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the use, manufacture, or disposal of toxic sub
stances is approved, planners should make
sure that the owners of the business comply

with the toxic release reporting requirements
of the Emergency Planning and Community

Right-to-Know Act

Summary

loxic substances present major problems for
public health, The federal RC RA requires cradle

to-grave tracking of the manufacture, use, and
disposal of toxic substances Through the toxics
release inventory, businesses that release toxic
substances must report their annual emissions,
discharges, and disposal of toxic substances to
the U.S. EPA. The Community-Right-to-Know

Act requires businesses that use, dispose of,

their
The
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ral Superfund law was
s for cleaning up the nation’s worst haz

ardous waste sites Brownfields are contami

nated sites that require an assessment of the

contamination before remediation can begin

Brownfields redevelopment is an important
component of urban revitalization and the
adaptive reuse of former industrial sites. The
liability issues with brownfields cleanup have
been resolved through voluntary agreements
between states and developers and the federal
small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields

Revitalization Act.

Notes

1. Carson, R. “Silent Spring,” in D. Ravitch,
ed., The American Reader: Words That Moved a
Nation. New York: HarperCollins, 1990, p. 323.




