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PERSPECTIVES: Strangers in a Strange Land

which they were the

Bata appe patron gods. In this sto

ry, the old n Aoil o ] .
ar as human characters who sh nyth has been humanized; Anubis it

ARt Tl ok o . arc? some traits with their divine namesakes. This <

P Etisans :?:pz~ r}\lls }:vnttpn by a scribe named Ennana, who lived around 1200 S;(lf)éy

B 4 Y whether Ennana was the tale’s author. was copying a et
g down a popular tale told in ¢ 5

earthly realism, with a hi

conflict.

n older work, or wag
+ he marketplace. In any case, the story mixes magical an(‘i
ghly developed presentation of familial tensions and psychological

The Two Brothers!

It is said, there were two brothers, of the same mother and the same fath i
was the name gf the elder, and Bata the name of the younger. As for Anubi:,r.hgﬁgglz
house and a wife; and his young brother was with him as if he were a son. He was the
one who m.ade clothes for him, and he went behind his cattle to the fields. He was the
one Who did the plowing, and he harvested for him. He was the one who did for him
all kinds of labor in the fields. Indeed, his young brother was an excellent man. There
was none like him in the whole land, for a god’s strength was in him.

Now when many days had passed, his young brother [was tending] his cattle ac-
cording to his daily custom. And he [returned] to his house in the evening, laden with
all kinds of field plants, and with milk, with wood. and with every [good thing] of the
field. He placed them before his [elder brother]. as he was sitting with his wife. Then
he drank and ate and [went to sleep in] his stable among his cattle.

Now when it had dawned and another day had come, [he took foods] that were
cooked and placed them before his elder brother. Then he took bread for himself for
the fields. and he drove his cattle to let them eat in the fields. He walked behind his
cattle, and they would say to him: “The grass is good in such-and-such a plgce.” And
he heard all they said and took them to the place of good grass that they desired. Thus
the cattle he tended became exceedingly fine, and they increased their offspring very

much. .
Now at plowing time his elder b

ready for us for plowing, for the soil ha

rother said to him: “Have a team of oxen made
s emerged and is right for plowing. Also, come

to the field with seed, for we shall start plowing tgmorrow.” So he said goht}im. Then
the young brother made all the preparations that his elder brother had tolth 1frré] o
i had come, they went to the Il
hen it had dawned and another day ‘ ;
th 'rlj:e\t/i :ns began to plow. And their hearts were very pl}?asfédlglig thl; z;vjo;:et(llli);
puf’ 2 hey were in the field, they 3
~ And many days later, wl?en t“ st
47 undertafll(: I;ent his young brother. saying: “Hurry, fetch us s_ee@ from }tlkzi‘iarvll—l ; Eaid
se.ed- i ther found the wife of his elder brother seated braiding he;der b}mher i
Hl;yog‘néel:fp give me seed, so that I may hurry to the field, for my e
" ] & §
:/)aiting for me. Don’t delay. She sai

d to him: “Go, open the storeroom and fetch
t. Don’t make me leave my hairdo unfinished. 49
I ed his stable an

d fetched a large vessel, for he wished t fak
GEb Spa i - with barley and emmer? and came ©0
Then the YO He loaded himself wit y A
a great quamit . . «How much is what you hav? on i)rlxoall D
:th it, Thereup mer and two sacks of barley, five o
with 1t. her: ““Three sacks of em ing: “There is great
He said to et

- i sayl

ds in 2. A kind of wheat.
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The Two Brothers

took

> oot Up-
e ill be

im as a man.
» And she desired to know him as a m B o
“Come, let us spend an hour lying (02
you.”

anger OV

; igor daily.
ou. 1 see your vigor it
f him, and said to him: *( ‘
hOk:j(;‘or you. And I will make fine clothes ff)r -
o Then the youth became like a leopa;d. xrr:ul;rl;d oy O
to him; and she became very rightened. ‘ 2
had Zs'z(iieke a mother to me; and your husband is like a father tc; xBO s g
(r::; [ has raised me. What is this great wrong y(;u s'ald to ;nfr;)m e i
in! B i it to ¢ 1 will not let it com '
e pheriyeioie & ff to the field. He reached his elder brother,
his elder brother ré-

¥ ic is load; he went O
man.” He picked up his load; | s o 40
and they began to work at their task. When evening el e s gn
em sleep in their stable in

wrned to his house. And his young brother tendled his catt
things of the field. and drove his cattle before him to let th

the village.
Now the wife of his eld

ech she

wicked spe
e “1_ooK,

r, saying:
He who is older

er brother was afraid on account of the speech she had

made. So she took fat and grease and made herself appear as if she had been beaten, i1
order to tell her husband, “It was your young brother who beat me.” Her husband re-
wrned in the evening according to his daily custom. He reached his house and found
his wife lying down and seeming ill. She did not pour water over his hands in the
usual manner: nor had she lit a fire for him. His house was in darkness, and she lay
vomiting.

Her husband said to her: “Who has had words with you?” She said to him: “No
one has had words with me except your young brother. When he came to take seed to
you, he found me sittin_g alone. He s.aid to me: ‘Come, let us spend an hour lying to-
gether; |OOSC;1 your braids.’ So he said tq me. But I would not listen to him. ‘Am I not
y‘our mgther. Is your elder brother not like a father to you?’ So 1 said to him. He be-
came frightened and he beat me, so as to prevent me from telling you. Now if
hlm llYe, I shall die! Look, when he returns, do [not let him live]y' F ‘ 10 T ,y"F’ let
this evil design which he was about to carry out in the morning.” T

.Then his elder brother became like a | :

With his spegr.
Then his youn
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YOu are. I sh: ot be with

N;Wl shlqll £0 to the Valley of t)’h‘)ellpz?ny more. I shal] not be in th

when it d; 1ne. 2 In the :

gazed at the ()therd‘fr“k’]ned and anothey d place ip Which
coming after me t;) kiﬁn the youth rebuked his elqe b ¢-Harakhij haq rise
am yet your young by .me wrongfully, without h; I brother, Saying: “What ;
mother to me, e 100l and you ay li naving listened to

T o me. Is it not g0 that wh ¢ like a father 1o me
me: ‘Come, let us ik when [ wag ;

- : d an
for you into s
and ik Wife:_nj::clie;;hfng' " Then he let him i
wrongfully >ore by Pre-Harakhti, saying: “As to y(;\lIl)IP e g
B . ; omi 3
fi reed knife, mony of a filthy whore!” q‘ietg tlx(;“tomle(
0.

4y had come, anq Pr
1, one

brother was on account of the crocodiles.

! Thtenlhis you]rllg brother called to him, saying:
not also recall something good. or s : .
to your home and tend yourgcﬁttle. for 10;11:}1“:& l:t‘:y[i:i\}lxz d(l)::ef(‘;rhyou? ik
shall go to the Valley of the Pine. But what you shall do for rril)e is to czireuey;)rl:dalre.i
after me, when you learn that something has happened to me. I shall take out my h(e):rt
and place it on top of the blossom of the pine. If the pine is cut down and falls to the
ground, you shall come to search for it. If you spend seven years searching for it, let
your heart not be disgusted. And when you find it and place it in a bowl of cool water,
I shall live to take revenge on him who wronged me. You will know that something
has happened to me when one puts a jug of beer in your hand and it ferments. Do not
delay at all when this happens to you.” : 3
Then he went away to the Valley of the Pine; and his elder brother'wem to his
his hand on his head and smeared with dirt. When he reached his house, he
d sat mourning for his young brother.

“If you recall something evil, wil]

home,

i his wife, cast her to the dogs, an ‘ ‘
kmeﬁloiv many days after this, his young brother was in the Valley of the Pine. There

was no one with him, and he spent the days hunting desir't g;n;:t. Inatsh; meg;ggr t:: arney'
. i hose blossom his heart was. f
sleep under the pine on top of wh ' e
ziumf get (l))tsllitl?t z}: mansion for himself with his own hand in the Valley of the
ays

L S household. d-
. ings. for he wanted to setup a alked about
wuhé“rﬁglogd;:t“;gf his mansion, he encountered ?;Ennzaﬁ‘;;s ltrlll elen"::on saying: "
o ; Ennead addresse o bof the
gl tire land. Then the : £t your town on accoun
ministering the en Jone here, having left ¥ edof
are you alone : SHE T are avenged
Bata, Bull o:; .thC Eﬁ?:gér brgther? He has killed his wife aqd you bt said 0
wife of Anubis. Y0

him, Pre- :
» And as they felt very Som:l;fg’r'[‘hen Khnum made & €%

: ne to you. live alo ole land:
fhe wr()r:% d'O~hion a wife for Bata. th,at i "ﬁf)d than any woman I ; ‘fi her, an
Khnum:* “Fas peautiful in body <even Hathors® came 10 §

nion for 'him
for (the fluid a8
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;j:::rl 8:‘8 <natch you

: all
- 1 g it l Shd
he blossom of the pine. But if another find

e ; g

all his thoughts. ¢ o his daily

s ;1(:::6];;:1 had gone hunting accf)ril‘(rltgtof S biouse.

stroll under the pine which was ne’ ) nd entere d

fore it
nd her, and she started to run befo i And the

G r me
e, saying: Catch her fo g m'the

nd MY heart lies on top ()ff
= oht with him.” Then he re»e'a‘
e Now many days after this, W
oung girl went out to

stom, the Y : /
e the sea surging behi

Then she saW

e he pin :
ce. Thereupon the sea called to t : g A
her h:;u(;;f away a lock of her hair. Then the :ﬁea br()gghttltotff)th egi’(};Lk g 4160
p;ncee of the washermen of Pharaoh. Thereafter the scen saying
a

: . ashermen,

clothes of Pharaoh. And the king quarreled Y‘wth the royal wwith them every day.
ﬂ:zm of ointment is in the clothes of Pharaoh!
2

.v did not know what to do. i sore on ac-
g [%:Z chief of the royal washermen went to the shore. his heart very

: .« standing on the
count of the daily quarrel with h.im. Thgn he realized that hé ‘:’]‘:Zn:?;o d fwn. and
shore opposite the lock of hair which was 1n the water. He had so1 : Pharaoh.
hhoraes bP;ought to him. Its scent was found to be very sweet, and he toc? k‘:; v Pharaoh:
Then the learned scribes of Pharaoh were summoned, and Fbey sai t:)hcre i
«As for this lock of hair, it belongs to a daughter of Pre-Harakhti in whom : ;0 i
fluid of every god. It is a greeting to you from another country. Let envoys 2—““ S
every foreign land to search for her. As for the envoy who goes to the Valley 0 b3 o
Pinc. let many men go with him to fetch her.” His majesty said: “What you have said
is very good.” And they were sent. :

Now many days after this, the men who had gone abroad returned to report to his
majesty. But those who had gone to the Valley of the Pine did not return, for Bata had
killed them, leaving only one of them to report to his majesty. Then his majesty sent
many soldiers and charioteers to bring her back, and with them was a woman into
whose hand one had given all kinds of beautiful ladies’ jewelry. The woman returned
to Egypt with her, and there was jubilation for her in the entire land. His majesty
:2\:21 Sfrt (;/i;);k \ée}rly much, and he gave her the rank of Great La.dy. He spoke with her

' er till abouF her husbanfi, and she said to his majesty: “Have the
pine felled and cut up.” The king sent soldiers with their tools to fell the pi

reached the pine, they felled the blossom on which was Bata’ it Per gy
pistos s ch was Bata’s heart, and he fell dead

When it had dawned and the next day had c
ﬁgusls, t}.le elder. brother of Bata, entered }lllis ho ey

4s given a jug of beer, and it fermented.

He quarreled

it W

pine had been felled.
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sh his ~
He was giv =

- He went to search fi
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n&ie i{; siem three years searching for it withouz(f)‘::cllginbmcr w5, > g
“Ushal depart 1€ fourth year, his heart longed to retupy § .
MOITow.” So he said in his heart. Whep i ;!na:iodfgypt. — h:ﬂodm' ‘
X whned and ,
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and Spent the day searching for j
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p ] 4t dawned ang St A
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sete bt thek]nw, e o3 ' .
'i“n and rejoiced over him very Iil,lcills‘HHLS Majesty was informeq about h;
< great marvel.” Apq there wag jUb“z;tion :

than anyone else in the whole land.

Now when many days : :
was, and began to SpZ i t)(]) h};iflsﬁifsi;egq"‘lieozﬁt?ed the k't,Che'E’ sloodnwhere the Lady
are you?” He said to Nl Bata..l kno“; t;;]: ‘)Lc;t alive!” She said t'o him: “Who
Pharaoh, it was on account of me, so that I should not l?\?ey EU l}(adl the pine f_elled for
a bull.” The Lady became very frightened because of ll{e 00K, L am yet alive! [ g
made to her. Then he left the kitchen. A "pecch.het: hushand:had

i His majesty sat down to a day of feasting with her. She poured drink for his
majesty, and he was very happy with her. Then she said to his majesty: “Swear to me
by God, saying: ‘Whatever she will say, I will listen to it!"* He listened to all that she
said: “Let me eat of the liver of this bull: for he is good for nothing.” So she said to
him. He became very vexed over what she had said, and the heart of Pharaoh was
Very sore.

When it had dawned and another day had come, the king proclaimed a great of-
fering, namely, the sacrifice of the bull. He sent one of the chief royal slaughterers to
sacrifice the bull. And when he had been sacrificed and was carried on the shoulders
of the men, he shook his neck and let fall two drops of blood beside the two ﬂ(lioorﬁo[silt:
of his majesty, one on the one side of the great portal of Pharaoh, and the o 'Ie'l: 0 &

i i io Persea trees, each of them outstanding. Then
Shpehang g'rew mt'(I)' tWob:)glglz'ersea trees have grown this night—a great marvel
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The Joseph Story
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The Joseph Story

Ist millennium B.C.E.

The biblical story of Joseph gives a fascinating comparison to “The Story of Sinuhe™ as Joseph
is shown making the same migration in reverse, building a successful life in Egypt as Sinuhe
does in Palestine. The Joseph story serves as a bridge between the history of the patriarchs and
matriarchs of Israel (Genesis 12-36) and the story of Moses and the flight from Egypt in the
Book of Exodus. It may have been written in the cosmopolitan court of Solomon in the late
900s B.C.E., or it may be of a later date. It looks back to a period sometime between 1700 and
1300 B.C.E. when Hebrew clans or tribes were periodically working in the Nile delta of northern
Egyp:j——perhags grivin ?cguh, like Joseph and his family, by drought in Palestine—and where,
according to the Book of Exodus, they graduall bec: slaves i "

ing theirgway back to Palestine. 15 iy, flecing Egypt and mak-

7. He died. Bata is now king 8 The
5 . eod of wrig;
ng.
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The Book of Ruth!
CHAPTER 1

In the days when the Jjudges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a man from
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in
the country of Moab.? The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name Naomi, and
the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from
Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there.

Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons.
They married Moabite women, one named Orpal} and the other Ruth. After they }lleag
lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was

i nd.
W‘thg“/’;:: rsltl‘:(;lszfds i?lngd}:)zgl]tﬁzsi?z:he Lorp had come to the aid of his peol[:(l:]:n Zy ff;(r)r;
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So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Mqabltess. her daugh
ter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.

CHAPTER 2

Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, from the clan of Elimelech, a man
of standing, whose name was Boaz.

And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Let me g0 to the fields and pick up the
leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.”
~ Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” So she
in the fields behind the harvesters. As it turneqd out, she
field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elime]

Just then Boaz arrived from Bethleh
i em and greeted t

“The LorD bless you!” they called back.
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omi. She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among me back from, Moab with
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Then ‘Rulh told her mother-in-law about the one at whose place she had been
working. “The name of the man I worked with today is Boaz,” she said.

“The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law. “The Lorp has not
stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead.” She added, “That man is
our close relative; he is one of our kinsman-redeemers.”

Then Ruth the Moabitess said, “He even said to me, ‘Stay with my workers until
they finish harvesting all my grain.”” :

Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will be good for you, my daughter, to

: A e y ight be harmed.”

o with his girls, because in someone else s field you mig ¢
g So Ruth stayed close to the servant glrls.of Boaz to ,glt?an1 until the barley and
wheat harvests were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law.
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Then she told her everything Boaz had done for her and addcd.. He gave me
these six measures of barley, saying, ‘Don’t go back to your mother-in-law empty-
handed.””
Then Naomi said, “Wait, my daughter, until you find out what happens. For the
man will not rest until the matter is settled today.”
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This, then, is the family line of Perez:

Perez was the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,

Ram the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz,

Boaz the father of Obed,

Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of David.
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PRONUNCIATIONS:
Achaians: ah-k A1-uns
Achilleus: ah-KILL-yuss
Agunemnon: agg-ah-MEM-nohn
Aias: EYE-ahs
Athene: ah—THEE-nay
Atreides: ah-TRAY-deez
Atreus: AY-tree-us
Briseis: bre-SEE-iss
Chryseis: cry-SEE-iss
Circe: SEER-say
Danaans: DAY-nay-uns
Hektor: HEK-tor
Hephaistos: heh-Fys-tohs
Hermes: HER-meez
Menelaus: men-eh-LAY-us
Nausicaa: now-SEE-kay-ah
Odysseus: oh-DISS-yuss
Patroklos: pah-TRO-klos
Peleus: PEAL-yuss
Penelope: pen-EL-oh-pee
Phaiacia: fie-Ay-sha
Phoibus: fo-EE-bus
Polyphemos: poll-ee-FEE-mos
Priam: PRY-am
Telemakhos: tel-EH-ma-khos
Thetis: THEH-tiS
Xanthus: ZAN-thus

from The Iliad!
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[THE WRATH OF ACHILLES]
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So he spoke. and the old man in terror obeyed him
and went silently away beside the murmuring sea beach.
Over and over the old man prayed as he walked in solitude
to King Apollo, whom Leto of the lovely hair bore: “Hear me,
lord of the silver bow who set your power about Chryse
and Killa the sacrosanct, who are lord in strength over Tenedos,
Smintheus, if ever it pleased your heart that I built your temple,
if ever it pleased you that I burned all the rich thigh pieces
of bulls, of goats, then bring to pass this wish I pray for:
let your arrows make the Danaans? pay for my tears shed.”
So he spoke in prayer, and Phoibos Apollo heard him,
and strode down along the pinnacles of Olympos, angered
in his heart, carrying across his shoulders the bow and the hoo@ed
quiver; and the shafts clashed on the shoulders of the god walking

angrily. He came as night comes down and knelt then
apart and opposite the ships and let go an arrow.

the bow of silver.
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he can be made willing to beat the bane aside from us.

He spoke thus and sat down again, and among them stood up
ters,

Kalchas, Thestor’s son, far the best of the bird interpre o g ad i
who knew all things that were, the things to come and tl}e things past.
who guided into the land of Ilion? the ships of the Achaians
through that seercraft of his own that Phoibos Apollo gave him.
He in kind intention toward all stood forth and addressed them:
“You have bidden me, Achilleus beloved of Zeus, to explain to
you this anger of Apollo the lord who strikes from afar. Then
I will speak; yet make me a promise and swear before me
readily by word and work of your hands to defend me.,
since [ believe I shall make a man angry who holds great kingship
over the men of Argos, and all the Achaians obey him.
For a king when he is angry with a man beneath him is too strong,
and suppose even for the day itself he swallow down his anger
ge stx!l l;]eeps bitterness that remains until its fulfilment :
eep in .is chest. Speak forth then, tell me if you wi - »
£ Then in answer again spoke Achilleus of tge swilt!tl f‘::llgeu —
Speak, interpreting whatever you know, and fear nothi .
In the name of Apollo beloved of Zeus to wh T
make your prayers when you interpret the o:})m vty
no man so long as [ am alive aboy, i agd s” will to the Danaans,
shall lay the weight of his hands on you ben see daylight
n(;lt one of all the Danaans, even if y):)u me::ldf\the hollow ships,
who now clai ame
claims to be far the greatest of al} thegAch&:iIaux::.i“ ’
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A § iliant swift-footed Achilleus;
Son of Atreus, most lordly, greediest for gain of all r p
how shall the great-hearted Achaians give you a prizenne:\:v"'
There is no great store of things lying about I know of. ,
BI:JI what we took from the cities by storm has been di;tributed'
1t 1s unbecoming for the people to call back things once given. ‘
No, for the present give the girl back to the god; we Achaians
thrice and four times over will repay you, if ever Zeus gives
into our hands the strong-walled citadel of Troy to be plundered.”
Then in answer again spoke powerful Agamemnon:
“Not that way, good fighter though you be, godlike Achilleus,

strive to cheat, for you will not deceive, you will not persuade me.

What do you want? To keep your own prize and have me sit here
lacking one? Are you ordering me to give this girl back?
Either the great-hearted Achaians shall give me a new prize
chosen according to my desire to atone for the girl lost,
or else if they will not give me one I myself shall take her,
your own prize, or that of Aias, or that of. Qdys'seus, .
going myself in person; and he w}_lom I v:sn.wﬂl be bitter.
Still, these are things we shall dehbc_rate again hereaftgr.
Come, now, we must haul a bflaclf shq()i do:vg nt(;’ (t)l:;dbgght sea,
assemble rowers enough for it, and pu .
tz;fedh‘:scfgmb, and the girl herself, Chrysem of thfehfarxr cheeks,
and let there be one responsible man in charge of her,
i ‘¢ or I[domeneus or brilliant Od.ysﬁeus,
pithae @ M & I most terrifying of all men,
or you yourself. son of Peleus,
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Now I am returning to Phthia, since it is much better_
to go home again with my curved ships, and I am minded no k)ngir
to stay here dishonoured and pile up your wealth and your luxury.

Then answered him in turn the lord of men Agamemnon:
“Run away by all means if your heart drives you. I will not
entreat you to stay here for my sake. There are others with me
who will do me honour, and above all Zeus of the counsels.
To me you are the most hateful of all the kings whom the gods love.
Forever quarrelling is dear to your heart, and wars and battles;
and if you are very strong indeed, that is a god’s gift.
Go home then with your own ships and your own companions,
II)e al}((mg over the Myrmidons. 1 care nothing about you.

take no account of your anger. But here
Even as Phoibos Apollo is tagkjng away mlys gll’z,r;l;;?:t to you.
I'shall convey her back in my own ship, with m v
followers; but I shall take the fair—cheel;ed Briseyiso =
your prize, I myself goj ’
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If any man obeys the gods, they listen to him alsol.r"
He spoke, and laid his heavy hand on the silver sword hilt
and thrust the great blade back i A
h g e back into the scabbard nor disobeyed
the word of Athene. And she went back again to Olympos
to the house of Zeus of the aegis with the other divinities.
But Peleus.‘ son once again in words of derision
spoke tq Atreides, and did not yet let go of his anger:
“You wine sack, with a dog’s eyes, with a deer’s heart. Never
once have you taken courage in your heart to arm with your people
for battle, or go into ambuscade with the best of the Achaians.
No, for in such things you see death. Far better to your mind
is it, all along the widespread host of the Achaians
to take away the gifts of any man who speaks up against you.
King who feed on your people, since you rule nonentities;
otherwise, son of Atreus, this were your last outrage.
But 1 will tell you this and swear a great oat}.J upon it:
in the name of this sceptre, which never agan will bear leaf nor
branch, now that it has left behind the cut stump in the mguntams,
nor shall it ever blossom again, since the bronze blade stripped
bark and leafage, and now at last the sons A
it i ir hands in state when they administer
carry it in their th before you:
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or Theseus, Aigeus’ son, in the likeness of the immortals.

These were the strongest generation of earth-born mortals,
the strongest, and they fought against the strongest, the beast men
living within the mountains, and terribly they destroyed them.
I was of the company of these men, coming from Pylos,
a long way from a distant land, since they had summoned me.
And I fought single-handed, yet against such men no one
of the mortals now alive upon earth could do battle. And also
these listened to the counsels I gave and heeded my bidding.
Do you also obey, since to be persuaded is better.
You, great man that you are, yet do not take the girl away
b.ut let her be, a prize as the sons of the Achaians gave her
first. .Nor, son of Peleus, think to match Your strength with
the king, since never equal with the rest is the orti
of the sceptred king to whom Zeus gives P g
though you are the s e
: ¢ stronger man, and the mother ho bore
immortal, a1z you was
yetis this man greater who is 1o
Son of Atreus, give up your ang::-og\:nr?om Synd Pl
to give over your bitterness against AchillZ\r:;r ehat on
starr}(:ls as a great bulwark of battle oyer all the s
N in answer again spoke pow: .
" . e i
Yes, old sir, all this you have saqq o - - E20eMnON:
Witk oead ; aid 1s fair order]
ere 1s a man who wishes to be -
who wish above all others
1shes to hold power over 11 +
a »andtobck)rdof

all, and give them their orders, yet 1 think one wilj
Hinot obey by
Y himy,

studded with golden n e i
raged still on the other sl e,] o
th; fair-spoken rose up: the‘ u; w(;rds :
from whose lips the streams O

d he was kin d them:
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yet e
rltgey haye Sll.ngg ay
& . 1v € mg
“S " look; A iy a spear
.20 myg; I & At him g € right ¢ Pearmgp,
if | j cal AKly b o abus;
Musg o led of p,, Mlliang A Skl
Tell o Y oute Nt ang 5 oo, > ANSwe
1y, a cowarq Ted hipy,
Commg do theg You may p,
S, Sine hlng e Ppen to give
l?d put ay MY part ha Ut give me p n?o .
With My hange 1 O though AVe N0 intentioy g op
4 nds gnts thjg 0 obe
Will not fia Y you,
But Of a 1Eh! fo o
all th sinc ’
ship, yoy Shaell;)ther things that mee nyfu (ke her avay
Ome, ¢ én s nothing away g ey fast b kave 3
g » Only try it, thay these Ogdlmt My pleasure,

while Atreus’ son ¢ -
And they washed itoezfiv:}l'saiilogifetx rtvlisilv:gi:leeir' df mﬁmem'
. S n o
gf’*gﬂd?z; gccsglpl;shed perfect hecatombs to /fpoll(: i
The savour ogf lheb s ong the beach of the barren salt sea.
g . urning swept in circles up to the bright sky.
I s these were busy about the army. But Agamemnon
did not give up his anger and the first threat he made to Achilleus,
but to Talthybios he gave his orders and Eurybates
who were heralds and hard-working henchmen to him: “Go now
to the shelter of Peleus’ son Achilleus, to bring back
Briseis of the fair cheeks leading her by the hand. And if he
will not give her, I must come in person to take her
with many men behind me, and it will be the worse for him.”
He spoke and sent them forth with this strong order upon them.
nst their will beside the beach of the barren
e shelters and the ships of the Myrmidons.?
The man himself they found beside his shelter and his black ship
sitting. And Achilleus took no joy at al_l when l:ie ;len lt]hemo
These two terrified and in awe of the ll;mg Sl(:x(éstion . ri ;
quietly, and did not spe s wqrd ri# wrrlaa;;fan and spoke first:
But he knew the whole matter in his 0 ' , e
; of Zeus and of morta
“Welcome, heralds, messengers o ioht, but Agamemnon
Draw near. You are not to blame in my sigit.

ho sent the two of you here for the sake of the girl Briseis.
who s

They went agai
salt sea, and came to th
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:] forth
pring the 1
ous Palf"klol';:gway. yet let them b€
o be ta he sight of morta
o eful destruction
acrifice

witnesses

Go then, illustri i
and give her to these 2
in thce sight of the blesse.d 2o
men, and of this cruel King,
there shall be need of me t0 D¢ e makes;m
e rest. For sur e
‘f\rno(;nhg}nroetswit enough to 100K behm'd a:ld e st perist
;hut thé Achaians fighting beside their ships o ki
B ave her
So he spoke, and Patroklos O . o
He led forth from the hut Briseis Ay o S Lk
O iy still. But Achilleus
and the woman all unwilling went with therrl:iAg Co.mpanions
weeping went and sat in sOrrow ?pagrf;;og:lt (;n i bz
i ch of ey sea looKi ) ’
ket his hands he called on his motber.
: h a short life,
1d grant me

Many times stretching forth ¥
“Since, my mother, you bore me to be a man wit
little.

therefore Zeus of the loud thunder on Olympos shou
honour at least. But now he has given me not even a
ow the son of Atreus, powerful Agamemnon, ; 4 2
ll:las dishonoured me, sinl;e he has taken away my prizeé :and keeps 1t.
So he spoke in tears and the lady his mother heard hm'l
as she sat in the depths of the sea at the side of her aged father,
and lightly she emerged like a mist from the grey water.
She came and sat beside him as he wept, and stroked him
with her hand and called him by name and spoke to him: “Why then,
child, do you lament? What sorrow has come to your heart now?
Tell me, do not hide it in your mind, and thus we shall both know.™
Sighing heavily Achilleus of the swift feet answered her:
“You know; since you know why must I tell you all this?
We went.against Thebe, the sacred city of Eétion,
and the city we sacked, and carried everything back to this place,
an?i tfhe Zotns of the A}cl:haiaéls made a fair distribution
and for Atreus’ son they chose out Chryseis i
Then Chryses, priest of him who strikez froxr(: fag: 1::;;]}1‘56 =
came beside the fast shi?s of .the bronze-armoured Achaia;xs t
back his daughter, carrying gifts beyond count and holdj ¥ S SR
in his hands wound on a staff of gold the ribbo P
Lvho strikes from afar, and supplicated all the Xcshzt;a?lpoﬂo
ut above all Atreus’ two son >
Then all the rest of the Achai:x’xihcergdarsha'ls e poopla.
that the priest be respected and the shin’m g
yet this pleased not the heart of Atrcus’mg ransom be taken;
but harshly he sent him away with e Agamemnon,
The old man went back again in ana strong order upon him,
listened to his prayer, since he was &%, but Apalid
the wicked arrow against the Argiv::riggu to him,
were dying one after another while the gOd‘l!.m.’W =

ds, in t

erish.’

6. The sea-nymph Thetis.
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us, but all men
In strength than his father
down by Kronion, '

Aigaios’ son
3 < .bu[he' ores
He rejoicing in the lls . iy
sodith glory of it sat
o ¢ rest of the blessed gods
it be.mde him and take his knees and remi i
PGV iferhagt he vt gl mind him of these things
and pin the Achaians ga k agai S
o ﬂ; c : against the ships and the water,
b i s they rr'ldy all have profit of their own kin
.' reus’ son wide-ruling Agamemnon may recognize 7
his mad.ness, that he Qid no honour to the best of the Achaians.”
Thglls answer?d him then letting the tears fall: “Ah me, '
my child. Your birth was bitterness. Why did I raise you?
If only you could sit by your ships untroubled, not weeping,
since indeed your lifetime is to be short, of no length.
Now it has befallen that your life must be brief and bitter
beyond all men’s. To a bad destiny I bore you in my chambers.

But I will go to cloud-dark Olympos and ask this

thing of Zeus who delights in the thunder. Perhaps he will do it.

Do you therefore continuing to sit by your swift S%lips‘

be angry at the Achaians and stay away from all fighting.

For Zeus went to the blameless Aithiopians at the .Ocesfm

yesterday to feast, and the rest of the gods werglwuh him.
{ i .oming back to Olympos.

n the twelfth day he will be coming - ;
:?nd then I will go for your sake to the house of Zeus, bronze founde
and take him by the knees and [ think I can persuade gx:llm

So speaking she went away from fhat place gnd l; ik
sorrowing in his heart for the sake of the fair-girdled W

were frightened and gave up binding him
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1. But ¢
wil 2, pecatom

ur .
?hem in the plack

they were takin eying 24

b
, near {0 &~ f6)
e drew near 12 = o many-ho o
hey were ide th s and Stowe
d gather®

whom
meanwhil
These when t
took down an
ship, y el
Jet dmr:/n mast by the fpwsFagz' 12;:1 Sy
easily, and rowed her 11 wit \ ‘nég =
They threw over the anchor st .‘ :
and themselves stepped out o1 to
and led forth the hecatomb tO
and Chryseis herself stzpp.e :
Odysseus of the many ey:mgns :
and left her in het father’s arms and sp(f)l:nen ro
“Chryses, I was sent here by the lord n? ™ pi i
to lead back your daughter and accompit® propitiate

to Apollo on behalf of the Danaans, that we mf‘y APEEEE
the lord who has hea

ed unhappiness .

He spoke. and lef:) her in his arms. And he received %Iadrlr?'b
his beloved child. And the men arranged the sacred hecdt?‘t ’
for the god in orderly fashion around the strong—founded altar.
Next they washed their hands and took up t

he scattering barley. ;
Standing among them with lifted arms Chryses prayed in a great voice:
“Hear me, lord of the silver bow, who set your pOwer

about
Chryse and Killa the sacrosanct, W

-h
. into the mast crutd

ng-
oorng o stern cables
peach.

ssel.

guided her to the altar
e a word 10 him:

memnon

ho are lord in strength over

Tenedos; if once before you listened to my prayers
and did me honour and smote strongly the host of the Achaians,
so one more time bring to pass the wish that I pray for.
Beat aside at last the shameful plague from the Danaans.”
So he spoke in prayer, and Phoibos Apollo heard him.
And when all had made prayer and flung down the scattering barley

first they drew back the victims’ heads and slaughtered them and skinned

them,
and cut away the meat from the thighs and wra i
. : pped them in fat,
making a double fold, and laid shreds of flesh upon them t
The old man burned these on a cleft stick and poured the'gleam'mg

wine over, while the young men with forks in their hands stood about hi
' im.

But when they had burned the thi i :

they cut all the remainder into piegc};sp :;::; Ss;irt‘?ectla tslt\ed e

and roasted all carefully and took off the pieces )

Then after they had finished the work and got ﬁ;e feas

té\zty fe;asted, nor was any man’s hunger denied a faei?t re:.sdy

. when they hgd put away _thcir desire for eatin pom-on_.
young men filled the mixing bowls with pu x gnd eing

s porion t all. when they had offered NS S

ay long they propitiated the god with si n‘lhe Wi,
chammg a splendid hymn to Apollo, thes —
singing to the one who works from ;;f © young Achaians,

Afterwards when the sun ar. who listened j
sun went down and dacionsas In gladness.

p ; Came omwarg
hey lay down and slept beside the ship's stern cabl
ables
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For this amon

his knees, but took hi | otions
and spoke in Supplicell?;ol;nt?)eg:; t;et:se chin with her right hand
“F{ither Zeus, if ever before in word orsaocr:i(())fl g
I did b b favour among the immortals, now grant what I
Now give honour to my son short-lived be g
g yond all other
moﬁals. Since even now the lord of men Agamemnon
dishonours him, who has taken away his prize and keeps it.
Zeus of the counsels, lord of Olympos, now do him honour.
So long put strength into the Trojans, until the Achaians
give my son his rights, and his honour is increased among them.”
She spoke thus. But Zeus who gathers the clouds made no answer
but sat in silence a long time. And Thetis, as she had taken
his knees, clung fast to them and urged once more her question:
“Bend your head and promise me to accomplish this thing,
or else refuse it, you have nothing to fear, that I may know
am the most dishonoured of all gods.”
Deeply disturbed Zeus who gathers the clouds answered her:

“This is a disastrous matter when you set me in. conflict
e troubles me with recriminations.

with Hera, and sh _
Since even as things are, forever among the 1{11mopaés i

he is at me and speaks of how I help the Tro;an; in battle.
- i ay, for fear she

back again now, g0 aWay. gibd

EVCZSS(;,fgl Jook to these things that they b; ‘;ci::‘c,)éngl;sh
nep i head that you may D¢’ me.
e v tl;)??mngortal gods is the mightiest witness
4

by how much I

v
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r revocable ol
1o 1t WS,
ent :N ¢h the dark bro

ally anointe

; -« divine head,

swept from his divine ’ 73 5

q SFZ) it e 'm‘dde thlem os into the sea’s d¢ I
ot down again from shining Olymp J all the gods rose t p S

leapt do = back to his own house, and ¢ § E not one had co

but Zeus went bac eA it Geihis fat g ) - e

rom their chairs to gr€ oo P

:(r)ol](eep his place as the father a .

Thus he took his place on the th :

i /i had been p
ignorant, having seen l}ow he i opisish

i is silver-footed, t )
with Thetis the silver-f oy 05 i

0s:

ilingly ¥ P

and at once she spoke reviling . iyt
“Treacherous one, what god has been plotting counsel y

. . to think of
Always it is dear to your heart in my dbsen(l:f ve you patience
secret things and decide upon therp. Never have y ol
frankly to speak forth to me the thing that you purpe* 5
Then to her the father of gods and men made answer:
“Hera, do not go on hoping that you will hear all my : =
thoughts, since these will be too hard for you, though you are my
Any thought that it is right for you to listen to, no one
neither man nor any immortal shall hear it before you.
But anything that apart from the rest of the gods I wish to
plan, do not always question each detail nor probe me.”
Then the goddess the ox-eyed lady Hera answered:
“Majesty, son of Kronos, what sort of thing have you spoken?
Truly too much in time past I have not questioned nor probed you.,
but you are entirely free to think out whatever pleases you.
Now, th.ough, I am terribly afraid you were won over
1l;y Tl’?e'(lls .the sﬂver—fgoted. the daughter of the sea’s ancient.
kr(:; ::ra}r; (;nl tt;;: x;xormng she sat beside you and took your
s think you bowed your head in assent to do honour
to Achilleus, and to destroy many beside th i 3
: s e ships of the Achaians.”
DThen In return Zeus who gathers the clouds made an o
“Dear lady, I never escape you i
) . You are alw. e
Yet thus you can accomplish nothi ays full of suspicion.
pr Ing surely, but he
istant from my heart than ey it wi —_—
o : er, and it will be the w
. What you say is true, then that is the way I wish
t p i snoit
- ut go then, sit down in silence, and do as I tell
or fear all the gods, as m S
. any as are on Olympos, ¢ :
S, can do nmjung

if I come close and la
Y My unconquerab)
He spoke, and the goddess the OX-eyeZ llzé‘;i{upon you.”

and the immort

lotting counsels
sea’s ancient,

ife.

orse for you.
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580 or if?‘};]er ay qC()?(‘;szrd our tg[}}: she hergeyf 111 r?z Uppermos;. D May the gods 10t accomplish vlilt »:01|r(;\::0 ;r:]e when she told me
the ) e er Zeus. tha, . rstands it fo s nother once made ! cle idons
10 hury us ]ymP‘an who ind reak up ¢ glhd't O dbngon g ]hn ?ewz]dlz ;n;]e: Jived the bravest of all the My;ml(:lf(thc Trojans.
O you ¢ lfot placegm}:(”,eS the lig tr?il:g‘ ;ﬂ our feasting o n:m leave the light of the sun peneath thel* hdr;,,,:jghc
S, he s f: sho Sind 3 hy el itios has pert: a =
and at once th PProach i, 1 [,dr “’O)trong forl;],l: 'be Minde Surely, then, the strong i o M‘e n}?; had beaten the fierce fire
585 . Hespoge .~ YMPian wilj ~8aIn with worgs mady. Unhappy! and yet I told iy Omef' oht in strength against illlanes-
N hi e s SPHINgIng to hiy fey 1 224 to B off, to come back (0 the shiPs. ROL L 4 his spirits
I's hz S o g e i his be
ave patienc. S hands and spok 'ett Put a two-hanq d 5 Now as he was pondering t :s l‘ as drawing near him
Rk foine 1 e, my mother € again to her gpe ¢d goblet meanwhile the son of stately Nestor was dr il thossages
St at, dear ag > and endure i, &M and wept warm tears, and gave Achilleus his sOITO &
ruck down > YOu are, [ see - though you be g « : wali leus; you must hear from me
Bifide. o 1, and then sorr th You before my ow saddene, Ah me. son of valiant Pe eus; yen - 4 happened
3% T nything. It is (o0 ha};j ough I'be I shall noy b P the ghastly message of a thing I wish never .ha appe & ‘d
2 dere Was a time once bcfr to fight against the 0l POy 20 Patroklos has fallen, and now they are fighting over hxs_ ‘0 y e
nd he caught me by th 1OT€ now I was minded ¢ £ P which is naked. Hektor of the shining heim has taken his gﬂﬂOUﬂ
and all day long [ dre ¢ foot and threw me from t(; e i, He spoke, and the black cloud of sorrow closed on Achilleus.
I landed in P ’P}()ied helpless, and about sun ‘e magic thresholq, In both hands he caught up the grimy dust. and poured if
: After that fall it was ;‘]” there was not much Jife ]é8§t~ over his head and face, and fouled his handsome countenance,
595 He spoke, and th e Sintian men who took care lfn e 2 and the black ashes were scattered over his immortal tunic.
and smiling she ac ‘e goddess of the white arms Herz R And he himself, mightily in his might. in the dust lay
Tht‘l‘eaftergbe jn( Acepted the goblet out of her son’s hsml]ed at him, at length, and toqk and tore at his hair with his hands, and defiled it.
gods, dippi ginning from the left he poured drinks f, ey And the handmaidens Achilleus and Patroklos had taken
B % pping up from the mixing bow] th nks for the other captive, stricken at heart cried out aloud, and came runnin
ut among the blessed i g e sweet nectar. ) out of doors ¢ ' ; i .
A e ed immortals uncontrollable laugh & oors about valiant Achilleus, and all of them
Thug ;: the); saw Hephaistos utlingimhornt s ;il ater Oe]art }:helrhbreasts with their hands, and the limbs went slack in each of them
ereafter the whole day | X ce. n the other side Antilochos mourned with hi iz om.
they feasted, nor y long until the sun went unde and held the hand il with him, letting the tears fall
sted, was anyone’s hunger denied a fai : T ! ands of Achilleus as he grieved in his ®
nor denied the beautifull g nied a fair portion, fearing Achilleus might cut hi i is proud heart,
y wrought Iyre in the hands of s e ght cut his throat with the iron. He cri
nor the antiphonal sweet s ands of Apollo 2 erribly, aloud, and the lady hi OGRS g ot
X sound of the Muses singi as she sat i y his mother heard him
605 Afterwards when the light of the flami ging. g satin the qepths of the sea at the side of her
it 5 e flaming sun went under and she cried shrill in turn, and the sodd er aged father,
e hy f;ac one to sleep in his home where all who along the depth of the sea wg Oddesses gathered about her
e e (’)ne the ar-renowneq s'trong-handed Hephaistos ; For Glauke was there, Kymodoke a ecl;e daug.hters of Nereus.
b uilt a house by means of his craftsmanship and cunning. ) Nesaie and Speio and Thoé, and e eger
4eus the Olympian and lord of the lightning went to Kymothoé was there, Aktaia andolf‘-eyed -
610 his own bed, where always he lay when sweet sleep came on him. II\)/I;] o a(r;(:)Iaira, Amphithoé and Aﬁgg s
0 and Proto, Dyname gaue,
Dexamene and An); hi ne-and Pherousa,
phinome and Kallianeira:

Going up to the bed he slept and Hera of the gold throne beside him.
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Book 18
[ACHILLES" SHIELD]

fought on in the likeness of blazing fire. Meanwhile,

So these ‘
Antilochos came, a swift-footed messenger, to Achxl'leus.h_ 2 i
and found him sitting in front of the steep-horned ships, thinking ear me, Nereids, ong ¢
an been accomplished. well all the sorrows ‘:‘hy SISEers; 50 you mg ”:tli out the :
Ah me atare in m Vol kngw., oo
» MYy sorrow, the bim?rnesg,y heart whe ;
hear of

f things which had now
us spoke to the spirit in his
the flowing-
hips in fear an

own great heart:
haired Achaians
d confusion?

over in his heart 0

Disturbed. Achille :
“Ah me, how is it that once again

are driven out of the plain on their s




