e
e

=i+ 168 PERSPECTIVES: Strangers in a Strange Land

o
ck
pd
At the: place where they stopped for the night one of them opened his sack to get ;md ;
feed for his donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth of his sack. “My silver has a7,
been returned,” he said to his brothers. “Here it is in my sack.” me’ ‘
Their hearts sank and they turned to each other trembling and said, “What is this
that God has done to us?” 1he’
When they came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan, they told him all that et
had happened to them. They said, “The man who is lord over the land spoke harshly pot
to us and treated us as though we were spying on the land. But we said to him, ‘We
are honest men; we are not spies. We were twelve brothers, sons of one father. One is et
no more, and the youngest is now with our father in Canaan.’ : pro
“Then the man who is lord over the land said to us, ‘This is how I will know o
whether you are honest men: Leave one of your brothers here with me, and take foc?d
for your starving households and go. But bring your youngest brother to me so I will s
know that you are not spies but honest men. Then I will give your brother back to b .
you, and you can trade in the land.”” 3 - th.c
As they were emptying their sacks, there in each man’s sack was his pouch qf sil- s
ver! When they and their father saw the money pouches, they were frightened. Their fa- wi
ther Jacob said to them, “You have deprived me of my children. Joseph is no more and wl
Simeon is no more, and now you want to take Benjamin. Everything is against me!”
Then Reuben said to his father, ““You may put both of my sons to death if I do not he
bring him back to you. Entrust him to my care, and I will bring him back.” ol
But Jacob said, “My son will not go down there with you; his brother is dead and
he is the only one left. If harm comes to him on the journey you are taking, you will 1
bring my gray head down to the grave in sorrow.” Z
CHAPTER 43 {
Now the famine was still severe in the land. So when they had eaten all the grain they had “ !

brought from Egypt, their father said to them, “Go back and buy us a little more food.”
: But Judah said to him, “The man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face
again unless your brother is with you.” If you will send our brother along with us, we

will go down and buy food for you. But if you will not send him, we will not go
down, because the man said to us, “You will not see my face again unle .
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is with you. KRBl pismatey
Israel asked, “Why did you bring this trouble on me by telli LU SEVS 3 s G

another brother?” [ oS ;f 5 m *"“’WMM
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They replied, “The man questioned us closely about oursel il
your father still living?’ he asked us. ‘Do you have : or br
swered his questions. How were we to know
here’?” . 1 gelsd b '
Then Judah said to Israel his f:
at once, so that we and you and ¢
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Fake d(\ul
g ble the . . i : . .
€ the amount of silver with you, for you must return the silver that was put

back into the mouths of o . : “ak - brother also
and go back gq s of your sacks. Perhaps it was a mistake. Take your P

man so that | '€ man at once. And may God Almighty grant you mercy betore *
. i3 8 ¢ will let your other brother and Benjamin come back with you. As for

"o 3m bereaved, | am bereaved.”

So the men ¢ b ) 3 : ¢4 ke

Thev ; ook the gifts and double the amount of silver, and Benjamin also.

¢y hurried dowp Sl , Joseph. When Joseph saw
Benjamin with th PR t and presented then.“eflves ' O:ep ' :
house, slaugh em, 'he said to the steward of his house, T:flke these men ’EO my

» min Sr an animal and prepare dinner; they are to eat with o at noon.

e Iiri h1d as Joseph told him and took thg men to Joseph’s house‘.‘ Now the
o hs herei tened when they were taken to his house. They thought, “We were
iy attaCkecause of the silver that was put back into our sacks the first tlme,., He

e us and overpower us and seize us as slaves a.nd take our donkeys.

el “Ple}z; Wef}t up to J0§eph’s steward and spoke to.hlm. at the entrance to the

o plélce WhSe. sir,” they salq, “we came down here the first time to buy food. But at

ey here we stopped to; the night we opgned our sacks and each of us found

Witf; s he exact weight—in thﬁ moutl} of hlS' sack. So we have brought it back

g pui out: Siil\\//eeraﬁlso brouglilt additional silver with us to buy food. We don’t know
our sacks.”

‘tIt’s all right,” he said. “Don’t be afraid. Your God and the God of your father
23: [gl\;ﬁn you treasure in your sacks; I received your silver.” Then he brought Simeon

o them.

The §teward took the men into Joseph’s house, gave them water to wash their feet
and provided fodder for their donkeys. They prepared their gifts for Joseph’s arrival
at noon, because they had heard that they were to eat there.

When Joseph came home, they presented to him the gifts they had brought into
the house, and they bowed down before him to the ground. He asked them how they
were, and then‘he said, “How is your aged father you told me about? Is he still living?”
1 They rﬁphegi, “Your servant our father is still alive and well.” And they bowed
ow to pay him honor.

As he lpoked about and saw his brother Benjamin, his own mother’s son, he
asked, ‘.‘Is this your youngeit brother, the one you told me about?” And he said, “God
be gracious to you, my son.” Deeply moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried
out and looked for a place to weep. He went into his private room and wept there.

g:ctier he had washed his face, he came out and, controlling himself, said, “Serve
the food.”

’Ijhey‘served him by himself, the broth‘ers by themselves, and the Egyptians who
ate with him by therpselvess because Egyptians could not eat with Hebrews, for that is
detestable to Egyptians. The men had been seated before him in the order of their

ages, from the firstborn to the youngest; and they looked at each other in astonish-
ment. When portions were served to them from Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion
was five times as much as anyong else’s. So they feasted and drank freely with him.
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with as much food as they can carry, and put each man's silver in the mouth of hi
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“Very wel]

" he replied.
© he sajg

; d with the
' him, “Go and see if all is well with your b?ﬁ;rs :;'an :
flocks, ang bri“g word back to me.” So he sent him off ffom thed o Y aroundm the
fiel dWhe“ Oseph arrived at Shechem, a man found him wandering arou 0l b0
1€ and asked him, “Whag are you looking for?” gie . grazing
He replieq, «p looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazin :
their flockg9»

“They haye moved on from here,” the man answered. I heard them say
20 to Dothap >3 4 b B
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Doﬂlan But
in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to htim X
“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. “Com
and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a feroci
him. Then we'|l see what comes of his dreams.”
When Reuben* heard this, he tried to rescue hxm
his life,” he said. “Don’t shed any blood. Throw hi i
desert, but don’t lay a hand on hil,n'."’ Reuben ,_Sﬁgfd» ﬂ“s;, oy
take him back to his father. B T ot o
- So when Joseph came to his brothers, {hé
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ornamented robe he was wegqxllg—and tgeﬂ. ok hin
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do not h}.-
ing hi : : :
life!® "€ him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my

“"Now the ‘ : :
boy, and | then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the
is ;1«\1 W m&l he boy return with his brothers. How can I go back to my father if the boy

' Me? No! Do not let me see the misery that would come upon my father.

CHAPTER 45

‘l)::: n:{”}‘\iplj }‘f?u]d no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried
made hims :&S‘)’Olle leavg my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he
kira ol *‘ kn({w'rl to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard

» and Pharaoh’g household heard about it.

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his broth-
€rs were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.

; Then J oseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he
said, “T am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! And now, do not be dis-
II'CSSCQ and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to
save lives that God sent me ahead of you. For two years now there has been famine in
the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. But God
sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by
a great deliverance,

“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. Now hurry back to my fa-
ther and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all
Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. You shall live in the region of Goshen’ and be
near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you
have. I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Oth-
erwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’

“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I

who am speaking to you. Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and
about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly.”

Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin
embraced him, weeping. And he Kissed all his brothers and wept over them. After-
ward his brothers talked with him.

When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come,
Pharaoh and all his officials were pleased. Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your broth-
‘Do this: Load your animals and return to the land of Canaan, and bring your fa-
our families back to me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and
oy the fat of the land.’
so directed to tell them, ‘Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for

—————

ers,
ther and y
you can enj

“You are al

dren and your wives, and get your father and come. Never mind about your

? g:‘u e d;:.‘l 5. because the best of all Egypt will be yours.’”
. ogi ﬂgw’ sons of Israel did this. Joseph gave them carts, as Pharaoh had com-

he also gave them provisions for their journey. To each of them he gave
W’ an;f but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of silver and five sets of

m‘ And this is what he sent to his father: ten donkeys loaded with the best things
¢ . | ,
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of Eg'm and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread and other provisions
for his journey. Then he sent his brothers away, and as they were leaving he said to
them, “Don’t quarrel on the way!”

So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of
Canaan. They told him, “Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob
was stunned; he did not believe them. But when they told him everything Joseph had
said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to carry him back, the spirit

of their fe}ther Jacob revived. And Israel said, “I'm convinced! My son Joseph is still
alive. I will go and see him before I die.”

CHAPTER 46

So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba,® he offered
sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac.

And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!”

“Here I am,” he replied.

“I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to
Egypt, for I will make you into a great nation there. I will go down to Egypt with you,
and I will surely bring you back again. And Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.”

Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s sons took their father Jacob and their
children and their wives in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. They also
took with them their livestock and the possessions they had acquired in Canaan, and
Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt. He took with him to Egypt his sons and
grandsons and his daughters and granddaughters—all his offspring. 5wy

These are the names of the Israelites (Jacob and his descendants) who we
Egypt:? |

SRR YRR % j)é'}\_!’: :‘:,J‘.‘,g.; w

Reuben the firstborn of Jacob. Ltk 29 SsiIch YR SNt Re B
The sons of Reuben: eode sdiet v iat oo sl Sa bl
Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.

The sons of Simeon: 9. sl
Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar
The sons of Levi:
Gershon, Kohath and Mer:
The sons of Judah:

Livoq Hive aned
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The SOns of Gad:

en . 3.8 L B T . .
\ phon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi and Areli.
1€ sons of Asher-

Imn; . .
: i’”f‘h- Ishvah, Ishvi and Beriah.
T 1CIr sister was Serah.
he sons of Beriah:
Ti Heber ang Malkiell.
1ese Iera . ¥ & .
ol k ~ Were the children born to Jacob by Zilpah, whom Laban had given to his
caughter Leah—sixteen in all.

The song of Jacob’s wife Rachel:
Joseph and Benjamin. In Egypt, Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph
b}* Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On.
The sons of Benjamin:
. Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera. Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim and Ard.
These were the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob—fourteen in all.

The son of Dan:
Hushim.
The sons of Naphtali:
Jahziel, Guni, Jezer and Shillem.

These were the sons born to Jacob by Bilhah, whom Laban had given to his
daughter Rachel—seven in all.

All those who went to Egypt with Jacob—those who were his direct descendants,
not counting his sons’ wives—numbered sixty-six persons. With the two sons who
had been born to Joseph in Egypt, the members of Jacob’s family, which went to
Egypt, were seventy in all.

Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When
they arrived in the region of Goshen, Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to
Goshen to meet his father Israel. As soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his
arms around his father and wept for a long time.

Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that
you are still alive.” .

Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and
speak to Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who
were living in the land of Canaan, have come to me. The men are shepherds; they tend
livestock. and they have brougl_lt along their ﬂocks: and herds and everything they
own.’ When Pharaoh calls you in and asks, “What is your occupation?’ you should
answer, ‘Your servants have tended hves:tock fron} our boyhood on, just as our fathers
did.’ Then you will be allowed to settle in the region of Goshen, for all shepherds are

detestable to the Egyptians.”
CHAPTER 47

onh went and told Pharaoh, “My father and brothers, with their flocks and herds
Joseph w thing they own, have come from the land of Canaan and are now in
and evein chose five of his brothers and presented them before Pharaoh.
Goghen. olf asked the brothers, “What is your occupation?”
PRAseos & re shepherds,” they replied to Pharaoh, “just as our fathers

o Servants a 5 o & . .
ywry also said to him, “We have come to live here awhile, because the famine
were. They @
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is severe in Canaan and your servants’ f]
' § s flocks hav
S sl I Cioalad ® € NO pasture. So now, please let your did il

Pharaoh said to Joseph,

“Your f:
S sd WM beet it ather and your brothers have come to you, and

ORI it ey G;)sutiesnetie 2’191§r father and your brothers in the best part of erty
.y . z n 1 i i
ability, put them in charge of it livesyt(c))lclkk’r’low of any among them with special for®y

Th i
e b?“ J Ozegﬁ brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After and
$ deSJse araoh, Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?” s
acob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and EgY

thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the

e are |
E;lf;lmage of my fathers.” Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his pres-

So Joseph settled his father and his brothers in Egypt and gave them property in pill‘
th'e best part of the land, the district of Rameses, as Pharaoh directed. Joseph also pro-
vided his father and his brothers and all his father’s household with food, according to
the number of their children.

There was no food, however, in the whole region because the famine was severe; Sor
both Egypt and Canaan wasted away because of the famine. Joseph collected all the ass!
money that was to be found in Egypt and Canaan in payment for the grain they were to
buying, and he brought it to Pharaoh’s palace. When the money of the people of :

Egypt and Canaan was gone, all Egypt came to Joseph and said, “Give us food. Why Ca
should we die before your eyes? Our money is used up.”

“Then bring your livestock,” said Joseph. “I will sell you food in exchange for
your livestock, since your money is gone.” So they brought their livestock to Joseph,
and he gave them food in exchange for their horses, their sheep and goats, their cattle
and donkeys. And he brought them through that year with food in exchange for all
their livestock. oy

When that year was over, they came to him the following year and said, “We

g 2y £ ¢ flge QUGL N
cannot hide from our lord the fact that since our money is gone and our livestocl
longs to you, there is nothing left for our lord except our bodies and o
should we perish before your eyes—we and our land as
exchange for food, and we with our land will be in bc
so that we may live and not d th

O 1 DOU, al
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ypt—still in force today—

SO JOSe . . _ .
Ph estab ¢ ind
ablished it as a law concerning land in Eg d of the priests that

:Egtnaofl éteh of the produce belongs to Pharaoh. It was only the lan

COme Pharaoh’s. |

erty ggw the Israelites settled in Egypt in the region of Goshen. They acquired prop-
'® and were fruitful and increased greatly in number.

Jeotbiligsdin Egypt seventeen years, and the years of his life were a hundred and
forty-seven. When the time drew near for Israel o die, he called for his son Joseph
s t0 him, “If I have found favor in your eyes, put your hand under my tht@?
and promise that you will show me kindness and faithfulness. Do not bury me in

Egypt, but when [ rest with my fathers, carry me out of Egypt and bury me where they
are buried.” ‘ . neies

:I will do as you say,” he said. sa “k i
b Swear to me,” he said. Then Joseph swore to him, and Israel sank : M
pillow. ' e g

CHAPTER 48

Some time later J. oseph was told, “Your father is ill.” So he ’h‘is , v
asseh and Ephraim along with him. When Jacob was told, ‘
to you,” Israel rallied his strength and sat up on the bed.

Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty red to me a
Canaan, and there he blessed me and said to i l ng

will increase your numbers. I will make you
this land as an everlasting possession to your

- “Now then, your two sons b

, ‘as mine; Ephrai 1 and N
Ra 4 % A
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May the God before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac walked
the God who has been my She;hérd
all my life to this day,
the Angel who has delivered me from all harm
—may he bless these boys.
May they be called by my name
and the names of my fathers
Abraham and Isaac,
and may they increase greatly
upon the earth.”

When Joseph saw his father placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head he was dis-
pleased; so he took hold of his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Man-
asseh’s head. Joseph said to him, “No, my father, this one is the firstborn; put your
right hand on his head.”

But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He too will become a
people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will be
greater than he, and his descendants will become a group of nations.” He blessed

them that day and said,

“In your name will Israel pronounce this blessing:
‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.™

So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh.

Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God will be with you and take
you back to the land of your fathers. And to you, as one who is over your brothers, 1
give the ridge of land I took from the Amorites with my sword and my bow.”™

2

§

CHAPTER492 . |

« « = Then he gave them these instructions: “I am about to be g
Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the I
field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, wh ral
from Ephron the Hittite, along with the field. T
buried, there Isaac and his v :
field and the cave in it were
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have foyp, dt?:vdays of

5 g “If 1

i swear o i T:umlng had passed, Joseph said to PharaOh S Courtym::de

the | Qath ang ¢ id Y5, speak ¢, Pharaoh for me. Tell him, ‘My father If in
¢ land of e, %o | et about to die; bury me in the tomb I dug for myse

2 0 P ERE}
hal'a()h Said’ “GO W let me go up and bury my father: then 1 will return.

u "
S.o {Oseph went up t(I)) lé)lnd bl{ your father, as he made you swear to do-
the dignitarjeg : u

y ied him—
o 1S father. All Pharaoh’s officials accompanie
of Joseph‘s h useh P i d all the dignitaries of Egypt—besides all ,thi m:;?)‘;'as.
oy their Children anand hl.S bI‘Others and those bel()nging to his father's hou

th i d
! 10rsemen also went : eu: flocks and herds were left in Goshen. Chariots an
 Wh én th Up with him_ It was a very large company.
& €Y reached the thre

oud] h nted
: and bj i Jordan, the lamente
1 gy yiand bltterly; and there J Shing floor of Atad, near the Jor y

. i his

; seph observed a seven-day period of mourning for
?%ﬁ::ad,wfh : aﬁaanites Who lived there saw the mourning at the threshing 'floo’r.

i "5 saud, “The Egyptians are holding a solemn ceremony of mourning.
Pat is why that place near the Jordan is called Abel Mizraim.* f
. SoJacob's 5008 did as he had commanded them: They carried him to the land 0
gmmﬂnd,buned him in the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre, which
/Abraham had bought

: : as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite, along with the field.
After burying his father,

3

; Joseph returned to Egypt, together with his brothers and all
. the others who had gone with him to bury his father.

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What ;f
. o udge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?

d to 'gépph, saying, “Your father left these instructions before he
: ‘P say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your broth.ers the sins
o 1;@ treating you so badly.” Now please forglye the sins
?@ ngh@r” ‘When their message came to him, Joseph

b

) %‘é’éz afraid. Am I in the place of God? You in-
ded it for good to accomplish what is now being
en, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and
kindly to them.

themselves down before him. “We are your

§ family. He lived a hundred and
children. Also the children of
am about to die. But God wil] surely come to
this land to the land he promised on oath to Abra-
Joseph made the sons of Israel swear an oath and said,

id, and then you must carry my bones up from this




