
popular images of Smaths relanonhup o
Indians?

3. Describe Powhatan society. 1o vou feel tu
Smith paints a fair portrait of thes pesple’ [
hit think that tl'ﬂ':l-' ol agree wilh &S
assessment of their culoure?

4. Smith claims that “their Chiete Giod they =%
dﬁF is the Divell.” How dses thrs fit wif O
rest of his description of Powhacan 1o

5. Smith describes Powhatan govern el ©
:m'i“l.' and Powhatan humeclt # %

F-ﬂﬂl‘-l'nllr.' “r'h\r does b use these 16
“."' did Powhatan gove e R
with English EUvCImnCnt -

6. How does the Indian sooacty desnt™
Sanith compare with thowe cnoountes .
the de Soto expedition? To the Huoo™ de
scribed by Brébeut? :

7. What, in Smith' view, cxplans ¢ ol
English difficultics in Vieginna®




