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The Constitution of tﬁl_jlg U"":e‘lS et
red to b PPTaaobia Convention, September 17, 1787

Agreed to by Philadelphia Convention, S€p
Implemented March 4, 1789.

Preamble ‘
form a more perfect union, establish

. : to
¥Ee thie ponple ot the = Ofd(f; for the common defense, promote the

SO Do S SERUUTR PO : rselves and our posterity, d
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty th)l f;uates R y, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United Ot

Article |

Section 1  All legislative powers herein granted
United States, which shall consist of a Senate an

shall be vested in a Congress of the
d a2 House of Representatives.

Section2 The House of Representatives shall be composed of mel?nbers chosen every
second year by the people of the several States, and the electors in each State shall
have the qualifications requisite for electors of ‘he most numerous branch of the State

Legislature. |
No person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the age of

twenty-five years, and been seven years a citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.
Representarives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several States
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective numbers,
which shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free persons, including

those bound to service for a term of years and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths
of all other persons. The actual enumeration shall be made within three years after

the first meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent
term of ten years, in such manner as they shall by law direct. The number of
Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty thousand, but each State shal
have at least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State
of New Hampshire shall be entitled to choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode [sland
and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four,
Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina frve,
South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the representation from any State, the Lxccutive
authority thereof shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall choose their Speaker and other officurs: and

shall have the sole power of impeachment.

Section 3 The Senate of the United Srates shall be composed of two Senators trom each

State, chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have ore vOt&
[mmediately after they shall be assembled in consequence of the first election, 1"V shall

be divided as equally as may be into three classes. The sears of the Senators of the Jin cluass

*Passages no longer in cffectare in italic tvpe.



u}f may make temporary
then fill such vacancies.

hd to the age of thirty years,
o shall not, when elected

The ViCE-PI'ESidEnt of the United St
Jve N0 VO&; unless they be equally divizt:;fha” be President of
The Senate shall. choose their other officers. 4
the absence of the Vice-President, or when he slﬁixallrl1

the United States.
The Jenate shall have the sole power to tr ;
Y Elll Im N
- P they shall be on oath or affirmation. W’hfxfiﬁ?:;)i:;?{m h;? i:ttt?g for
the United

Grates 1S tried, the Chief ] Ll.Stlce shall preside: and no person shall be convi :
he concurrence of two-thirds of the members present onvicted without

]udgment in cases of impeachment shall not extend further than t
he office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any office of thgrD removal from
under the United States: but the party convicted shall nevertheless be li;kflr: ;t z 1' be?ﬁl'
o indictment, trial, judgment and punishment, according to law. nd subject

the Senate, but shall

d " .
alsc:f a President pro tempore, in
exercise the office of President of

Section 4 The times, places and manner of holding elections for Senators and
Representatives shall be prescribed in each State by the legislature thereof; but the
Congress may at any time by law make or alter such regulations, except as to the
places of choosing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such meeting shall be

on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by law appoint a different day.

ouse shall be the judge of the elections, returns and qualifications
shall constitute a quorum to do business;

to day, and may be authorized to com-
and under such penalties, as

Section 5 Each h

o its own members, and a majority of each

but 2 smaller number may adjourn from day
el the attendance of absent members, in such manner,

each house may provide.
Fach house may determine the rules of its proceedings,
ce of two-thirds, expel a member.

disorderly behavior, and with the concurren ; | |
Each house shall keep a journal of its . and from time to time publish
the same, excepting such parts as may int
and nays of the members of either house on any ques
ifth of those present, be entered on the journal.
i ' hall. without the consent of the
Neither house, during the session of Congress, shall, Wi e hich the
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which t

™0 houses shall be sitting.

punish i+ members for

quire secrecys and the yeas

cion shall, at the desire of one-

all receive a compensation for their
£ the treasury of the United States.

Section 6 "The Senators and Representatives sh
the peace, be privileged

N .
.TE%ES’ to be ascertained by law and paid out 0 f
5 5 ey shall in all cases except treason felony and breach 0
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on of their respective ho .
during their 1rrendance at the session i gebate . 95;& and i
fosra o :ho from the same; and for any spec cither hoyse
going to and returning - other place.

they shall not be questioned in an}hall: during the time for which he was clected, b,

ive S , :
No Senator of nggiﬁen;fé‘;r the authority of the United States, which sha]| j,,,
CIVl

oluments whereof shall have been in creased, during such tjp.
em _ ime,
¢ ffice under the United States shall be a member of either

appointed to any
been created, or th

and no person holding any offl -
house during his continuance n OHICE.

Section 7 All bills for raising revenuc shz}ll originate in the House EFREFi lresema{im;
se or concur with amendments as on other bills.
but the SEIETIT nﬁylf ;Ezlﬂl' have passed the House of Representatives and the Senage,
shaJlEEZgrelit Ere:;mc a law, be presented to the P}'esi(ﬁlent of thfe United States; if he
! . i but if not he shall return it with objections to that house i,
approve he shall sign it, M 1 b
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the ob!ectlons at large on their journal,
and proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration tfvo--thlrds of that house shall
agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together with the objections, to the other house,
by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of that house,
it shall become a law. But in all such cases the votes of both houses shall be determined
by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be
entered on the journal of each house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by
the President within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to
him, the same shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress
by their adjournment prevent its return, in which case it shall not be a law.
Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence of the Senate and House
of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of adjournment) shall be
presented to the President of the United States; and before the same shall take effect.

shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds

of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to the rules and limitations
prescribed in the case of a bill.

Section 8 The Congress shall have power

To lay and collecr taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts and provide

for the c_ommon defense and general welfare of the United States; but all dutics, I MpOSts
and excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;
)

To borrow money on the credit of the United States:
?

| To regul:ate c?mmercc with foreign nations, and among the severa! S:ates, and
with the Indian tribes:

To estab%nsh an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform laws or. rhe subject
of bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, an

: d of forcign coin, and fix che srandard
of weights and measures;

To provide for the punishment of counterfeiting the securities and current coln
of the United States:

lo establish post offices and post roads:

To promote the progress of science and usefyl
to authors and inventors the exclusive right to their r
To constitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme

arts by securing for limited times

€Spective writings and discoveries;
Court;
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To define and punish piracies and telonjes '
1ot the law of nations; committed on the high seas and offences

agd! 5 declare war, grant letter
T o dg S of marque ang reprisal, and mak i
Ky o pod i » and make rules concerning
o raise and support armies
T hPP » but no aAppropriation of mo h
for a longer term than two years; SESSSN———
To provide and maintain 3 navy;
3

: : regulati
To provide for calling forth the militia toge ation r;f the land and naval forces;
- . ; X€Cu .
urrections and repel invasions: te the laws of the Union, suppress

To provide for organizing, armin W ;
h Ft fthem 2 toay be g 1 g, ‘and dismphnmg the militia, and for
such pa ; mployed in the service of the United States. r
the States respectively the appointment of the officers }

the militia according to the discipline prescribed by Co
To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such district (

exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular States, and
of Congress, become the seat of the government of the United St

like authority over all places purchased by the consent of the leg
in which the same shall be, for erection of forts, magazines,

other needful buildings;—and
To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution

the foregoing powers, and all other powers vested by this Constitution in the govern-
ment of the United States, or in any department or officer thereof.

governing
eserving to
and the authority of training
ngress;

not
the acceptance
ates, and to exercise

islature of the State,
arsenals, dock-yards, and

Section 9 The migration or importation of such persons as any of the States now exist-
k. ing shall think proper to admit shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the year
 onethousand eight hundred and eight; but a tax or duty may be imposed on such impor-
tation;, not exceeding ten dollars for each person. |
. 'Iﬁie privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in
“ tasks 6f rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.
4 No bill of atrainder or ex post facto law shall be passe‘fl. | )
. a-+No capitation, or other direct, tax shall be laid, unless in proportion to the census

or énl?mfration herein before directed to be taken. :
- No rax or duty shall be laid on articles exported from any State. )
- bt ' lation of commerce or revenue to the
. No preference shall be given by any reguiation ety
ports of one State over those of another; nor shall vessels bound to, ,

be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another. ST S—
No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in conseq

.ceipts and expenditures of
~ount of the receipts an
made by law; and a regular statement and accou

: tme {ie. ‘
all public money shall be publlshed from time 10 Ui 1 Seates: and no person holding
No title of nobility shall be granted by [hf U‘mw t s ciﬂ nsent of the Congress,
any office of profit or trust under them, shali, wﬂ.th{z efi wh;atéucr from any king,
Accept of any present, emolument, office, or title, of any Kin
3

Prince, or forcign state.

or ~onfederation; grant
4it: make anything but
hill of sttainder,

[V’ ;}l”idﬂﬂfﬁ
¢ bills of cre
debts; pass any

» . 3
Section ]0 No State shall enter into any tred
" * . ll
letters of marque and reprisal; coin moneys €t ;
. " . ; )
8old and silver coin a tender in payment ¢
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No State shall, without the or dut

: ts ‘
its inspection

consent of Congress, lay any -
xecuting

imPOrtS ore
X

laws: and POTLs, except what may be absolutely necessary fore

. dh l'hﬁ‘ net pdeUC f al . ki | v by i
et il b € of all duties and imposss, 3£ d all such laws shall
he sub‘; all be for the use of the treasury of the United States; a8

NJ cSt to the revision and control of the Congress.
troo ’ e shall, without the consent of Congress,
) [i)]s, or ships of war in time of peace, enter into any

1'10;1: er State, or with a foreign power, or engage in war,

such imminent danger as will not admit of delay.

lay any dl.lt}’

Article I

in a Presi United States
in 4 |
-m of four ye€ars a

lected as follows: |
Z legislature ‘hereof may direct,

Section I The executive power shall be vested
of America. He shall hold his office during the t¢
the Vice-President, chosen for the same term, be ¢

Fach State shall appoint, in such manner as th R oprescntatives which
number of electors, equal to the whole number of Senators and Rep

the State may be entitled in the Congress; but no Senator Of Represent_atzz, 30; 5:222
holding an office of trust or profit under the United States, shall be appoin o, of
The electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by éﬁ”ﬂf for two PA g ;h
whom one at least shall not be an inbabitant of the same State with .t/?emselzfz.s:. Z* . [?;
shall make a list of all the persons voted for; and of the number of votes ﬁrr}? ME‘} ; 'wd;;t ;5
they shall sign and certl and transmit sealed to the seat of government of the United States,

' ' e Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the presence 0
diecoi- o e Tl 8 d ificates, and the votes shall then be

e Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certi - ‘
counted. The person having the greatest number of votes shall be the President, if such num-

ber be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed; and if there be more than one

who bave such majority and have an equal number of votes, then the House of Represen tatives

hall immediately choose by ballot one of them for President; and if no person have a major-
ity, then from the five highest on he list said bouse shall in like manner choose the President.
o President the votes shall be taken by States, the representation from each

But in choosing th
State having one vote; 4 quOTUIN for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from

swo-thirds of the States, and a majority of all the States shall be necessary to a choice. In every
case, after the choice of the President, the person having the greatest number of votes of the
olectors shall be the Vice-President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal
votes, the Senate shall choose from them by ballot the Vice-President.

The Congress may determine the time of choosing the electors, and the day on which
they shall give their votes; Wh'ld; f}a)f shall be the same throughout the United yStatcs

No person except a natural-born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at :fae'r'

. ) - o ime

of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the office of President; neither

shall any person be eligible to that office who shall not have attained to th f
o the age o

chirty-five yeax;, I::nd been fourteen years a resident within the United S
ses of the remova : 1Ied States.
[n ca | of the President from office o

or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the sajd
on the Vice-President, and the Congress may by id 0

r of his death. resignation,

- ffice, the same shall devolve
provide for the case of removal.
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death, resignation, or inability, b i
’ y:n Dth Of the Pfﬁ' d 1ce- | -
what officer shall then act as President, and such S;fg;::r asijllifte Pfﬁsf_emﬁ df-‘d?“ﬂg
disability be {emoved, or a President shall be elected. rocordingys undl the
The': PI’&Sldelilt shall, at stated times, receive for his services a compensation, which
;haﬂ nlelthfz be ;nﬁrea;eclll nor diminished during the period for which he shzhl have
een elected, and he shall not receive within that period
R T ——— period any other emolument from
Bef(.)re he enter on the execution of his office, he shall take the following oath or
afﬁrmatim:l:——— [ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the office
of the President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability preserve, protect
and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

Section 2 The President shall be commander in chief of the army and navy of the
United States, and of the militia of the several States, when called into the actual
service of the United States; he may require the opinion, in writing, of the principal
officer in each of the executive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties
of their respective offices, and he shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for
offenses against the United States, except in cases of impeachment.

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, to make
treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate,

and by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint ambassadors, other
judges of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of

public ministers and consuls,
ein otherwise provided for, and

the United States, whose appointments are not her
which shall be established by law: but Congress may by law vest the appointment of

such inferior officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the courts of law,

or in the heads of departments.
The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies that may happen during

the recess of the Senate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of their

next session.

Section 3 He shall from time to time give 0 the Congress information of the

state of the Union, and recommend to their consideration such measures as he shall

judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary occasions, convene both
houses, or either of them, and in case of disagreement berween them, with respect

to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to such time as he shall think

proper; he shall receive ambassadors and other public ministers; he shall take care
that the laws be faithfully executed, and shall commission all the officers of the

United States.

President and all civil officers of the United States

Section 4 The President, Vice- b
for, and on conviction of, treason,

shall be removed from office on impeachment
bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.

Article Il

Section 1 The judicial pow
Court, and in such inferior courts as t
establish. The judges, both of the Supreme an

er of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme
he Congress may from time to time ordain and
d inferior courts, shall hold their offices
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or, and shall, at stated times, receive for their services
t be diminished during their continuance in offjce

d behavi
tion which shall no

d
COmPEHSa-

The judicial power shall e}ftend to all cases, in l?w and equity, arisi, u
laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which sgh aﬂde;
ander their authority;—10 all cases 3ffe¢fi_ng aﬂ}ba:ssafio-rs, other public rninist:be
o all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction;—to controye;, ers
chall be a party;—to controversies between two of m; to
Scates;—ubetween 4 State and citizens of arzorfaer- S{a.te;—-bemeen citizens of ffere::;
Srates;—Dbetween citizens of the same State claiming lan‘ds under grants of differen
Seates, and between a State, OF the citizens thereof, a{1d que}gn states, citizens or subjects

Tn all cases affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and those
. which a State shall be party, the Supreme Court shall have original jurisdiction,
11l the other cases before —entioned, the Supreme Court shall have appellace jurisdjc.
tion, both as to law and fact, with such exceptions, and under such regulations, as the

Congress shall make.
The trial of all crimes,
rrial shall be held in the State where sai

not commitred within any State, the trial
may by Law have directed.

Section 2
this Constitution, the

made,
and consuls;
which the United States

except in cases of impeachment, shall be by jury; and such
d crimes shall have been committed; but when

shall be at such place or places as the Congess

Section 3 Treason against the United States shall consist only in levying war against
them, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall
be convicted of treason unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt
act, or on confession in open court.

The Congress shall have power to declare the punishment of treason, but no
actainder of treason shall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture except during the life

of the person attainted.

Article IV

Section 1  Full faith and credit shall be given in each Srate to the public acts, records,
and judicial proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by general [aws
prescribe the manner in which such acts, records, and proceedings shall be proved,
and the effect thereof.

Section 2 'The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all privileges an 4 immunities

of citizens in the several States.

A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or other crime, vl
from justice, and be found in another State, shall on demand of the execttive
ity of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the State hav
jurisdiction of the crime.

. MNﬂ Person held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof; escaping 1170 }
;; sf;};zméf? ence of any law ikl egulation therein, be discharged from such sei jce or labor
¢ delivered up on claim of the party to whom such service or labor ni be ave:

10 Shﬂ” ﬂEE’
quthor-
ing

]{]0

e
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be formed by the junction of two or more States, or
v S}fatcﬂnscﬂt of the legislatures of the States concerned a5 w
the €
oul

The Congress shall have power to dispose of and make 4]

‘ needful ryjes and regy-
s respecting the territory or other property belonging to
jatiof "%

the Uniteq States; and
.- in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any claimg of the
not}izzgstatcsj or of any particular State.
Untt

..n4 The United States shall guarantee to eve
S’ft}f}fm of government, and shall protect each o
can

lication of the legislature, or of the executive
apgvcﬂed)’ against domestic violence.

ry State in this Unjop 4 republi-
t them against Invasion; and on

(When the legislature cannot be
co

Article V

The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses shall deem it necessary, shall
ropose amendments to this Constitution, or, on the application of the legislatures
Ef rwo-thirds of the several States, shall call a convention for Proposing amendmencs

which,in either case, shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of thiy Constitution,
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of

in three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other m
by the Congress; provided that no amendments
one thousand eight hundred and eight shall in 4
clauses in the ninth section of the first article; and th
shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.

Article VI

All debts contracted and engagements enter

Constitution, shall be as valid against the Unj
under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the laws of the U

pursuance thereof; and all treaties made, or whi

of the United States, shall be the supreme law o
shall be bound thereby,

trary notwithstanding,

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and
several State legislatures, and all executive and

States and of the several States, shall be bound by cath or affirmation to support this

Constitution; but no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office
or public trust under the United States.

ed into, before the adoption of this
ted States under this Constitution, as

nited States which shall be made in
ch shall be made, under the authority

f the land; and the judges in every State
anything in the Constitution or laws of any State to the con-

the members of the

judicial officers, both of the United

Article VIi

The ratification of the conventions of nine States shall be sufficient for the establish-
ment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the same.

Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the States present, the seven-
teenth da

Cighty

Witne

y of September in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
“Seven and of the Independence of the United States of America the twelfth. In
$s Whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names.
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George Washington
PRESIDENT AND DEPUTY FROM VIRGINIA
North Carolina

New HmPShif’E New ]ersey De:lawm d Wrilli'lf‘{*t H]f}unt

John Laﬂgdon William Livingston Georg:.? s Rir:hz‘;r(i 1}’-11."11'3"1

Nicholas Gilman  David Brearley Gunning S, U
Bedford, Jr. Spaig:s

William Paterson
Hugh \‘& 1] 1 41YS0D

M " .
NaS}faC_hlllSGetts Jonathan Dayton John Dickinson
el G ; Richard Bassett South Carolina
Rufus King Pennsylvania Jacob Broom hn Rutledoc
: Benjamin Franklin John Rutleage
Cc?n.ncctlcut Thomas Mifflin Maryland Ch;:,lrlﬁ'h; { otesworth
Wl”f LS Robert Morris James McHenry _h ]Jim:‘”fl"
" Jo rgsl?n George Clymer Daniel of St. | C.harlt*s Pinckney
oger Sherman Thomas Thomas Jenifer  Pierce Butler
New York FitzSimons Daniel Carroll Georgia
Alexander Jared Ingersoll Virginia William Few
Hamilton James Wilson hn Blai Abraham Baldwi
John Blair raham Balawin

verneur Morris .
Gouverneu James Madison, Jr.
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Amendments to the Constitution

(including the six unratified amendments)

Although the first ten amendments to the Constitution are commonly known as the

Bill of Rights, only Amendments 1-8 actually provide guarantees of individual rights.

Amendments 9 and 10 deal with the structure of power within the constitutional

system. The Bill of Rights was promised to appease Antifederalists who refused to
ratify the Constitution without guarantees of individual liberties and limitations to
federal power. After studying more than two hundred amendments recommended by
the ratifying conventions of the states, Federalist James Madison presented a list of
seventeen to Congress, which used Madison’s list as the foundation for the twelve
amendments that were sent to the states for ratification. Ten of the twelve were adopted
in 1791. The first on the list of twelve, known as the Reapportionment Amendment,
was never adopted (see page A-19). The second proposed amendment was adopted
in 1992 as Amendment 27 (see page A-20).

Amendment |

Congress shal_l make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of ;he Fl)'E:SS' or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the govemmentpfor aj redress
of grievances.

Amendment |l

A well-regulated militia being necessary to the securi |
people to keep and bear arms shall not be in ﬁ'inge; ity of a free State, the right of the

Ll



