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The Joseph Story 199, oo

g;}zr:;ik“ffg:sz, Lwill listen to ity s you shall say.” He listened to ?llrg‘gt’;gz 2?3
HistostiiAde the two Persea trees felled and made into fine turnl_tu . sl
O all that she said. After a short while his majesty sent skilled Cmﬁ.s .

They felleq the Perseq trees of Pharaoh, and the Queen, the Lady, stood watching it.

Then a splinge, flew and entered the mouth of the Lady. She swallowed it, and in &

moment she became pregnant, The king ordered made of them whatever she desired.
Many days after this, she gave birth o a son. One went to tell his majesty: s A”sdﬁ

has been born ¢ You.” He was fetched, and a nurse and maids were assigned to h

And there Was jubilation over him in the whole land. The king sat down to - feas .

?md held }_Hm on his lap. From that hour his majesty loved him very much, mdh?t’;dm

1gnated him ag Viceroy of Kush. And many days after this, his majes‘)',_.ma@%iﬁ EE

Crown prince of the whole land. gl X9
Now many days after this, when he had spent [many Yéarﬁlé‘ﬁ'ﬁ H

the whole land, pig majesty flew up to heaven.” Then the king said: “Let

royal officials be brought to me, that I may let them know all that has

me.” Then his wife was brought to him. He judged her in their

gave their assent. His elder brother was brought to him, and he

prince of the whole land. He spent thirty years as king of Egypt.

life; and his elder brother stood in his place on the day of death.
Colophon.—TIt has come to a good eank{ndﬁr‘ - scrl

and the scribes of the treasury, Hori and ul N M 3

owner of this book. Whoever maligns ' ° Wil *

The biblical story of Jo
is shown making the
does in Palestine. The
matriarchs of
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Gilgamesh, here they take on new meanings. Theologically, dreams reveal the hidden power of
the God of Israel even in the foreign land of Egypt, and through Joseph’s God-given skill in in.
terpretation, he makes his fortune and gains for his starving family a haven of prosperity, a.
lowing them to grow in numbers to become the eventual nation of Israel.

Equally important is the psychological weight given to the dreams’ interpretations. Joseph
begins the story rashly interpreting his own early dreams as signs of his dominance over his
older brothers, thereby heightening sibling rivalries that lead to his being sold into slavery,
Then as his later dream interpretations free him from prison and then elevate him to the high
rank of Pharaoh’s vizier, Joseph matures from a self-centered youth into a wise man of God and
an effective administrator in a time of famine. The later scenes of the story movingly show
Joseph’s ambivalent response when his brothers appear in Egypt, years after they believe him
dead, and beg him for grain—not realizing that the Egyptian vizier they are humbly addressing
is in fact their long-lost brother. The story unfolds with rich dramatic ironies as Joseph’s child-
hood dreams surprisingly come true. Family loves and hatreds, cross-cultural contacts and con-
flicts, and God’s secret shaping design come together in a blend of sharp realism and folktale
romance to create one of the masterpieces of ancient literature.

Genesis 37-50: The Joseph Story!
CHAPTER 37

This is the account of the family of Jacob.

Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the
sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a
bad report about them.

Now Israel? loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been
born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. When his
brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and
could not speak a kind word to him.

Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the
more. He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had. We were binding sheaves of grain
out in the field when suddenly my sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves

gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” ' o

His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule
us?” And they hated him all the more because of his dream and what he had said.

Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he s ;
another dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bo
to me.” ' uSGA S
When he told his father as well as his brothers, his fat |
“What is this dream you had? Will your mother :
and bow down to the ground before you?” His b
father kept the thing in mind.
Now his brothers had gone t
said to Joseph, “As you k
C’omg,,f i
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“Very wel]

" he replied.
© he sajg

; d with the
' him, “Go and see if all is well with your b?ﬁ;rs :;'an :
flocks, ang bri“g word back to me.” So he sent him off ffom thed o Y aroundm the
fiel dWhe“ Oseph arrived at Shechem, a man found him wandering arou 0l b0
1€ and asked him, “Whag are you looking for?” gie . grazing
He replieq, «p looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazin :
their flockg9»

“They haye moved on from here,” the man answered. I heard them say
20 to Dothap >3 4 b B
So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Doﬂlan But
in the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to htim X
“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. “Com
and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a feroci
him. Then we'|l see what comes of his dreams.”
When Reuben* heard this, he tried to rescue hxm
his life,” he said. “Don’t shed any blood. Throw hi i
desert, but don’t lay a hand on hil,n'."’ Reuben ,_Sﬁgfd» ﬂ“s;, oy
take him back to his father. B T ot o
- So when Joseph came to his brothers, {hé

k e g Hi Balh ;35‘ A5 -
ornamented robe he was wegqxllg—and tgeﬂ. ok hin

mae

B

_ Jud
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CHAPTER 38
At that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam gvr;
named Hirah. There Judah met the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua. He mar-
ried her and lay with her; she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, who was v
named Er. She conceived again and gave birth to a son and named him Onan. She g
gave birth to still another son and named him Shelah. It was at Kezib that she gave <he
birth to him. ht
Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. But Er, Judah's :9 a
firstborn, was wicked in the Lorp’s sight; so the LORD put him o death. 4
Then Judah said to Onan, “Lie with your brother’s wife and fulfill your duty to ?NI
her as a brother-in-law to produce offspring for your brother.” But Onan knew that

the offspring would not be his; so whenever he lay with his brother’s wife, he spilled
his seed on the ground to keep from producing offspring for his brother. What he did
was wicked in the LORD’s sight; so he put him to death also. N

Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Live as a widow in your father’s
house until my son Shelah grows up.” For he thought, “He may die too, just like his
brothers.” So Tamar went to live in her father’s house.

After a long time Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua, died. When Judah had re- B
covered from his grief, he went up to Timnah, to the men who were shearing his I
sheep, and his friend Hirah the Adullamite went with him.

When Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is on his way to Timnah to shear his b
sheep,” she took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with a veil to disguise herself, ‘ g

L
t
\
I

and then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For she

saw that, though Shelah had now grown up, she had not been given to him as his wife.

When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her

face. Not realizing that she was his daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the road-

side and said, “Come now, let me sleep with you.” i

“And what will you give me to sleep with you?” she asked.

“I’ll send you a young goat from my flock,” he said. : :

“Will you give me something as a pledge until you send it?” she asked

He said, “What pledge should I give you?”

“Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your hand,” she ans

them to her and slept with her, and she became preg v h
took off her veil and put on her widow’s clotk

Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by

get his pledge back from the woman,

who lived gxem, “Wﬁéféuﬁf e s

8 et o i i
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Judah Said. “p..: %
_ % "Bring her out and have her burned to death! "

3 . -‘ ¥ " m
P!‘C"ila:1: Ee 1.3 being brought out, she sent message to her father-in lar\:c :
- :;q ~ Y the map who owns these,” she said. And she added, “See if you recognize

’Se seal apg cord and staff these are.”

3 't
give Jhue(ﬁ}:) my niz;g them and said, “She is more riggtcous than I, since I Wo“ld_n
S0n Shelah.” And he did not sleep with her again. =
: When_ the time came for her to give birth, tﬁm were twin boys‘m her womb. g
she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so the midwife took a 80:;8 .
e x d tied it on his wrist and said “This one came out first.” But when he %
baCli o hand, his brother came out, a,nd she said, “So this is how you have bro ;I;
ot fnd he Was named Perez.” Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread on his

WIISL, came oyt and he was given the name Zerah.8 :

reC()g

CHAPTER 39

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one
Oh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites _whq
; hadtakemhimmem i o habea it Yo Yool 4

N The Lorp was with Joseph and he prospered, and he Iivec_!mft_hﬁ‘mz‘ :f 3::
Egyptian master. When his master saw that the LORD was with him and et
F LORD gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eﬁZ -
became his attendant. Potiphar put him in chw of his lwmehold. md'f’txf R |
e i trusted to his care everything he owned. From the time he put him in charge o C :
mmm&mmmmmmmm of the Egyp
" ian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LoRD was on everything Potiphar had,

b p R
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When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your
slave treated me,” he burned with anger. Joseph's master took him and put him in
prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined. _ j

But while Joseph was there in the prison, the Lorp was with him: he showed him
kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. S0 the »yarden put
Joseph in charge of all those held in the prison, and he was made responsxble, for all
that was done there. The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care,
because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

CHAPTER 40

Some time later, the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt offend_ed their mas-
ter, the king of Egypt. Pharaoh was angry with his two officials, the ghlef cupbearer
and the chief baker, and put them in custody in the house of. the captain of the guard,
in the same prison where Joseph was confined. The captain of the guard assigned
them to Joseph, and he attended them.

After they had been in custody for some time, each pf the two mep—~—the cup-
bearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were being held in prison—had a
dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. :

When Joseph came to them the next morning, he saw that they were dejected. So
he asked Pharaoh’s officials who were in custody with him in his master’s house,
“Why are your faces so sad today?”

“We both had dreams,” they answered, “but there is no one to interpret them.”

Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations belong to God? Tell me your
dreams.”

So the chief cupbearer told Joseph his dream. He said to him, “In my dream I saw
a vine in front of me, and on the vine were three branches. As soon as it budded, it
blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes. Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I
took the grapes, squeezed them into Pharaoh’s cup and put the cup in his hand.”
“This is what it means,” Joseph said to him. “The three branches are three days.
Within three days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to your position, and
you will put Pharaoh’s cup in his hand, just as you used to do when you were his cup-
bearer. But when all goes well with you, remember me and show me kindness; mention
me to Pharaoh and get me out of this prison. For I was forcibly carried off from the land
of the Hebrews, and even here I have done nothing to deserve being p 1t
When the chief baker saw that Joseph had given a favor
said to Joseph, “I too had a dream: On my head were three |
basket were all kinds of baked goods for Pharaoh, but th
of the basket on my head.” i

U
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' CHAPTER 41
: When two full ye
3 when out of the
the reeds.

~ars had passed, Pharaoh had a dream: He was standing by the Nile,
8 rnver there came up seven cows, sleek and fat, and they grazed among
o bCSidet:Et;t.}:el1" seven other cows, ugly and gaunt, came up out (,)f thc' h{nle i;ﬁ
seven sleek, £y :;\SI: [;}ﬁ r:’;;‘]bank},]Ani the cows that were ugly and gaunt ate up
. S. € araon woke up.
goodf,{e\:;].i aSl‘eeP. again and had a second dr;eam: Seven heads of grain, healthy %'fd
| SPTOUted\thﬁ:(,)wmg on a single stalk. After them, seven other heads of g(;am
1 g heahhdnd‘ scorched by the east wind. The th1.n heads of grain swallowed up
£, i o Ys full. hegds. Then Pharaoh woke up; it had been a dre?a{n. - £
men of Egypy Il:}];ng his mind was r-roubled, so he sent for all tf}c magicians and wise
o thf:: L hi;ﬂ'foh blold them his dreams, t?‘ul no one could {nlerpref themhf(>r fnm.
s P o o s e R X
baker in the hoys f th \.g gt .servants: fm i ‘un’pn:s one( x ~ igh
and adt B se of the captain of the guard. Each of us had a dream the same night,
; dream had a meaning of its own. Now a young Hebrew was there with us, a
AN of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he interpreted them for
b US giving each man the interpretation of his dream. And things turned out exactly as he
' interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the other man was hanged.”

So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When
he had shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have
heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”

“I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the an-
k- swer he desires.”

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream 1 was standing on the bank of the

Nile, when out of the river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed
among the reeds. After them, seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly and
lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the land of Egypt. The lean, ugly cows ate
up the seven fat cows that came up first. But even after they ate them, no one could
tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as before. Then I woke up.
e “In my dreams I also saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a sin-
gle stalk. After them, seven other heads sprouted—withered and thin and scorched by
the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven good heads. I told this
to the magicians, but none could explain it to me.” :

Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God
has revealed to Pharaoh what he .is about to do. The seven good cows are seven years,
o and the seven good heads of grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream. The
seven lean, ugly COWs t'hat came up after they dld are seven years, and so are the seven
worthless heads of gr‘am'scorrcthgd_by the east wind: They are seven years of famine.

ey is just as I said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do.
Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, but seven

of famine will follow them. Then all the abunda'nce in Egypt will be forgotten,
and the famine will ravage the land. The abundance in the land will not be remem-

: the famine that follows it will be so severe. The reason the dream was

- bere, e araoh in two forms i that the mater has been firmiy decided by God. and
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“And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge
of the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth
of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of abundance. Tbey should collect fill
the food of these good years that are coming and store up the grain under_ the authority
of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. This food should be held in reserve for
the country, to be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt,
so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.”

The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. So Pharaoh asked them,
“Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?" :

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is
no one so discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my
people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will I be greater
than you.”

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of
Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s fin-
ger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. He
had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command, and men shouted before him,
“Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of Egypt.

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, but without your word no one will
lift hand or foot in all Egypt.” Pharaoh gave Joseph the name Zaphenath-Paneah and
gave him Asenath daughter of Potiphera, priest of On, to be his wife.! And Joseph
went throughout the land of Egypt.

Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of
Egypt. And Joseph went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt.
During the seven years of abundance the land produced plentifully. Joseph collected
all the food produced in those seven years of abundance in Egypt and stored it §n
cities. In each city he put the food grown in the fields surrounding it. Joseph stored
huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was so much that he stopped ke
ing records because it was beyond measure. Bt i

Before the years of famine came, two sons were born '
daughter of Potiphera, priest of On. Joseﬁhi amed his firs
“It is because God has made me forget all
The second son he named Ephraim

in the 1and Ofmys‘lff 2o e v‘ 2
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3 TE 2
When Jacoh leamne . H_M_”‘R o ; 0 At gk R
just k“"’l’ ‘“Uk;n tlt'.d l‘l‘nu there \‘)Vils grain n.1 Egypt, he said to his .s(()n?;’ ‘gy raig w
“2ypt. Go (l()Wni}‘d“f‘(“ch other? Hc‘contmucd, “I have ther that t cile 1.”g
Then fes o lgln a’nd buy some for us, so that we may vllVC and notBli.J’ )
not send Bcnj.lmgxgph ‘s hrt)thcrs went do.wn to buy grain from Egypt. u fd, g
harm might u’:m ""’ J‘_’SCPF‘I S bmtk‘lcr,4 with the others, because he was (;.)l‘dl 1
for the Fapoe w-k lt¢'> him. So ISl'fltil s sons were among those who went to buy grain,
Now Jose }as fn the land of Canz‘zan also. : e :
ple. So th.‘m Jp }_ Wd\ the g()vcrn()r'ot the land, the one who S()l.d grain toa its peo
the ground A v(?*Ph s brothers umvgd, they bowed dowp to him with their faces tg
0 D s Slra.n “-? 5'00!1 as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, b?E’he pretende
Y liirl-‘md sp()kc hars}l]y to them. “Where do‘you Some from?” he asked.
/\llh()uuhLJ df)d of Cunaa.n, th.cy replied, “to bU}./ food. , ;
membered g :heph recognized his brothers, they d19 not recognize him. Then he re-
toie S ‘18 reams. about them and said to them, “You are spies! You have come
15 re our land is unprotected.”
No, my lord,” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy food. We are all
the sons of one man. Your servants are honest men, not spies.”
“No!™ he said to them. *“You have come to see where our land is unprotected.”
: But they r eplied, “Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who
lives in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more.”
Joseph said to them, “It is just as I told you: You are spies! And this is how you
will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your
youngest brother comes here. Send one of your number to get your brother; the rest of
you will be kept in prison, so that your words may be tested to see if you are telling
the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh lives, you are spies!” And he put
them all in custody for three days.
On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God:
If you are honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of
you go and take grain back for your starving households. But you must bring your
youngest brother to me, so that your words may be verified and that you may not die.”
This they proceeded to do. . :
They said to one another, “Surely we are bemg punished because of our brother.
;~ We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not ‘
E listen; that’s why this distress has come upon us.” ;
i Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy?.But you wouldn’t
i listen! Now we must give an apcountmg for ‘hls blqod.” They did not realize that
4 Joseph could understand them, since he was using an interpreter.
He turned away from them and began to weep, but then tumed. back and spoke to
ain. He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes.

T

mmxsfeph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man’s silver back in
i his sack, and to give them provisions for their journey. After this was done for them,
? m;‘;ga&m their grain on their -donkt;ys and left.




